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The	  Parable	  of	  the	  Soils:	  How	  to	  Hear	  the	  Gospel	  
Luke	  8:1-‐21	  

 
Introduction:	  Hearers	  of	  Jesus:	  	  
	  
1. Jews	  in	  Nazareth:	  	   	   Marveled	  at	  Jesus’	  gracious	  words	  	   	   	   	   	   (Luke	  4:22)	  

2. Jews	  in	  Nazareth:	  	   	   Filled	  with	  wrath	  and	  drove	  Jesus	  to	  throw	  Him	  off	  the	  cliff	  	   	   (Luke	  4:28-‐29)	  
3. Jews	  in	  Capernaum:	  	   Astonished	  at	  Jesus’	  authoritative	  teaching	   	   	   	   (Luke	  4:31-‐32)	  
4. Demons:	  	   	   	   Came	  out	  of	  the	  man	  and	  did	  him	  no	  harm	   	   	   	   (Luke	  4:35)	  
5. Jews	  in	  Capernaum:	  	   Amazed	  at	  Jesus’	  authoritative	  and	  powerful	  teachings	   	   	   (Luke	  4:36)	  

6. Peter’s	  Mother-‐In-‐Law:	  	   Rose	  after	  the	  fever	  left	  her	  and	  began	  to	  serve	  Jesus	   	   	   (Luke	  4:39)	  

7. Demons:	  	   	   	   Came	  out,	  recognizing	  Jesus	  as	  the	  Son	  of	  God,	  but	  then	  silenced	   (Luke	  4:41)	  

8. Peter:	  	   	   	   Humbly	  confessed	  his	  unworthiness	  and	  left	  to	  follow	  Jesus	   	   (Luke	  5:1-‐11)	  

9. Leper:	  	   	   	   Touched	  Jesus	  and	  showed	  himself	  to	  the	  priest	  after	  being	  healed	   (Luke	  5:12-‐14)	  
10. Crowds:    Gathered	  to	  hear	  Jesus	  and	  to	  be	  healed	   	   	   	   (Luke	  5:15-‐16)	  
11. Pharisees	   	   	  	   Questioned	  Jesus	  and	  accused	  Him	  of	  blasphemies	   	   	   (Luke	  5:21)	  

12. Paralytic:	  	   	   	   Rose	  up,	  picked	  up	  his	  mat,	  and	  glorified	  God	   	   	   	   (Luke	  5:24-‐25)	  
13. Crowds:	  	   	   	   Amazed	  at	  Jesus	  and	  glorified	  God	   	   	   	   	   (Luke	  5:26)	  

14. Levi:	  	   	   	   Left	  collecting	  taxes,	  followed	  Jesus,	  and	  made	  Him	  a	  feast	   	   (Luke	  5:27-‐28)	  

15. Pharisees	  and	  Scribes:	  	   Grumbled	  at	  Jesus’	  disciples	  for	  eating	  with	  sinners	   	   	   (Luke	  5:30-‐39)	  

16. Pharisees:	  	   	   	   Complained	  Jesus	  was	  doing	  something	  unlawful	  on	  the	  Sabbath	   (Luke	  6:2-‐5)	  

17. Man	  w/	  Withered	  Hand:	  	   Stretched	  out	  his	  hand	  and	  was	  healed	   	   	   	   	   (Luke	  6:8-‐10)	  
18. Twelve	  Apostles:	  	   	   Responded	  to	  Jesus’	  call	  to	  be	  chosen	  as	  apostles	   	   	   (Luke	  6:13-‐16)	  

19. Crowds:	  	   	   	   Listened	  to	  Jesus	  teach	  and	  to	  be	  healed	   	   	   	   (Luke	  6:17-‐19)	  
20. Disciples:	  	   	   	   Listened	  to	  Jesus	  teach	   	   	   	   	   	   	   (Luke	  6:20-‐49)	  

21. Centurion:	  	  	   	   Asked	  Jesus	  to	  heal	  his	  servant	  with	  just	  Jesus’	  word	   	   	   (Luke	  7:1-‐10)	  

22. Widow’s	  Son:	  	   	   Rose	  and	  began	  to	  speak	  after	  his	  death	  	   	   	   	   (Luke	  7:11-‐17)	  

23. John/	  Baptist’s	  Disciples:	  	   Told	  John	  the	  Baptist	  about	  Jesus’	  miracles	   	   	   	   (Luke	  7:22-‐23)	  
24. This	  Generation:	  	   	   Criticized	  John	  the	  Baptist	  and	  Jesus	   	   	   	   	   (Luke	  7:33-‐34)	  
25. Simon,	  the	  Pharisee:	  	   Criticized	  Jesus	  as	  a	  prophet	   	   	   	   	   	   (Luke	  7:39)	  
26. A	  Woman,	  the	  Sinner:	  	   Anointed	  Jesus’	  feet	  with	  oil	  and	  wiped	  His	  hair	  with	  her	  tears	   	   (Luke	  7:44-‐50)	  
	  
Examples	  of	  True	  Hears	  of	  the	  Gospel	  
 

Soon afterward he went on through cities and villages, proclaiming and bringing the good news of the 
kingdom of God.  
 
