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What	  is	  the	  Gospel?	  
Luke 5:12-26 

 
	  

STORY	  ONE:	  ESSENTIALS	  OF	  THE	  GOSPEL	  
	  
1. SIN: While he was in one of the cities, there came a man full of leprosy.  
 

• Moses: Again, the LORD said to him, “Put your hand inside your cloak.” And he put his hand inside his cloak, and 
when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous like snow. Then God said, “Put your hand back inside your cloak.” 
So he put his hand back inside his cloak, and when he took it out, behold, it was restored like the rest of his flesh. “If 
they will not believe you,” God said, “or listen to the first sign, they may believe the latter sign. (Exodus 4:6-8 ESV) 

• Egyptians: It shall become fine dust over all the land of Egypt, and become boils breaking out in sores on man and 
beast throughout all the land of Egypt.” (Exodus 9:8-12 ESV) 

• Job: So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD and struck Job with loathsome sores from the sole of his 
foot to the crown of his head. And he took a piece of broken pottery with which to scrape himself while he sat in the 
ashes. (Job 2:4-8 ESV) 

• Miriam: When the cloud removed from over the tent, behold, Miriam was leprous, like snow. And Aaron turned 
toward Miriam, and behold, she was leprous. (Numbers 12:10-16 ESV) 

• Nation	  of	  Israel:	  A	  Warning	  “Take care, in a case of leprous disease, to be very careful to do according to all that the 
Levitical priests shall direct you. As I commanded them, so you shall be careful to do. Remember what the LORD 
your God did to Miriam on the way as you came out of Egypt. (Deuteronomy 24:8-9 ESV)	  

• Joab:	  May it fall upon the head of Joab and upon all his father's house, and may the house of Joab never be without 
one who has a discharge or who is leprous or who holds a spindle or who falls by the sword or who lacks bread!” (2 
Samuel 3:28-29 ESV)	  

• Naaman,	  King	  of	  Syria: So he went down and dipped himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the 
man of God, and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean. (2 Kings 5:8-14 ESV)	  

• Azariah,	  King	  of	  Judah:	  And the LORD touched the king, so that he was a leper to the day of his death, and he lived 
in a separate house. (2 Kings 15:1-7 ESV)	  

• Gehazi,	  Servant	  of	  Elisaha:	  Therefore the leprosy of Naaman shall cling to you and to your descendants forever.” So 
he went out from his presence a leper, like snow. (2 Kings 5:25-27 ESV)	  

 
2. REPENTANCE: And when he saw Jesus, he fell on his face and begged him,  

	  
REBELLION	   REPENTANCE	  

Satan: And the devil took him up and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world in a moment of time, and said to him, 
“To you I will give all this authority and their glory, for it has 
been delivered to me, and I give it to whom I will. If you, 
then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” (Luke 4:5-7 ESV) 

Peter: But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' 
knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O 
Lord.” (Luke 5:8 ESV) 
	  

Nazareth: And they rose up and drove him out of the town 
and brought him to the brow of the hill on which their town 
was built, so that they could throw him down the cliff. (Luke 
4:29 ESV) 

Leper: While he was in one of the cities, there came a man 
full of leprosy. And when he saw Jesus, he fell on his face and 
begged him, “Lord, if you will, you can make me clean.” 
(Luke 5:12 ESV) 

Demons: And in the synagogue there was a man who had the 
spirit of an unclean demon, and he cried out with a loud 
voice, “Ha! What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? 
Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy 
One of God.” But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent and 
come out of him!” And when the demon had thrown him 
down in their midst, he came out of him, having done him no 
harm. (Luke 4:33-35 ESV) 

Paralytic: And behold, some men were bringing on a bed a 
man who was paralyzed, and they were seeking to bring him 
in and lay him before Jesus, but finding no way to bring him 
in, because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and let 
him down with his bed through the tiles into the midst before 
Jesus. (Luke 5:18-19 ESV) 
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3. FAITH: “Lord, if you will, you can make me clean.”  

	  
The	  Gospel:	  Faith	  That	  Saves	  

 
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first 
and also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The 
righteous shall live by faith.” (Romans 1:16-17 ESV) 
 
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. For by it the people of old received 
their commendation. By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen 
was not made out of things that are visible. By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, 
through which he was commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts. And through his faith, 
though he died, he still speaks. By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, and he was not found, 
because God had taken him. Now before he was taken he was commended as having pleased God. And without faith 
it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he 
rewards those who seek him. (Hebrews 11:1-6 ESV) 
	  

4. GRACE: And Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, “I will; be clean.” And immediately the 
leprosy left him.  

