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The	  Celebration	  and	  Opposition	  of	  the	  Gospel	  
Luke	  5:27-‐6:11	  

 
Introduction:	  Purpose	  of	  Jesus,	  the	  Head	  of	  the	  Church	  
  

1. “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me    
2. to proclaim good news to the poor.   
3. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives    
4. and recovering of sight to the blind,    
5. to set at liberty those who are oppressed,   
6. to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.”(Luke 4:18-19 ESV) 

 
And when it was day, he departed and went into a desolate place. And the people sought him and came to him, and 
would have kept him from leaving them, but he said to them, “I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to 
the other towns as well; for I was sent for this purpose.” And he was preaching in the synagogues of Judea.    (Luke 4:42-
44 ESV) 
 
Gospel	  1:	  	   Peter,	  James,	  John	   	   	   	   Luke	  5:1-‐11	  
Gospel	  2:	   Leper	   	   	   	   	   	   Luke	  5:12-‐16	  
Gospel	  3:	   Paralytic	   	   	   	   	   Luke	  5:17-‐26	  
Gospel	  4:	  	   Levi	   	   	   	   	   	   Luke	  5:27-‐39	  
Gospel	  5:	   Hungry	  Disciples	   	   	   	   Luke	  6:1-‐5	  
Gospel	  6:	   Withered	  Hand	   	   	   	   	   Luke	  6:6-‐11	  

 
	  
	  

The	  Gospel	  4:	  The	  Conversion	  of	  Levi 
 
Celebration: After this he went out and saw a tax collector named Levi, sitting at the tax booth. And he said to 
him, “Follow me.” And leaving everything, he rose and followed him. And Levi made him a great feast in his 
house, and there was a large company of tax collectors and others reclining at table with them.  
 

Opposition: And the Pharisees and their scribes grumbled at his disciples, saying, “Why do you eat and 
drink with tax collectors and sinners?”  

 
Celebration: And Jesus answered them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 
I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance.” 
 

Opposition: And they said to him, “The disciples of John fast often and offer prayers, and so do the 
disciples of the Pharisees, but yours eat and drink.”  

 
Celebration: And Jesus said to them, “Can you make wedding guests fast while the bridegroom is with them? The 
days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast in those days.”  
 
Celebration: He also told them a parable: “No one tears a piece from a new garment and puts it on an old 
garment. If he does, he will tear the new, and the piece from the new will not match the old.  

	  
Celebration: And no one puts new wine into old wineskins. If he does, the new wine will burst the skins and it 
will be spilled, and the skins will be destroyed. But new wine must be put into fresh wineskins. And no one after 
drinking old wine desires new, for he says, ‘The old is good.’” (Luke 5:27-39 ESV) 
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Celebration	  of	  the	  New	  Wine	  
Hebrews	  8-‐9	  

 
1. Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have such a 

high priest, one who is seated at the right hand of the throne 
of the Majesty in heaven, a minister in the holy places, in the 
true tent that the Lord set up, not man.  

2. Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more excellent 
than the old as the covenant he mediates is better, since it 
is enacted on better promises.  

3. For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would 
have been no occasion to look for a second. 

4. “Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will 
establish a new covenant with the house of Israel and with 
the house of Judah, 

5. not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the 
day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the 
land of Egypt. 

6. For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of 
Israel after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my laws 
into their minds, and write them on their hearts, and I will 
be their God, and they shall be my people. 

7. In speaking of a new covenant, he makes the first one 
obsolete. And what is becoming obsolete and growing 
old is ready to vanish away.  

8. But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things 
that have come, then through the greater and more perfect 
tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation) he 
entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the 
blood of goats and calves but by means of his own blood, 
thus securing an eternal redemption.  

9. For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of 
defiled persons with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the 
purification of the flesh, how much more will the blood of 
Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself 
without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead 
works to serve the living God. 

10. Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that 
those who are called may receive the promised eternal 
inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them 
from the transgressions committed under the first covenant.  

11. Thus it was necessary for the copies of the heavenly things to 
be purified with these rites, but the heavenly things 
themselves with better sacrifices than these.  

12. For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with 
hands, which are copies of the true things, but into heaven 
itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf.  

13. And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that 
comes judgment, so Christ, having been offered once to bear 
the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with 
sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him. 
(Hebrews 9 ESV) 

14. For since the law has but a shadow of the good things to 
come instead of the true form of these realities, it can never, 
by the same sacrifices that are continually offered every year, 
make perfect those who draw near.  

15. He does away with the first in order to establish the 
second. And by that will we have been sanctified through the 
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

16. But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for 
sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, waiting from that 

time until his enemies should be made a footstool for his feet. 
For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those 
who are being sanctified. 

17. And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying, 
“This is the covenant that I will make with them after 
those days, declares the Lord: I will put my laws on their 
hearts, and write them on their minds,” 

18. then he adds, “I will remember their sins and their lawless 
deeds no more.” 
  
Remain	  Faithful	  to	  the	  Gospel	  in	  the	  Midst	  of	  Opposition	  

Hebrew	  10-‐11	  
	  

1. Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the 
holy places by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way 
that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his 
flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 
let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of 
faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil 
conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.  

2. Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without 
wavering, for he who promised is faithful.  

3. And let us consider how to stir up one another to love 
and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is 
the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all 
the more as you see the Day drawing near. 

