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From	  Brokenness	  to	  Healing:	  Rebuilding	  the	  Church	  
Follow	  God’s	  Word	  

Ezra 1  
	  
Background:	  Brokenness	  Precedes	  Healing	   	   	   (Lamentations)	  	  
Her gates have sunk into the ground; he has ruined and broken her bars; her king and princes 
are among the nations; the law is no more, and her prophets find no vision from the LORD. 
Look, O LORD, and see! With whom have you dealt thus? Should women eat the fruit of their 
womb, the children of their tender care? Should priest and prophet be killed in the sanctuary 
of the Lord? He is a bear lying in wait for me, a lion in hiding; he turned aside my steps and 
tore me to pieces; he has made me desolate; he bent his bow and set me as a target for his 
arrow.  He has made my teeth grind on gravel, and made me cower in ashes; my soul is bereft 
of peace; I have forgotten what happiness is; so I say, “My endurance has perished; so has my 
hope from the LORD.”   
 

1) PROMISES	  OF	  THE	  GOD’S	  WORD	  
 
In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia,  

	  
Promise	  of	  Redemption	  (Isaiah	  44:24-‐45:13	  ESV)	  
• who says of Cyrus, ‘He is my shepherd, and he shall fulfill all my purpose’; saying of 

Jerusalem, ‘She shall be built,’ and of the temple, ‘Your foundation shall be laid.’” Thus 
says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped, to subdue 
nations before him and to loose the belts of kings, to open doors before him that gates 
may not be closed: “… 

• I call you by your name, I name you, though you do not know me. I am the LORD, and 
there is no other, besides me there is no God; I equip you, though you do not know me, 
that people may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is none 
besides me; I am the LORD, and there is no other…. 

• I the LORD have created it. “Woe to him who strives with him who formed him, a pot 
among earthen pots! Does the clay say to him who forms it, ‘What are you making?’ or 
‘Your work has no handles’? Woe to him who says to a father, ‘What are you begetting?’ 
or to a woman, ‘With what are you in labor?’”… 

• I have stirred him up in righteousness, and I will make all his ways level; he shall build 
my city and set my exiles free, not for price or reward,” says the LORD of hosts.   

 
that the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled,  

	  
Promise	  of	  Repentance	  	  	  	   	   	   	   	   	   (Jeremiah	  25:3-‐6	  ESV)	  
• the LORD persistently sent to you all his servants the prophets, saying, ‘Turn now, 

every one of you, from his evil way and evil deeds, and dwell upon the land that the 
LORD has given to you and your fathers from of old and forever. Do not go after other 
gods to serve and worship them, or provoke me to anger with the work of your hands.  

• Then I will do you no harm.’  
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Promise	  of	  Punishment:	  Israel	  	  	  	   	   	   	   (Jeremiah	  25:7-‐11	  ESV)	  
• Because you have not obeyed my words, behold,  
• I will send for all the tribes of the north, declares the LORD, and for Nebuchadnezzar 

the king of Babylon, my servant, and 
• I will bring them against this land and its inhabitants, and against all these surrounding 

nations.  
• I will devote them to destruction, and make them a horror, a hissing, and an everlasting 

desolation. Moreover,  
• I will banish from them the voice of mirth and the voice of gladness, the voice of the 

bridegroom and the voice of the bride, the grinding of the millstones and the light of the 
lamp.  

• This whole land shall become a ruin and a waste, and these nations shall serve the king 
of Babylon seventy years.  
 

Promise	  of	  Punishment:	  Babylon	  	   	   	   	   (Jeremiah	  25:12-‐14	  ESV)	  
• Then after seventy years are completed,  
• I will punish the king of Babylon and that nation, the land of the Chaldeans, for their 

iniquity, declares the LORD, making the land an everlasting waste.  
• I will bring upon that land all the words that I have uttered against it, everything 

written in this book, which Jeremiah prophesied against all the nations. For many 
nations and great kings shall make slaves even of them, and  

• I will recompense them according to their deeds and the work of their hands.”  
(Jeremiah 25:1-14 ESV) 

 
Promise	  of	  Restoration	  	   	   	   	   	   (Jeremiah	  32:36-‐44	  ESV)	  
• “Now therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning this city of which you 

say, ‘It is given into the hand of the king of Babylon by sword, by famine, and by 
pestilence’: Behold,  

• I will gather them from all the countries to which I drove them in my anger and my 
wrath and in great indignation.  

• I will bring them back to this place, and  
• I will make them dwell in safety. And they shall be my people, and  
• I will be their God.  
• I will give them one heart and one way, that they may fear me forever, for their own 

good and the good of their children after them.  
• I will make with them an everlasting covenant, that  
• I will not turn away from doing good to them. And  
• I will put the fear of me in their hearts, that they may not turn from me.  
• I will rejoice in doing them good, and I will plant them in this land in faithfulness, with 

all my heart and all my soul.  
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2) THE	  PURPOSES	  OF	  GOD’S	  WORD	  
 

the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he made a proclamation 
throughout all his kingdom and also put it in writing:  “Thus says Cyrus king of Persia:  
 
1)  The LORD, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth, and  
2) he has charged me to build him a house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah.  
3) Whoever is among you of all his people, may his God be with him, and let him go up to 

Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and rebuild the house of the LORD, the God of Israel—he is 
the God who is in Jerusalem.  

4) And let each survivor, in whatever place he sojourns, be assisted by the men of his place 
with silver and gold, with goods and with beasts, besides freewill offerings for the house 
of God that is in Jerusalem.”   

  
Then rose up the heads of the fathers' houses of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests and the 
Levites, everyone whose spirit God had stirred to go up to rebuild the house of the LORD that 
is in Jerusalem.  
 

