
God’s Mystery Revealed: Salvation to the Gentiles
Jonah 4:5-11

BACKGROUND: ASSYRIA BEFORE JONAH

Ashurnasirpal II (883-859) “Defeated armies were impaled, flayed, or beheaded in great numbers. Mass deportations, however, were
found to serve the interests of the growing empire better than terror.  Through the systematic exchange of native populations,
conquered regions were denationalized. The result was a submissive, mixed population in which the Aramaean element became the
majority.. This provide the labor force for the various public works in the metropolitan centers of the Assyrian empire. He rebuilt
Kalakah and made it his capital. Ashur remained the centre of the worship of god Ashur—in whose name all the wars of conquest
were fought. A third capital was Ninveah.” (The History of Ancient Mesopotamia,   The New Encyclopedia Britannica. Vol 23 1994.
Page 879)

“He was the first to use cavalry units to any large extent in addition to infantry and war-chariot troops. He also was the first to
employ heavy, mobile battering rams ans wall breakers in his sieges. Following after the conquering troops came officials from all
branches of the civil service, because the king wanted to lose no time in incorporating the new lands into his empire.” ( The History of
Ancient Mesopotamia,  The New Encyclopaedia Britannica. Vol 23 1994. Page 879)

“Ashurnasirpal II was so brutal in his wars that he was able to inspire architects, structural engineers, and artists and sculptors to
heights never before achieved. He built and enlarged temples and palaces in several cities. His most impressive monument was his
own palace in Kalakh,  covering a space of  269,000 square feet.  Hundreds of  large limestone slabs were used in murals in  the
staterooms and living quarters. Most of the scenes were done in relief, but pained murals also have been found. Most of them depict
mythological themes and symbolic fertility rites, with the king participating. Brutal war pictures were aimed to discourage enemies.
The chief god of Kalakh was Ninurta, god of war and the hunt. The tower of the temple dedicated to Ninurta also served as an
astronomical observatory.” (The History of Ancient Mesopotamia,  The New Encyclopaedia Britannica. Vol 23 1994. Page 879)

Shalmaneser III (858-824)
“His campaigns were directed mostly against Syria. While he was able to conquer northern Syria and make it a province, in the south
he could  only  weaken  the strong  state  of  Damascus  and  was  unable,  even  after  several  wars,  to  eliminate  it.  In  841 he  laid
unsuccessful siege to Damascus. Also in 841 King Jehu of Israel was forced to pay tribute….During his long reign he built temples,
palaces, and fortifications in Assyria as well as in the other capitals of his provinces. His artists created many statues and stelae.
Among the best  known is the Black Obelisk,  which includes a picture of Jehu of  Israel paying tribute.”  (The History of Ancient
Mesopotamia,  The New Encyclopaedia Britannica. Vol 23 1994. Page 880)
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Jonah 4:5-11

A) Jonah left the city and found a place east of it. He made himself a shelter there and sat in its shade to
see what would happen to the city. Then the Lord God appointed a plant, and it grew over Jonah to provide
shade for his head to rescue him from his trouble. 

EAST: Separation from God’s Presence

Adam/ Eve: He drove out the man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming sword that turned every 
way to guard the way to the tree of life. (Genesis 3:24 ESV)

Cain: Then Cain went away from the presence of the LORD and settled in the land of Nod, east of Eden. (Genesis 4:6 ESV)
Babel: Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. And as people migrated from the east, they found a plain in the 

land of Shinar and settled there. And they said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.” 
And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for mortar. Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the 

heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth.” (Genesis 11:1-
4 ESV)
Lot: So Lot chose for himself all the Jordan Valley, and Lot journeyed east. Thus they separated from each other. (Gen 13:11 

ESV)

SHADE: Man’s Protection and God’s Protection

Shelter: He made himself a shelter there and sat in its shade to see what would happen to the city. (4:5 ESV)
Plant: Then the Lord God appointed a plant, and it grew over Jonah to provide shade for his head to rescue him from his trouble. (4:6 

ESV)

APPOINTED: God’s Grace and God’s Justice

Fish: And the LORD appointed a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights. 
(Jonah 2:17 ESV)

Plant: Now the LORD God appointed a plant and made it come up over Jonah, that it might be a shade over his head, to save him 
from his discomfort. So Jonah was exceedingly glad because of the plant. (4:6 ESV)

Worm: But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the plant, so that it withered. (4:7 ESV)
Wind: When the sun rose, God appointed a scorching east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint. 

