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From Brokenness to Healing: Restoration of the Word of God

The Foundation of Ezra 7-10

Role of Ezra:

1. He was a scribe skilled in the Law of Moses that the LORD, the God of Israel, had given,
and the king granted him all that he asked, for the hand of the LORD his God was on him.
(Ezra 7:6 ESV)

2. For Ezra had set his heart to study the Law of the LORD, and to do it and to teach his
statutes and rules in Israel. (Ezra 7:10 ESV)

3. For you are sent by the king and his seven counselors to make inquiries about Judah
and Jerusalem according to the Law of your God, which is in your hand, (Ezra 7:14 ESV)

4. “Whatever Ezra the priest, the scribe of the Law of the God of heaven, requires of you,
let it be done with all diligence, (Ezra 7:21 ESV)

5. “And you, Ezra, according to the wisdom of your God that is in your hand, appoint
magistrates and judges who may judge all the people in the province Beyond the River, all
such as know the laws of your God.

6. And those who do not know them, you shall teach.
7. Whoever will not obey the law of your God and the law of the king, let judgment be

strictly executed on him, whether for death or for banishment or for confiscation of his
goods or for imprisonment.” (Ezra 7:25-26 ESV)

8. As I reviewed the people and the priests, I found there none of the sons of Levi. (Ezra
8:15 ESV)

9. to send usministers for the house of our God. (Ezra 8:17 ESV)
10. “For we have forsaken your commandments, which you commanded by your

servants the prophets, saying, ‘ (Ezra 9:10-11 ESV)
11. Therefore let us make a covenant with our God to put away all these wives and their

children, (Ezra 10:3 ESV)
12. according to the counsel of my lord and of those who tremble at the commandment

of our God, and let it be done according to the Law. (Ezra 10:3 ESV)

50 Years of Change in the American Culture: From Absolute Truth to Relative Truth

"The history of Christianity is inseparable from the history of Western culture and of Western
society. For almost a score of centuries Christian beliefs, principles, and ideals have colored
the thoughts and feelings of Western man. The traditions and practices have left an indelible
impress not only on developments of purely religious interest, but on virtually the total
endeavor of man. This has been manifest in art and literature, science and law, politics and
economics, and, as well, in love and war. Even those who have contested its claims and
rejected its tenets have been affected by what they opposed. Whatever our beliefs, all of us
today are inevitable heirs to this abundant legacy; and it is impossible to understand the
cultural heritage that sustains and conditions our lives without considering the contributions of
Christianity." (Encyclopedia Britannica)

“Christianity had so penetrated the Western world that, whether people believed in Christ,
they all lived in a context of ideas influenced and informed by the Christian faith.” (Sire. The
Universe Next Door. 22)
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“If no set of moral ideas were truer or better than any other, there would be no sense in
preferring civilized morality to savage morality, or Christian morality to Nazi morality.” C. S.
Lewis

1968 “So this change in the concept of the way we come to knowledge and truth is the most
crucial problem

facing Christianity today” (Francis Schaeffer)

1974 “With our shift away form biblical absolutes came a new ethic—an ethic of freedom…it
denies the existence of biblical absolutes and true Christian morality…This change in
moral and spiritual values is one of the most significant tragedies in the American
society.” (Gene Getz)

1994 “Objective truth does not exist” 57%
“No one can be positive they have the truth.” 71%
“What is right for you is not necessarily right for me” 85% (Josh McDowell)

1999 “The Church's singular failure in recent decades has been the failure to see Christianity
as a life system, or worldview, that governs every area of existence.” (Charles Colson)

2003: “ Western culture is under going sweeping and profound changes that are
transforming the prevailing cultural worldview, especially with regard to the nature of
truth. (Morley. Understanding our Postmodern World. 136).

