
 

The Prophet Jonah:  
The Grace of God is Scandalously Unjust 

 
JONAH: THE THEOLOGY OF READING THE BIBLE 
 

Then some of the scribes and Pharisees said to him, “Teacher, we want to see a sign from you.” 
 
He answered them, “An evil and adulterous generation demands a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of                       
the prophet Jonah.  
 

● For as Jonah was in the belly of the huge fish three days and three nights, so the Son of Man will be in the heart                          
of the earth three days and three nights. 

 
● The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, because they repented                   

at Jonah’s preaching; and look—something greater than Jonah is here.  
 

● The queen of the south will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, because she came from                     
the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and look—something greater than Solomon is here.                  
(Matthew 12:38-42 CSV) 

 
JONAH: THE HISTORY OF READING THE BIBLE 
 

In the fifteenth year of Judah’s King Amaziah son of Joash, Jeroboam son of Jehoash became king of Israel in Samaria,                     
and he reigned forty-one years. He did what was evil in the Lord’s sight. He did not turn away from all the sins                       
Jeroboam son of Nebat had caused Israel to commit. 
 
He restored Israel’s border from Lebo-hamath as far as the Sea of the Arabah, according to the word the Lord, the God                      
of Israel, had spoken through his servant, the prophet Jonah son of Amittai from Gath-hepher.  
 