The	  Purposes	  of	  God’s	  Word	  in	  the	  Birth	  of	  Creation	  	  	   	   (Genesis	  1	  ESV)	  
	  
1. The	  Authority	  of	  God: In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The 

earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the 
Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.  

2. The	  Dwelling	  Place	  of	  God:   
• And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.  
• And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate 

the waters from the waters.”  
• And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one 

place, and let the dry land appear.”  
• And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees 

bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind, on the earth.”  
• And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day 

from the night.  
• And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and let birds 

fly above the earth across the expanse of the heavens.”  
• And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds—

livestock and creeping things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds.”  
• Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have 

dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the 
livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the 
earth.” And God blessed them.  

3. The	  Call	  to	  Go: And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and 
subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens 
and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”  

4. The	  Provision	  of	  Resources: And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding 
seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall 
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have them for food. And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and 
to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have 
given every green plant for food.” 

 
The	  Purposes	  of	  God’s	  Word	  in	  the	  Birth	  of	  the	  Nation	  of	  Israel:	  (Genesis	  12:1-‐3;	  15:1-‐6	  ESV)	  
	  
1. The	  Call	  to	  Go: Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred 

and your father's house to the land that I will show you.  
2. The	  Dwelling	  Place	  of	  God: And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and 

make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, 
and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed.”  (Genesis 12:1-3 ESV) 

3. The	  Authority	  of	  God: After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a 
vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.”  

4. The	  Provision	  of	  Resources: But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I 
continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, 
“Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member of my household will be my 
heir.” And behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; 
your very own son shall be your heir.” And he brought him outside and said, “Look 
toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to 
him, “So shall your offspring be.” And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him 
as righteousness.  (Genesis 15:1-6 ESV) 

 
The	  Purposes	  of	  God’s	  Word	  in	  the	  Birth	  of	  Jesus	  Christ:	  	   	   (John	  1:1-‐18	  ESV)	  
	  
1. The	  Authority	  of	  God: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through 
him, and without him was not any thing made that was made.  

2. The	  Dwelling	  Place	  of	  God: In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.  
The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the 
world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him.  
He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him.  
But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of 
man, but of God.  

3. The	  Call	  to	  Go: And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John bore 
witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me 
ranks before me, because he was before me.’”)  

4. The	  Provision	  of	  Resources: For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 
For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No 
one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him 
known.   
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The	  Purposes	  of	  God’s	  Word	  in	  the	  Birth	  of	  the	  Church:	  	  (Matthew	  28:18-‐20	  ESV)	  
	  
And Jesus came and said to them,  
1) The	  Authority	  of	  God : “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  
2)  The	  Call	  to	  Go: Go therefore and  
3)  The	  Dwelling	  Place	  of	  God: make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you.  

4) The	  Provision	  of	  Resources: And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
 

3) The	  Provisions	  of	  God’s	  Word	  
 
And all who were about them aided them with vessels of silver, with gold, with goods, with 
beasts, and with costly wares, besides all that was freely offered.  
 
Cyrus the king also brought out the vessels of the house of the LORD that Nebuchadnezzar 
had carried away from Jerusalem and placed in the house of his gods. Cyrus king of Persia 
brought these out in the charge of Mithredath the treasurer, who counted them out to 
Sheshbazzar the prince of Judah. And this was the number of them: 30 basins of gold, 1,000 
basins of silver, 29 censers, 30 bowls of gold, 410 bowls of silver, and 1,000 other vessels; all 
the vessels of gold and of silver were 5,400. All these did Sheshbazzar bring up, when the 
exiles were brought up from Babylonia to Jerusalem.   
 

Provisions	  to	  Leave	  Egypt:	  	  	   	   	   	   	   (Exodus12:33-‐36	  ESV)	  
	  
• The people of Israel had also done as Moses told them, for they had asked the Egyptians 

for silver and gold jewelry and for clothing.  
• And the LORD had given the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they let 

them have what they asked. Thus they plundered the Egyptians.   
  
Provisions	  to	  Enter	  the	  Land:        (Joshua	  6:17-‐21	  ESV)	  
	  
• But all silver and gold, and every vessel of bronze and iron, are holy to the LORD; they 

shall go into the treasury of the LORD.” So the people shouted, and the trumpets were 
blown.  

• Then they devoted all in the city to destruction, both men and women, young and old, 
oxen, sheep, and donkeys, with the edge of the sword.  (Joshua 6:17-21 ESV) 
 

Provisions	  to	  Escape	  to	  Egypt:         (Matthew	  2:10-‐15	  ESV)	  
	  
• Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.  
• Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 

dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain 
there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” And he 
rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt and remained 
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there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the 
prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.”  
	  

Provisions	  to	  Follow	  Jesus:          (Matthew	  6:25-‐34	  ESV)	  
	  
• But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and  
• all these things will be added to you.  “Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for 

tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.   
 
Provisions	  to	  Make	  Disciples:      (Acts	  1:6-‐11	  ESV)	  
	  
• But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”  
• And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a 

cloud took him out of their sight.  
 

Provisions	  to	  Live	  the	  Christian	  Life:        (Ephesians	  1:3-‐14	  ESV)	  
 
• Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ 

with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even  
• as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 

blameless before him.  
• In love he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the 

purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in 
the Beloved.  

• In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and 
insight  

• making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth 
in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven 
and things on earth.    

• In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the 
purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, so that we who 
were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory.  

• In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and 
believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our 
inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.  (Ephesians 1:3-
14 ESV) 

 
 
 
 


