
Living in the Freedom of Christ Immersed in a Culture of Enslavement:  
An Example from Financially Compensating Church Leaders 

I Corinthians 9:1-27 ESV 
 

PAUL HAS THE AUTHORITY TO BE FINANCIALLY COMPENSATED BY THE CHURCH 
 
1. THE AUTHORITY OF AN APOSTLE DEFENDED 

● Am I not free?  
● Am I not an apostle?  
● Have I not seen Jesus our Lord?  
● Are not you my workmanship in the Lord?  

If to others I am not an apostle, at least I am to you, for you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. 
 
2. THE AUTHORITY OF AN APOSTLE TO BE FINANCIALLY COMPENSATED BY THE CHURCH IN CORINTH 

This is my defense to those who would examine me.  
 

Examples from Others 
● Do we not have the right to eat and drink?  
● Do we not have the right to take along a believing wife, as do the other apostles and the brothers of the 

Lord and Cephas?  
● Or is it only Barnabas and I who have no right to refrain from working for a living?  

 
Examples from the Culture 
● Who serves as a soldier at his own expense?  
● Who plants a vineyard without eating any of its fruit?  
● Or who tends a flock without getting some of the milk? 

 
Example from the Law 
● Do I say these things on human authority?  
● Does not the Law say the same? For it is written in the Law of Moses, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it 

treads out the grain.”  
● Is it for oxen that God is concerned?  
● Does he not certainly speak for our sake? It was written for our sake, because the plowman should plow in 

hope and the thresher thresh in hope of sharing in the crop.  
● If we have sown spiritual things among you, is it too much if we reap material things from you?  
● If others share this rightful claim on you, do not we even more?  

 
Behavior of Freedom: 
Nevertheless, we have not made use of this right, but we endure anything rather than put an obstacle in the 
way of the gospel of Christ.  

 
Example from the Temple 
● Do you not know that those who are employed in the temple service get their food from the temple,  
● and those who serve at the altar share in the sacrificial offerings?  
 

3. CONCLUSION: PAUL HAS THE AUTHORITY TO BE FINANCIALLY COMPENSATED BY THE CHURCH 
In the same way, the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the gospel should get their living by the 
gospel. (I Corinthians 9:1-14 ESV) 
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OLD TESTAMENT AUTHORITY 
● Give A Tithe for the Levites “To the Levites I have given every tithe in Israel for an inheritance, in return for their service that they do,                           

their service in the tent of meeting, so that the people of Israel do not come near the tent of meeting, lest they bear sin and die. But the                             
Levites shall do the service of the tent of meeting, and they shall bear their iniquity.  

● The Levites Have No Land: It shall be a perpetual statute throughout your generations, and among the people of Israel they shall have no                         
inheritance. For the tithe of the people of Israel, which they present as a contribution to the LORD, I have given to the Levites for an                          
inheritance. Therefore I have said of them that they shall have no inheritance among the people of Israel.”  (Numbers 18:21-24 ESV) 

 
● The Levites Give A Tithe for the Priests: And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Moreover, you shall speak and say to the Levites, ‘When                         

you take from the people of Israel the tithe that I have given you from them for your inheritance, then you shall present a contribution                         
from it to the LORD, a tithe of the tithe. And your contribution shall be counted to you as though it were the grain of the threshing floor,                            
and as the fullness of the winepress. So you shall also present a contribution to the LORD from all your tithes, which you receive from the                          
people of Israel. And from it you shall give the LORD's contribution to Aaron the priest. Out of all the gifts to you, you shall present every                           
contribution due to the LORD; from each its best part is to be dedicated.’ Therefore you shall say to them, ‘When you have offered from                         
it the best of it, then the rest shall be counted to the Levites as produce of the threshing floor, and as produce of the winepress. And you                            
may eat it in any place, you and your households, for it is your reward in return for your service in the tent of meeting. And you shall bear                             
no sin by reason of it, when you have contributed the best of it. But you shall not profane the holy things of the people of Israel, lest you                             
die.’”  (Numbers 18:25-32 ESV) 

 
New Testament Practice 

Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble. And you Philippians yourselves know that in the beginning of the gospel, when I left                         
Macedonia, no church entered into partnership with me in giving and receiving, except you only. Even in Thessalonica you sent me help                      
for my needs once and again. Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that increases to your credit. I have received full payment, and                            
more. I am well supplied, having received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to                      
God. And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. To our God and Father be glory forever                           
and ever. Amen. (Philippians 4:14-20 ESV) 

 
PAUL GIVES UP HIS APOSTOLIC AUTHORITY TO BE FINANCIALLY COMPENSATED BY THE CHURCH IN CORINTH 

 
1. The Motive of Freedom in Christ: 

But I have made no use of any of these rights, nor am I writing these things to secure any such provision. For I 
would rather die than have anyone deprive me of my ground for boasting. For if I preach the gospel, that gives 
me no ground for boasting. For necessity is laid upon me. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel! For if I do 
this of my own will, I have a reward, but if not of my own will, I am still entrusted with a stewardship. What 
then is my reward? That in my preaching I may present the gospel free of charge, so as not to make full use of 
my right in the gospel. 

 
2. The Behavior of Freedom in Christ:  

For though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win more of them.  
 

● To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews.  
● To those under the law I became as one under the law (though not being myself under the law) that I might 

win those under the law.  
● To those outside the law I became as one outside the law (not being outside the law of God but under the 

law of Christ) that I might win those outside the law.  
● To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak.  
● I have become all things to all people, that by all means I might save some. I do it all for the sake of the 

gospel, that I may share with them in its blessings. 
 
3. The Discipline of Freedom in Christ: 

Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one receives the prize? So run that you may obtain 
it. Every athlete exercises self-control in all things. They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an 
imperishable.   

So I do not run aimlessly;  
I do not box as one beating the air.  

But I discipline my body and keep it under control, lest after preaching to others I myself should be disqualified. 
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