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HINDRANCES	  TO	  THE	  GOSPEL:	  Wanting	  More	  Then	  You	  Need	  
Luke	  12:13-‐34	  

 
	  
	  
	  
Preparation	  of	  the	  Disciples	  as	  Jesus	  prepares	  for	  the	  Cross	  	  	  (9:50-‐19:44)	  
	  

1. Good	  Samaritan	   10:29-‐37	  
2. Rich	  Fool	   	   12:16-‐21	  
3. Barren	  Fig	  Tree	  	   13:6-‐9	  
4. Mustard	  Seed	   	   13:18-‐19	  
5. The	  Leaven	   	   13:20-‐21	  
6. Wedding	  Feast	   	   14:7-‐11	  
7. Wedding	  Feast	   	   14:16-‐24	  
8. Lost	  Sheep	   	   15:3-‐7	  

9. Lost	  Coin	   	   	   15:8-‐10	  
10. Lost	  Son	   	   	   15:11-‐32	  
11. Dishonest	  Manager	   	   16:1-‐9	  
12. Rich	  Man	  and	  Lazarus	  	   	   16:19-‐31	  
13. Persistent	  Widow	   	   18:1-‐8	  
14. Pharisee	  and	  Tax	  Collector	   18:9-‐14	  
15. Talents	   	   	   	   19:11-‐27

	  
Introduction:	  

 
The	  Recipients	  of	  the	  Gospel:	  	  
 

And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it 
was written, 
 

 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me 
o to proclaim good news to the poor. 
o He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives 
o and recovering of sight to the blind, 
o to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
o to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.” 

 
And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all in the 
synagogue were fixed on him. And he began to say to them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your 
hearing.” (Luke 4:17-21 ESV) 

 
The	  Oppressors	  of	  the	  Gospel:	  	  
 

• “I tell you, my friends, do not fear those who kill the body, and after that have nothing more that they 
can do.  

 
• But I will warn you whom to fear: fear him who, after he has killed, has authority to cast into hell. Yes, I 

tell you, fear him! (Luke 12:4-5 ESV) 
 

• And when they bring you before the synagogues and the rulers and the authorities, do not be anxious 
about how you should defend yourself or what you should say, for the Holy Spirit will teach you in that 
very hour what you ought to say.” (Luke 12:11-12 ESV) 
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HINDRANCE	  TO	  THE	  GOSPEL:	  Wanting	  More	  Then	  You	  Need	  
	  

Lesson	  #1:	  Conversation	  with	  Christ	  
 

NO	  	   Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.” But he 
 said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over you?”  
	  
YES  And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one's life does not 
 consist in the abundance of his possessions.”  
 

Lesson	  #2:	  Parable	  of	  Christ	  
 
NO:  And he told them a parable, saying,  

1. “The land of a rich man produced plentifully, and  
 

We	  want	  you	  to	  know,	  brothers,	  about	  the	  grace	  of	  God	  that	  has	  been	  given	  among	  the	  churches	  of	  Macedonia,	  for	  in	  a	  
severe	  test	  of	  affliction,	  their	  abundance	  of	  joy	  and	  their	  extreme	  poverty	  have	  overflowed	  in	  a	  wealth	  of	  generosity	  on	  
their	  part.	  For	  they	  gave	  according	  to	  their	  means,	  as	  I	  can	  testify,	  and	  beyond	  their	  means,	  of	  their	  own	  accord,	  begging	  us	  
earnestly	  for	  the	  favor	  of	  taking	  part	  in	  the	  relief	  of	  the	  saints—and	  this,	  not	  as	  we	  expected,	  but	  they	  gave	  themselves	  
first	  to	  the	  Lord	  and	  then	  by	  the	  will	  of	  God	  to	  us.	  Accordingly,	  we	  urged	  Titus	  that	  as	  he	  had	  started,	  so	  he	  should	  
complete	  among	  you	  this	  act	  of	  grace.	  But	  as	  you	  excel	  in	  everything—in	  faith,	  in	  speech,	  in	  knowledge,	  in	  all	  earnestness,	  
and	  in	  our	  love	  for	  you—see	  that	  you	  excel	  in	  this	  act	  of	  grace	  also.	  (2	  Corinthians	  8:1-‐7	  ESV)	  

 
2. he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’  

 
but	  that	  as	  a	  matter	  of	  fairness	  your	  abundance	  at	  the	  present	  time	  should	  supply	  their	  need,	  so	  that	  their	  abundance	  may	  
supply	  your	  need,	  that	  there	  may	  be	  fairness.	  As	  it	  is	  written,	  “Whoever	  gathered	  much	  had	  nothing	  left	  over,	  and	  
whoever	  gathered	  little	  had	  no	  lack.”	  (2	  Corinthians	  8:12-‐15	  ESV)	  

 
3. And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my 

grain and my goods.  
 

He	  who	  supplies	  seed	  to	  the	  sower	  and	  bread	  for	  food	  will	  supply	  and	  multiply	  your	  seed	  for	  sowing	  and	  increase	  the	  
harvest	  of	  your	  righteousness.	  You	  will	  be	  enriched	  in	  every	  way	  to	  be	  generous	  in	  every	  way,	  which	  through	  us	  will	  
produce	  thanksgiving	  to	  God.	  (2	  Corinthians	  9:6-‐11	  ESV)	  

	  
4. And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be 

merry.”’  
 

For	  the	  ministry	  of	  this	  service	  is	  not	  only	  supplying	  the	  needs	  of	  the	  saints	  but	  is	  also	  overflowing	  in	  many	  thanksgivings	  to	  
God.	  By	  their	  approval	  of	  this	  service,	  they	  will	  glorify	  God	  because	  of	  your	  submission	  that	  comes	  from	  your	  confession	  of	  
the	  gospel	  of	  Christ,	  and	  the	  generosity	  of	  your	  contribution	  for	  them	  and	  for	  all	  others,	  while	  they	  long	  for	  you	  and	  pray	  
for	  you,	  because	  of	  the	  surpassing	  grace	  of	  God	  upon	  you.	  Thanks	  be	  to	  God	  for	  his	  inexpressible	  gift!	  (2	  Corinthians	  9:12-‐
15	  ESV)	  

 
YES:  But God said to him,  
 

1. ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and  
 

2. the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’  
 

3. So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.” 
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Lesson	  #3:	  Commands	  of	  Christ	  

	  
NO:  
 

	   WHAT:	  
And he said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat, nor 
about your body, what you will put on.  

 
WHY:  
For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing.  

 
BECAUSE: 
Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and 
yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds!  

 
BECAUSE: 
And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? If then you are 
not able to do as small a thing as that, why are you anxious about the rest?  

 
BECAUSE: 
Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in 
all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass, which is alive in 
the field today, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe you,  

 
 WHAT:	  
  O you of little faith! And do not seek what you are to eat and what you are to drink, nor be worried.  

 
WHY:  
For all the nations of the world seek after these things, and your Father knows that you need them.  

 
YES:	   

 
WHAT:  
Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things will be added to you.  

 
WHY:  
“Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.  

 
 HOW:  

Sell your possessions, and give to the needy.  
 

  WHY:	  	   	  
Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not 
fail, where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there will your heart 
be also. 

 


