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How	  Should	  the	  Church	  Deal	  with	  Spiritually	  Abusive	  People?	  	  
The	  Light	  of	  the	  Gospel	  

Luke 12:1-12 ESV 
 
 

 
THE	  WARNING:	  THE	  SECRECY	  AND	  HYPOCRISY	  OF	  SPIRITUALLY	  ABUSIVE	  PEOPLE	  

 
In the meantime, when so many thousands of the people had gathered together that they were trampling one 
another,  
 
he began to say to his disciples first, “Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.  
 

1. “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  
2. Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  
3. “Woe to you, blind guides,  
4. You blind fools!  
5. You blind men!  
6. “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  

 

7. You blind guides,  
8. “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  
9. You blind Pharisee!  
10. “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  
11. “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  
12. You serpents, you brood of vipers, (Matt 23:13-36 ESV) 

	  
The	  Danger	  of	  Leaven	  

 
• Passover:  

“This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it as a feast to the LORD; throughout your generations, as a statute 
forever, you shall keep it as a feast. Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread. On the first day you shall remove leaven 
out of your houses, for if anyone eats what is leavened, from the first day until the seventh day, that person shall be cut 
off from Israel. (Exodus 12:14-15 ESV) 

 
• Keep	  the	  Feast	  of	  Unleavened	  Bread:  

“Three times in the year you shall keep a feast to me. You shall keep the Feast of Unleavened Bread. As I commanded you, you 
shall eat unleavened bread for seven days at the appointed time in the month of Abib, for in it you came out of Egypt. 
None shall appear before me empty-handed. (Exodus 23:14-15 ESV)  (Exodus 34:18 ESV) 

 
• Grain	  Offering:  

“And this is the law of the grain offering. The sons of Aaron shall offer it before the LORD in front of the altar. And one shall 
take from it a handful of the fine flour of the grain offering and its oil and all the frankincense that is on the grain offering and 
burn this as its memorial portion on the altar, a pleasing aroma to the LORD. And the rest of it Aaron and his sons shall eat. It 
shall be eaten unleavened in a holy place. In the court of the tent of meeting they shall eat it. It shall not be baked with 
leaven. I have given it as their portion of my food offerings. It is a thing most holy, like the sin offering and the guilt offering. 
Every male among the children of Aaron may eat of it, as decreed forever throughout your generations, from the LORD's food 
offerings. Whatever touches them shall become holy.”(Leviticus 6:14-18 ESV) 

 
• Church	  Discipline:	  Get	  Rid	  of	  the	  Leaven:  

It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that is not tolerated even among pagans, for a man 
has his father's wife. And you are arrogant! Ought you not rather to mourn? Let him who has done this be removed from 
among you. For though absent in body, I am present in spirit; and as if present, I have already pronounced judgment on the one 
who did such a thing. When you are assembled in the name of the Lord Jesus and my spirit is present, with the power of our Lord 
Jesus, you are to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of 
the Lord. 

 
Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? Cleanse out the old leaven that 
you may be a new lump, as you really are unleavened. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. Let us 
therefore celebrate the festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of 
sincerity and truth. 
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I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people—not at all meaning the sexually immoral of this world, 
or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the world. But now I am writing to you not to 
associate with anyone who bears the name of brother if he is guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, 
drunkard, or swindler—not even to eat with such a one. For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Is it not those inside the 
church whom you are to judge? God judges those outside. “Purge the evil person from among you.” (1 Corinthians 5 
ESV) 

 
• Leaven	  of	  False	  Teaching:  

You were running well. Who hindered you from obeying the truth? This persuasion is not from him who calls you. A little 
leaven leavens the whole lump. I have confidence in the Lord that you will take no other view, and the one who is troubling 
you will bear the penalty, whoever he is. But if I, brothers, still preach circumcision, why am I still being persecuted? In that case 
the offense of the cross has been removed. I wish those who unsettle you would emasculate themselves! (Galatians 5:7-12 ESV) 

 
 

THE	  PROMISE:	  	  THE	  POWER	  AND	  THE	  TRANSPARENCY	  OF	  THE	  GOSPEL	  
	  
Nothing is covered up that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be known. Therefore whatever you have 
said in the dark shall be heard in the light, and what you have whispered in private rooms shall be proclaimed on 
the housetops. 
 

• Light	  Created	  First:  
And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And God saw that the light was good. And God separated the light 
from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the 
first day. (Genesis 1:3-5 ESV) 

	  
• God	  Led	  Israel	  by	  Light	  in	  the	  Wilderness:	   

And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead them along the way, and by night in a pillar of fire to give 
them light, that they might travel by day and by night. The pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night did not depart 
from before the people. (Exodus 13:21-22 ESV) 

 
• Lamps	  in	  the	  Tabernacle:  

“You shall command the people of Israel that they bring to you pure beaten olive oil for the light, that a lamp may regularly 
be set up to burn. In the tent of meeting, outside the veil that is before the testimony, Aaron and his sons shall tend it from 
evening to morning before the LORD. It shall be a statute forever to be observed throughout their generations by the people of 
Israel. (Exodus 27:20-21 ESV) 

 
• Jesus	  is	  the	  Light	  of	  the	  World:	   

Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will 
have the light of life.” (John 8:12-20 ESV) 

 
 
	  

THE	  COMMAND:	  FEAR	  GOD;	  DO	  NOT	  FEAR	  SPIRITUALLY	  ABUSIVE	  PEOPLE	  
	  
“I tell you, my friends, do not fear those who kill the body, and after that have nothing more that they can do.  
 