2009 “The most basic contours of American culture have been radically altered. The so-called
Judeo-Christian consensus of the last millennium has given way to a post-modern,
post-Christian, post-Western cultural crisis which threatens the very heart of our
culture.” (Mohler, “The End of Christian America”) Newsweek: The Decline and Fall of
Christian America

TV shows

1. I Love Lucy 51-57

2. Ozzie andHarriet 52-66

3. Lassie 54-73

4. Father Knows Best 54-60

5. Honeymooners 55-56

6. Leave it to Beaver 57-63

7. The Donna Reed Show 58-66

8. The Andy Griffith Show 60-68

9. My Three Sons 60-65

10. Gilligan’s Island 64-67

11. Star Trek 66-69

12. The Brady Bunch 69-74

13. All in the Family 71-79

14. The Mary Tyler Moore Show 70-77

15. MASH 72-83

16. Walton’s 72-81

17. Happy Days 74-84

18. Little House on the Prairie 74-83

19. The New Normal 2012

20. Significant Mother 2015
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Culture of Athens (Acts 17)

16Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him as he saw
that the city was full of idols. 17So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout
persons, and in the marketplace every day with those who happened to be there. 18Some of
the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers also conversed with him.(Acts 17:16-21 ESV)

The Law of God Battles Naturalism: (Genesis 1)

Epicurean Naturalism: 1) No God; 2) Morality in Humans; 3) History no meaning;
4) No life after death; 5) No judgment (Sire. Why Good Arguments
Often Fail. 135)

Richard Dawkins “It is absolutely safe to say that if you meet somebody who claims
not to believe in evolution, that person is ignorant, stupid or insane
(or wicked, but I’d rather not consider that).”

Chris Matthews “Aren't you worried…to be in a country that might be led by someone
who doesn't believe in evolution? Who doesn't believe in the scientific
community of his own country, the National Academy of
Science…Wouldn't that be kind of scary to have somebody who is so
anti-intellectual as president?”

Richard Lewontin “…materialism is absolute for we cannot allow a divine foot in the
door.” (Billions of Billions of Demons 31)

Human Manifesto II “We begin with humans not God, nature not deity.” / “We find
insufficient evidence for belief in the existence of a supernatural; it is
either meaningless or irrelevant to the question of survival and
fulfillment of the human race.” / “Reason and intelligence are the
most effective instruments that humankind possesses.” / “Ethics is
autonomous and situational needing no theological or ideological
sanction.” / “This would appreciate cultural pluralism and diversity.”

George Barna “…evolutionary paradigm is so embedded in the American
educational system—bottom to top—that it is a major barrier to a
fully Christian understanding of reality.” (Think Like Christ).

1. GOD EXISTS
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In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and
void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over
the face of the waters.

2. GOD SPEAKS

1. And God said, "Let there be light,”
2. And God said, "Let there be an expanse
3. And God said, "Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together
4. And God said, "Let the earth sprout vegetation,
5. And God said, "Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens
6. And God said, "Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures,
7. And God said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures
8. Then God said, "Let us make man[ in our image, after our likeness.
9. And God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have

dominion
10. And God said, "Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed…

3. GOD PROVIDES

LIGHT: 4And God saw that the light was good.
WATER: 7And God made the expanse and separated the waters that were under

the expanse from the waters that were above the expanse.
LAND: God called the dry land Earth
PLANTS: "Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees

bearing fruit in which is their seed,
GALAXY: 6And God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day

and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars.
BIRDS/FISH: 21So God created the great sea creatures with which the waters swarm,

and every winged bird. And God saw that it was good.
ANIMALS: 5And God made the beasts of the earth and the livestock and

everything that creeps on the ground
HUMANITY: 27So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created

him, male and female he created them.
FAMILY/WORK: And God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and

subdue it and have dominion over it.
FOOD: "Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of

all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for
food.

REST: Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them.
2 And on the seventh day God finished his work that he had done, and
he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had done

The Law of God Battles Pantheism: Genesis 2



5

Stoics Panentheism: 1) God is impersonal; 2) Humans expression of universe; 3)
Morality in the reason; 4) History no meaning; 5) No life after death; 6) No
judgment

Deepak Chopra: ”We remain unfulfilled unless we nurture the seeds of divinity inside
us. In reality we are divinity in disguise, and the gods and goddesses in
embryo that are contained within us seek to be fully materialized.” (How to
Know God)
“(Jesus) is not a person, but a state of consciousness…” (Jesus)

Dr. Wayne Dyer: “The key is to trust in your own divinity, to know that you are a piece
of God, and that you are like what you came from. As a spiritual being, you
have Divinity within.”

