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THE AUTHORITY OF JESUS: JESUS WILL RETURN  
Luke 21:25-38 / February 18, 2017 

	  
 I.  JESUS’ RETURN WILL BE PRECEDE BY SIGNS  

“And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and  
on the earth distress of nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, 
people fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on the world.  
For the powers of the heavens will be shaken.  

 
CREATION: The Creation of “Jerusalem” 

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of 
the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And 
God saw that the light was good. And God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he 
called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. (Genesis 1:1-5 ESV) And God said, “Let there be lights in 
the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night. And let them be for signs and for seasons, and for days and years, 
and let them be lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. And God made the two great 
lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. And God set them in the expanse of the 
heavens to give light on the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw 
that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. (Genesis 1:14-19 ESV) 

 
835 BC JOEL: The Destruction of Jerusalem 

1. Blow a trumpet in Zion; sound an alarm on my holy mountain! 
2. Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, for the day of the LORD is coming; it is near, 
3. a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness! 
4. Like blackness there is spread upon the mountains a great and powerful people; 
5. their like has never been before, nor will be again after them through the years of all generations. 
6. Fire devours before them, and behind them a flame burns. 
7. The land is like the garden of Eden before them, but behind them a desolate wilderness, and nothing escapes them. 
8. Their appearance is like the appearance of horses, and like war horses they run. 
9. As with the rumbling of chariots, they leap on the tops of the mountains, 
10. like the crackling of a flame of fire devouring the stubble, 
11. like a powerful army drawn up for battle. 
12. Before them peoples are in anguish; all faces grow pale. 
13. Like warriors they charge; like soldiers they scale the wall. 
14. They march each on his way; they do not swerve from their paths. 
15. They do not jostle one another; each marches in his path; 
16. they burst through the weapons and are not halted. 
17. They leap upon the city, they run upon the walls, 
18. they climb up into the houses, they enter through the windows like a thief. 
19. The earth quakes before them; the heavens tremble. 
20. The sun and the moon are darkened, and the stars withdraw their shining. 
21. The LORD utters his voice before his army, 
22. for his camp is exceedingly great; he who executes his word is powerful. 
23. For the day of the LORD is great and very awesome; who can endure it? (Joel 2:1-11 ESV) 
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700 BC: ISAIAH: The Fall of Jerusalem 
1. The oracle concerning Babylon which Isaiah the son of Amoz saw. 
2. On a bare hill raise a signal; cry aloud to them; 
3. wave the hand for them to enter the gates of the nobles. 
4. I myself have commanded my consecrated ones, and have summoned my mighty men to execute my anger, 
5. my proudly exulting ones. 
6. The sound of a tumult is on the mountains as of a great multitude! 
7. The sound of an uproar of kingdoms, of nations gathering together! 
8. The LORD of hosts is mustering a host for battle. 
9. They come from a distant land, from the end of the heavens, 
10. the LORD and the weapons of his indignation, to destroy the whole land. 
11. Wail, for the day of the LORD is near; as destruction from the Almighty it will come! 
12. Therefore all hands will be feeble, and every human heart will melt. 
13. They will be dismayed: pangs and agony will seize them; they will be in anguish like a woman in labor. 
14. They will look aghast at one another; their faces will be aflame. 
15. Behold, the day of the LORD comes, cruel, with wrath and fierce anger, 
16. to make the land a desolation and to destroy its sinners from it. 
17. For the stars of the heavens and their constellations will not give their light; 
18. the sun will be dark at its rising, and the moon will not shed its light. 
19. I will punish the world for its evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; 
20. I will put an end to the pomp of the arrogant, and lay low the pompous pride of the ruthless. 
21. I will make people more rare than fine gold, and mankind than the gold of Ophir. 
22. Therefore I will make the heavens tremble, and the earth will be shaken out of its place, 
23. at the wrath of the LORD of hosts in the day of his fierce anger.  (Isaiah 13:1-10-17 ESV) 

