
New Testament Giving: First Fruits 
I Corinthians 16:1-4 

 
Now concerning the collection for the saints: as I directed the churches of Galatia, so you also are to do.  

1. REGULARLY:  On the first day of every week,  
2. METHODICALLY  each of you is to put something aside and store it up,  
3. GENEROUSLY:  as he may prosper,  
4. PLANNING:  so that there will be no collecting when I come.  
5. ACCOUNTABILITY:  And when I arrive, I will send those whom you accredit by letter  
6. NEEDS:   to carry your gift to Jerusalem.  
7. RELATIONAL:  If it seems advisable that I should go also, they will accompany me. 

 
 

Old Testament Giving: First Fruits 
 

Old Testament: Feast of Pentecost: First Fruits Giving 
● You shall keep the Feast of Harvest, of the firstfruits of your labor, of what you sow in the field. You shall keep the Feast of 

Ingathering at the end of the year, when you gather in from the field the fruit of your labor. (Exodus 23:16 ESV) 
 

● “On the day of the firstfruits, when you offer a grain offering of new grain to the Lord at your Feast of Weeks, you shall have a 
holy convocation. You shall not do any ordinary work, but offer a burnt offering, with a pleasing aroma to the Lord: (Numbers 
28:26-27 ESV) 

 
THE TIMELINE OF CHURCHES’ FIRST FRUITS GIVING  

 
JERUSALEM CHURCH 30-33 AD 
 

● When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a 
mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them 
and rested on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit 
gave them utterance. (Acts 2:1-4) 

 
● And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.  

And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles.  
And all who believed were together and had all things in common.  
And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 
And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and 
generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all the people.  
And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved. (Acts 2:42-47) 

 
● Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said that any of the things that belonged to 

him was his own, but they had everything in common.  
And with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon 
them all.   
There was not a needy person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses sold them and brought the 
proceeds of what was sold and laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.   
Thus Joseph, who was also called by the apostles Barnabas (which means son of encouragement), a Levite, a native of 
Cyprus, sold a field that belonged to him and brought the money and laid it at the apostles' feet. (Acts 4:32-37) 

 
● Misuse of the First Fruits Giving Acts 5:1-11 
 
● Evidence of the First Fruits Giving Acts 6:1-6  
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ANTIOCH CHURCH    45-46 AD 
 

● So Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. For a whole year they 
met with the church and taught a great many people. And in Antioch the disciples were first called Christians. 

 
● Now in these days prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. And one of them named Agabus stood up and foretold by 

the Spirit that there would be a great famine over all the world (this took place in the days of Claudius).  
 

● So the disciples determined, every one according to his ability, to send relief to the brothers living in Judea. And they did so, 
sending it to the elders by the hand of Barnabas and Saul. (Acts 11:25-30 ESV) 

 
GALATIA CHURCHES (ANTIOCH, ICONIUM, LYSTRA, DERBE, LYTRA) 46-47 AD  
 

● Now concerning the collection for the saints: as I directed the churches of Galatia, so you also are to do. 2 On the first day of 
every week, each of you is to put something aside and store it up, as he may prosper, so that there will be no collecting when I 
come. (I Corinthians 16:1-4) 

 
● On the contrary, when they saw that I had been entrusted with the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been 

entrusted with the gospel to the circumcised 8 (for he who worked through Peter for his apostolic ministry to the circumcised 
worked also through me for mine to the Gentiles), and when James and Cephas and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived 
the grace that was given to me, they gave the right hand of fellowship to Barnabas and me, that we should go to the Gentiles 
and they to the circumcised. Only, they asked us to remember the poor, the very thing I was eager to do. (Galatians 2:7-10) 

