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During the Time of Jesus

And while some were speaking of the temple, how it was adorned with noble stones and offerings, 

So Herod took away the old foundations, and laid others, and erected the temple upon them, being in length an hundred 

cubits, and in height twenty additional cubits, which [twenty], upon the sinking of their foundations fell down; (23) and this 

part it was that we resolved to raise again in the days of Nero. Now the temple was built of stones that were white and 

strong, and each of their length was twenty-five cubits, their height was eight, and their breadth about twelve; and the 

whole structure, as was also the structure of the royal cloister, was on each side much lower, but the middle was much 

higher, till they were visible to those that dwelt in the country for a great many furlongs, but chiefly to such as lived over 

against them, and those that approached to them. 

The temple had doors also at the entrance, and lintels over them, of the same height with the temple itself. They were 

adorned with embroidered vails, with their flowers of purple, and pillars interwoven; and over these, but under the 

crown work, was spread out a golden vine, with its branches hanging down from a great height, the largeness and fine 

workmanship of which was a surprising sight to the spectators, to see what vast materials there were, and with what 

great skill the workmanship was done. He also encompassed the entire temple with very large cloisters, contriving them 

to be in a due proportion thereto; and he laid out larger sums of money upon them than had been done before him, till it 

seemed that no one else had so greatly adorned the temple as he had done. There was a large wall to both the cloisters, 

which wall was itself the most prodigious work that was ever heard of by man. (Josephus) 

he said, “As for these things that you see, the days will come when there will not be left here one 
stone upon another that will not be thrown down.” 

.

In the fifth month, on the seventh day of the month—that was the nineteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon

—Nebuzaradan, the captain of the bodyguard, a servant of the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem. And he burned the 

house of the LORD and the king's house and all the houses of Jerusalem; every great house he burned down. And all the 

army of the Chaldeans, who were with the captain of the guard, broke down the walls around Jerusalem. And the rest of 

the people who were left in the city and the deserters who had deserted to the king of Babylon, together with the rest of 

the multitude, Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried into exile. But the captain of the guard left some of the 

poorest of the land to be vinedressers and plowmen… So Judah was taken into exile out of its land. (II Kings 25:1-21 ESV)

And they asked him, “Teacher, when will these things be, and what will be the sign when these things

are about to take place?” 

1st SIGN:

False “Messiahs”, Wars, Famines, and Disasters—After the Book of Acts but Before Fall of Jerusalem

1. And he said, “See that you are not led astray. For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am he!’ 
and, ‘The time is at hand!’ Do not go after them. 

When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them. But a Pharisee in the council named Gamaliel, a teacher of 

the law held in honor by all the people, stood up and gave orders to put the men outside for a little while. And he said to them, 

“Men of Israel, take care what you are about to do with these men. For before these days Theudas rose up, claiming to be 

somebody, and a number of men, about four hundred, joined him. He was killed, and all who followed him were dispersed and 

came to nothing. After him Judas the Galilean rose up in the days of the census and drew away some of the people after him. He

too perished, and all who followed him were scattered. (Acts 5:33-42 ESV)

2. And when you hear of wars and tumults, do not be terrified, for these things must first take place, 

but the end will not be at once.”  
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[1.2] I am entering on the history of a period rich in disasters, frightful in its wars, torn by civil strife, and even in peace full of 

horrors. Four emperors perished by the sword. There were three civil wars; there were more with foreign enemies; there were 

often wars that had both characters at once. There was success in the East, and disaster in the West. There were disturbances in 

Illyricum; Gaul wavered in its allegiance; Britain was thoroughly subdued and immediately abandoned; the tribes of the Suevi 

and the Sarmatae rose in concert against us; the Dacians had the glory of inflicting as well as suffering defeat; the armies of 

Parthia were all but set in motion by the cheat of a counterfeit Nero. Now too Italy was prostrated by disasters either entirely 

novel, or that recurred only after a long succession of ages; cities in Campania's richest plains were swallowed up and 

overwhelmed; Rome was wasted by conflagrations, its oldest temples consumed, and the Capitol itself fired by the hands of 

citizens. Sacred rites were profaned; there was profligacy in the highest ranks; the sea was crowded with exiles, and its rocks 

polluted with bloody deeds. In the capital there were yet worse horrors. Nobility, wealth, the refusal or the acceptance of office, 

were grounds for accusation, and virtue ensured destruction. The rewards of the informers were no less odious than their 

crimes; for while some seized on consulships and priestly offices, as their share of the spoil, others on procuratorships, and posts

of more confidential authority, they robbed and ruined in every direction amid universal hatred and terror. Slaves were bribed to

turn against their masters, and freedmen to betray their patrons; and those who had not an enemy were destroyed by friends. 