 
Touch:	  The	  Grace	  of	  God	  

	  
• Buried	  Man:	  And as a man was being buried, behold, a marauding band was seen and the man was thrown into the 

grave of Elisha, and as soon as the man touched the bones of Elisha, he revived and stood on his feet.	  (2 Kings 13:21 
ESV)	  

• Elijah:	  And he lay down and slept under a broom tree. And behold, an angel touched him and said to him, “Arise and 
eat.” And he looked, and behold, there was at his head a cake baked on hot stones and a jar of water. And he ate and 
drank and lay down again.(1 Kings 19:5-6 ESV)	  

• Isaiah: And he touched my mouth and said: “Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin 
atoned for.”(Isaiah 6:7 ESV) 

• Jeremiah:	  Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth. And the LORD said to me,“Behold, I have put 
my words in your mouth.	  (Jeremiah 1:9 ESV)	  

• Daniel: And when he had spoken to me, I fell into a deep sleep with my face to the ground. But he touched me and 
made me stand up. He said, “Behold, I will make known to you what shall be at the latter end of the indignation, for it 
refers to the appointed time of the end. (Daniel 8:18-19 ESV) 

• Blind	  Men:	  Then he touched their eyes, saying, “According to your faith be it done to you.” And their eyes were 
opened. And Jesus sternly warned them, “See that no one knows about it.” (Matthew 9:29-30 ESV) 

• Peter,	  James,	  John: When the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were terrified. But Jesus came and 
touched them, saying, “Rise, and have no fear.” And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only. 
(Matthew 17:6-8 ESV) 

• Two	  Blind	  Men: And Jesus in pity touched their eyes, and immediately they recovered their sight and followed 
him.(Matthew 20:34 ESV) 

• Deaf	  Man: And taking him aside from the crowd privately, he put his fingers into his ears, and after spitting touched 
his tongue. And looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” And his ears 
were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. (Mark 7:33-35 ESV) 

• Dead	  Man: Then he came up and touched the bier, and the bearers stood still. And he said, “Young man, I say to 
you, arise.”(Luke 7:14 ESV) 

• Servant’s	  Ear: But Jesus said, “No more of this!” And he touched his ear and healed him. (Luke 22:51 ESV) 
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5. OBEDIENCE: And he charged him to tell no one, but “go and show yourself to the priest, and make an 

offering for your cleansing, as Moses commanded, for a proof to them.”  
 

Works	  of	  Faith	  
	  

1. Two	  Birds: Then, if the case of leprous disease is healed in the leprous person, the priest shall command them to take 
for him who is to be cleansed two live clean birds and cedarwood and scarlet yarn and hyssop. And the priest shall 
command them to kill one of the birds in an earthenware vessel over fresh water. He shall take the live bird with the 
cedarwood and the scarlet yarn and the hyssop, and dip them and the live bird in the blood of the bird that was killed 
over the fresh water. And he shall sprinkle it seven times on him who is to be cleansed of the leprous disease. Then 
he shall pronounce him clean and shall let the living bird go into the open field.  

 
2. Wash	  and	  Shave: And he who is to be cleansed shall wash his clothes and shave off all his hair and bathe himself in 

water, and he shall be clean.  
 

3. Wash	  and	  Shave: And after that he may come into the camp, but live outside his tent seven days. And on the seventh 
day he shall shave off all his hair from his head, his beard, and his eyebrows. He shall shave off all his hair, and then 
he shall wash his clothes and bathe his body in water, and he shall be clean. (Leviticus 14:3-9 ESV) 

 
4. Guilt	  Offering: And the priest shall take one of the male lambs and offer it for a guilt offering, along with the log of 

oil, and wave them for a wave offering before the LORD. (Leviticus 14:12 ESV) 
 

5. Sin	  Offering: And the rest of the oil that is in the priest's hand he shall put on the head of him who is to be cleansed. 
Then the priest shall make atonement for him before the LORD. The priest shall offer the sin offering, to make 
atonement for him who is to be cleansed from his uncleanness.  

 
6. Burnt	  Offering: And afterward he shall kill the burnt offering. And the priest shall offer the burnt offering and  

 
7. Grain	  Offering: the grain offering on the altar. Thus the priest shall make atonement for him, and he shall be 

clean. (Leviticus 14:18-20 ESV) 
 
 

