
 
Jesus’ Resurrection:  Foreshadowing the Resurrection of the Church 

I Corinthians 15:35-58 (ESV) 
 
Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which you stand, and by which you are being 
saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. (15:1-2) 
 
Two Practical Questions: (35) 
 

But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?” (35) 
 

WHAT KIND OF BODY WILL THE DEAD RECEIVE? 

 
1. An Example from Agriculture: (36-38) 

 
The plant body is distinct from the seed: 
You foolish person! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. And what you sow is not the body 
that is to be, but a bare kernel, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. But God gives it a body as he has 
chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body.  

 
2. An Example from Biology: (39) 

 
Human, animal, bird, and fish bodies are distinct from one another: 
For not all flesh is the same, but there is one kind for humans, another for animals, another for birds, and 
another for fish.  

 
3. An Example from Astronomy: (40-42a) 

 
Extraterrestrial bodies are distinct from terrestrial bodies: 

There are heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the heavenly is of one kind, and the glory of 
the earthly is of another.  

 
Extraterrestrial bodies are distinct from each other: 
There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for star differs 
from star in glory. So is it with the resurrection of the dead.  

 
4. An Example from Physiology  (42b-44a) 

 
Decaying bodies are distinct from non-decaying bodies: 
What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable.  
 
Naked bodies are distinct from clothed bodies: 
It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory.  
 
Diseased bodies are distinct from healthy bodies: 
It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power.  
 
Natural bodies are distinct from spiritual bodies: 

It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body.  
 
5. An Example from HIstory (44b-49) 
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Natural body (Adam) precedes the spiritual body (Jesus) 
If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. Thus it is written,  
 
“The first man Adam became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit.  
But it is not the spiritual that is first but the natural, and then the spiritual.  
The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven.  
As was the man of dust, so also are those who are of the dust, and as is the man of heaven, so also are those 

who are of heaven.  
Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven. 
 

 
HOW ARE THE DEAD RAISED? 

 
The Dead Will Exchange a Natural Body for a Spiritual Body Instantaneously   (50-52) 

 
I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit 
the imperishable. Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be 
raised imperishable, and we shall be changed.  
 

The Dead Will Exchange Perishable Clothes for Imperishable Clothes (53) 
 
For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality.  
 

The Dead Will Exchange Death for Life (54-57) 
 
When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass 
the saying that is written: 
 
“Death is swallowed up in victory.” (Isaiah 25:8) 
“O death, where is your victory? / O death, where is your sting?” (Hosea 13:14) 
 
The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
GOD’S VICTORY IS IN SWALLOWING UP…. (ISAIAH 13-27) 

 
1. Babylon (13:1-14:27 
2. Philistia (14:28-32) 
3. Moab (15:1-16:14) 
4. Syria-Israel (17:1-18:7) 
5. Egypt (19:1-20:6) 

6. Babylon (21:1-10) 
7. Edom (21:11-12) 
8. Arabia (21:13-17) 
9. Jerusalem (22:1-15) 
10. Tyre (23:1-18) 

11. Earth/Heavens (24:1-23) 
12. Death (25:1-12) 

 

 

HOW SHOULD THE CHURCH LIVE NOW? (15:58 ) 

 
Therefore, my beloved brothers,  
1. be steadfast,  
2. immovable,  
3. always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. 

2 
 






