
GOD’S GRACE IS SCANDALOUSLY UNFAIR: JONAH’S CALL AND NINEVEH’S REPENTANCE  
(Jonah 3:1-10 ESV) 

 
Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying,  

“Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it the message that I tell you.”  
So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD.  

 
Kings of Assyria and the Kings of Northern Israel 

KINGS OF ISRAEL YEARS OF 
REIGN 

REFERENCES IN 1–2 
KINGS 

ASSYRIAN KING DESCRIPTION  
1

Jeroboam I 931–911 1 Kings 11:26–40; 
12:1–14:20  

 

Nadab 911–910 1 Kings 15:25–32  Adadnirari II 
(911-891) 

 

Baasha 910–887 1 Kings 15:27–16:7  Tukulti-Ninurta II 
(890-884) Elah 887–886 1 Kings 16:8–14  

Zimri 886 1 Kings 16:9–20  

Omri 886-875 1 Kings 16:16–17, 
21–28  

Ashur-nasirpal II 
(883-859) 

 

A cruel warrior king, he made Assyria into the most fierce 
fighting machine of ancient world. Capital moved to Nimrod in 
879.  

Ahab 875–853 1 Kings 16:29–17:1; 
18:1–19:3; 20:1–22:40  

Shalmaneser III 
(858-824) 

His reign was marked by almost constant war. He was the first 
Assyrian king to come into conflict with Israel. King Ahab 
fought against him, and king Jehu paid him tribute in 841 BC. 
His royal inscriptions were more detailed and more numerous 
than any other king. His building works were massive just like 
his father Assurnasirpal II. During his reign, the capital was 
moved to Nineveh.  

Ahaziah 853–852 1 Kings 22:51–53; 2 
Kings 1:1–18 

Joram/ 
Jehoram 

852–841 2 Kings 3:1–27; (“king 
of Israel” in 6:8–7:20); 
9:14–26 

Jehu 841–814 2 Kings 9:1–10:36  Shamshi-Adail V 
(823-811) 

Most of his reign was focused on Babylonia and his own 
internal conflicts. 

Jehoahaz 814–798 2 Kings 13:1–9  Queen Shamiram 
(811-806) 

 

 

Joash/ 
Jehoash 

798–782 2 Kings 13:10–25; 
14:8–16  

Adad-Nirari III 
(806-783) 

The little information about his reign mentions his building 
projects at Calah and Nineveh, as well as a conflict at Der in 
Babylonia and collecting tribute in Damascus, Syria. 

Jeroboam II 
 

782–753 2 Kings 14:23–29  Shalmameser IV 
(782-773) 

The limited knowledge of his reign reveals some conflicts in 
Damascus and a period of decline in Assyria. 
 Amos 

Jonah 
Hosea 

760 Ashur-Dayan III 
(772-755) 

 
Zechariah 753–752 2 Kings 15:8–12  Ashur-nirari V 

(754-745) 

There is very little information about his reign. The king of 
Urartu boasted of a victory over this king of Assyria in an 
inscription. 

Shallum 752 2 Kings 15:10, 13–16  

Menahem 752–742 2 Kings 15:14–22  Tiglath Pileser III 
(744-727) 

He restored Assyria to a major world power. He is the "Pul" 
mentioned in the Bible and the one who began to destroy 
Samaria, the capital of the Northern Kingdom of Israel. He 
carried many away into captivity. This captivity is mentioned in 
his own inscriptions, the Babylonian Chronicle, and the Bible. 

Pekahiah 
 

Isaiah (740) 
Micah (742) 

742/–740 2 Kings 15:23–26  

Pekah 740–732 2 Kings 15:25, 27–31  

Hoshea 732–722 2 Kings 15:30; 17:1–6  Shalmaneser V 
(726-722) 

 
Sargon II 
(721-705) 

He besieged Samaria, the capital of the Northern Kingdom of 
Israel. He died during the siege after imposing taxation on the 
holy city (Asshur), and his son Sargon came to power. 
He completed the destruction of Samaria and the captivity of 
Israel. He was also famous for his magnificent palace with his 
colossal winged guardians. 

1 http://www.bible-history.com/black-obelisk/assyria-kings.html 
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Historian Simon Anglim writes: “While historians tend to shy away from analogies, it is tempting to see the Assyrian                   
Empire, which dominated the Middle East from 900-612 BC, as a historical forebear of Nazi Germany: an aggressive,                  
murderously vindictive regime supported by a magnificent and successful war machine. As with the German army of                 
World War II, the Assyrian army was the most technologically and doctrinally advanced of its day and was a model for                     
others for generations afterwards. The Assyrians were the first to make extensive use of iron weaponry [and] not only                   
were iron weapons superior to     
bronze, but could be    
mass-produced, allowing the   
equipping of very large armies     
indeed (12).”  
 