1. And the twelve were with him, and  
2. also some women who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities:  

a. Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, and  
b. Joanna, the wife of Chuza, Herod's household manager, and  
c. Susanna, and  

3. many others, who provided for them out of their means. 
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How	  to	  Hear	  the	  Gospel	  
	  
And when a great crowd was gathering and people from town after town came to him, he said in a parable,  
 

“A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed,  
some fell along the path and was trampled underfoot, and the birds of the air devoured it.  
And some fell on the rock, and as it grew up, it withered away, because it had no moisture.  
And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up with it and choked it.  
And some fell into good soil and grew and yielded a hundredfold.”  

 
Creation	  of	  Seeds:	  Genesis	  1	  

	  
And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their 
seed, each according to its kind, on the earth.” And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding 
seed according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind. And 
God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 

 

And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the 
expanse of the heavens.” So God created the great sea creatures and every living creature that moves, with which the 
waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 
And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on 
the earth.” And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 

 

And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish 
of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”  

 

And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree 
with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens 
and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for 
food.” And it was so. And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

 
As he said these things, he called out,  “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 
 
And when his disciples asked him what this parable meant, he said,  “To you it has been given to know the secrets 
of the kingdom of God, but for others they are in parables, so that ‘seeing they may not see, and hearing they may 
not understand.’  
 

Isaiah	  6:8-‐7:17	  
And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here I am! 
Send me.” And he said, “Go, and say to this people: 
 “‘Keep on hearing, but do not understand; keep on seeing, but do not perceive.’ 
 Make the heart of this people dull, and their ears heavy, and blind their eyes; 
 lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, 
 and understand with their hearts, and turn and be healed.”  
Then I said, “How long, O Lord?” 
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And he said:  
“Until cities lie waste without inhabitant, and houses without people, and the land is a desolate waste, and the 
LORD removes people far away, and the forsaken places are many in the midst of the land. And though a tenth 
remain in it, it will be burned again, like a terebinth or an oak, whose stump remains when it is felled.”  
 
The holy seed is its stump.    
 
In the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham, son of Uzziah, king of Judah, Rezin the king of Syria and Pekah the son of 
Remaliah the king of Israel came up to Jerusalem to wage war against it, but could not yet mount an attack against 
it. When the house of David was told, “Syria is in league with Ephraim,” the heart of Ahaz and the heart of his 
people shook as the trees of the forest shake before the wind. Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, “Ask a sign of the 
LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the 
LORD to the test.” And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you 
weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a 
son, and shall call his name Immanuel.  (Isaiah 7:1-17 ESV) 

 
Now the parable is this:  
 

The seed is the word of God. The ones along the path are those who have heard; then the devil comes and 
takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved.  
 
And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy. But these have no 
root; they believe for a while, and in time of testing fall away.  
 
And as for what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked 
by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature.  
 
As for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, 
and bear fruit with patience. 

 
“No one after lighting a lamp covers it with a jar or puts it under a bed, but puts it on a stand, so that those 
who enter may see the light. For nothing is hidden that will not be made manifest, nor is anything secret that 
will not be known and come to light.  

 
Take care then how you hear, for to the one who has, more will be given, and from the one who has not, 
even what he thinks that he has will be taken away.” 

 
	  
Examples	  of	  True	  Hears	  of	  the	  Gospel	  
 
Then his mother and his brothers came to him, but they could not reach him because of the crowd. And he was 
told,  

“Your mother and your brothers are standing outside, desiring to see you.”  
 
But he answered them,  “My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of God and do it.” 
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Adjoining:	  Gospel	  is	  News	  not	  Religion	  	  	  	  	  
A	  Small	  Parable	  Written	  by	  Keith	  Kepley	  	  April	  16,	  2016	  

	  
“You ready?” the voices pleaded, knocking at a door I didn’t know was there. 
 
We were staying at a hotel and hadn’t yet realized the rooms had adjoining doors.  The kids were staying with Grandma and Grandpa 
while Alicia and I had a room to ourselves.  Within five minutes of arriving, the boys had already changed into swimsuits and were 
demanding that it was time to swim (“Swim now!”).  They had opened their half of our adjoining-room-doors and were knocking on 
our single-handle, closed, locked door.  We opened it and welcomed them in. Their pressure didn’t speed our readying, but we all 
went swimming soon enough. 
 