OFFERINGS	   ANIMALS	   HANDS	   USE	  OF	  BLOOD	   PRIESTS	   OTHERS	   EMPHASIS	   LEVITICUS	  
Burnt 
Offering 

Cattle, 
Sheep, 
Goats, 
Birds 

Yes Poured on 
altar sides 

No No Underscores Prayers of 
petition or praise 

1 / 6:8-13 

Grain 
Offering 

     Pleasing aroma; often mirrors 
emphasis of the offering it 
accompanies 

2 / 6:14-23 

Peace 
Offering 

Cattle, 
Sheep, 
Goats 

Yes Poured on altar 
sides 

Yes Yes Fellowship with the Lord by 
Having a Communion Meal 

3 / 7:11-36 

Sin Offering Cattle, 
Sheep, 
Goats, 
Birds 

Yes Smeared on 
altars, 
sprinkled 
inside tent 

Yes No Atonement of a Committed 
Sin;  

4:1-5:13 / 
6:24-30 

Guilt 
Offering 

Rams Maybe Poured on 
altar sides 

Yes No Atonement of a committed 
Sin 

5:14-6:7 
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INTERLUDE	  BETWEEN	  THE	  TWO	  STORIES:	  RESPONSES	  TO	  THE	  	  GOSPEL	  
 
CROWDS: But now even more the report about him went abroad, and great crowds gathered to hear him and to 
be healed of their infirmities.  
 

1. And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and a report about him went out through all the surrounding 
country. And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified by all. (Luke 4:14-15 ESV) 

2. And all spoke well of him and marveled at the gracious words that were coming from his mouth. And they said, “Is 
not this Joseph's son?” (Luke 4:22 ESV) 

3. And he went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee. And he was teaching them on the Sabbath, and they were 
astonished at his teaching, for his word possessed authority. (Luke 4:31-32 ESV) 

4. And reports about him went out into every place in the surrounding region. (Luke 4:37 ESV) 
5. And when it was day, he departed and went into a desolate place. And the people sought him and came to him, and 

would have kept him from leaving them, (Luke 4:42 ESV) 
6. But now even more the report about him went abroad, and great crowds gathered to hear him and to be healed of 

their infirmities. (Luke 5:15 ESV) 
 
JESUS: But he would withdraw to desolate places and pray. 
 

1. Baptism	   	  	  	  	  	  3:21	  
2. After	  Healings	   	  	  	  	  	  4:42	  
3. Between	  Healings	  	  5:16	  
4. Selecting	  Apostles	  	  6:12	  

	  

5. Identity	  of	  Christ	  	   9:18	  
6. Transfiguration	   9:28-‐36	  
7. Return	  of	  Apostles	  	   10:21-‐22	  
8. Before	  Teaching	  	   11:1-‐4	  
	  

9. Passover	   	   22:17,19	  
10. Peter’s	  Faith	   22:32	  
11. Blood	  of	  Covenant	  	  	  22:41	  
12. God’s	  Will	   	   22:39-‐4

RELIGIOUS	  LEADERS: On one of those days, as he was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting 
there, who had come from every village of Galilee and Judea and from Jerusalem.  
 

Only	  God	  Can	  Forgive:	  The	  First	  Three	  Commandments	  
Exodus	  20:1-‐7	  

 
And God spoke all these words, saying, “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery. 
1. “You shall have no other gods before me. 
2. “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the 

earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the 
LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth 
generation of those who hate me, but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my 
commandments. 

3. “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes 
his name in vain. (Exodus 20:1-7 ESV) 

 
Punishment	  for	  Blasphemy	  of	  God	  	  (Leviticus	  24:13-‐16)	  

 
Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Bring out of the camp the one who cursed, and let all who heard him lay their 
hands on his head, and let all the congregation stone him. And speak to the people of Israel, saying, Whoever curses his 
God shall bear his sin. Whoever blasphemes the name of the LORD shall surely be put to death. All the congregation 
shall stone him. The sojourner as well as the native, when he blasphemes the Name, shall be put to death. (Leviticus 
24:13-16 ESV) 
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STORY	  TWO:	  OPPOSITION	  TO	  THE	  GOSPEL	  

THE	  GOSPEL: Grace	  through	  Faith 

• Grace: And the power of the Lord was with him to heal.  
• Sin: And behold, some men were bringing on a bed a man who was paralyzed, and  
• Repentance: they were seeking to bring him in and lay him before Jesus,  
• Faith: but finding no way to bring him in, because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and let him 

down with his bed through the tiles into the midst before Jesus. And when he saw their faith, he said,  
• Grace: “Man, your sins are forgiven you.”  

ANTI-‐GOSPEL:	  Works	  through	  the	  Law: And the scribes and the Pharisees began to question, saying, “Who is 
this who speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?”  
 

The	  Purpose	  of	  the	  Law:	  Galatians	  3:10-‐29	  (Romans	  2:17-‐3:20;	  Romans	  9-‐11)	  
	  

For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is written, “Cursed be everyone who does not abide by 
all things written in the Book of the Law, and do them.” Now it is evident that no one is justified before God by the 
law, for “The righteous shall live by faith.” But the law is not of faith, rather “The one who does them shall live by 
them.”  
 
