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The Mystery Revealed: The Gospel to the Gentiles
I Corinthians 1:1-17 ESV

The Jewish Gospel to the Gentiles:
The word reached the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, removed his robe, covered himself with sackcloth, and sat in 
ashes. And he issued a proclamation and published through Nineveh, “By the decree of the king and his nobles: Let neither man nor 
beast, herd nor flock, taste anything. Let them not feed or drink water, but let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and let them 
call out mightily to God. Let everyone turn from his evil way and from the violence that is in his hands. Who knows? God may turn and 
relent and turn from his fierce anger, so that we may not perish.” When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, 
God relented of the disaster that he had said he would do to them, and he did not do it. (Jonah 3:6-10 ESV)

1. BACKGROUND: The Church at Corinth

Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and our brother Sosthenes, To the church of God that is in Corinth, to 
those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
both their Lord and ours: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. (1:1-3 ESV)

Paul establishes a church in Corinth during this second missionary journey Spring 50 to Fall 51 (18 months) (Acts 18:1-17)

 Meets Priscilla and Aquila in Corinth
 Welcomes Silas and Timothy from Macedonia
 Receives a word from the Lord: “Do not be afraid, but go on speaking and do not be silent, for I am with you, and no one will 

attack you to harm you, for I have many in this city who are my people.” 
 Survives an attack by the Jews before Gallio. 
 Witnesses the beating of Sosthenes, the synagogue ruler. 
 Leaves Corinth with Priscilla and Aquila and travels to Ephesus.
 Leaves Priscilla and Aquila in Ephesus as Paul returns to Antioch.
 Apollos arrives in Ephesus and is taught by Priscilla and Aquila after Paul left.
 Apollos sent to Corinth by Priscilla and Aquila after Paul left. (Acts 18:27-28)

Paul arrives in Ephesus during his third missionary journey 53-55 AD (Acts 19:1-20)

 Writes a letter to the church in Corinth. (The letter is lost; I Corinthians 5:9)
 Hears from Chloe about specific problems in the church in Corinth.
 Writes a response to those problems in the letter of 1 Corinthians. (54-55 AD)
 Travels briefly to Corinth and returns to Ephesus (2 Corinthians 1:15)
 Writes a third letter to Corinth. (The letter is lost; 2 Corinthians 2:4; 55 AD)
 Writes a fourth letter to Corinth in Macedonia after leaving Ephesus known as 2 Corinthians. (56 AD)
 Arrives in Corinth after writing 2 Corinthians and spends three months. (Acts 20:1-6)
 Leaves Corinth and goes back to Macedonia after surviving a plot against his life. (Acts 20:1-6)

2nd Journey       3rd Journey
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2. Background: The Culture of Corinth

International Crossroads
Now concerning our brother Apollos, I strongly urged him to visit you with the other brothers, but it was not at all his 
will to come now. He will come when he has opportunity. Now I urge you, brothers—you know that the household of 
Stephanas were the first converts in Achaia, and that they have devoted themselves to the service of the saints— be 
subject to such as these, and to every fellow worker and laborer. I rejoice at the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus 
and Achaicus, because they have made up for your absence, for they refreshed my spirit as well as yours. Give 
recognition to such people. The churches of Asia send you greetings. Aquila and Prisca, together with the church in 
their house, send you hearty greetings in the Lord. All the brothers send you greetings. Greet one another with a holy 
kiss.

Sexual Immorality
It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that is not tolerated even among 
pagans, for a man has his father's wife. And you are arrogant! Ought you not rather to mourn? Let him who has done 
this be removed from among you.

Wealthy Elite
When you come together, it is not the Lord's supper that you eat. For in eating, each one goes ahead with his own meal. 
One goes hungry, another gets drunk. What! Do you not have houses to eat and drink in? Or do you despise the church 
of God and humiliate those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I commend you in this? No, I will not.

Religious Pluralism
For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For 
it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”

Sports and Entertainment
Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one receives the prize? So run that you may obtain 
it. Every athlete exercises self-control in all things. They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. So 
I do not run aimlessly; I do not box as one beating the air. But I discipline my body and keep it under control, lest after 
preaching to others I myself should be disqualified.

Marriage
To the unmarried and the widows I say that it is good for them to remain single, as I am. But if they cannot exercise 
self-control, they should marry. For it is better to marry than to burn with passion. To the married I give this charge 
(not I, but the Lord): the wife should not separate from her husband (but if she does, she should remain unmarried or 
else be reconciled to her husband), and the husband should not divorce his wife.

Personality Worship
I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and that there be no divisions 
among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment. For it has been reported to me by Chloe's 
people that there is quarreling among you, my brothers. What I mean is that each one of you says, “I follow Paul,” or “I 
follow Apollos,” or “I follow Cephas,” or “I follow Christ.” 

