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From Brokenness to Healing: Flee Unholiness and Pursue Holiness 
Ezra 9:3-15 

 
 
 
PURSUE HOLINESS: RECOGNIZE UNHOLINESS      (9:1-2) 
 
PURSUE HOLINESS: GRIEVE OVER UNHOLINESS   (9:3-5) 
 
PURSUE HOLINESS: PRAY OVER UNHOLINESS    (9:6-15) 
 
PURSUE HOLINESS: CONFESS UNHOLINESS   (10:1-5) 
 
PURSUE HOLINESS: REPENT OF UNHOLINESS   (10:6-44) 
 
 
 
PURSUE HOLINESS: GRIEVE OVER UNHOLINESS (9:3-5 ESV) 
 

1. As soon as I heard this,  

2. I tore my garment and my cloak and   (Gen 37:29; Esther 4:1; Job 1:20; Isaiah 36:22; Jer. 41:5) 

3. pulled hair from my head and beard and   (Job 1:20; Amos 8:10) 

4. sat appalled.  (Daniel 4:19) 

5. Then all who trembled at the words of the God of Israel, because of the faithlessness of the returned 
exiles,  

6. gathered around me while  (Job 2:13) 

7. I sat appalled until the evening sacrifice.  

8. And at the evening sacrifice I rose from my fasting, with my garment and my cloak torn, and (Neh 1:4) 

9. fell upon my knees and  (Daniel 6:10) 

10. spread out my hands to the LORD my God,  (Exodus (9:29; I Kings 8:22; Isaiah 1:15) 
  

 
 
 
How Not To Grieve Over Unholiness: Lessons from Adam and Eve    (Genesis 3:9-13 ESV) 

 
• But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” And he said, “I heard the sound 

of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.”  
 

• He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not 
to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I 
ate.”  

 
• Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The 

serpent deceived me, and I ate.”   
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How to Grieve Over Unholiness: Lessons from the Pagan, the Moralist, and the Religious  (Romans 1:18-3:20 
ESV) 

 
 

• THE PAGAN: For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness 
of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. For what can be known about God is plain to 
them, because God has shown it to them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine 
nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been 
made. So they are without excuse.  (Romans 1:18-20 ESV) 

 
• THE MORALIST: Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For in passing 

judgment on another you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, practice the very same things. We 
know that the judgment of God rightly falls on those who practice such things. Do you suppose, O man—
you who judge those who practice such things and yet do them yourself—that you will escape the judgment 
of God? Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that 
God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are 
storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God's righteous judgment will be revealed.  
(Romans 2:1-5 ESV) 
 

• THE RELIGIOUS: But if you call yourself a Jew and rely on the law and boast in God and know his will 
and approve what is excellent, because you are instructed from the law; and if you are sure that you 
yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness, an instructor of the foolish, a 
teacher of children, having in the law the embodiment of knowledge and truth—you then who teach 
others, do you not teach yourself? While you preach against stealing, do you steal? You who say that one 
must not commit adultery, do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? You who 
boast in the law dishonor God by breaking the law. For, as it is written, “The name of God is 
blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you.”  (Romans 2:17-24 ESV) 

 
• EVERYONE: What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already charged that all, 

both Jews and Greeks, are under sin, as it is written:   
 

• “None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for God. All have turned aside; 
together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one.”  (Psalm 14:1-3) 

• “Their throat is an open grave; they use their tongues to deceive.” (Psalm 5:9; Jeremiah 5:16) 
• “The venom of asps is under their lips.”  (Psalm 140:3) 
• “Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.” (Psalm 10:7) 
• “Their feet are swift to shed blood; in their paths are ruin and misery, and the way of peace they 

have not known.” (Proverbs 1:16; Isaiah 59:7-8)  
• “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” (Psalm 36:1) 

 
o Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that 

every mouth may be stopped,   (Job 5:16; Psalm 63:11; Psalm 107:42; Ezekiel 16:63; 
Romans 1:20) 

 
§ and the whole world may be held accountable to God. For by works of the law no 

human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of 
sin.  (Romans 3:9-20 ESV) 
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PURSE HOLINESS: PRAY OVER UNHOLINESS (9:6-15 ESV) 
 
I. CONFESS  UNHOLINESS  saying:      (9:6-7 ESV) 
 

A. Personal Unholiness  “O my God, I am ashamed and   
  

 
B. External Unholiness  blush to lift my face to you, my God,   

 
 

C. Community Unholiness for our iniquities have risen higher than our heads, and our guilt has 
mounted up to the heavens.  

 
 
D. Generational Unholiness From the days of our fathers to this day we have been in great guilt. And 

 for our iniquities we, our kings, and our priests have been given into the 
hand of the kings of the lands, to the sword, to captivity, to plundering, 
and to utter shame, as it is today.  (Babylonians, Persians, Alexander the 
Great, Ptolemies, Seleucids, Romans, Byzantines, Arabs, Turks, British) 

 
 

II. CONFESS  HOLINESS         (9:8-9 ESV) 
 
 
A. Grace:   But now for a brief moment favor has been shown by the LORD our God,  

 
 
B. Remnant:  to leave us a remnant and  

 
 
C. Security:  to give us a secure hold within his holy place,  

 
 
D. Revelation:  that our God may brighten our eyes and  

 
 