Why then the law? It was added because of transgressions, until the offspring should come to whom the promise had 
been made, and it was put in place through angels by an intermediary. Now an intermediary implies more than one, 
but God is one. Is the law then contrary to the promises of God? Certainly not! For if a law had been given that could 
give life, then righteousness would indeed be by the law.  
 
But the Scripture imprisoned everything under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those 
who believe. Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the coming faith would be 
revealed.  
 
So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith 
has come, we are no longer under a guardian, for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. For as many 
of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, 
there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's 
offspring, heirs according to promise. (Galatians 3:10-29 ESV) 

 
THE	  GOSPEL:	  Grace	  by	  Faith	  Through	  the	  Miracle: When Jesus perceived their thoughts, he answered them, 
“Why do you question in your hearts? Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Rise and 
walk’? But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the man 
who was paralyzed—“I say to you, rise, pick up your bed and go home.”  And immediately he rose up before them 
and picked up what he had been lying on and went home, glorifying God.  

	  
The	  Forgiveness	  of	  Sins:	  Faith	  not	  Law	  (Romans	  3:1-‐31)	  

What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already charged that all, both Jews and Greeks, are 
under sin, as it is written: 
1. “None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for God. (Ps 14:1-3) 
2. All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one.” (Ps 53:1-3) 
3. “Their throat is an open grave; they use their tongues to deceive.” (Ps 5:9) 
4. “The venom of asps is under their lips.” (Ps 140:3) 
5. “Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.” (Ps 10:7) 
6. “Their feet are swift to shed blood; in their paths are ruin and misery, and the way of peace they have not known.” 

 (Proverbs 1:16; Isaiah 59:7-8) 
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7. “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” (Ps 36:1) 
  

Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be 
stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. For by works of the law no human being will be 
justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin. (Romans 3:9-20 ESV) 
But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear 
witness to it—the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe.  
 
1. For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a 

gift,  
2. through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,  
3. whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith.  
4. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. It was to 

show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 
 

Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 
For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God 
of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, since God is one—who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised 
through faith. Do we then overthrow the law by this faith? By no means! On the contrary, we uphold the law. (Romans 
3:21-31 ESV) 

 
RESPONSE	  TO	  THE	  GOSPEL: And amazement seized them all, and they glorified God and were filled with awe, 
saying, “We have seen extraordinary things today.”  (Luke 5:12-26 ESV) 

 
Progression	  of	  Opposition	  to	  the	  Gospel	  (Luke	  5:17-‐6:11)	  

1. Observed	  Jesus:	  On one of those days, as he was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting there, who 
had come from every village of Galilee and Judea and from Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was with him to 
heal.  (Luke 5:17 ESV) 

2. Complained	  Among	  Themselves: And the scribes and the Pharisees began to question, saying, “Who is this who 
speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?”  (Luke 5:21 ESV) 

3. Grumbled	  with	  Jesus’	  Disciples: And the Pharisees and their scribes grumbled at his disciples, saying, “Why do you 
eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?”  (Luke 5:30 ESV) 

4. Confronted	  Jesus: But some of the Pharisees said, “Why are you doing what is not lawful to do on the Sabbath?”  
(Luke 6:2 ESV) 

5. Accused	  Jesus: And the scribes and the Pharisees watched him, to see whether he would heal on the Sabbath, so that 
they might find a reason to accuse him.  (Luke 6:7 ESV) 

6. Despised	  Jesus: But they were filled with fury and  (Luke 6:11 ESV) 
7. Devised	  a	  plan:	  discussed with one another what they might do to Jesus. (Luke 6:11 ESV) 

	  
Why?	  	  	   but the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected the purpose of God for themselves, not having been baptized by 
him.)  (Luke 7:30 ESV) 
	  
Result: Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread drew near, which is called the Passover. And the chief priests and the 
scribes were seeking how to put him to death, for they feared the people.    (Luke 22:1-2 ESV) 

	  
But they all cried out together, “Away with this man, and release to us Barabbas”—a man who had been thrown into 
prison for an insurrection started in the city and for murder. Pilate addressed them once more, desiring to release 
Jesus, but they kept shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!” A third time he said to them, “Why, what evil has he done? I 
have found in him no guilt deserving death. I will therefore punish and release him.” But they were urgent, 
demanding with loud cries that he should be crucified. And their voices prevailed. So Pilate decided that their demand 
should be granted. He released the man who had been thrown into prison for insurrection and murder, for whom 
they asked, but he delivered Jesus over to their will.    (Luke 23:18-25 ESV) 
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