(Tacitus Book 1.2)

3. Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 

(1) WHEREAS the war which the Jews made with the Romans hath been the greatest of all those, not only that have been in our 

times, but, in a manner, of those that ever were heard of; both of those wherein cities have fought against cities, or nations 

against nations; while some men who were not concerned in the affairs themselves have gotten together vain and contradictory 

stories by hearsay, and have written them down after a sophistical manner; and while those that were there present have given 

false accounts of things, and this either out of a humor of flattery to the Romans, or of hatred towards the Jews; and while their 

writings contain sometimes accusations, and sometimes encomiums, but no where the accurate truth of the facts; I have 

proposed to myself, for the sake of such as live under the government of the Romans, to translate those books into the Greek 

tongue, which I formerly composed in the language of our country, and sent to the Upper Barbarians; (2) Joseph, the son of 

Matthias, by birth a Hebrew, a priest also, and one who at first fought against the Romans myself, and was forced to be present 

at what was done afterwards, [am the author of this work]. (The Wars of the Jews by Flavius Josephus) 

4. There will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and pestilences. 

Now in these days prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. And one of them named Agabus stood up and foretold by 

the Spirit that there would be a great famine over all the world (this took place in the days of Claudius). So the disciples 

determined, every one according to his ability, to send relief to the brothers living in Judea. And they did so, sending it to the 

elders by the hand of Barnabas and Saul. (Acts 11:27-30 ESV)

5. And there will be terrors and great signs from heaven. 

2nd SIGN

Persecution of the Church—During the Book of Acts

1. But before all this they will lay their hands on you and persecute you, delivering you up to the 

synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors for my name's sake.
2. This will be your opportunity to bear witness. Settle it therefore in your minds not to meditate 

beforehand how to answer, for I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which none of your 
adversaries will be able to withstand or contradict. 

3. You will be delivered up even by parents and brothers and relatives and friends, and some of you 
they will put to death. You will be hated by all for my name's sake. 

4. But not a hair of your head will perish. By your endurance you will gain your lives. 

PERSECUTION BY THE JEWS:
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And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple and the Sadducees came upon them, greatly 

annoyed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. And they arrested 

them and put them in custody until the next day, for it was already evening. 

But many of those who had heard the word believed, and the number of the men came to about five thousand.

On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest and Caiaphas and 

John and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. And when they had set them in the midst, they inquired, “By 

what power or by what name did you do this?” 

Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, if we are being examined today 

concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you and to

all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—

by him this man is standing before you well. This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become 

the cornerstone. And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which 

we must be saved.”

Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they were 

astonished. And they recognized that they had been with Jesus. But seeing the man who was healed standing beside them, 

they had nothing to say in opposition. But when they had commanded them to leave the council, they conferred with one 

another, saying, “What shall we do with these men? For that a notable sign has been performed through them is evident to all 

the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. But in order that it may spread no further among the people, let us warn 

them to speak no more to anyone in this name.” So they called them and charged them not to speak or teach at all in the name 

of Jesus. 

But Peter and John answered them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge,

for we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard.” And when they had further threatened them, they let them go, 

finding no way to punish them, because of the people, for all were praising God for what had happened. For the man on whom 

this sign of healing was performed was more than forty years old.

When they were released, they went to their friends and reported what the chief priests and the elders had said to them. And 

when they heard it, they lifted their voices together to God and said, 

“Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and everything in them, who through the mouth of our father 

David, your servant, said by the Holy Spirit,

“‘Why did the Gentiles rage,

and the peoples plot in vain?

The kings of the earth set themselves,

and the rulers were gathered together,

against the Lord and against his Anointed’—

for truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius 

Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, to do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take place. 

And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your servants to continue to speak your word with all boldness, while you

stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and wonders are performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 

And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy 

Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness. (Acts 4:1-31 ESV)

PERSECUTION BY THE ROMANS:

About that time Herod the king laid violent hands on some who belonged to the church. He killed James the brother of John 

with the sword, and when he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. This was during the days of 

Unleavened Bread. And when he had seized him, he put him in prison, delivering him over to four squads of soldiers to guard 

him, intending after the Passover to bring him out to the people. So Peter was kept in prison, but earnest prayer for him was 

made to God by the church.

Now when Herod was about to bring him out, on that very night, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two 

chains, and sentries before the door were guarding the prison. And behold, an angel of the Lord stood next to him, and a light 

shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him, saying, “Get up quickly.” And the chains fell off his hands. And the 
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angel said to him, “Dress yourself and put on your sandals.” And he did so. And he said to him, “Wrap your cloak around you and

follow me.” And he went out and followed him. He did not know that what was being done by the angel was real, but thought he

was seeing a vision. When they had passed the first and the second guard, they came to the iron gate leading into the city. It 

opened for them of its own accord, and they went out and went along one street, and immediately the angel left him. When 

Peter came to himself, he said, “Now I am sure that the Lord has sent his angel and rescued me from the hand of Herod and 

from all that the Jewish people were expecting.”

When he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John whose other name was Mark, where many were 

gathered together and were praying. And when he knocked at the door of the gateway, a servant girl named Rhoda came to 

answer. Recognizing Peter's voice, in her joy she did not open the gate but ran in and reported that Peter was standing at the 

gate. They said to her, “You are out of your mind.” But she kept insisting that it was so, and they kept saying, “It is his angel!” But 

Peter continued knocking, and when they opened, they saw him and were amazed. But motioning to them with his hand to be 

silent, he described to them how the Lord had brought him out of the prison. And he said, “Tell these things to James and to the 

brothers.” Then he departed and went to another place.

