
From Brokenness to Healing: Guarding the Gospel 
Ezra 8:24-36 ESV

SELECT THE PRIESTS  (8:24)

Then I set apart twelve of the leading priests: Sherebiah, Hashabiah, and ten of their kinsmen with
them. 

This is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put what remained into order, and appoint elders in
every town as I directed you—if anyone is above reproach, the husband of one wife, and his children are
believers  and  not  open  to  the  charge  of  debauchery  or  insubordination.  For  an  overseer,  as  God's
steward, must be above reproach. He must not be arrogant or quick-tempered or a drunkard or violent or
greedy for gain, but hospitable, a lover of good, self-controlled, upright, holy, and disciplined. He must
hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that he may be able to give instruction in sound
doctrine and also to rebuke those who contradict it.  (Titus 1:5-9 ESV)

Do not be hasty in the laying on of hands, nor take part in the sins of others; keep yourself pure.  (1
Timothy 5:22 ESV)

WEIGH THE TREASURES (8:25-27)

And I weighed out to them the silver and the gold and the vessels, the offering for the house of our God
that the king and his counselors and his lords and all Israel there present had offered. I weighed out into
their hand 650 talents of silver, and silver vessels worth 200 talents, and 100 talents of gold, 20 bowls
of gold worth 1,000 darics, and two vessels of fine bright bronze as precious as gold. 

 Weigh Out the Relationships of the Gospel

I thank God whom I serve, as did my ancestors, with a clear conscience, as I remember you
constantly in my prayers night and day. As I remember your tears, I long to see you, that I may
be  filled  with  joy.  I  am  reminded  of  your  sincere  faith,  a  faith  that  dwelt  first  in  your
grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you as well. (2 Timothy
1:3-5 ESV)

 Weigh Out the Power of the Gospel

For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying
on of my hands, for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control.  (2
Timothy 1:6-7 ESV)

 Weigh Out the Character of the Gospel

Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, nor of me his prisoner, but share
in suffering for the gospel by the power of God, who saved us and called us to a holy calling, not
because of our works but because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus
before the ages began, and which now has been manifested through the appearing of our Savior
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Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel,
(2 Timothy 1:8-10 ESV)

GUARD THE TREASURES (8:28-30)

And I said to them, “You are holy to the LORD, and the vessels are holy, and the silver and the gold are
a freewill offering to the LORD, the God of your fathers. Guard them and keep them until you weigh
them before the chief priests and the Levites and the heads of fathers' houses in Israel at Jerusalem,
within the chambers of the house of the LORD.” So the priests and the Levites took over the weight of
the silver and the gold and the vessels, to bring them to Jerusalem, to the house of our God.  

 Communicate the Gospel

For which I was appointed a preacher and apostle and teacher, (2 Timothy 1:11 ESV)

I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead,
and by his appearing and his kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out of season;
reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. For the time is coming when
people  will  not  endure  sound  teaching,  but  having  itching  ears  they  will  accumulate  for
themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and
wander off into myths. As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an
evangelist, fulfill your ministry.  (2 Timothy 4:1-5 ESV)

 Suffer for the Gospel

which is why I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed, and I am
convinced that he is able to guard until that Day what has been entrusted to me.  (2 Timothy 1:12
ESV)

 Protect the Gospel

Follow the pattern of the sound words that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are
in Christ Jesus. By the Holy Spirit who dwells within us, guard the good deposit entrusted to
you.  You are aware that all who are in Asia turned away from me, among whom are Phygelus
and Hermogenes.  May the Lord grant  mercy to  the household of Onesiphorus,  for  he often
refreshed me and was not ashamed of my chains, but when he arrived in Rome he searched for
me earnestly and found me—may the Lord grant him to find mercy from the Lord on that Day!
—and you well know all the service he rendered at Ephesus.  (2 Timothy 1:13-18 ESV)
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DELIVER THE TREASURE  (8:31-34)

Then we departed from the river Ahava on the twelfth day of the first month, to go to Jerusalem. The
hand of our God was on us, and he delivered us from the hand of the enemy and from ambushes by the
way. We came to Jerusalem, and there we remained three days. On the fourth day, within the house of
our God, the silver and the gold and the vessels were weighed into the hands of Meremoth the priest,
son of Uriah, and with him was Eleazar the son of Phinehas, and with them were the Levites, Jozabad
the son of Jeshua and Noadiah the son of Binnui. The whole was counted and weighed, and the weight
of everything was recorded.  

 Goal of the Gospel  (2 Timothy 2:1-2 ESV)

You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus, and what you have heard
from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be able to teach
others also. 

 Soldier of the Gospel  ( 2 Timothy 2:3-4 ESV)

Share  in  suffering  as  a  good  soldier of  Christ  Jesus.  No  soldier  gets  entangled  in  civilian
pursuits, since his aim is to please the one who enlisted him. 

 Athlete of the Gospel  (2 Timothy 2:5 ESV)

An athlete is not crowned unless he competes according to the rules. 

 Farmer of the Gospel  (2 Timothy 2:6-7 ESV)

It is the hard-working farmer who ought to have the first share of the crops. Think over what I
say, for the Lord will give you understanding in everything.  (2 Timothy 2:5 ESV)

But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty. For people will be
lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful,
unholy,  heartless,  unappeasable,  slanderous,  without  self-control,  brutal,  not  loving  good,
treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having
the appearance of godliness, but denying its power.  Avoid such people.  For among them are
those who creep into households and capture weak women, burdened with sins and led astray by
various passions, always learning and never able to arrive at a knowledge of the truth. Just as
Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so these men also oppose the truth, men corrupted in mind
and disqualified regarding the faith. But they will not get very far, for their folly will be plain to
all, as was that of those two men.  (2 Timothy 3:1-9 ESV)
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OFFER THE SACRIFICES (8:35-36)

At that time those who had come from captivity, the returned exiles, offered burnt offerings to the God
of Israel, twelve bulls for all Israel, ninety-six rams, seventy-seven lambs, and as a sin offering twelve
male goats. All this was a burnt offering to the LORD. They also delivered the king's commissions to
the king's satraps and to the governors of the province Beyond the River, and they aided the people and
the house of God.  

 Drink Offering

For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and 

 Sailor 

the time of my departure has come. 

 Fighter 

I have fought the good fight, 

 Runner 

I have finished the race, 

 Soldier 

I have kept the faith. 

 Reward of the Gospel

Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his
appearing.  (2 Timothy 4:1-8 ESV)
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