
Divisions During the Lord’s Supper: Economic Divisions 
I Corinthians 11:17-34 ESV 

 
PROBLEM: Divisions  (11:17-19 ESV) 

 
But in the following instructions I do not commend you, because when you come together it is not for the 
better but for the worse. For, in the first place, when you come together as a church, I hear that there are 
divisions among you. And I believe it in part, for there must be factions among you in order that those who 
are genuine among you may be recognized.  

 
EXAMPLE: Economic Divisions in the Lord’s Supper  (11:20-22 ESV) 

 
When you come together, it is not the Lord's supper that you eat. For in eating, each one goes ahead with his 
own meal. One goes hungry, another gets drunk. What! Do you not have houses to eat and drink in? Or do 
you despise the church of God and humiliate those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I 
commend you in this? No, I will not. 

 
Old Testament: God’s Love for the Poor, The Oppressed, The Enslaved 

 
● No Poor in Israel:  

But there will be no poor among you; for the LORD will bless you in the land that the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance to possess—if only 
you will strictly obey the voice of the LORD your God, being careful to do all this commandment that I command you today.  (Deuteronomy 15:4-5 ESV) 

● Economic Equality:  
For I do not mean that others should be eased and you burdened, but that as a matter of fairness  your abundance at the present time should supply 
their need, so that their abundance may supply your need, that there may be fairness. As it is written, “Whoever gathered much had nothing left over, 
and whoever gathered little had no lack.” (2 Cor. 8:13-15 ESV) 

● Tithe for the Poor:  
“At the end of every three years you shall bring out all the tithe of your produce in the same year and lay it up within your towns. (Deuteronomy 14:28 
ESV) 

● Forgive Debts the 7th Year:  
“At the end of every seven years you shall grant a release. And this is the manner of the release: every creditor shall release what he has lent to his 
neighbor. He shall not exact it of his neighbor, his brother, because the LORD's release has been proclaimed. Of a foreigner you may exact it, but 
whatever of yours is with your brother your hand shall release. But there will be no poor among you; for the LORD will bless you in the land that the 
LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance to possess—if only you will strictly obey the voice of the LORD your God, being careful to do all this 
commandment that I command you today. For the LORD your God will bless you, as he promised you, and you shall lend to many nations, but you shall 
not borrow, and you shall rule over many nations, but they shall not rule over you.  (Deuteronomy 15:1-6 ESV) 

● Free Slaves the 7th Year:  
“If your brother, a Hebrew man or a Hebrew woman, is sold to you, he shall serve you six years, and in the seventh year you shall let him go free from 
you. (Deuteronomy 15:12 ESV) And when you let him go free from you, you shall not let him go empty-handed. You shall furnish him liberally out of your 
flock, out of your threshing floor, and out of your winepress. As the LORD your God has blessed you, you shall give to him. (Deuteronomy 15:13-14 ESV) 

● Return the Land the 50th Year:  
“You shall count seven weeks of years, seven times seven years, so that the time of the seven weeks of years shall give you forty-nine years. Then you 
shall sound the loud trumpet on the tenth day of the seventh month. On the Day of Atonement you shall sound the trumpet throughout all your land. 
And you shall consecrate the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout the land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you, when each of you 
shall return to his property and each of you shall return to his clan. That fiftieth year shall be a jubilee for you; in it you shall neither sow nor reap what 
grows of itself nor gather the grapes from the undressed vines. For it is a jubilee. It shall be holy to you. You may eat the produce of the field. 

● Share the Edges of the Field:  
“When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your field right up to its edge, neither shall you gather the gleanings after your harvest. And 
you shall not strip your vineyard bare, neither shall you gather the fallen grapes of your vineyard. You shall leave them for the poor and for the 
sojourner: I am the LORD your God.  