For the Lord saw that the affliction of Israel was very bitter for both slaves and free people. There was no one to help                        
Israel. The Lord had not said he would blot out the name of Israel under heaven, so he delivered them by the hand of                        
Jeroboam son of Jehoash. (2 Kings 14:23-29 CSV) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“A power vacuum created by Assyria’s attack and withdrawal from          
Syria allowed Jeroboam II of Israel and Azariah (also called Uzziah) of            
Judah to recover land that had once belonged to their kingdoms.           
Jeroboam recovered much of Gilead, and Azariah recovered Elath on          
the Red Sea. Jeroboam also subdued much of Syria’s territory for a            
time, and Azariah captured some Philistine towns and fought against          
the Arabians at Gurbaal and the Meunites. c. 767–753 b.c. “ (English            
Standard Version Study Bible) 
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The word of the Lord came to Jonah son of Amittai: “Get up! Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it because                         
their evil has come up before me.” Jonah got up to flee to Tarshish from the Lord’s presence. He went down to Joppa and                        
found a ship going to Tarshish. He paid the fare and went down into it to go with them to Tarshish from the Lord’s                        
presence. But the Lord threw a great wind onto the sea, and such a great storm arose on the sea that the ship threatened                        
to break apart. The sailors were afraid, and each cried out to his god. They threw the ship’s cargo into the sea to lighten the                         
load. Meanwhile, Jonah had gone down to the lowest part of the vessel and had stretched out and fallen into a deep sleep.                       
The captain approached him and said, “What are you doing sound asleep? Get up! Call to your god.[a] Maybe this god will                      
consider us, and we won’t perish.” “Come on!” the sailors said to each other. “Let’s cast lots. Then we’ll know who is to                       
blame for this trouble we’re in.” So they cast lots, and the lot singled out Jonah. Then they said to him, “Tell us who is to                          
blame for this trouble we’re in. What is your business, and where are you from? What is your country, and what people are                       
you from?” He answered them, “I’m a Hebrew. I worship the Lord, the God of the heavens, who made the sea and the dry                        
land.” Then the men were seized by a great fear and said to him, “What is this you’ve done?” The men knew he was fleeing                         
from the Lord’s presence because he had told them. So they said to him, “What should we do to you so that the sea will                         
calm down for us?” For the sea was getting worse and worse. He answered them, “Pick me up and throw me into the sea so                         
that it will calm down for you, for I know that I’m to blame for this great storm that is against you.” Nevertheless, the men                         
rowed hard to get back to dry land, but they couldn’t because the sea was raging against them more and more. So they                       
called out to the Lord: “Please, Lord, don’t let us perish because of this man’s life, and don’t charge us with innocent blood!                       
For you, Lord, have done just as you pleased.” Then they picked up Jonah and threw him into the sea, and the sea stopped                        
its raging. The men were seized by great fear of the Lord, and they offered a sacrifice to the Lord and made vows. The Lord                         
appointed a great fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights. Jonah prayed to                        
the Lord his God from the belly of the fish: I called to the Lord in my distress, and he answered me. I cried out for help from                            
deep inside Sheol; you heard my voice. You threw me into the depths, into the heart of the seas, and the current overcame                       
me. All your breakers and your billows swept over me. But I said, “I have been banished from your sight, yet I will look once                         
more toward your holy temple. The water engulfed me up to the neck; the watery depths overcame me; seaweed was                    
wrapped around my head. I sank to the foundations of the mountains, the earth’s gates shut behind me forever! Then you                     
raised my life from the Pit, Lord my God! As my life was fading away, I remembered the Lord, and my prayer came to you,                         
to your holy temple. Those who cherish worthless idols abandon their faithful love, but as for me, I will sacrifice to you with                       
a voice of thanksgiving. I will fulfill what I have vowed. Salvation belongs to the Lord.” Then the Lord commanded the fish,                      
and it vomited Jonah onto dry land. The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time: “Get up! Go to the great city of                          
Nineveh and preach the message that I tell you.” Jonah got up and went to Nineveh according to the Lord’s command. Now                      
Nineveh was an extremely great city, a three-day walk. Jonah set out on the first day of his walk in the city and proclaimed,                        
“In forty days Nineveh will be demolished!” Then the people of Nineveh believed God. They proclaimed a fast and dressed                    
in sackcloth—from the greatest of them to the least. When word reached the king of Nineveh, he got up from his throne,                      
took off his royal robe, put on sackcloth, and sat in ashes. Then he issued a decree in Nineveh: By order of the king and his                          
nobles: No person or animal, herd or flock, is to taste anything at all. They must not eat or drink water. Furthermore, both                       
people and animals must be covered with sackcloth, and everyone must call out earnestly to God. Each must turn from his                     
evil ways and from his wrongdoing. Who knows? God may turn and relent; he may turn from his burning anger so that we                       
will not perish. God saw their actions—that they had turned from their evil ways—so God relented from the disaster he had                     
threatened them with. And he did not do it. Jonah was greatly displeased and became furious. He prayed to the Lord:                     
“Please, Lord, isn’t this what I thought while I was still in my own country? That’s why I fled toward Tarshish in the first                        
place. I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger, abounding in faithful love, and one who                     
relents from sending disaster. And now, Lord, take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” The Lord                         
asked, “Is it right for you to be angry?” Jonah left the city and found a place east of it. He made himself a shelter there and                           
sat in its shade to see what would happen to the city. Then the Lord God appointed a plant, and it grew over Jonah to                         
provide shade for his head to rescue him from his trouble. Jonah was greatly pleased with the plant. When dawn came the                      
next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the plant, and it withered. As the sun was rising, God appointed a scorching                      
east wind. The sun beat down on Jonah’s head so much that he almost fainted, and he wanted to die. He said, “It’s better                        
for me to die than to live.” Then God asked Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the plant?” “Yes, it’s right!” he                          
replied. “I’m angry enough to die!” So the Lord said, “You cared about the plant, which you did not labor over and did not                        
grow. It appeared in a night and perished in a night. But may I not care about the great city of Nineveh, which has more                         
than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot distinguish between their right and their left, as well as many                    
animals?  

JONAH: THE LITERATURE OF READING THE BIBLE (Christian Standard Version) 
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ACT 1  ACT 2 

Scene 1 (1:1-3)  Scene 1 (3:1-3a) 
The word of the Lord came to Jonah son of Amittai:  
 

“Get up! Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it 
because their evil has come up before me.”   

 
Jonah got up to flee to Tarshish from the Lord’s presence. 
He went down to Joppa and found a ship going to Tarshish. 
He paid the fare and went down into it to go with them to 
Tarshish from the Lord’s presence. (1:1-3) 

The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time:  
 

“Get up! Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach the 
message that I tell you.”  

