
Unity: The Mind of Christ 
I Corinthians 2:6-16 ESV 

 
Thesis of the Book: I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and that 
there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment. (1:10 ESV) 
 

The Outline Bible: Traditional Biblical Outlines  
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I. The Message of the Cross Is Not of This World (2:1-6) 

A. The Apostle’s Resolve (2:1-4) 
1. What he determines not to do (2:1) 
2. What he determines to do (2:2-4) 

B. The Apostle’s Reason (2:5-6) 
II. The Message of the Cross Was Ordained Before This World (2:7-8) 

A. Handcrafted for the Saved (2:7) 
B. Hidden from the Unsaved (2:8) 

III. The Message of the Cross Was Reserved for the Heirs of This World (2:9-16) 
A. Concealed from the Human Spirit (2:9) 
B. Revealed by the Holy Spirit (2:10-16) 

1. What He Does (2:10-12) 
2. How He Does It (2:13-16) 

 
The Linguistic Outline 

 
YOU CAN KNOW THE MIND OF CHRIST; 

Yet among the mature (perfect: completed) we do impart wisdom,  
 

YET, THE MIND OF CHRIST IS NOT OBSERVABLE. 
although it is not a wisdom of this age or  
of the rulers (human rulers of governments, people) of this age, who are doomed to pass away.  

 
RATHER, THE MIND OF CHRIST IS HIDDEN, 

But we impart a secret and hidden (mystery) wisdom of God, which God decreed (predetermined plan) before 
the ages for our glory (future glory). 

 
MYSTERY 

LUKE 8: And when his disciples asked him what this parable meant, he said, “To you it has been given to know the secrets 
of the kingdom of God, but for others they are in parables, so that ‘seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not 
understand.’ Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. The ones along the path are those who have heard; then 
the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. And the ones on the 
rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy. But these have no root; they believe for a while, and in 
time of testing fall away. And as for what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go on their way they 
are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature. As for that in the good soil, they 
are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patience. 
 
ROMANS 11:25 Lest you be wise in your own sight, I do not want you to be unaware of this mystery, brothers: a partial 
hardening has come upon Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. 
 

1 The Outline Bible. Harold L. Willmington. Tyndale House. 1999. (pages 644-645) 
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EPHESIANS 1:9 in all wisdom and insight making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set 
forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 

 
EPHESIANS 3:1-6 For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— assuming that you have heard 
of the stewardship of God's grace that was given to me for you, show the mystery was made known to me tby revelation, 
as I have written briefly. When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, which was not made 
known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. 
This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus 
through the gospel 
 
Ephesians 3:7-13  Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God's grace, which was given me by the 
working of his power. To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the 
unsearchable riches of Christ, and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden  for ages in God, who 
created all things, so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly places. This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, in 
whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him. So I ask you not to lose heart over what I am 
suffering for you, which is your glory. 

 
COLOSSIANS 1:24-29  Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up what is lacking in Christ's 
afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church, of which I became a minister according to the stewardship from God 
that was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully known, the mystery hidden for ages and generations but now 
revealed to his saints. To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this 
mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all 
wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ. For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully 
works within me. 

 
EXPLAINING WHY THE MIND OF CHRIST IS MISUNDERSTOOD. 

None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of 
glory. But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what God 
has prepared for those who love him”— 

 
BUT NOW THE MIND OF CHRIST IS REVEALED, 

these things God has revealed (the unveiling of something that was formerly hidden) to us through the Spirit. For 
the Spirit searches (exhaustive investigation) everything, even the depths of God. For who knows a person's 
thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of 
God except the Spirit of God.  
 

Revealed 
LUKE 10:21-24  In that same hour he rejoiced fin the Holy Spirit and said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
that you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children; yes, Father, for 
such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows who the Son is except 
the Father, or who the Father is except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.” 
Then turning to the disciples he said privately, “Blessed are the eyes that see what you see! For I tell you that many 
prophets and kings desired to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.” 
 
 
GALATIANS 1:11-17  For I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached by me is not man's gospel. For 
I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ.  For you have 
heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God violently and tried to destroy it.  And I was 
advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people, so extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my 
fathers. But when he who had set me apart before I was born, and who called me by his grace, was pleased to reveal his 
Son to me, in order that I might preach him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with anyone; nor did I go up 
to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me, but I went away into Arabia, and returned again to Damascus. 
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ROMANS 1:16-17  For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to 
the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The 
righteous shall live by faith.” 

 
GIVING YOU UNDERSTANDING OF THE MIND OF CHRIST. 

Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might 
understand the things freely given us by God. 

 
AN UNDERSTANDING THROUGH HUMAN LANGUAGE AND SPIRITUAL WISDOM. 

And we impart (put two things together to compare, to interpret) this in words not taught by human wisdom but 
taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual. 

 
 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And God saw that the light was good. And God separated the light 
from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the first day. (Genesis 1:3-5 ESV) 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All 
things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life was 
the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all 
might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 
The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made 
through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who 
did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of 
the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full 
of grace and truth. (John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks 
before me, because he was before me.’”) For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. For the law was 
given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the 
Father's side, he has made him known. (John 1:1-17 ESV) 

 
YET, SOME DO NOT UNDERSTAND THE MIND OF CHRIST, 

The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not 
able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned (an extensive investigation in a judicial setting with 
the presentation of evidence, resulting in a rendered judgment). 
 

WHILE OTHERS DO ACCEPT THE MIND OF CHRIST. 
The spiritual person judges all things, but is himself to be judged by no one. “For who has understood the 
mind (capacity to think and make intelligent decisions based on a variety of data. Contrasted with animal instincts) of the 
Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ.  (Isaiah 40:13) 

 
Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind and said: 
“Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge? 
Dress for action like a man; 
I will question you, and you make it known to me. (Job 38-39)  

 
 

Thesis of Chapter 2:6-16 
You can know the Mind of Christ, yet it is not observable. Rather, the Mind of Christ is hidden, explaining why it is misunderstood. 
But now the Mind of Christ is revealed, giving you understanding, an understanding through human language and spiritual wisdom. 
Yet, some do not understand the Mind of Christ while others do accept it—thus knowing the mind of Christ.  
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