4. For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the 
knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for 
sins, but a fearful expectation of judgment, and a fury of fire 
that will consume the adversaries. Anyone who has set aside 
the law of Moses dies without mercy on the evidence of two 
or three witnesses. How much worse punishment, do you 
think, will be deserved by the one who has trampled 
underfoot the Son of God, and has profaned the blood of 
the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has 
outraged the Spirit of grace? For we know him who said, 
“Vengeance is mine; I will repay.” And again, “The Lord will 
judge his people.” It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of 
the living God. 

5. But recall the former days when, after you were enlightened, 
you endured a hard struggle with sufferings, sometimes 
being publicly exposed to reproach and affliction, and 
sometimes being partners with those so treated. For you 
had compassion on those in prison, and you joyfully accepted 
the plundering of your property, since you knew that you 
yourselves had a better possession and an abiding one.  

6. Therefore do not throw away your confidence, which has 
a great reward. For you have need of endurance, so that 
when you have done the will of God you may receive what is 
promised. For, “Yet a little while, and the coming one will 
come and will not delay. but my righteous one shall live by 
faith, and if he shrinks back, my soul has no pleasure in him.” 

7. But we are not of those who shrink back and are 
destroyed, but of those who have faith and preserve their 
souls.  

8. Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not seen. For by it the people of old 
received their commendation. By faith we understand that the 
universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen 
was not made out of things that are visible.   
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The	  Gospel	  5:	  The	  Disciples	  of	  Jesus 

 
On a Sabbath, while he was going through the grainfields, his disciples plucked and ate some heads of grain, 
rubbing them in their hands.  
	  
	   Opposition:  But some of the Pharisees said, “Why are you doing what is not lawful to do on the 
 Sabbath?”  
	  
Celebration: And Jesus answered them, “Have you not read what David did when he was hungry,  he and  those 
who were with him: how he entered the house of God and took and ate the bread of the Presence, which is not 
lawful for any but the priests to eat, and also gave it to those with him?”  

 
Then David came to Nob to Ahimelech the priest. And Ahimelech came to meet David trembling and said to him, 
“Why are you alone, and no one with you?” And David said to Ahimelech the priest, “The king has charged me with a 
matter and said to me, ‘Let no one know anything of the matter about which I send you, and with which I have 
charged you.’ I have made an appointment with the young men for such and such a place. Now then, what do you 
have on hand? Give me five loaves of bread, or whatever is here.” And the priest answered David, “I have no 
common bread on hand, but there is holy bread—if the young men have kept themselves from women.” And David 
answered the priest, “Truly women have been kept from us as always when I go on an expedition. The vessels of the 
young men are holy even when it is an ordinary journey. How much more today will their vessels be holy?” So the 
priest gave him the holy bread, for there was no bread there but the bread of the Presence, which is removed 
from before the LORD, to be replaced by hot bread on the day it is taken away. (1 Samuel 21:1-6 ESV) 

 
Celebration:	  And he said to them, “The Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath.” 
 

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. And on the seventh day God finished his 
work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had done. So God blessed the 
seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested from all his work that he had done in creation. (Genesis 2:1-3 
ESV) 

	  
	  
	  

The	  Gospel	  6:	  The	  Healing	  of	  a	  Withered	  Hand 
 
On another Sabbath, he entered the synagogue and was teaching, and a man was there whose right hand was 
withered.  
 
	   Opposition: And the scribes and the Pharisees watched him, to see whether he would heal on the 
 Sabbath, so that they might find a reason to accuse him.  
 
Celebration: But he knew their thoughts, and he said to the man with the withered hand, “Come and stand 
here.”  And he rose and stood there.  And Jesus said to them, “I ask you, is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or 
to do harm, to save life or to destroy it?”  And after looking around at them all he said to him, “Stretch out your 
hand.” And he did so, and his hand was restored.  
 

Opposition:	  But they were filled with fury and discussed with one another what they might do to Jesus. 
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How	  to	  Celebrate	  the	  New	  Wine	  of	  The	  Gospel	  in	  the	  Midst	  of	  Opposition	  	  

	  
	  

1. KEEP	  THE	  WINE—THROW	  OUT	  THE	  SKINS	   	   I	  celebrate	  Jesus;	  I	  oppose	  the	  traditions	  

What	  are	  some	  of	  the	  reasons	  people	  give	  for	  not	  being	  a	  part	  of	  a	  local	  church	  yet	  wanting	  to	  still	  have	  a	  
relationship	  with	  God?	  

	  

	  

	  

2. KEEP	  THE	  SKINS—THROW	  OUT	  THE	  WINE	   	   I	  celebrate	  the	  traditions;	  I	  oppose	  Jesus	  

What	  local	  church	  traditions/programs	  do	  you	  see	  hindering	  a	  living,	  vital	  relationship	  with	  God?	  	  

	  

	  

	  

3. KEEP	  THE	  SKINS—CHANGE	  THE	  WINE	   	   I	  celebrate	  the	  traditions;	  I	  change	  Jesus	  

How	  have	  false	  cults	  tried	  to	  change	  the	  gospel	  of	  Jesus	  yet	  keep	  an	  appearance	  of	  truth?	  

	  

	  

	  

4. KEEP	  THE	  WINE—CHANGE	  THE	  SKINS	   	   I	  celebrate	  Jesus;	  I	  change	  the	  tradtions	  

Which	  church	  traditions/programs	  do	  you	  believe	  need	  to	  be	  changed	  or	  replaced	  to	  reach	  our	  community	  and	  
world	  for	  Christ?	  Why?	  

Which	  church	  traditions/programs	  would	  be	  difficult	  for	  you	  to	  give	  up?	  Why?	  
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