
From Fear to Faith 
The Tale of Two Young Men 

	  
Call of Fear 

 
Joseph:  But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, 

son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, (Matthew 1:20 ESV) 
 
Ahaz: ‘Be careful, be quiet, do not fear, and do not let your heart be faint because of these two smoldering stumps 

of firebrands, at the fierce anger of Rezin and Syria and the son of Remaliah. (Isaiah 7:4 ESV) 
 
Promise of Presence 
 
Joseph: All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:  “Behold, the virgin shall conceive 

and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel”(which means, God with us). (Matthew 1:22-23 
ESV) 

 
Ahaz: Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and 

shall call his name Immanuel. (Isaiah 7:14 ESV) 
 
Command of Faith 

 
Joseph:  When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but 

knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. (Matthew 1:24-25 ESV)  
 
Ahaz: So Ahaz sent messengers to Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria, saying, “I am your servant and your 

son. Come up and rescue me from the hand of the king of Syria and from the hand of the king of Israel, 
who are attacking me.” (2 Kings 16:7 ESV) 

 
 

Joseph: From Fear to Faith 
Matthew	  2:1-‐23	  

Ahaz: From Fear to Failure 
II	  Kings	  16:1-‐20	  

	  
1. Travels to Bethlehem:   Interrupts 1. Practiced Idolatry:  Self-Worship 

 
2. Provides Manger for Birth:  Humbles 
 

2. Sacrificed Son to Molech: Devalues Life 

3. Escapes Murder of Infants:  Hurts  
 

3. Bribed the Assyrian King: Materialism 
 

4. Dwells in Foreign Land:  Isolates 
 

4. Rebuilt a Pagan Altar:             Self-Righteousness 
 

5. Returns Home to Threats:  Persecutes   
 

5. Practiced divination:   Pluralism 
 

6. Settles in Nazareth:   Degrades  
 

6. Desecrated Temple Furniture: Ungodliness 
 



 