 
587 BC: EZEKIEL: The Fall of Jerusalem 

1. In the twelfth year, in the twelfth month, on the first day of the month, the word of the LORD came to me: 
2. “Son of man, raise a lamentation over Pharaoh king of Egypt and say to him: 
3. “You consider yourself a lion of the nations, but you are like a dragon in the seas; 
4. you burst forth in your rivers, trouble the waters with your feet, and foul their rivers. 
5. Thus says the Lord GOD: 
6. I will throw my net over you with a host of many peoples, 
7. and they will haul you up in my dragnet. 
8. And I will cast you on the ground; on the open field I will fling you,  
9. and will cause all the birds of the heavens to settle on you, and I will gorge the beasts of the whole earth with you. 
10. I will strew your flesh upon the mountains and fill the valleys with your carcass. 
11. I will drench the land even to the mountains with your flowing blood, and the ravines will be full of you. 
12. When I blot you out, I will cover the heavens and make their stars dark; 
13. I will cover the sun with a cloud, and the moon shall not give its light. 
14. All the bright lights of heaven will I make dark over you, and put darkness on your land, 
15. declares the Lord GOD. (Ezekiel 32:1-8 ESV) 

 
30 AD: FALL OF JESUS 

It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour, while the sun's light failed. And 
the curtain of the temple was torn in two. Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commit my 
spirit!” And having said this he breathed his last. (Luke 23:44-46 ESV) 

 



 3 

II. JESUS’ RETURN WILL BE IN POWER AND GLORY 
And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.  

 
THE CLOUD: God Leads Israel Through the Wilderness: 

And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead them along the way, and by night in a pillar of fire to give them 
light, that they might travel by day and by night. The pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night did not depart from before 
the people. (Exodus 13:21-22 ESV) 

 
THE CLOUD: God Gives His Law 

On the morning of the third day there were thunders and lightnings and a thick cloud on the mountain and a very loud trumpet 
blast, so that all the people in the camp trembled. Then Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet God, and they took their 
stand at the foot of the mountain. Now Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke because the LORD had descended on it in fire. The 
smoke of it went up like the smoke of a kiln, and the whole mountain trembled greatly. And as the sound of the trumpet grew 
louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God answered him in thunder.  The LORD came down on Mount Sinai, to the top of the 
mountain. And the LORD called Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up.  (Exodus 19:16-25 ESV) 
 

THE CLOUD: God Confirms His Covenant to Moses 
 Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. The glory of the LORD dwelt on Mount Sinai, and the 
cloud covered it six days. And on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the midst of the cloud. Now the appearance of the glory 
of the LORD was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. Moses entered the cloud and 
went up on the mountain. And Moses was on the mountain forty days and forty nights. (Exodus 24:15-18 ESV) 

 
THE CLOUDS: God Confirms His Power to Elijah 

Now Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe1 in Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the LORD, the God of Israel, lives, before whom I stand, there shall be 
neither dew nor rain these years, except by my word.”Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your 
heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” (I Kings 17:1 ESV) And Elijah said to Ahab, “Go up, eat and drink, for there is a 
sound of the rushing of rain.” So Ahab went up to eat and to drink. And Elijah went up to the top of Mount Carmel. And he bowed 
himself down on the earth and put his face between his knees. And he said to his servant, “Go up now, look toward the sea.” And he 
went up and looked and said, “There is nothing.” And he said, “Go again,” seven times.  And at the seventh time he said, “Behold, la 
little cloud like a man's hand is rising from the sea.” And he said, “Go up, say to Ahab, ‘Prepare your chariot and go down, lest the 
rain stop you.’”  And in a little while the heavens grew black with clouds and wind, and there was a great rain (I Kings 18:41-45 ESV) 

 
THE CLOUD: God Confirms His Son with Moses and Elijah to Peter, James, and John 

Now about eight days after these sayings he took with him Peter and John and James and went up on the mountain to pray. And as 
he was praying, the appearance of his face was altered, and his clothing became dazzling white. And behold, two men were talking 
with him, Moses and Elijah, who appeared in glory and spoke of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 
Now Peter and those who were with him were heavy with sleep, but when they became fully awake they saw his glory and the two 
men who stood with him. And as the men were parting from him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good that we are here. Let us 
make three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah”—not knowing what he said. As he was saying these things, a 
cloud came and overshadowed them, and they were afraid as they entered the cloud. And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, 
“This is my Son, my Chosen One; listen to him!” And when the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and 
told no one in those days anything of what they had seen. (Luke 9:28-36 ESV) 

 
THE CLOUDS: God Raises His Son to His Right Hand 

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them, “It is 
not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 



 4 

has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” And 
when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. And while they 
were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 
heaven.” (Acts 1:6-11 ESV) 

 
III. JESUS’S RETURN WILL DELIVER THE CHURCH FROM SUFFERING 

 Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads, because your 
redemption is drawing near.” 