But I will warn you whom to fear: fear him who, after he has killed, has authority to cast into hell. Yes, I 
tell you, fear him!  

 
Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? And not one of them is forgotten before God.  
Why, even the hairs of your head are all numbered.  
 

Fear not; you are of more value than many sparrows. 
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The	  Light	  of	  the	  Gospel	  Destroys	  the	  Fear	  of	  the	  Darkness	  of	  Spiritual	  Abusers	  
	  

• KING	  DAVID:  
 

o The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 
o The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
o When evildoers assail me to eat up my flesh, 
o my adversaries and foes, it is they who stumble and fall. 
o Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; 
o though war arise against me, yet I will be confident. (Psalm 27 ESV) 

 
• ISAIAH,	  THE	  PROPHET:  

 
o For a long time I have held my peace; I have kept still and restrained myself; 
o now I will cry out like a woman in labor; I will gasp and pant. 
o I will lay waste mountains and hills, and dry up all their vegetation; 
o I will turn the rivers into islands, and dry up the pools. 
o And I will lead the blind in a way that they do not know, 
o in paths that they have not known I will guide them. 
o I will turn the darkness before them into light, the rough places into level ground. 
o These are the things I do, and I do not forsake them. 
o They are turned back and utterly put to shame, who trust in carved idols, 
o who say to metal images, “You are our gods.” 
o Hear, you deaf, and look, you blind, that you may see! 
o Who is blind but my servant, or deaf as my messenger whom I send? 
o Who is blind as my dedicated one, or blind as the servant of the LORD? (Isaiah 42:14-19 ESV) 

 
• ZECHARIAH,	  THE	  PRIEST:  

 
o “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his people 
o and has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David, 
o as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
o that we should be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us; 
o to show the mercy promised to our fathers and to remember his holy covenant, 
o the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies, 
o might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 
o And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
o to give knowledge of salvation to his people in the forgiveness of their sins, 
o because of the tender mercy of our God, whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high 
o to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 

(Luke 1:67-79 ESV) 
 

• SIMEON,	  THE	  RIGHTEOUS:  
 

o “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; 
o for my eyes have seen your salvation that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
o a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” (Luke 2:25-32 ESV) 

 
• JESUS:	  	  

	  
o “No one after lighting a lamp covers it with a jar or puts it under a bed, but puts it on a stand, so that those 

who enter may see the light. For nothing is hidden that will not be made manifest, nor is anything secret that will not 
be known and come to light. Take care then how you hear, for to the one who has, more will be given, and from the one 
who has not, even what he thinks that he has will be taken away.”(Luke 8:16-18 ESV) 

 
o “No one after lighting a lamp puts it in a cellar or under a basket, but on a stand, so that those who enter may 

see the light. Your eye is the lamp of your body. When your eye is healthy, your whole body is full of light, but when it 
is bad, your body is full of darkness. Therefore be careful lest the light in you be darkness. If then your whole body 
is full of light, having no part dark, it will be wholly bright, as when a lamp with its rays gives you light.” (Luke 11:33-36 
ESV) 
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THE	  COMMAND:	  CONFESS	  AND	  PROCLAIM	  JESUS	  PUBLICLY;	  DO	  NOT	  DENY	  OR	  REJECT	  CHRIST	  
 
CONFESS: “And I tell you, everyone who acknowledges me before men, the Son of Man also will acknowledge 
before the angels of God,  
 
	   DENY: but the one who denies me before men will be denied before the angels of God.  
 

REJECT: And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but the one who 
blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven.  

 
PROCLAIM:	  And when they bring you before the synagogues and the rulers and the authorities, do not be anxious 
about how you should defend yourself or what you should say, for the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour 
what you ought to say.” 
 

• PETER	  AND	  JOHN:  
And they arrested them and put them in custody until the next day, for it was already evening. But many of those who had 
heard the word believed, and the number of the men came to about five thousand. (Acts 4:3-4 ESV) So they called them and 
charged them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. (Acts 4:15-18 ESV) 

 
• THE	  CHURCH:  

And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your servants to continue to speak your word with all boldness, 
while you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and wonders are performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” And 
when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness. (Acts 4:23-31 ESV) 

 
• ANANIAS	  AND	  SAPPHIRA:	   

And great fear came upon the whole church and upon all who heard of these things. Now many signs and wonders were 
regularly done among the people by the hands of the apostles. (Acts 5:11-16 ESV) 

 
• APOSTLES:  

But the high priest rose up, and all who were with him (that is, the party of the Sadducees), and filled with jealousy 
they arrested the apostles and put them in the public prison. But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the prison 
doors and brought them out, and said, “Go and stand in the temple and speak to the people all the words of this Life.” And 
when they heard this, they entered the temple at daybreak and began to teach. (Acts 5:17-21 ESV) 
 
And when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And the high priest questioned them, saying, “We strictly 
charged you not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you intend to bring 
this man's blood upon us.” But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men. The God of our 
fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and 
Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy 
Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.” (Acts 5:27-32 ESV) 
 
and when they had called in the apostles, they beat them and charged them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let 
them go. Then they left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name. 
And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they did not cease teaching and preaching that the Christ is 
Jesus. (Acts 5:40-42 ESV) 
 

• STEPHEN:  
And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” And falling to his knees he cried out 
with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep. And Saul approved of 
his execution. (Acts 7:54-60 ESV) 

 
• THE	  CHURCH: 

	  And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout 
the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. Devout men buried Stephen and made great lamentation over him. But 
Saul was ravaging the church, and entering house after house, he dragged off men and women and committed them to prison. 
Now those who were scattered went about preaching the word. (Acts 8:1-4 ESV) 