● Share the Dropped Harvest:  
“When you reap your harvest in your field and forget a sheaf in the field, you shall not go back to get it. It shall be for the sojourner, the fatherless, and 
the widow, that the LORD your God may bless you in all the work of your hands. When you beat your olive trees, you shall not go over them again. It 
shall be for the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow. When you gather the grapes of your vineyard, you shall not strip it afterward. It shall be for the 
sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow. You shall remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt; therefore I command you to do this. 
(Deuteronomy 24:19-22 ESV) 

● Share the Harvest with Your Hand:  
“If you go into your neighbor's vineyard, you may eat your fill of grapes, as many as you wish, but you shall not put any in your bag. If you go into your 
neighbor's standing grain, you may pluck the ears with your hand, but you shall not put a sickle to your neighbor's standing grain.  (Deuteronomy 
23:24-25 ESV) 
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● Pay Your Workers Timely:  
“You shall not oppress your neighbor or rob him. The wages of a hired worker shall not remain with you all night until the morning. You shall not curse 
the deaf or put a stumbling block before the blind, but you shall fear your God: I am the LORD.  (Leviticus 19: 13-14 ESV)  “You shall not oppress a hired 
worker who is poor and needy, whether he is one of your brothers or one of the sojourners who are in your land within your towns. You shall give him 
his wages on the same day, before the sun sets (for he is poor and counts on it), lest he cry against you to the LORD, and you be guilty of sin. 
(Deuteronomy 24:10-15 ESV)  

● Practice Justice for the Poor:  
“You shall do no injustice in court. You shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the great, but in righteousness shall you judge your neighbor. You shall 
not go around as a slanderer among your people, and you shall not stand up against the life of your neighbor: I am the LORD.  (Leviticus 19:15-16 ESV) 

● Do Not Collect the Pledge of the Poor:  
“When you make your neighbor a loan of any sort, you shall not go into his house to collect his pledge. You shall stand outside, and the man to whom 
you make the loan shall bring the pledge out to you. And if he is a poor man, you shall not sleep in his pledge. You shall restore to him the pledge as the 
sun sets, that he may sleep in his cloak and bless you. And it shall be righteousness for you before the LORD your God.  

● Do Not Withhold the Pledge of a Widow:  
“You shall not pervert the justice due to the sojourner or to the fatherless, or take a widow's garment in pledge, but you shall remember that you were a 
slave in Egypt and the LORD your God redeemed you from there; therefore I command you to do this.  (Deuteronomy 24:17-18 ESV)  

● Don’t Charge Interest:   
“You shall not charge interest on loans to your brother, interest on money, interest on food, interest on anything that is lent for interest. You may charge 
a foreigner interest, but you may not charge your brother interest, that the LORD your God may bless you in all that you undertake in the land that you 
are entering to take possession of it.  (Deuteronomy 23:19-20 ESV) 

 
THE HEART OF THE LORD’S SUPPER: Grace for the Poor, Oppressed, Blind, and Enslaved  (11:23-26) 

 
For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was 
betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me.”  
 
In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do 
this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you 
proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

 
The Gospel of Luke and the Lord’s Supper 

 
And when the hour came, he reclined at table, and the apostles with him. And he said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this                          
Passover with you before I suffer. For I tell you I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” And he took a cup, and when                               
he had given thanks he said, “Take this, and divide it among yourselves. For I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of                             
the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” And he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying,                           
“This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup                          
that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood. 21 But behold, the hand of him who betrays me is with me on the table.                             
For the Son of Man goes as it has been determined, but woe to that man by whom he is betrayed!” And they began to question one                           
another, which of them it could be who was going to do this. 
 