 
For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. For the 
creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but 
because of him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the 
freedom of the glory of the children of God. For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of 
childbirth until now. And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait 
eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For 
who hopes for what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. (Romans 8:18-25 ESV) 
 

IV. JESUS’ RETURN IS COMING WITH AUTHORITATIVE CERTAINTY  
And he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. As soon as they come out in leaf, 
you see for yourselves and know that the summer is already near. So also, when you see these things 
taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly, I say to you, this generation will not 
pass away until all has taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.  

 
But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: “Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this 
be known to you, and give ear to my words. For these people are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the 
day. But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel: 
“‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams; 
even on my male servants and female servants in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy. 
And I will show wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke; 
the sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, 
before the day of the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day. 
And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ (Acts 2:14-21 ESV) 
 

V. JESUS’ RETURN CALLS THE CHURCH TO PRAY TO REMAIN FAITHFUL 
“But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and cares 
of this life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a trap. For it will come upon all who dwell on 
the face of the whole earth. But stay awake at all times, praying that you may have strength to escape 
all these things that are going to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” (Luke 21:5-36 ESV) 

 
JESUS’ PARABLE TO PRAY FOR JUSTICE 

And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose heart. He said, “In a certain city there was a 
judge who neither feared God nor respected man. And there was a widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give me 
justice against my adversary.’ For a while he refused, but afterward he said to himself, ‘Though I neither fear God nor respect man, 
yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will give her justice, so that she will not beat me down by her continual coming.’” And 
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the Lord said, “Hear what the unrighteous judge says. And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to him day and night? Will 
he delay long over them? I tell you, he will give justice to them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find 
faith on earth?” Luke 18:1-8 ESV) 

 
JESUS’ PRAYER IN THE GARDEN BEFORE THE CROSS 

And he came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives, and the disciples followed him. And when he came to the 
place, he said to them, “Pray that you may not enter into temptation.” And he withdrew from them about a stone's throw, and knelt 
down and prayed, saying, “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done.” And 
there appeared to him an angel from heaven, strengthening him. And being in agony he prayed more earnestly; and his sweat 
became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground. And when he rose from prayer, he came to the disciples and found 
them sleeping for sorrow, and he said to them, “Why are you sleeping? Rise and pray that you may not enter into temptation.” 
(Luke 22:39-46 ESV) 

 
THE CHURCH’S PRAYER AFTER THE ARREST OF PETER 

When they were released, they went to their friends and reported what the chief priests and the elders had said to them. And when 
they heard it, they lifted their voices together to God and said, “Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea 
and everything in them, who through the mouth of our father David, your servant, said by the Holy Spirit, 
“‘Why did the Gentiles rage, and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers were gathered 
together, against the Lord and against his Anointed’—for truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy servant 
Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, to do whatever your 
hand and your plan had predestined to take place. And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your servants to continue to 
speak your word with all boldness, while you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and wonders are performed through the 
name of your holy servant Jesus.” And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and they 
were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness. (Acts 4:23-31 ESV) 

 
WATCH YOURSELVES AND STAY AWAKE 

Therefore do not become partners with them; for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children 
of light (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no 
part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in 
secret. But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 
“Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as 
wise, making the best use of the time, because the days are evil.  Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the 
Lord is. And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your heart, giving thanks always and for everything to God 
the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ. (Ephesians 5:3-21 ESV) 

 
BE STRONG AND PRAY 

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against 
the schemes of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 
cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole 
armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. Stand therefore, having 
fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the 
readiness given by the gospel of peace. In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the 
flaming darts of the evil one; and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, praying at all 
times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end, keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the 
saints, and also for me, that words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, for 
which I am an ambassador in chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought to speak. (Ephesians 6:10-20 ESV) 