 
Jonah got up and went to Nineveh according to the Lord’s 
command. (3:1-3a) 

 
 

Scene 2 (1:4-16)  Scene 2 (3:3b-10) 
But the Lord threw a great wind onto the sea, and such a great 
storm arose on the sea that the ship threatened to break apart.  
 

The sailors were afraid, and each cried out to his god.  
 

They threw the ship’s cargo into the sea to lighten the load. 
Meanwhile, Jonah had gone down to the lowest part of the 
vessel and had stretched out and fallen into a deep sleep.  

 
The captain approached him and said, “What are you 
doing sound asleep? Get up! Call to your god. Maybe 
this god will consider us, and we won’t perish.”  

 
“Come on!” the sailors said to each other. “Let’s 
cast lots. Then we’ll know who is to blame for this 
trouble we’re in.” So they cast lots, and the lot 
singled out Jonah.  

 
Then they said to him, “Tell us who is to 
blame for this trouble we’re in. What is your 
business, and where are you from? What is 
your country, and what people are you from?”  

 
He answered them, “I’m a Hebrew. I 
worship the Lord, the God of the 
heavens, who made the sea and the 
dry land.”  

 
Then the men were seized by a great fear and 
said to him, “What is this you’ve done?” The 
men knew he was fleeing from the Lord’s 
presence because he had told them.  

 
So they said to him, “What should we do to you so 
that the sea will calm down for us?” For the sea 
was getting worse and worse.  

 
He answered them, “Pick me up and throw me into the 
sea so that it will calm down for you, for I know that 
I’m to blame for this great storm that is against you.”  

 
Nevertheless, the men rowed hard to get back to dry land, 
but they couldn’t because the sea was raging against them 
more and more.  

 
So they called out to the Lord: “Please, Lord, don’t let us perish 
because of this man’s life, and don’t charge us with innocent 

Now Nineveh was an extremely great city, a three-day walk. Jonah 
set out on the first day of his walk in the city and proclaimed, “In 
forty days Nineveh will be demolished!”  
 

Then the people of Nineveh believed God. They proclaimed a 
fast and dressed in sackcloth—from the greatest of them to the 
least.  

 
When word reached the king of Nineveh,  

 
he got up from his throne, took off his royal robe, 
put on sackcloth, and sat in ashes.  

 
Then he issued a decree in Nineveh:  

 
By order of the king and his nobles: No person or animal, herd 
or flock, is to taste anything at all. They must not eat or drink 
water. Furthermore, both people and animals must be covered 
with sackcloth, and everyone must call out earnestly to God. 
Each must turn from his evil ways and from his wrongdoing. 
Who knows? God may turn and relent; he may turn from his 
burning anger so that we will not perish.  

 
God saw their actions—that they had turned from their evil 
ways—so God relented from the disaster he had threatened them 
with. And he did not do it. (3:b-10) 
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blood! For you, Lord, have done just as you pleased.”  
 
Then they picked up Jonah and threw him into the sea, and the sea 
stopped its raging. The men were seized by great fear of the Lord, 
and they offered a sacrifice to the Lord and made vows. (1:4-16) 

Scene 3 (1:17-2:10)  Scene 3 (4:-1-4) 
The Lord appointed a great fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was in 
the belly of the fish three days and three nights.  
 

Jonah prayed to the Lord his God from the belly of the fish: 
I called to the Lord in my distress, and he answered me. 
I cried out for help from deep inside Sheol; you heard my voice. 

 
You threw me into the depths, into the heart of the seas, 
and the current overcame me. 
All your breakers and your billows swept over me. 
But I said, “I have been banished from your sight, 
yet I will look once more toward your holy temple. 
The water engulfed me up to the neck; the watery depths 
overcame me; 
seaweed was wrapped around my head. 
I sank to the foundations of the mountains, the earth’s gates 
shut behind me forever! 

 
Then you raised my life from the Pit, Lord my God! 
As my life was fading away, I remembered the Lord, 
and my prayer came to you, to your holy temple. 
 