A dispute also arose among them, as to which of them was to be regarded as the greatest. And he said to them, “The kings of the                           
Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and those in authority over them are called benefactors. But not so with you. Rather, let the                      
greatest among you become as the youngest, and the leader as one who serves. For who is the greater, one who reclines at table or                         
one who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at table? But I am among you as the one who serves. “You are those who have stayed                            
with me in my trials, and I assign to you, as my Father assigned to me, a kingdom, that you may eat and drink at my table in my                             
kingdom and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 
 
“Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat, but I have prayed for you that your faith may                         
not fail. And when you have turned again, strengthen your brothers.” Peter said to him, “Lord, I am ready to go with you both to                         
prison and to death.” Jesus said, “I tell you, Peter, the rooster will not crow this day, until you deny three times that you know me.”                          
(Luke 22:14-33 ESV) 

 
Jesus’ New Covenant for the Church 

 
● Hope: Future Arrival of Jesus’ Good News to the Poor 

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the                              
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; to proclaim the year of the LORD's                         
favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; (Isaiah 61:1-2 ESV) 
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● The Heart of the New Covenant 
And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to 
read. And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written, 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, / because he has anointed me / to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives 
/ and recovering of sight to the blind, / to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.” (Luke 4:16-19) 

 
● The Heart of the Miracles of Jesus 

Blindness: Two blind men begging; Blind man at Bethsaida; Man born blind; Bartimaeus begging 
Paralysis: Man lowered through the roof; Man sat at Bethesda’s pool for 38 years 
Leprosy: Man at Galillee begged to be healed; One Samaritan healed and thanked Jesus 
Fever: Peter’s mother-in-law 
Deafness: Man of Sidon, deaf and dumb, begged to be healed 
Dropsy: Man with dropsy, body swollen with fluids 
Withered Hand: Jewish man in the synagogue 
Blood Discharge: Woman with twelve years of a blood discharge 
Demon Possession: Jewish man in the synagogue; Two men in the tombs; Man who was mute; Daughter of a Canaanite woman; Son with epileptic 

episodes; Man, blind and mute; Woman who was crippled for 18 years 
Death: Son of a widow; Daughter of a Jewish official; Lazarus, supporter of Jesus 

 
CONSEQUENCES: Sin against the body: (11:27 ESV) 
 

Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty 
concerning the body and blood of the Lord.  

 
SOLUTION: Examine yourself:  (11:28 ESV) 
 

Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup.  
 
CONSEQUENCE: Not examining yourself:  (11:29-32 ESV) 
 

For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself. That is why 
many of you are weak and ill, and some have died. But if we judged ourselves truly, we would not be judged. 
But when we are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so that we may not be condemned along with the 
world. 

 
Examples of the Nation of Israel’s Guilt for Exploiting and the Poor 

 
Profited from the Poor, Engaged in Sexual Immorality and Drunkenness 

because they sell the righteous for silver, and the needy for a pair of sandals—those who trample the head of the poor into the dust of the earth and                             
turn aside the way of the afflicted; a man and his father go in to the same girl, so that my holy name is profaned; they lay themselves down beside every                               
altar on garments taken in pledge, and in the house of their God they drink the wine of those who have been fined.  (Amos 2:6b-8 ESV) 

Ignored the Poor  
“Hear this word, you cows of Bashan, who are on the mountain of Samaria, who oppress the poor, who crush the needy, who say to your husbands,                           
‘Bring, that we may drink!’   (Amos 4:1 ESV) 

Exploited the Poor by the Accumulation of Wealth  
Therefore because you trample on the poor and you exact taxes of grain from him, you have built houses of hewn stone, but you shall not dwell in them;                             
you have planted pleasant vineyards, but you shall not drink their wine. For I know how many are your transgressions and how great are your sins—you                          
who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe, and turn aside the needy in the gate.  (Amos 5:11-12 ESV) 

Ignored the Poor by Indulging in Wealth 
“Woe to those who lie on beds of ivory and stretch themselves out on their couches, and eat lambs from the flock and calves from the midst of the stall,                              
who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp and like David invent for themselves instruments of music, who drink wine in bowls and anoint themselves                           
with the finest oils, but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph! Therefore they shall now be the first of those who go into exile, and the revelry of those                               
who stretch themselves out shall pass away.”  (Amos 6:4-7 ESV) 