3. BACKGROUND: The Church Planter at Corinth—Paul 

1. OPPOSED THE PUBLIC PRAISE OF THE CHURCH: 
For it has been reported to me by Chloe's people that there is quarreling among you, my brothers. What I mean is that each one of you 
says, “I follow Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,” or “I follow Cephas,” or “I follow Christ.” Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or 
were you baptized in the name of Paul? (1:11-13)

2. DID NOT BAPTIZE MANY:  
I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius,  so that no one may say that you were baptized in my name. (1:14)

3. PREACHED FOOLISHNESS: 
it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. (1:22)

4. LACKED PERSONAL SPEAKING SKILLS:  
And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. (2:1)

5. IDENTIFIED WITH THE CROSS OF CHRIST: 
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For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. (2:2)
6. WAS WEAK AND FEARFUL: 

And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of 
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but din the power of 
God. (2:3-5)

7. AVOIDED HUMAN WISDOM: 
Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us 
by God. And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who 
are spiritual. (2:12-13)

8. WORKED WITH IMMATURE BELIEVERS: 
But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of the flesh, as infants in Christ.  (3:1)

9. WAS DEPENDENT ON OTHERS IN THE MINISTRY: 
I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. (3:6)

10. IDENTIFIED AS A SERVANT AND STEWARD:  
This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. Moreover, it is required of stewards that 
they be found faithful. (4:1-2)

11. WAS ACCOUNTABLE TO CHRIST: 
It is the Lord who judges me. (4:4)

12. WASN’T ARROGANT OF HIS OWN KNOWLEDGE:
I have applied all these things to myself and Apollos for your benefit, brothers, that you may learn by us not to go beyond what is 
written, that none of you may be puffed up in favor of one against another. (4:6)

13. LIVED AS THE LEAST OF ALL PREACHERS: (fool, weak, disrepute, hunger, thirst, poorly dressed, buffeted, homeless, hard 
worker):

For I think that God has exhibited us apostles as last of all, like men sentenced to death, because we have become a spectacle to the 
world, to angels, and to men. We are fools for Christ's sake, but you are wise in Christ. We are weak, but you are strong. You are held 
in honor, but we in disrepute. To the present hour we hunger and thirst, we are poorly dressed and buffeted and homeless, and we 
labor, working with our own hands. 

14. IDENTIFIED AS THE SCUM OF THE WORLD: 
When reviled, we bless; when persecuted, we endure; when slandered, we entreat. We have become, and are still, like the scum of the 
world, the refuse of all things. (4:9-13)

15. SOUGHT TO BLESS, NOT CURSE:
I do not write these things to make you ashamed, but to admonish you as my beloved children.  For though you have countless guides 
in Christ, you do not have many fathers. For I became your father in Christ Jesus through the gospel. I urge you, then, be imitators of 
me. (4:14-16)

16. LED BY GENTLENESS, NOT CONTROL: 
Shall I come to you with a rod, or with love in a spirit of gentleness? (4:21)

17. CONFRONTED UNREPENTED SIN PUBLICLY:
And you are arrogant! Ought you not rather to mourn? Let him who has done this be removed from among you. (5:2)

18. SURRENDERED PERSONAL RIGHTS: 
“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are helpful. “All things are lawful for me,” but I will not be dominated by anything. 
(6:12)

19. ENDURED SUFFERING ON BEHALF OF OTHERS: 
Nevertheless, we have not made use of this right, but we endure anything rather than put an obstacle in the way of the gospel of 
Christ. (9:12)

20. DIDN’T FINANCIALLY EXPLOIT THE CHURCH: 
What then is my reward? That in my preaching I may present the gospel free of charge, so as not to make full use of my right in the 
gospel. (9:18)

21. POINTED OTHERS TO CHRIST: 
Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ. (11:1)

22. VALUED THE MESSAGE OVER THE MIRACULOUS:
Nevertheless, in church I would rather speak five words with my mind in order to instruct others, than ten thousand words in a tongue. 
(14:19)

23. RECOGNIZED HIS OWN WEAKNESS AND GOD’S GRACE: 
For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.  But by the grace of God I 
am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the 
grace of God that is with me. (15:9-10)

24. HONORED AND ENCOURAGED OTHER WORKERS PUBLICLY:
I rejoice at the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus, because they have made up for your absence, for they refreshed my 
spirit as well as yours. Give recognition to such people. (16:17-18)
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WHAT MAKES A CHURCH THANKFUL?   GOD’S PERSPECTIVE (1:4-9 ESV)

CREATION
1. ANIMALS: And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on 

the earth.”
2. HUMANS:  And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and 

have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves 
on the earth.”

3. SABBATH: So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested from all his work that he had done 
in creation.

ISRAEL: Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house to the land that I will 
show you. 

1. NATION: And I will make of you a great nation, and 
2. BLESSING: I will bless you and 
3. NAME: make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 
4. BLESS OTHERS: I will bless those who bless you, and 
5. CURSE OTHERS him who dishonors you I will curse, and 
6. FAMILIES: in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

CHURCH: I give thanks to my GOD always for you because of 
1. GRACE OF GOD: the grace of GOD that was given you in CHRIST JESUS,

2. WEALTH OF HIS WORD: that in every way you were enriched in HIM in all speech and all knowledge— 

3. CONFIRMATION OF SALVATION: even as the testimony about CHRIST was confirmed among you— 

4. GIFTEDNESS OF THE SPIRIT: so that you are not lacking in any gift, as you wait for the revealing of our LORD 
JESUS CHRIST, 

5. JUSTIFICATION OF SIN: who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our LORD JESUS CHRIST. 

6. FELLOWSHIP OF BELIEVERS: GOD is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of HIS SON, 
JESUS CHRIST our LORD.

WHAT MAKES A CHURCH UNTHANKFUL?  CHRISTIANS’ PERSPECTIVE (1:10-17 ESV)

THE PLEA
I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and that there be no 
divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment. 

THE PROBLEM
For it has been reported to me by Chloe's people that there is quarreling among you, my brothers. What I mean is 
that each one of you says, “I follow Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,” or “I follow Cephas,” or “I follow Christ.” 

Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 

I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, so that no one may say that you were 
baptized in my name. (I did baptize also the household of Stephanas. Beyond that, I do not know whether I 
baptized anyone else.) 

For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest 
the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.