Now when day came, there was no little disturbance among the soldiers over what had become of Peter. And after Herod 

searched for him and did not find him, he examined the sentries and ordered that they should be put to death. Then he went 

down from Judea to Caesarea and spent time there. (Acts 12:1-19 ESV)

3rd SIGN

The Fall of Jerusalem

1. “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation has come 

near. 

2. Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, and let those who are inside the city 
depart, and let not those who are out in the country enter it, for these are days of vengeance, to 
fulfill all that is written. Alas for women who are pregnant and for those who are nursing infants in 
those days! 

3. For there will be great distress upon the earth and wrath against this people. They will fall by the 
edge of the sword and be led captive among all nations, and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot
by the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. 

The Vengeance of the Lord

When Moses had finished writing the words of this law in a book to the very end, Moses commanded the Levites who carried 

the ark of the covenant of the LORD, “Take this Book of the Law and put it by the side of the ark of the covenant of the LORD 

your God, that it may be there for a witness against you. For I know how rebellious and stubborn you are. Behold, even today 

while I am yet alive with you, you have been rebellious against the LORD. How much more after my death! Assemble to me all 

the elders of your tribes and your officers, that I may speak these words in their ears and call heaven and earth to witness 

against them. For I know that after my death you will surely act corruptly and turn aside from the way that I have commanded 

you. And in the days to come evil will befall you, because you will do what is evil in the sight of the LORD, provoking him to anger

through the work of your hands.”Then Moses spoke the words of this song until they were finished, in the ears of all the 

assembly of Israel: (Deut 31:24-30 ESV)

Vengeance is mine, and recompense, for the time when their foot shall slip;

for the day of their calamity is at hand, and their doom comes swiftly.’

For the LORD will vindicate his people and have compassion on his servants,

when he sees that their power is gone and there is none remaining, bond or free.

Then he will say, ‘Where are their gods, the rock in which they took refuge,

who ate the fat of their sacrifices and drank the wine of their drink offering?

Let them rise up and help you; let them be your protection!

“‘See now that I, even I, am he, and there is no god beside me;

I kill and I make alive; I wound and I heal;

and there is none that can deliver out of my hand.
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 (Deut 32:34-43 ESV)

Destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans:

WHILE the holy house was on fire, every thing was plundered that came to hand, and ten thousand of those that were caught 

were slain; nor was there a commiseration of any age, or any reverence of gravity, but children, and old men, and profane 

persons, and priests were all slain in the same manner; so that this war went round all sorts of men, and brought them to 

destruction, and as well those that made supplication for their lives, as those that defended themselves by fighting. The flame 

was also carried a long way, and made an echo, together with the groans of those that were slain; and because this hill was high,

and the works at the temple were very great, one would have thought the whole city had been on fire. Nor can one imagine any 

thing either greater or more terrible than this noise; for there was at once a shout of the Roman legions, who were marching all 

together, and a sad clamor of the seditious, who were now surrounded with fire and sword. The people also that were left above

were beaten back upon the enemy, and under a great consternation, and made sad moans at the calamity they were under; the 

multitude also that was in the city joined in this outcry with those that were upon the hill. And besides, many of those that were 

worn away by the famine, and their mouths almost closed, when they saw the fire of the holy house, they exerted their utmost 

strength, and brake out into groans and outcries again: (Jospehus Book 6 Chapter 5 Paragraph 1)

The Conclusion:

AND thus was Jerusalem taken, in the second year of the reign of Vespasian, on the eighth day of the month Gorpeius [Elul]. It 

had been taken five (34) times before, though this was the second time of its desolation; for Shishak, the king of Egypt, and after

him Antiochus, and after him Pompey, and after them Sosius and Herod, took the city, but still preserved it; but before all these, 

the king of Babylon conquered it, and made it desolate, one thousand four hundred and sixty-eight years and six months after it 

was built. 

But he who first built it. Was a potent man among the Canaanites, and is in our own tongue called [Melchisedek], the Righteous 

King, for such he really was; on which account he was [there] the first priest of God, and first built a temple [there], and called 

the city Jerusalem, which was formerly called Salem. 

However, David, the king of the Jews, ejected the Canaanites, and set-tied his own people therein. It was demolished entirely by 

the Babylonians, four hundred and seventy-seven years and six months after him. 

And from king David, who was the first of the Jews who reigned therein, to this destruction under Titus, were one thousand one 

hundred and seventy-nine years; but from its first building, till this last destruction, were two thousand one hundred and 

seventy-seven years; yet hath not its great antiquity, nor its vast riches, nor the diffusion of its nation over all the habitable 

earth, nor the greatness of the veneration paid to it on a religious account, been sufficient to preserve it from being 

destroyed. And thus ended the siege of Jerusalem. (Josephus Book 6 Chapter 10)
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