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The	  Gospel	  of	  Salvation	  and	  Judgment:	  One	  Storm	  and	  Many	  Demons	  
(Luke 8:22-39 ESV) 

 
 

Jesus’	  Power	  and	  Authority	  over	  the	  Natural	  World	  
 

NATURE	   Situation	   Matt	   Mark	   Luke	   John	  

1. Water	  to	  wine	   First miracle/Wedding/Cana in Galilee    2:1-11 

2. Catch	  of	  Fish	   Peter’s boat/Jesus spoke/nets broke/fish filled the boats   5:1-11  

3. Storm	  Calmed	   Sea of Galilee/Jesus slept in boat/rebuked storm 8:23-27 4:35-41 8:22-25  

4. Feeds	  5000	   Five loaves and two fish/Gave thanks/12 baskets left 14:13-21 6:30-44 9:10-17 6:1-15 

5. Walks	  on	  Water	   Sea of Galilee/Peter’s walk on water/Jesus touched Peter’s hand 14:22-33 6:45-52  6:16-21 

6. Feeds	  4000	   Seven loaves and few fish/Gave thanks/7 baskets left 15:32-39 8:1-13   

7. Coin	  in	  Fish	   Peter sent to sea/cast hook/first fish had a shekel 17:24-27    

8. Fig	  Tree	  Cursed	   After Palm Sunday/fig tree not to bear fruit and withered 21:18-22 11:12-14   

9. Catch	  of	  Fish	   After resurrection/ 153 fish caught/Peter swims to shore    21:4-11 

 TOTAL 6 5 3 4 

 
	  

Explanations	  of	  the	  Miracles	  
	  

1. COINCIDENCE:	  It	  was	  a	  coincidence	  the	  storm	  stopped.	  	   	  
a. If	  so,	  Jesus	  would	  have	  deceived	  the	  disciples	  into	  thinking	  it	  was	  a	  miracle.	  Jesus	  accepted	  their	  claim	  

that	  He	  had	  calmed	  the	  storm	  when	  He	  did	  not.	  This	  discredits	  the	  character	  of	  Jesus.	  	  
2. HALLUCINATIONS:	  The	  disciples	  had	  hallucinations	  and	  thought	  there	  was	  a	  storm	  when	  there	  was	  not	  one.	  	  	  

a. If	  so,	  Jesus	  allowed	  the	  disciples	  to	  believe	  their	  claim	  He	  had	  calmed	  the	  storm.	  Jesus	  did	  not	  correct	  
them,	  again	  discrediting	  the	  character	  of	  Jesus.	  	  

b. If	  so,	  four	  of	  the	  disciples	  were	  veteran	  fishermen,	  familiar	  with	  storms	  on	  the	  Sea	  of	  Galilee.	  It	  is	  
unlikely	  these	  four	  all	  believed	  there	  was	  a	  storm	  when	  there	  was	  not.	  	  

3. DECEPTION:	  The	  disciples	  made-‐up	  the	  story	  and	  communicated	  it	  to	  others.	  
a. If	  so,	  it	  doesn’t	  explain	  why	  the	  disciples	  made	  up	  the	  story.	  If	  so,	  Jesus	  allowed	  them	  to	  tell	  a	  lie	  while	  

accepting	  their	  claim	  it	  was	  a	  miracle.	  This	  discredits	  the	  character	  of	  Jesus.	  
4. DECEPTION:	  Luke	  made	  up	  the	  story.	  

a. If	  so,	  it	  doesn’t	  explain	  why	  Luke	  made	  up	  the	  story.	  The	  story	  is	  also	  recorded	  by	  Mark,	  yet	  Mark	  was	  
written	  before	  Luke.	  Thus	  Mark	  would	  have	  made-‐up	  the	  story,	  yet	  this	  doesn’t	  explain	  why	  Mark	  made-‐
up	  the	  story.	  	  

5. PARABLES:	  Luke	  wrote	  the	  story	  as	  a	  parable.	  	  
a. If	  so,	  the	  miracle	  story	  does	  not	  fit	  the	  literary	  genre	  of	  a	  parable.	  A	  parable	  is	  a	  fictional	  reality.	  The	  

miracle	  is	  a	  non-‐fictional	  unreality.	  	  The	  first	  century	  Jewish	  audience	  knew	  the	  difference,	  yet	  there	  is	  
no	  external	  evidence	  it	  was	  considered	  a	  parable.	  	  