Those who cherish worthless idols abandon their 
faithful love, 
but as for me, I will sacrifice to you with a voice of 
thanksgiving. 
I will fulfill what I have vowed. Salvation belongs to the 
Lord.” 
 

Then the Lord commanded the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto dry 
land. (1:17-2:10) 

Jonah was greatly displeased and became furious.  
 
 

He prayed to the Lord: “Please, Lord, isn’t this what I thought 
while I was still in my own country?  

 
 
That’s why I fled toward Tarshish in the first place.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to 
anger, abounding in faithful love, and one who relents from 
sending disaster.  

 
And now, Lord, take my life from me, for it is better 
for me to die than to live.”  

 
 
 
 
 
The Lord asked, “Is it right for you to be angry?” (4:1-4) 
 

 
 

ACT 3 (4:5-11) 
Jonah left the city and found a place east of it. He made himself a shelter there and sat in its shade to see what would happen to the city. Then 
the Lord God appointed a plant, and it grew over Jonah to provide shade for his head to rescue him from his trouble.  
 

Jonah was greatly pleased with the plant.  
 
When dawn came the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the plant, and it withered. As the sun was rising, God appointed a 
scorching east wind. The sun beat down on Jonah’s head so much that he almost fainted, and  
 

he wanted to die. He said, “It’s better for me to die than to live.” 
 
Then God asked Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the plant?” 
 

“Yes, it’s right!” he replied. “I’m angry enough to die!” 
 

So the Lord said, “You cared about the plant, which you did not labor over and did not grow. It appeared in a 
night and perished in a night. But may I not care about the great city of Nineveh, which has more than a hundred 
and twenty thousand people who cannot distinguish between their right and their left, as well as many animals?” 
(4:5-11) 

The Grace of God: Scandalously Unjust 
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A) Jonah Commissioned to go to Nineveh (1:1-3) 
 

A) The word of the Lord came to Jonah son of Amittai:   
 

Now Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the LORD, the God of Israel, lives, before whom I stand, there shall 
be neither dew nor rain these years, except by my word.”  And the word of the LORD came to him: “Depart from here and turn 
eastward and hide yourself by the brook Cherith, which is east of the Jordan.  You shall drink from the brook, and I have 
commanded the ravens to feed you there.”  So he went and did according to the word of the LORD. He went and lived by the 
brook Cherith that is east of the Jordan.  And the ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning, and bread and meat in 
the evening, and he drank from the brook.  And after a while the brook dried up, because there was no rain in the land. 

 
Then the word of the LORD came to him, “Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and dwell there. Behold, I have 
commanded a widow there to feed you.”  So he arose and went to Zarephath.  

 
B) “Get up! Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it because their evil has come up before                                         
me.”  

 
The sons of Ham: Cush, Egypt, Put, and Canaan. The sons of Cush: Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, and Sabteca. The sons of                      
Raamah: Sheba and Dedan.  

 
Cush fathered Nimrod; he was the first on earth to be a mighty man. He was a mighty hunter before the LORD. Therefore it is                         
said, “Like Nimrod a mighty hunter before the LORD.” The beginning of his kingdom was Babel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in the                      
land of Shinar. From that land he went into Assyria and built Nineveh, Rehoboth-Ir, Calah, and Resen between Nineveh and                    
Calah; that is the great city.  
 
Egypt fathered Ludim, Anamim, Lehabim, Naphtuhim, Pathrusim, Casluhim (from whom the Philistines came), and Caphtorim.               
(Genesis 10:6-14 ESV) 
 
Canaan fathered Sidon his firstborn and Heth, and the Jebusites, the Amorites, the Girgashites, the Hivites, the Arkites, the                   
Sinites, the Arvadites, the Zemarites, and the Hamathites. Afterward the clans of the Canaanites dispersed. And the territory of                   
the Canaanites extended from Sidon in the direction of Gerar as far as Gaza, and in the direction of Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah,                      
and Zeboiim, as far as Lasha.  These are the sons of Ham, by their clans, their languages, their lands, and their nations. 