And he asked that he might die and said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” (4:8 ESV)

B) Jonah was greatly pleased with the plant. 

Great: Obstacles for Jonah

Nineveh “Get up! Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it because their evil has come up before me.” 1:2
Wind: But the Lord threw a great wind onto the sea, 1:4b
Storm: and such a great storm arose on the sea that the ship threatened to break apart. 1:4b
Sailors’ Fear: Then the men were seized by a great fear and said to him, “What is this you’ve done?” The men knew he was fleeing from the 

Lord’s presence because he had told them. 1:10
Storm He answered them, “Pick me up and throw me into the sea so that it will calm down for you, for I know that I’m to blame for 

this great storm that is against you.” 1:12
Sailors’ Fear The men were seized by great fear of the Lord, and they offered a sacrifice to the Lord and made vows. 1:16
Fish The Lord appointed a great fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights. 1:17
Nineveh “Get up! Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach the message that I tell you.” 3:2
Nineveh Jonah got up and went to Nineveh according to the Lord’s command. Now Nineveh was an extremely great city, a three-day 

walk. 3:3
Jonah’s Anger Jonah was greatly displeased and became furious. 4:1
Nineveh But may I not care about the great city of Nineveh, which has more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot 

distinguish between their right and their left, as well as many animals?” 4:11
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A1) When dawn came the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the plant, and it withered. As the 
sun was rising, God appointed a scorching east wind. The sun beat down on Jonah’s head so much that he 
almost fainted, and

Worm: God’s Judgment

Israel: “The LORD will bring you and your king whom you set over you to a nation that neither you nor your fathers have known. And 
there you shall serve other gods of wood and stone. And you shall become a horror, a proverb, and a byword among 

all the peoples where the LORD will lead you away. You shall carry much seed into the field and shall gather in little, for the 
locust shall consume it. You shall plant vineyards and dress them, but you shall neither drink of the wine nor gather the grapes, 
for the worm shall eat them. You shall have olive trees throughout all your territory, but you shall not anoint yourself with the
oil, for your olives shall drop off. Deut 28:36-39
Bildad to Job: Then Bildad the Shuhite answered and said: “Dominion and fear are with God; he makes peace in his high heaven. Is there any 

number to his armies? Upon whom does his light not arise? How then can man be in the right before God? How can 
he who is born of woman be pure? Behold, even the moon is not bright, and the stars are not pure in his eyes; how 
much less man, who is a maggot, and the son of man, who is a worm!” Job 25:4-6
David & Jesus: But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by mankind and despised by the people. All who see me mock me; they make mouths 

at me; they wag their heads; “He trusts in the LORD; let him deliver him; let him rescue him, for he delights in him!”  
Psalm 22:7
Babylon:    All of them will answer and say to you: ‘You too have become as weak as we! You have become like us!’ Your pomp is brought 

down to Sheol, the sound of your harps; maggots are laid as a bed beneath you, and worms are your covers.  Isaiah 
14:11
Jacob: Fear not, you worm Jacob, you men of Israel! I am the one who helps you, declares the LORD; your Redeemer is the Holy One 

of Israel. Isaiah 41:14

Attack: God’s Judgment

Jeroboam: He restored the border of Israel from Lebo-hamath as far as the Sea of the Arabah, according to the word of the LORD, the God 
of Israel, which he spoke by his servant Jonah the son of Amittai, the prophet, who was from Gath-hepher. For the 

LORD saw that the affliction of Israel was very bitter, for there was none left, bond or free, and there was none to help 
Israel. But the LORD had not said that he would blot out the name of Israel from under heaven, so he saved them by the 
hand of Jeroboam the son of Joash. (2 Kings 14:25-27 ESV)
Worm: When dawn came the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the plant, and it withered.
Sun: The sun beat down on Jonah’s head so much that he almost fainted, and 

B1) he wanted to die. He said, “It’s better for me to die than to live.”

A2) Then God asked Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the plant?”

B2) “Yes, it’s right!” he replied. “I’m angry enough to die!”