6. ADDED	  LATER:	  The	  miracle	  was	  added	  to	  the	  gospel	  hundred	  of	  years	  after	  Luke	  wrote	  it.	  	  
a. If	  so,	  it	  doesn’t	  explain	  why	  the	  miracle	  was	  added	  hundreds	  of	  years	  after	  Christ.	  If	  the	  miracles	  did	  not	  

happen,	  it	  doesn’t	  explain	  the	  rapid	  spread	  of	  Christianity	  throughout	  the	  Roman	  Empire	  within	  30	  years	  
after	  the	  death	  of	  Christ	  by	  a	  group	  of	  disciples	  who	  did	  not	  believe	  in	  the	  miracles.	  If	  Christianity	  did	  
grow	  without	  the	  miracles,	  why	  add	  them	  later?	  	  

7. TRUE:	  The	  miracle	  did	  literally	  happen	  as	  Luke	  wrote	  it.	  	  
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The	  Gospel	  of	  Salvation	  and	  Judgment:	  One	  Storm	  
Luke	  8:22-‐25	  

	  
• One day he got into a boat with his disciples, and he said to them, “Let us go across to the other side of the 

lake.”  
 

Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and call 
out against it, for their evil has come up before me.” But Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the 
LORD. He went down to Joppa and found a ship going to Tarshish. So he paid the fare and went down into it, to go 
with them to Tarshish, away from the presence of the LORD. (Jonah 1:1-3 ESV) 

 
• So they set out, and as they sailed he fell asleep. And a windstorm came down on the lake, and they were 

filling with water and were in danger.  
 

But the LORD hurled a great wind upon the sea, and there was a mighty tempest on the sea, so that the ship 
threatened to break up. (Jonah 1:4 ESV) 

 
• And they went and woke him, saying, “Master, Master, we are perishing!”  
 

Then the mariners were afraid, and each cried out to his god. And they hurled the cargo that was in the ship into the 
sea to lighten it for them. But Jonah had gone down into the inner part of the ship and had lain down and was fast 
asleep. So the captain came and said to him, “What do you mean, you sleeper? Arise, call out to your god! Perhaps the 
god will give a thought to us, that we may not perish.” And they said to one another, “Come, let us cast lots, that we 
may know on whose account this evil has come upon us.” So they cast lots, and the lot fell on Jonah. Then they said 
to him, “Tell us on whose account this evil has come upon us. What is your occupation? And where do you come 
from? What is your country? And of what people are you?” And he said to them, “I am a Hebrew, and I fear the 
LORD, the God of heaven, who made the sea and the dry land.” Then the men were exceedingly afraid and said 
to him, “What is this that you have done!” For the men knew that he was fleeing from the presence of the LORD, 
because he had told them. (Jonah 1:5-10 ESV) 

 
• And he awoke and rebuked the wind and the raging waves, and they ceased, and there was a calm. He said to 

them, “Where is your faith?”  
 

Then they said to him, “What shall we do to you, that the sea may quiet down for us?” For the sea grew more and 
more tempestuous. He said to them, “Pick me up and hurl me into the sea; then the sea will quiet down for you, for I 
know it is because of me that this great tempest has come upon you.” Nevertheless, the men rowed hard to get back 
to dry land, but they could not, for the sea grew more and more tempestuous against them. Therefore they called out 
to the LORD, “O LORD, let us not perish for this man's life, and lay not on us innocent blood, for you, O LORD, 
have done as it pleased you.” So they picked up Jonah and hurled him into the sea, and the sea ceased from its raging. 
Then the men feared the LORD exceedingly, and they offered a sacrifice to the LORD and made vows. (Jonah 1:11-
16 ESV) 

 
• And they were afraid, and they marveled, saying to one another, “Who then is this, that he commands even 

winds and water, and they obey him?” 
 