 
C) Jonah got up to flee to Tarshish from the Lord’s presence. He went down to Joppa and found a ship                                         
going to Tarshish. He paid the fare and went down into it to go with them to Tarshish from the Lord’s                                         
presence. (CSV) 

 
Contrast to Jonah: False Prophets  (Jeremiah 23:9-33 CSV) 

 
(POETRY) 

 
Concerning the prophets: 
a) My heart is broken within me, and all my bones tremble. 
b) I have become like a drunkard, like a man overcome by wine,  
c) because of the Lord, because of his holy words. 
d) For the land is full of adulterers; the land mourns because of the curse, and the grazing lands in the wilderness have dried 

up. 
e) Their way of life has become evil, and their power is not rightly used 
f) because both prophet and priest are ungodly, even in my house I have found their evil. This is the Lord’s declaration. 
g) Therefore, their way will seem like slippery paths in the gloom. They will be driven away and fall down there, 
h) for I will bring disaster on them, the year of their punishment. This is the Lord’s declaration. 
i) Among the prophets of Samaria I saw something disgusting: 

j) They prophesied by Baal and led my people Israel astray. 
k) Among the prophets of Jerusalem also I saw a horrible thing: 

l)  They commit adultery and walk in lies. They strengthen the hands of evildoers, and none turns his back on evil. 
m) They are all like Sodom to me; Jerusalem’s residents are like Gomorrah. 
n) Therefore, this is what the Lord of Armies says concerning the prophets: 
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o) I am about to feed them wormwood and give them poisoned water to drink, 
p) for from the prophets of Jerusalem ungodliness has spread throughout the land. 

 
(NARRATIVE) 

 
This is what the Lord of Armies says:  

a) “Do not listen to the words of the prophets who prophesy to you.  
b) They are deluding you.  
c) They speak visions from their own minds, not from the Lord’s mouth.  
d) They keep on saying to those who despise me, ‘The Lord has spoken: You will have peace.’  
e) They have said to everyone who follows the stubbornness of his heart, ‘No harm will come to you.’” 

 
(POETRY) 

 
a) For who has stood in the council of the Lord to see and hear his word? Who has paid attention to his word and obeyed? 
b) Look, a storm from the Lord! Wrath has gone out, 
c) a whirling storm. It will whirl about the heads of the wicked. 
d) The Lord’s anger will not turn away until he has completely fulfilled the purposes of his heart. 
e) In time to come you will understand it clearly. 
f) I did not send out these prophets, yet they ran. 
g) I did not speak to them, yet they prophesied. 
h) If they had really stood in my council, they would have enabled my people to hear my words and would have turned them 

from their evil ways and their evil deeds. 
 

(NARRATIVE) 
 

a) “Am I a God who is only near”—this is the Lord’s declaration— 
 

b) “and not a God who is far away?  Can a person hide in secret places where I cannot see him?”—the Lord’s declaration.  
 

c) “Do I not fill the heavens and the earth?”—the Lord’s declaration.  
 

d) “I have heard what the prophets who prophesy a lie in my name have said: ‘I had a dream! I had a dream!’  How long will 
this continue in the minds of the prophets prophesying lies, prophets of the deceit of their own minds? Through their 
dreams that they tell one another, they plan to cause my people to forget my name as their fathers forgot my name through 
Baal worship. The prophet who has only a dream should recount the dream, but the one who has my word should speak my 
word truthfully, for what is straw compared to grain?”—this is the Lord’s declaration.  

 
e) “Is not my word like fire”—this is the Lord’s declaration— 

 
f) “and like a hammer that pulverizes rock? Therefore, take note! I am against the prophets”—the Lord’s declaration— 

 
g) “who steal my words from each other. I am against the prophets”—the Lord’s declaration— 

 
h) “who use their own tongues to make a declaration. I am against those who prophesy false dreams”—the Lord’s 

declaration— 
 

i) “telling them and leading my people astray with their reckless lies. It was not I who sent or commanded them, and they are 
of no benefit at all to these people”—this is the Lord’s declaration. 

 
j) “Now when these people or a prophet or a priest asks you, ‘What is the burden[e] of the Lord?’ you will respond to them, 

‘What is the burden? I will throw you away! This is the Lord’s declaration.’ 
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