Carlton Pearson: …whatever separation there is between man and the benefits of
God's grace is subjective in nature and exists only in man's mind and
unregenerate spirit.”

4. GOD IS PERSONAL

5 When no bush of the field was yet in the land and no small plant of the field had yet
sprung up—for the Lord God had not caused it to rain on the land, and there was no
man to work the ground, 6 and a mist was going up from the land and was watering
the whole face of the ground—7 then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the
ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living
creature. 8 And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put
the man whom he had formed. (ESV, Genesis 2:5-8)

5. GOD IS HOLY

9 And out of the ground the Lord God made to spring up every tree that is pleasant to
the sight and good for food. The tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil. (ESV, Genesis 2:9) 15 The Lord God took the man and
put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it. 16 And the Lord God commanded
the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, 17 but of the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you
shall surely die.” (ESV, Genesis 2:15-17)

6. GOD IS LOVING

18 Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a
helper fit for him.” 20 The man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the
heavens and to every beast of the field. But for Adam there was not found a helper fit
for him. 21 So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept
took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22 And the rib that the Lord God
had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man.
24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and
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they shall become one flesh. 25 And the man and his wife were both naked and were
not ashamed. (ESV, Genesis 2:18, 20-22, 24-25)

The Law of God Battles Islam: Genesis 3

“Events of the past thirty years have brought on stage in North America and Europe a
worldview that to that point had been very much alive and well from North Africa across
the globe east to Indonesia, but had been treated as only a quaint aberration in
contrast to the “real” struggle between Communism and capitalism.” (“A View From the
Middle East”, Winfried Corduan)

• Belief / “Inman” “There is no god but God and that Muhammad is His
messenger”

• Worship / “Saiat” God is Great / I testify that there is no god but God / I
testify that

Muhammad is God’s messenger / Come to prayer / Come to
salvation / God is Great / There is no god but God

• Almsgiving / “Zakat” Giving alms to the poor / Donate a fixed amount of income
• Fasting: “Sawn” Month of Ramadan—9th month / Abstain from food, drink,

smoking, sex /
Sunrise and sunset

• Pilgrimage: “Hajj” Visit Mecca (Saudi Arabia) once in a lifetime / Wear a spiritual
garment of

White Cloth / Arafa, plain east of the city / Livestock sacrificed
to commemorate Abraham’s offering of Ishmael / Festival
“Eid Al-Adha” and Fesast “Eid al-Fitr”

7. GOD RULES

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God had
made. He said to the woman,
SERPENT: “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?”
WOMAN: “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, ‘You shall

not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst o the garden, neither shall
you touch it, lest you die.’”

SERPENT: “You will not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will
be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”

WOMAN: So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was
a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one
wise ,she took of its fruit and ate,

MAN: and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate.
COUPLE: Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked.

And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. (ESV,
Genesis 3:1-7)

8. GOD CONFRONTS
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COUPLE: And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the
cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the
presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.

GOD: But the Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?”
MAN: “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was

naked, and I hid myself.”
GOD: “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I

commanded you not to eat?”
MAN: “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree,
and I ate.”
GOD: “What is this that you have done?”
WOMAN: “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” (ESV, Genesis 3:8-13)

9. GOD JUDGES

SERPENT: “Because you have done this, cursed are you above all livestock and above
all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all
the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and the woman, and
between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and
you shall bruise his heel.”

WOMAN: “I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth
children. Your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.”

MAN: “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the
tree of which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the
ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life;
(ESV, Genesis 3:14-17)

10. GOD REDEEMS

MAN AND WOMAN:
• The man called his wife's name Eve, because she was the mother of all living.
• And the Lord God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them.
• Then the Lord God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of us in knowing good

and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of the tree of life and eat, and live
forever—” therefore the Lord God sent him out from the garden of Eden to work the
ground from which he was taken. He drove out the man, and at the east of the garden
of Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming sword that turned every way to guard
the way to the tree of life. (ESV, Genesis 3:20-24)