E. Freedom:  grant us a little reviving in our slavery. For we are slaves. Yet our God has not 

   forsaken us inour slavery, but  
 

 
F. Love:  has extended to us his steadfast love before the kings of Persia, (Cyrus, Darius,  

   Xerxes, Artaxeryes I) 
 

 
G. Restoration: to grant us some reviving to set up the house of our God, to repair its ruins, and  

 
 
H. Protection:  to give us protection in Judea and Jerusalem.    
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III. CONFESS UNHOLINESS   “And now, O our God, what shall we say after this?  (9:10-12 ESV) 
 
A. We are Disobedient:  For we have forsaken your commandments, which you commanded by 

your servants the prophets, saying,  
 

 
1. ‘The land that you are entering,  
2. to take possession of it, is a land impure with the impurity of the peoples of the lands, with their 

abominations that have filled it from end to end with their uncleanness.  
3. Therefore do not give your daughters to their sons, neither take their daughters for your sons, and  
4. never seek their peace or prosperity,  

a. that you may be strong and eat the good of the land and  
b. leave it for an inheritance to your children forever.’  

 
 
B. We are Undeserving  And after all that has come upon us for our evil deeds and for our great 

     guilt,  
 

a. seeing that you, our God, have punished us less than our iniquities deserved and  
b. have given us such a remnant as this,  

 
 

C. We are Repentant  
 

a. shall we break your commandments again and intermarry with the peoples who practice these 
abominations?  

b. Would you not be angry with us until you consumed us, so that there should be no remnant, nor 
any to escape?  
 
 

D. We are Trusting 
 

a. LORD, the God of Israel, you are just, for we are left a remnant that has escaped, as it is today.  
b. Behold, we are before you in our guilt, for none can stand before you because of this.”   
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Jesus Weeps Over the Temple (Luke 19:41-48 ESV) 

 
Grief: And when he drew near and saw the city, he wept over it, saying, “Would that you, even you, had 
known on this day the things that make for peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes. For the days 
will come upon you, when your enemies will set up a barricade around you and surround you and hem 
you in on every side and tear you down to the ground, you and your children within you. And they will 
not leave one stone upon another in you, because you did not know the time of your visitation.”   
 
Action: And he entered the temple and began to drive out those who sold, saying to them, “It is written, 
‘My house shall be a house of prayer,’ but you have made it a den of robbers.”  And he was teaching daily 
in the temple. The chief priests and the scribes and the principal men of the people were seeking to 
destroy him, but they did not find anything they could do, for all the people were hanging on his words.   

 
Jesus’ Compassion Over the Crowds (Matthew 9:35-10:1 ESV) 

 
Grief: And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming 
the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction. When he saw the crowds, he had 
compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he 
said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord 
of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”   
 
Action: And he called to him his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast 
them out, and to heal every disease and every affliction.   

 
Jesus Moved By the Death of Lazarus (John 11:33-43 ESV) 
 

Grief: When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also weeping, he was deeply 
moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. And he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, 
“Lord, come and see.” Jesus wept. So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But some of them said, 
“Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept this man from dying?”    
 
Action: Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it. Jesus 
said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will 
be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you 
would see the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I 
thank you that you have heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of the 
people standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.” When he had said these things, he cried 
out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.”   

 
Jesus’ Compassion for the Hungry (Matthew 15:32-39 ESV) 

 
Grief: Then Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I have compassion on the crowd because they 
have been with me now three days and have nothing to eat. And I am unwilling to send them away 
hungry, lest they faint on the way.” And the disciples said to him, “Where are we to get enough bread in 
such a desolate place to feed so great a crowd?”  
 
Action: And Jesus said to them, “How many loaves do you have?” They said, “Seven, and a few small 
fish.” And directing the crowd to sit down on the ground, he took the seven loaves and the fish, and 
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having given thanks he broke them and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the 
crowds. And they all ate and were satisfied. And they took up seven baskets full of the broken pieces left 
over. Those who ate were four thousand men, besides women and children. And after sending away the 
crowds, he got into the boat and went to the region of Magadan.   

 
Jesus’s Prayer of Sweats of Blood (Luke 22:39-53 ESV) 

 
Grief:  And he came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives, and the disciples followed 
him. And when he came to the place, he said to them, “Pray that you may not enter into temptation.” 
And he withdrew from them about a stone's throw, and knelt down and prayed, saying, “Father, if you are 
willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done.” And there appeared to 
him an angel from heaven, strengthening him. And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly; and his 
sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground. And when he rose from prayer, he 
came to the disciples and found them sleeping for sorrow, and he said to them, “Why are you sleeping? 
Rise and pray that you may not enter into temptation.”   

 
Action: While he was still speaking, there came a crowd, and the man called Judas, one of the twelve, 
was leading them. He drew near to Jesus to kiss him, but Jesus said to him, “Judas, would you betray the 
Son of Man with a kiss?” And when those who were around him saw what would follow, they said, “Lord, 
shall we strike with the sword?” And one of them struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his right 
ear. But Jesus said, “No more of this!” And he touched his ear and healed him. Then Jesus said to the 
chief priests and officers of the temple and elders, who had come out against him, “Have you come out as 
against a robber, with swords and clubs? When I was with you day after day in the temple, you did not lay 
hands on me. But this is your hour, and the power of darkness.”  (Luke 22:47-53 ESV) 

 