And the LORD appointed a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and 
three nights. (Jonah 1:17 ESV) 
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The	  Gospel	  of	  Salvation	  and	  Judgment:	  Many	  Demons	  
Luke	  8:26-‐39	  

 
DEMONS	   Situation	   Matt	   Mark	   Luke	   John	  

1) Unclean	  Spirit	   Man/Synagogue/Sabbath/Capernaum/ Jesus spoke  1:21-27 4:31-36  

2) Demon-‐possession	   Two men/tombs/Jesus spoke/Demons enter pigs & drown 8:28-33 5:1-20 8:22-25  

3) Demon-‐oppression	   Man/mute/Pharisees’ attribute it to Satan 9:32-34    

4) Demon-‐oppression	   Daughter/Canaanite mother/asks Jesus twice/Jesus spoke 15:21-28 7:24-30   

5) Demon-‐possession	   Son/Father asks disciples/epileptic/Jesus spoke 17:14-20 9:14-29 9:37-43  

6) Demon-‐oppression	   Man/blind and mute/Pharisees’ attribute it to Satan 12:22-32  11:14-23  

7) Disabling	  spirit	   Woman/crippled/Sabbath/Jesus touched and spoke   13:10-17  

7 TOTAL 5 4 5 0 

 
Then they sailed to the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. When Jesus had stepped out on land, 
there met him a man from the city who had demons.  
	  
• For a long time he had worn no clothes, and  
• he had not lived in a house but among the tombs.  
• When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell down before him and said with a loud voice, “What have you to do 

with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment me.” For he had commanded the 
unclean spirit to come out of the man.  

• (For many a time it had seized him.  
• He was kept under guard and bound with chains and shackles, but  
• he would break the bonds and be driven by the demon into the desert.)  
 
Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Legion,” for many demons had entered him. And they 
begged him not to command them to depart into the abyss. Now a large herd of pigs was feeding there on the 
hillside, and they begged him to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. Then the demons came out of 
the man and entered the pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and drowned. 
 

Judgment	  and	  Salvation:	  (Isaiah	  24:21-‐27:13	  ESV)	  
 

• On that day the LORD will punish the host of heaven, in heaven, and the kings of the earth, on the earth. 
• They will be gathered together as prisoners in a pit; 
• they will be shut up in a prison, and after many days they will be punished. 
• Then the moon will be confounded and the sun ashamed, 
• for the LORD of hosts reigns on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, 
• and his glory will be before his elders.  
• LORD, you are my God; I will exalt you; I will praise your name, 
• for you have done wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure. 
• For you have made the city a heap, the fortified city a ruin; 
• the foreigners' palace is a city no more; it will never be rebuilt. 
• Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; cities of ruthless nations will fear you. 
• For you have been a stronghold to the poor, a stronghold to the needy in his distress, a shelter from the 

 storm and a shade from the heat; 
• for the breath of the ruthless is like a storm against a wall, like heat in a dry place. 
• You subdue the noise of the foreigners; as heat by the shade of a cloud, so the song of the ruthless is put 

 down. 
• On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged   

 wine, of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. 
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• And he will swallow up on this mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil that is spread over all 
nations. He will swallow up death forever; 

• and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces, and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the 
earth, for the LORD has spoken. 

• In that day from the river Euphrates to the Brook of Egypt the LORD will thresh out the grain, and you will be 
gleaned one by one, O people of Israel. And  
in that day a great trumpet will be blown, and those who were lost in the land of Assyria and those who were driven 
out to the land of Egypt will come and worship the LORD on the holy mountain at Jerusalem.  

 
Judgment	  and	  Salvation:	  Revelation	  20-‐21 

 
Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the bottomless pit and a great 
chain. And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand 
years, and threw him into the pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he might not deceive the nations any 
longer, until the thousand years were ended. After that he must be released for a little while… 
 
And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be released from his prison and will come out to deceive the 
nations that are at the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them for battle; their number is like the 
sand of the sea. And they marched up over the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the 
beloved city, but fire came down from heaven and consumed them, and the devil who had deceived them was 
thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day 
and night forever and ever. 
 
Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth and sky fled away, and no 
place was found for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. 
Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the 
books, according to what they had done. And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave 
up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had done. 
Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. And if 
anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. (Revelation 20 
ESV) 
 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was 
no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is 
with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. He 
will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor 
crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” (Revelation 21:1-8 ESV) 
 

	  
Response	  to	  the	  Judgment	  of	  the	  Gospel:  When the herdsmen saw what had happened, they fled and told it in 
the city and in the country. Then people went out to see what had happened, and they came to Jesus and found 
the man from whom the demons had gone, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind, and they 
were afraid. And those who had seen it told them how the demon-possessed man had been healed. Then all the 
people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked him to depart from them, for they were seized with 
great fear. So he got into the boat and returned.  
 
	  
Response	  to	  the	  Salvation	  of	  the	  Gospel: The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be 
with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, “Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for you.” 
And he went away, proclaiming throughout the whole city how much Jesus had done for him. 
 
 