KING SENNACHERIB: “I cut their     
throats like lambs. I cut off their       
precious lives [as one cuts] a string.       
Like the many waters of a storm, I       
made [the contents of] their gullets      
and entrails run down upon the      
wide earth. My prancing steeds     
harnessed for my riding, plunged     
into the streams of their blood as       
[into] a river. The wheels of my war        
chariot, which brings low the     
wicked and the evil, were     
bespattered with blood and filth.     
With the bodies of their warriors I       
filled the plain, like grass. [Their]      
testicles I cut off, and tore out their privates like the seeds of cucumbers.” (Daniel David Luckenbill, Ancient Assyrian                   
Records of Assyria and Babylonia, Vol. 1, sections 584, 585)  

 
“There are ominous warnings for     
today to be found in the ancient       
Assyrian empire’s barbarism. First,    
Assyria’s ruthless cruelty was    
primarily a result of its religious      
belief that war was an act of       
worship. It would not be an      
overstatement to characterize   
Assyria’s relentless cruelty as    
religious terrorism akin to that     
being played out in Syria, Iraq and       
other countries by ISIS today. It      
should warn us of the danger of       
religious movements who seek to     
unite the state with religion. Such a       
combination, throughout history,   
inevitably led to intolerance and     
eventual persecution.” 
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https://www.hopechannel.com/read/terrorists-of-the-ancient-world  

 
Jonah 3:3b-10 (ESV) 

 
A) Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, three days' journey in breadth. Jonah began to go into the city, going 
a day's journey. And he called out, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!”  
 

NOAH: In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, on the seventeenth day of the month, on that day all the fountains 
of the great deep burst forth, and the windows of the heavens were opened. And rain fell upon the earth forty days and forty nights. 
(Genesis 9:11-16 ESV) 
MOSES: But as for you, your dead bodies shall fall in this wilderness. And your children shall be shepherds in the wilderness forty years 
and shall suffer for your faithlessness, until the last of your dead bodies lies in the wilderness. (Numbers 14:32-35 ESV) 
MOSES: When I went up the mountain to receive the tablets of stone, the tablets of the covenant that the LORD made with you, I 
remained on the mountain forty days and forty nights. I neither ate bread nor drank water. (Deuteronomy 9:9-12 ESV) 

 
B) And the people of Nineveh believed God. They called for a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them 
to the least of them. 

 
ABRAHAM: What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, tour forefather according to the flesh? For if Abraham was justified by 
works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was 
counted to him as righteousness.”  Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. And to the one who 
does not work but believes in him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, just as David also speaks of the blessing 
of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works: “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins 
are covered; blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.”  
 
Is this blessing then only for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? For we say that faith was counted to Abraham as 
righteousness. How then was it counted to him? Was it before or after he had been circumcised? It was not after, but before he was 
circumcised. He received the sign of circumcision as a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised. The 
purpose was to make him the father of all who believe without being circumcised, so that righteousness would be counted to them as 
well, and to make him the father of the circumcised who are not merely circumcised but who also walk in the footsteps of the faith that 
our father Abraham had before he was circumcised. 
 
For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not come through the law but through the 
righteousness of faith. For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings 
wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression. 
 
That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the 
adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, as it is written, “I have made you the 
father of many nations”—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things 
that do not exist.  In hope he believed against hope, that he should become the father of many nations, as he had been told, “So shall 
your offspring be.” He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was as good as dead (since he was about a 
hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah's womb. No unbelief made him waver concerning the promise of 
God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. That is why 
his faith was “counted to him as righteousness.” But the words “it was counted to him” were not written for his sake alone, but for ours 
also. It will be counted to us who believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, who was delivered up for our trespasses and 
raised for our justification. (Romans 4 ESV) 

 
C) The word reached the king of Nineveh,  

 
D) and he arose from his throne, removed his robe, covered himself with sackcloth, and sat in ashes.  

 
C1) And he issued a proclamation and published through Nineveh,  
 
B1) “By the decree of the king and his nobles: Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste anything. Let them 
not feed or drink water, but let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and let them call out mightily to God. Let 
everyone turn from his evil way and from the violence that is in his hands. Who knows? God may turn and relent 
and turn from his fierce anger, so that we may not perish.” 
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A1) When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God relented of the disaster that he had 
said he would do to them, and he did not do it. 

JONAH’S CALL AND NINEVEH’S REPENTANCE: 
Foreshadowing The Church’s Call to Share the Gospel of Jesus will All Nations  

