
From	  Brokenness	  to	  Healing:	  Restoring	  Spiritual	  Leadership	  
Ezra	  8:1-‐23	  

 
1. Families	  of	  the	  People	  and	  the	  Priests	  	  	  (Ezra	  8:1-‐14	  ESV)	  	  (1496/ 1766  85%) 

These are the heads of their fathers' houses, and this is the genealogy of those who went up with me from 
Babylonia, in the reign of Artaxerxes the king:  
1. Of the sons of Phinehas, Gershom.  
2. Of the sons of Ithamar, Daniel.  
3. Of the sons of David, Hattush.  
4. Of the sons of Shecaniah, who was of the sons of Parosh, Zechariah, with whom were registered 150 men.  
5. Of the sons of Pahath-moab, Eliehoenai the son of Zerahiah, and with him 200 men.  
6. Of the sons of Zattu, Shecaniah the son of Jahaziel, and with him 300 men.  
7. Of the sons of Adin, Ebed the son of Jonathan, and with him 50 men.  
8. Of the sons of Elam, Jeshaiah the son of Athaliah, and with him 70 men.  
9. Of the sons of Shephatiah, Zebadiah the son of Michael, and with him 80 men.  
10. Of the sons of Joab, Obadiah the son of Jehiel, and with him 218 men.  
11. Of the sons of Bani, Shelomith the son of Josiphiah, and with him 160 men.  
12. Of the sons of Bebai, Zechariah, the son of Bebai, and with him 28 men.  
13. Of the sons of Azgad, Johanan the son of Hakkatan, and with him 110 men.  
14. Of the sons of Adonikam, those who came later, their names being Eliphelet, Jeuel, and Shemaiah, and 

with them 60 men.  
15. Of the sons of Bigvai, Uthai and Zaccur, and with them 70 men.   

 
2. Problem:	  Absence	  of	  Spiritual	  Leaders	  (Ezra	  8:15	  ESV)	  

I gathered them to the river that runs to Ahava, and there we camped three days. As I reviewed the people and 
the priests, I found there none of the sons of Levi.  

 
3. Solution:	  Seek	  Counsel	  of	  Godly	  Leaders  (Ezra 8:16-17a ESV)  (12 / 1766  .6%) 

Then I sent for  
1. Eliezer,  
2. Ariel,  
3. Shemaiah,  
4. Elnathan,  
5. Jarib,  
6. Elnathan,  
7. Nathan,  

8. Zechariah, and  
9. Meshullam, leading men, 

and for  
10. Joiarib and  
11. Elnathan, who were men 

of insight, and sent them 
to  

12. Iddo, the leading man at 
the place Casiphia, 
telling them what to say 
to Iddo and his brothers 
and the temple servants 
at the place Casiphia, 
namely,  

 
4. Purpose:	  Chose	  Spiritual	  Leaders	  (Ezra	  8:17b)	  

to send us ministers for the house of our God.  
 
5. Result:	  Appoint	  Qualified	  Leaders	  and	  Servants	  	  (Ezra	  8:18-‐20	  ESV)	  	  (38/ 1766  2%)	  

 And by the good hand of our God on us, they brought us a man of discretion,  
1. of the sons of Mahli the son of Levi, son of Israel, namely Sherebiah with his sons and kinsmen, 18; also  
2. Hashabiah, and with him  
3. Jeshaiah of the sons of Merari, with his kinsmen and their sons, 20;  
 Appoint Qualified Servants (220/ 1766  12%) 
1. besides 220 of the temple servants, whom David and his officials had set apart to attend the Levites.  
 
These were all mentioned by name.   



6. Preparation:	  Fast	  of	  Humility	  	  (Ezra	  8:21-‐23	  ESV)	  
Then I proclaimed a fast there, at the river Ahava, that we might humble ourselves before our God, to seek from 
him a safe journey for ourselves, our children, and all our goods. For I was ashamed to ask the king for a band of 
soldiers and horsemen to protect us against the enemy on our way, since we had told the king, “The hand of our 
God is for good on all who seek him, and the power of his wrath is against all who forsake him.” So we fasted and 
implored our God for this, and he listened to our entreaty.   
	  

Church	  Spiritual	  Leadership	  	  (Sharpening	  the	  Focus	  of	  the	  Church.	  Gene	  Getz)	  
	  

Job Description for Shepherding  Psalm 23 
• Meets the spiritual needs of the people 
• Makes them feel secure and restful 
• Cares for their spiritual thirst 
• Builds them up when they fail 
• Leads them to obey God’s will 
• Stays beside them in times of danger 
• Disciplines them lovingly when they sin 
• Provides healing for their hurts and wounds 

 

Job Description for Parenting   I Timothy 3 
• Instructs the church in the Word 
• Disciplines them with gentleness and care 
• Does not rule over them harshly 
• Provides for their needs 
• Protects them from harm and danger 
• Models godly behavior 
• Forgives them when they repent

Roles of Shepherding and Parenting for Spiritual Leaders 
• Represents the congregation before other Christians and other Christian groups or churches (Acts 11:29-

30). 
• Settles matter of dispute through conference and through study of the Word of God (Acts 15:1-29). 
• Cares for the spiritual hunger of the congregation (Acts 20:28). 
• Protects the church from those who spread false doctrines, whether they are outsiders seeking to delude the 

saints, or members of the church (Acts 20:29-31). 
• Counsels staff ministers on handling internal and external turmoil and disputes (Acts 21:17-24). 
• Knows the members’ spiritual gifts and needs, and then equips the members so they can use their gifts in 

service for Christ (Ephesians 4:11-16). 
• Teaches the church, presenting the Word of God to build up the church and to defend the faith from false 

teachers (I Timothy 3:2; Titus 1:1-10). 
• Brings energy, time, and enthusiasm to the task of teaching the Word of God and persuading men and 

women to believe and obey it (I Timothy 5:17). 
• Exhorts with sound doctrine and convicts gain-sayers (Titus 1:1-10). 
• Models for the church, manifesting the Christian character as an example to be followed (I Peter 5:1-4). 
• Prays for the church, actively petitioning God for the physical and spiritual needs of the church (James 5:14-

15). 
 

Preparation	  for	  Spiritual	  Leadership	  
Birth	  of	  Jesus’	  Ministry: Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And after fasting forty 
days and forty nights, he was hungry. (Matthew 4:1-2) 
Birth	  of	  Jesus’	  Apostles: In these days he went out to the mountain to pray, and all night he continued in prayer to god. And when 
day came, he called his disciples and chose from them twelve, whom he names apostles: (Luke 6:12-13) 
Birth	  of	  Church: And while staying with them, he (Jesus) ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of 
the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many 
days from now.” (Acts 1:4-5) 
Birth	  of	  Foreign	  Missions: Saul rose from the ground, and although his eyes were opened, he saw nothing. So they led him by the 
hand and brought him into Damascus. And for three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. (Acts 9:8-9) While they were 
worshipping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 
Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent them off. (Acts 13:1-3)  



 