Die: Anger at God’s Mercy and Judgment

Mercy for Assyrians: Therefore now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” And the LORD said, 
“Do you do well to be angry?” (4:3)

Judgment for Jonah: He said, “It’s better for me to die than to live.” (4:8)

C) So the Lord said, “You cared about the plant, which you did not labor over and did not grow. It appeared in a
night and perished in a night. But may I not care about the great city of Nineveh, which has more than a 
hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot distinguish between their right and their left, as well as many 
animals?” (4:5-11)

God’s Scandalously Unfair Grace to the Assyrians

Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house to the land that I will show 
you.  And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I 
will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth 
shall be blessed.” (Genesis 12:1-3 ESV)

Jonah’s Anger and Nineveh’s Repentance: God’s Grace Explained in Romans 9-11 
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God’s Grace to Jonah: Seven Blessings of Grace   9:1-5 ESV
They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the 
worship, and the promises.  To them belong the patriarchs, and from their race, according to the flesh, is the 
Christ, who is God over all, blessed forever. Amen.

God’s Grace to Jonah: God Chose Isaac and Jacob, not Ishmael and Esau   9:6-18 ESV
And not only so, but also when Rebekah had conceived children by one man, our forefather Isaac,  though they were not yet 
born and had done nothing either good or bad—in order that God's purpose of election might continue, not because of works 
but because of him who calls—  she was told, “The older will serve the younger.”  As it is written, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I 
hated.”

God’s Grace to Nineveh 9:19-29 ESV
As indeed he says in Hosea, “Those who were not my people I will call ‘my people,’ and her who was not beloved I will call 
‘beloved.’” “And in the very place where it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’ there they will be called ‘sons of the 
living God.’”

God’s Grace Was Rejected by Jonah by Works  9:30-10:4 ESV
What shall we say, then? That Gentiles who did not pursue righteousness have attained it, that is, a righteousness that is by 
faith; but that Israel who pursued a law that would lead to righteousness did not succeed in reaching that law. Why? Because 
they did not pursue it by faith, but as if it were based on works. 

God’s Grace Was Promised to Nineveh (All Nations) by Faith      10:5-17 ESV
The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because, if you confess 
with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For with 
the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. For there is no distinction between Jew
and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. For “everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord will be saved.” 

God’s Grace to Nineveh Angered Jonah 10:18-20 ESV
But I ask, have they not heard? Indeed they have, for “Their voice has gone out to all the earth, and their words to the ends of 
the world.” But I ask, did Israel not understand? First Moses says, “I will make you jealous of those who are not a nation; 
with a foolish nation I will make you angry.” Then Isaiah is so bold as to say, “I have been found by those who did not seek 
me; I have shown myself to those who did not ask for me.”

Israel’s Failure to Receive God’s Grace    10:21-11:10 ESV
What then? Israel failed to obtain what it was seeking. The elect obtained it, but the rest were hardened, as it is written,
“God gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes that would not see and ears that would not hear, down to this very day.”

God’s Grace to Nineveh: To Make Israel Jealous   11:11-24 ESV
So I ask, did they stumble in order that they might fall? By no means! Rather, through their trespass salvation has come to the
Gentiles, so as to make Israel jealous. Now if their trespass means riches for the world, and if their failure means riches for 
the Gentiles, how much more will their full inclusion mean! 

Warning to Nineveh: Do Not Take God’s Grace for Granted       11:17-24 ESV
So do not become proud, but fear. For if God did not spare the natural branches, neither will he spare you. Note then the 
kindness and the severity of God: severity toward those who have fallen, but God's kindness to you, provided you continue in
his kindness. Otherwise you too will be cut off. And even they, if they do not continue in their unbelief, will be grafted in, for 
God has the power to graft them in again. For if you were cut from what is by nature a wild olive tree, and grafted, contrary 
to nature, into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will these, the natural branches, be grafted back into their own olive 
tree.

God’s Grace to Nineveh in the Past and God’s Grace to Israel in the Future     11:25-36 ESV
Lest you be wise in your own sight, I do not want you to be unaware of this mystery, brothers: a partial hardening has come 
upon Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. And in this way all Israel will be saved, as it is written, “The 
Deliverer will come from Zion, he will banish ungodliness from Jacob”;“ and this will be my covenant with them when I take
away their sins.”
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