 
1. 3000 JEWS They participated in the crucifixion of Jesus (Acts 2:37-41) 
2. BARNABAS A Levite and a native of Cyprus (Acts 4:32-37) 
3. STEPHEN A Jewish believer and an appointed deacon (Acts 6:8-7:60) 
4. PRIESTS Jewish priests (Acts 6:7)  
5. SIMON A Samaritan who practiced magic (Acts 8:9-17) 
6. AN AFRICAN EUNUCH A God-fearing Gentile part of a royal household (Acts 8:34-40) 
7. PAUL Persecutor of the church (Acts 9:10-19) 
8. CORNELIUS A Roman centurion (Acts 10:34-48) 
9. GREEK-SPEAKING GENTILES Living in Antioch, Asia (Acts 11:19-26) 
10. SERGIUS PAULUS A high ranking Roman official in Cyprus (Acts 13:4-12) 
11. JEWS AND GREEKS Living in Iconium, Asia  (Acts 14:1) 
12. GENTILES Living in Asia (Acts 14:24-28) 
13. TIMOTHY From a bi-racial Jewish and Greek family (Acts 16:1-5) 
14. LYDIA An Asian immigrant living in a Roman colony, Philippi (Acts 16:11-15) 
15. SLAVE GIRL Demon-possessed Greek woman, engaged in divination  (Acts 16:16-24) 
16. ROMAN SOLIDER A jailor working in a Roman colony, Philippi (Acts 16:25-34) 
17. GREEKS AND LEADING WOMEN Living in a Roman colony, Thessalonica (Acts 17:1-4) 
18. FOREIGN JEWS Living in a Roman colony, Berea (Acts 17:10-15) 
19. GREEKS Living in a Roman colony, Berea (Acts 17:10-15) 
20. WOMEN OF HIGH STANDING Living in a Roman colony, Berea (Acts 17:10-15) 
21. GREEK PHILOSOPHERS Living in a Roman colony, Athens (Acts 17:32-34) 
22. WOMEN Gentiles living in a Roman colony, Athens (Acts 17:32-34) 
23. AQUILA AND PRISCILLA A native of Italy and his wife, Priscilla (Acts 18:1-4) 
24. TITIUS JUSTUS A Gentile worshipper living in a Roman colony, Corinth (Acts 18:5-11) 
25. CRISPUS A Jewish ruler of the synagogue in a Roman colony, Corinth (Acts 18:5-11) 
26. ROMAN CITIZENS Living in a Roman colony, Corinth  (Acts 18:5-11) 
27. APOLLOS A foreign Jew  (Acts 18:24-28) 
28. JEWS AND GREEKS Living throughout in Asia (Acts 19:8-10) 
29. JEWS Practitioners of magic arts (Acts 19:11-20) 
30. SOPATER & ARISTARCHUS Gentiles living in Asia (Acts 20:1-6) 
31. GENTILES AND JEWS Living in a Roman colony in Asia, Ephesus (Acts 20:17-35) 

 
32. PAUL His call to take the gospel to Rome (Acts 21-28) 

 
Therefore let it be known to you that this salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles; they will listen. ”He lived there 
two whole years at his own expense, and welcomed all who came to him, proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching 
about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and without hindrance. (Acts 28:28-30) 

 
 
 
 
CHURCH IN EPHESUS: For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— assuming that you have                      
heard of the stewardship of God's grace that was given to me for you, show the mystery was made known to me by                       
revelation, as I have written briefly. When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, which was                      
not made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by                        
the Spirit. This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in                      
Christ Jesus through the gospel.  
 
Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God's grace, which was given me by the working of his power.                         
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To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of                         
Christ, and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things, so                         
that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the                     
heavenly places. This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have                      
boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him. So I ask you not to lose heart over what I am suffering for                        
you, which is your glory. (Ephesians 3:1-13 ESV) 

 
CHURCH IN ROME: For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God's truthfulness, in order to                      
confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 
 

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, and sing to your name.” And again it is said, “Rejoice, O Gentiles,                     
with his people.” And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol him.” And again Isaiah                     
says, “The root of Jesse will come, even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles hope.” 

 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in                           
hope. I myself am satisfied about you, my brothers, that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge and                     
able to instruct one another.  
 
But on some points I have written to you very boldly by way of reminder, because of the grace given me by God to be a                          
minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles in the priestly service of the gospel of God, so that the offering of the Gentiles may                        
be acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In Christ Jesus, then, I have reason to be proud of my work for God. For I will not                          
venture to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through me to bring the Gentiles to obedience—by word                   
and deed, by the power of signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God—so that from Jerusalem and all the way                        
around to Illyricum I have fulfilled the ministry of the gospel of Christ; and thus I make it my ambition to preach the gospel,                        
not where Christ has already been named, lest I build on someone else's foundation, but as it is written, “Those who have                      
never been told of him will see, and those who have never heard will understand.” 
 
This is the reason why I have so often been hindered from coming to you. But now, since I no longer have any room for                         
work in these regions, and since I have longed for many years to come to you, I hope to see you in passing as I go to Spain,                            
and to be helped on my journey there by you, once I have enjoyed your company for a while. At present, however, I am                        
going to Jerusalem bringing aid to the saints. For Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to make some contribution for                    
the poor among the saints at Jerusalem. For they were pleased to do it, and indeed they owe it to them. For if the Gentiles                         
have come to share in their spiritual blessings, they ought also to be of service to them in material blessings. When                     
therefore I have completed this and have delivered to them what has been collected, I will leave for Spain by way of you. I                        
know that when I come to you I will come in the fullness of the blessing of Christ. (Romans 15:8-29 ESV)  
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