Oppressed the Poor with Unjust Practices 
Hear this, you who trample on the needy and bring the poor of the land to an end, saying, “When will the new moon be over, that we may sell grain?                               
And the Sabbath, that we may offer wheat for sale, at we may make the ephah small and the shekel great and deal deceitfully with false balances, that                            
we may buy the poor for silver and the needy for a pair of sandals and sell the chaff of the wheat?” (Amos 8:4-6 ESV) 
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Oppressed the Poor by Their Leaders 
The LORD has taken his place to contend; he stands to judge peoples. The LORD will enter into judgment with the elders and princes of his                          
people: “It is you who have devoured the vineyard, the spoil of the poor is in your houses. What do you mean by crushing my people, by grinding                            
the face of the poor?” declares the Lord GOD of hosts. (Isaiah 3:13-15 ESV) 

 
Oppressed the Poor By Disobeying the Year of Jubilee 

Woe to those who join house to house, who add field to field, until there is no more room, and you are made to dwell alone in the midst of the                               
land. The LORD of hosts has sworn in my hearing: “Surely many houses shall be desolate, large and beautiful houses, without inhabitant. For ten                        
acres of vineyard shall yield but one bath, and a homer of seed shall yield but an ephah.”  (Isaiah 5:8-10 ESV) 

Exploited the Poor 
Woe to those who decree iniquitous decrees, and the writers who keep writing oppression, to turn aside the needy from justice and to rob the                         
poor of my people of their right, that widows may be their spoil, and that they may make the fatherless their prey! What will you do on the day of                              
punishment, in the ruin that will come from afar? To whom will you flee for help, and where will you leave your wealth? Nothing remains but to                           
crouch among the prisoners or fall among the slain. For all this his anger has not turned away, and his hand is stretched out still. (Isaiah 10:1-4                           
ESV) 

Replaced Generosity for the Poor with Religious Worship 
‘Why have we fasted, and you see it not? Why have we humbled ourselves, and you take no knowledge of it?’ Behold, in the day of your fast you                             
seek your own pleasure, and oppress all your workers. Behold, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to hit with a wicked fist. Fasting like yours                            
this day will not make your voice to be heard on high. Is such the fast that I choose, a day for a person to humble himself? Is it to bow down his                                 
head like a reed, and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him? Will you call this a fast, and a day acceptable to the LORD? “Is not this the fast                              
that I choose: to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor                             
into your house; when you see the naked, to cover him, and not to hide yourself from your own flesh? (Isaiah 58:3-7 ESV) 

Verdict: Judgment on Israel 
Thus says the LORD: “For three transgressions of Israel, and for four, I will not revoke the punishment, (Amos 2:6a) 
“For behold, I will command, and shake the house of Israel among all the nations as one shakes with a sieve, but no pebble shall fall to the earth. All the                               
sinners of my people shall die by the sword, who say, ‘Disaster shall not overtake or meet us.’  (Amos 9:9-10 ESV) 

Verdict: Judgment on Judah 
Then Isaiah the prophet came to King Hezekiah, and said to him, “What did these men say? And from where did they come to you?” Hezekiah                          
said, “They have come to me from a far country, from Babylon.” He said, “What have they seen in your house?” Hezekiah answered, “They have                         
seen all that is in my house. There is nothing in my storehouses that I did not show them.”  
Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, “Hear the word of the LORD of hosts: Behold, the days are coming, when all that is in your house, and that which                            
your fathers have stored up till this day, shall be carried to Babylon. Nothing shall be left, says the LORD. And some of your own sons, who will                            
come from you, whom you will father, shall be taken away, and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon.”  (Isaiah 39:3-7 ESV) 

 
SOLUTION: Practical Application (11:33-34 ESV) 

 
So then, my brothers, when you come together to eat, wait for one another— if anyone is hungry, let him eat 
at home—so that when you come together it will not be for judgment. About the other things I will give 
directions when I come. 
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