
CHARACTERISTICS OF DIVISIONS: PUBLIC GRIEVANCES THROUGH CIVIL LAWSUITS 
I Corinthians 6:1-11  ESV 

 

THE UNACCEPTABLE MEANS TO HANDLE DISAGREEMENTS—CIVIL LAWSUITS:  
 

When one of you has a grievance against another, does he dare go to law before the unrighteous (adikos: 
lacking righteousness) instead of the saints?  

 
1. REASON ONE: THE CHURCH WILL JUDGE THE NATURAL AND SPIRITUAL WORLDS 
 

Eternal and Spiritual Reasons 

Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world? (Dan 7:22) 
And if the world is to be judged by you, are you incompetent to try trivial cases? 
Do you not know that we are to judge angels? (2 Peter 2:4; Jude 1:6) 

 
Temporary and Natural Reason 

How much more, then, matters pertaining to this life! So if you have such cases, why do you lay them before 
those who have no standing in the church?  

 
2. REASON TWO: CHURCH MEDIATION 

 
I say this to your shame. Can it be that there is no one among you wise enough to settle a dispute between the 
brothers, but brother goes to law against brother, and that before unbelievers?  
 

Moses' father-in-law said to him, “What you are doing is not good. You and the people with you will certainly wear 
yourselves out, for the thing is too heavy for you. You are not able to do it alone. Now obey my voice; I will give you 
advice, and God be with you! You shall represent the people before God and bring their cases to God, and you shall 
warn them about the statutes and the laws, and make them know the way in which they must walk and what they 
must do. Moreover, look for able men from all the people, men who fear God, who are trustworthy and hate a bribe, 
and place such men over the people as chiefs of thousands, of hundreds, of fifties, and of tens. And let them judge the 
people at all times. Every great matter they shall bring to you, but any small matter they shall decide themselves. So it 
will be easier for you, and they will bear the burden with you. If you do this, God will direct you, you will be able to 
endure, and all this people also will go to their place in peace.” (Exodus 18:17-23 ESV) 
 
“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have 
gained your brother. But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be 
established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he 
refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly, I say to you, whatever you 
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Again I say to you, 
if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. For where two 
or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.” (Matthew 18:15-20 ESV) 

 
3. REASON THREE: SPIRITUAL DEFEAT 
 

To have lawsuits at all with one another is already a defeat for you.  
 
4. REASON FOUR: THE O.T. LAW OF NOT OPPRESSING THE POOR 
 

Why not rather suffer wrong (adikeo: to act unjustly)?  
Why not rather be defrauded?  
 

Old Testament Teaching to Israel 
Forgiveness of all debts on the 7th Year (Deut 15:1-6) 
Free all slaves on the 7th years (Deut 15:13-14) 
Rest all land on the 7th year (Leviticus 25:1-5) 
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Return of all land on the 50th year (Leviticus 25:8-19) 
Do not collect the pledge of the poor/widow (Deut 24:17-18) 
Do not charge interest (Deut 23:19-20) 

 
Oppression of the poor by the Wealthy 

Ignored the poor (Amos 4:1) 
Exploited the poor by the accumulation of wealth (Amos 5:11-12) 
Ignored the poor by indulging in Wealth (Amos 6:4-7) 
Oppressed the poor with unjust practices (Amos 8:4-6) 
Oppressed the poor by their leaders (Isaiah 3:13-15) 
Exploited the poor (Isaiah 10:1-4) 
Oppressed the poor: Disobeyed the 50th year (Isaiah 5:8-10) 
Oppressed the poor with Religious worship (Isaiah 58:3-7) 

 
5. REASON FIVE: NOT CHRIST-LIKE 

 
But you yourselves wrong (adiko: to act unjustly) and defraud—even your own brothers!  
Or do you not know that the unrighteous (adikos: lacking righteousness) will not inherit the kingdom of God?  
Do not be deceived:  
neither the sexually immoral,  (pornos) 
nor idolaters,  (eidololatres) 
nor adulterers,  (moichoi) married having sex with someone not your spouse  
nor men  (malakoi: soft to the touch; allows himself to be sexually abused); 
who practice homosexuality,  (arsenokoitai: male + bed)  
nor thieves,  (kleptou: steals by fraud and in secrect) 
nor the greedy,  (pleonektou: to be covetous) 
nor drunkards,  (methusou: drunkard) 
nor revilers,  (loidoros: railing, reviling) 
nor swindlers  (harpagos: to seize upon, rapacious animal, a wolf) 
will inherit the kingdom of God.  
 

6. REASON SIX: JUSTIFIED BY CHRIST 

 
And such were some of you.  
But you were washed, (apolouso: to wash away) 
you were sanctified, (hagiazo: to make holy; to render clean in a moral sense) 
you were justified (dikaioo: to recognize as righteous)  
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 
 

Paul’s Appeal to Caesar and Civil Law Suits 

 
After he stayed among them not more than eight or ten days, he (Festus) went down to Caesarea. And the next day he took his 
seat on the tribunal and ordered Paul to be brought. When he had arrived, the Jews who had come down from Jerusalem 
stood around him, bringing many and serious charges against him that they could not prove.  
Paul argued in his defense,  

“Neither against the law of the Jews, nor against the temple, nor against Caesar have I committed any offense.”  
But Festus, wishing to do the Jews a favor, said to Paul,  

“Do you wish to go up to Jerusalem and there be tried on these charges before me?”  
But Paul said,  

“I am standing before Caesar's tribunal, where I ought to be tried. To the Jews I have done no wrong, as you yourself 
know very well.  If then I am a wrongdoer and have committed anything for which I deserve to die, I do not seek to 
escape death. But if there is nothing to their charges against me, no one can give me up to them. I appeal to Caesar.”  

Then Festus, when he had conferred with his council, answered,  
“To Caesar you have appealed; to Caesar you shall go.” (Acts 25:6-12 ESV) 
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