 
MACEDONIA CHURCHES (THESSALONICA, BEREA, PHILIPPI) 49 AD 
 

● We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the churches of Macedonia, for in a severe 
test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. For 
they gave according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord, begging us earnestly for the 
favor of taking part in the relief of the saints— and this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and 
then by the will of God to us. Accordingly, we urged Titus that as he had started, so he should complete among you this act of 
grace. But as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love for you—see that 
you excel in this act of grace also.  I say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love also is 
genuine.  For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that 
you by his poverty might become rich. (2 Corinthians 8:1-9) 

 
● Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble. And you Philippians yourselves know that in the beginning of the gospel, when I left 

Macedonia, no church entered into partnership with me in giving and receiving, except you only.  Even in Thessalonica you sent 
me help for my needs once and again. Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that increases to your credit.  I have received 
full payment, and more. I am well supplied, having received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice 
acceptable and pleasing to God. And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ 
Jesus. To our God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen. (Philippians 4:14-20) 
 

ACHAIA CHURCH: CORINTH 49-52 AD 
 

● Now concerning the collection for the saints: as I directed the churches of Galatia, so you also are to do. On the first day of 
every week, each of you is to put something aside and store it up, as he may prosper, so that there will be no collecting when I 
come. And when I arrive, I will send those whom you accredit by letter to carry your gift to Jerusalem. If it seems advisable that 
I should go also, they will accompany me. (I Corinthians 16:1-4) 

 
● And in this matter I give my judgment: this benefits you, who a year ago started not only to do this work but also to desire to 

do it. So now finish doing it as well, so that your readiness in desiring it may be matched by your completing it out of what you 
have.  For if the readiness is there, it is acceptable according to what a person has, not according to what he does not have. For 
I do not mean that others should be eased and you burdened, but that as a matter of fairness  your abundance at the present 
time should supply their need, so that their abundance may supply your need, that there may be fairness.  As it is written, 
“Whoever gathered much had nothing left over, and whoever gathered little had no lack.” (2 Corinthians 8:10-15) 
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ROMAN CHURCH 56-57 AD 
 

● This is the reason why I have so often been hindered from coming to you. But now, since I no longer have any room for work in 
these regions, and since I have longed for many years to come to you, I hope to see you in passing as I go to Spain, and to be 
helped on my journey there by you, once I have enjoyed your company for a while.  

 
● At present, however, I am going to Jerusalem bringing aid to the saints. For Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to make 

some contribution for the poor among the saints at Jerusalem. For they were pleased to do it, and indeed they owe it to them. 
For if the Gentiles have come to share in their spiritual blessings, they ought also to be of service to them in material blessings.  

 

● When therefore I have completed this and have delivered to them what has been collected, I will leave for Spain by way of you. 
I know that when I come to you I will come in the fullness of the blessing of Christ. (Romans 15:22-29) 

 
JERUSALEM CHURCH 57 AD 
 

● When we had finished the voyage from Tyre, we arrived at Ptolemais, and we greeted the brothers and stayed with them for 
one day.  On the next day we departed and came to Caesarea, and we entered the house of Philip the evangelist, who was one 
of the seven, and stayed with him.  He had four unmarried daughters, who prophesied.  

 
● While we were staying for many days, a prophet named Agabus came down from Judea.  And coming to us, he took Paul's 

belt and bound his own feet and hands and said, “Thus says the Holy Spirit, ‘This is how the Jews at Jerusalem will bind the 
man who owns this belt and deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles.’” 

 
● When we heard this, we and the people there urged him not to go up to Jerusalem.  

 
● Then Paul answered, “What are you doing, weeping and breaking my heart? For I am ready not only to be imprisoned but even 

to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.”  
 

● And since he would not be persuaded, we ceased and said, “Let the will of the Lord be done.” (Acts 21:7-14) 
 

● When we had come to Jerusalem, the brothers received us gladly. On the following day Paul went in with us to James, and all 
the elders were present. After greeting them, he related one by one the things that God had done among the Gentiles through 
his ministry. And when they heard it, they glorified God. (Acts 21:17-20) 
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