Most hotels offer adjoining rooms.  Separated by a two-door doorway, these adjoining rooms can only connect if both parties open 
their respective doors.  Each side has the capability of locking, shutting, or opening their own door regardless of whether the tenants 
on the other side do the same. 
 
Figuratively, our respective relationships with God are like adjoining rooms.  Religion – pick one – tells us that when we open our 
door to God that we will see a handle-less closed door staring back at us.  If we do certain actions or rituals designed to raise the 
standard of our room until it would be presentable to God, then we are told He will open His door as well.  If we are not a threat to 
contaminate His holiness, He will find us worthy.  He will open His door and invite us into His world.  Religious advocates then 
attempt to persuade us and sell us on their best techniques to compel God to open His door to us. 
 
This is religion, not the gospel.  The gospel is different. 
 
There is no persuasion with the gospel.  It’s just true.  The gospel is just the news that if you should ever open your door to God, you 
will not find a handle-less, closed, or locked door looking back at you. In fact, God himself has taken great efforts through Jesus and 
through His Holy Spirit to eliminate all barriers between Him and you. He is not scared of what He will find should the door 
between you and Him open up.  He will eagerly walk through that doorway and take up residence in your world.  He is an expert at 
repairing what is disheveled and broken.  He’s like a blacklight maid: He’ll reveal junk no one else noticed; then He’ll help clean 
everything up and put a mint on the pillow.  He’s putting this world back together and He has no intention of quitting until He is 
done.  And you are part of His world. 
 
So … whenever you reach the point in your life where you are ready for a relationship with God … whenever you reach the point 
where you no longer fear Him seeing your life as it is  … whenever you are genuinely ready for Jesus to put your life back together … 
open your adjoining door.  When you open it, you will be shocked to find: 
 
When Jesus died and rose again, that two-door doorway was changed forever.  His door is not locked.  His door is not closed.  His 
door is not even open in the traditional sense.  His door has been removed from the hinges.  His door has been carried out of the 
building.  His door has been put through a wood chipper.  His door’s wood chips have been burned to ash.  His door’s ashes have 
been scattered on the bottom of the ocean.  Not only is His door open for you, it will remain open forever and there is absolutely 
nothing you can do to close His door.  Even if yours remains shut and/or locked, His openness will remain. 
 
This is the good news of the gospel: Jesus is ready to put your life back together starting right now and He’s gonna stay ready.  He 
will not force you to open yours, but waits patiently.  He’s ready when you’re ready. Please continue to reject religion.  Religion is 
pressure: Convert right now! … so that we can count you.  Perform this cleansing ritual! … for four easy payments. 
 
The gospel is not religion.  The gospel is simply good news: When you open your door, you’re going to find that He’s been ready for 
you for a long time.  He loves you, door-open and without barrier.   
 
He’s ready when you’re ready.  You ready? 
 
“So,	  what	   do	   you	   think?	  With	  God	   on	   our	   side	   like	   this,	   how	   can	  we	   lose?	   If	   God	   didn’t	   hesitate	   to	   put	   everything	   on	   the	   line	   for	   us,	   embracing	   our	  
condition	  and	  exposing	  himself	  to	  the	  worst	  by	  sending	  his	  own	  Son,	  is	  there	  anything	  else	  he	  wouldn’t	  gladly	  and	  freely	  do	  for	  us?	  And	  who	  would	  dare	  
tangle	  with	  God	  by	  messing	  with	  one	  of	  God’s	  chosen?	  Who	  would	  dare	  even	  to	  point	  a	  finger?	  The	  One	  who	  died	  for	  us—who	  was	  raised	  to	  life	  for	  us!—is	  
in	  the	  presence	  of	  God	  at	  this	  very	  moment	  sticking	  up	  for	  us.	  Do	  you	  think	  anyone	  is	  going	  to	  be	  able	  to	  drive	  a	  wedge	  between	  us	  and	  Christ’s	  love	  for	  us?	  
There	  is	  no	  way!	  Not	  trouble,	  not	  hard	  times,	  not	  hatred,	  not	  hunger,	  not	  homelessness,	  not	  bullying	  threats,	  not	  backstabbing,	  not	  even	  the	  worst	  sins	  
listed	   in	  Scripture	  ……	  None	  of	   this	   fazes	  us	  because	   Jesus	   loves	  us.	   I’m	  absolutely	   convinced	   that	  nothing—nothing	   living	  or	  dead,	  angelic	  or	  demonic,	  
today	  or	  tomorrow,	  high	  or	  low,	  thinkable	  or	  unthinkable—absolutely	  nothing	  can	  get	  between	  us	  and	  God’s	  love	  because	  of	  the	  way	  that	  Jesus	  our	  Master	  
has	  embraced	  us.”	  Romans	  8:31-‐39	  The	  Message	  


