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HEARING	  JESUS:	  LEARNING	  TO	  HAVE	  EARS	  TO	  HEAR	  	  
(Luke 9:37-62 ESV)	  

	  
	  
Introduction:	  As he was saying these things, a cloud came and overshadowed them, and they were afraid as 
they entered the cloud. And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, my Chosen One; 
listen to him!” And when the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and told no one 
in those days anything of what they had seen. (Luke 9:34-36 ESV) 

	  
Hearing	  Test	  1:	  Faith	  Over	  Doubt	  	  

	  
On the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great crowd met him. And behold, a man 
from the crowd cried out, “Teacher, I beg you to look at my son, for he is my only child. And behold, a spirit 
seizes him, and he suddenly cries out. It convulses him so that he foams at the mouth, and shatters him, and 
will hardly leave him. And I begged your disciples to cast it out, but they could not.” Jesus answered, “O 
faithless and twisted generation, how long am I to be with you and bear with you? Bring your son here.” 
While he was coming, the demon threw him to the ground and convulsed him. But Jesus rebuked the unclean 
spirit and healed the boy, and gave him back to his father. And all were astonished at the majesty of God. 
(Luke 9:37-43a ESV) 

	  
Disciples	  Arguing	  with	  the	  Scribes	  About	  the	  Demon-‐Possessed	  Girl:	  	  

On the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great crowd met him. And when they came 
to the disciples, they saw scribes arguing with them. And immediately all the crowd, when they saw him, were 
greatly amazed and ran up to him and greeted him. And he asked them, “What are you arguing about with 
them?” 

Father	  Pleads	  for	  Jesus	  to	  Heal	  His	  Only	  Son	  
And someone from the crowd answered him, a man came up to him and, kneeling before him, cried out, I beg 
you to look at my son, for he is my only child. “Teacher, I brought my son to you, for he has a spirit that makes 
him mute. “Lord, have mercy on my son, for he is an epileptic and he suffers terribly, and shatters him, and 
will hardly leave him And whenever it seizes him, it throws him down, and he foams and grinds his teeth and 
becomes rigid. For often he falls into the fire, and often into the water. And I brought him to your disciples, 
and they could not heal him.” 

Jesus’	  Response	  to	  the	  Disciples	  Not	  Healing	  the	  Son	  
Jesus answered, “O faithless and twisted generation, how long am I to be with you and bear with you? Bring 
your son here.”  

Jesus	  Casts	  Out	  the	  Demon	  
And they brought the boy to him. And when the spirit saw him, immediately it convulsed the boy, and he fell 
on the ground and rolled about, foaming at the mouth. And Jesus asked his father, “How long has this been 
happening to him?” And he said, “From childhood. And it has often cast him into fire and into water, to 
destroy him. But if you can do anything, have compassion on us and help us.” And Jesus said to him, “‘If you 
can’! All things are possible for one who believes.” Immediately the father of the child cried out and said, “I 
believe; help my unbelief!” And when Jesus saw that a crowd came running together, he rebuked the unclean 
spirit, saying to it, “You mute and deaf spirit, I command you, come out of him and never enter him again.” 
And after crying out and convulsing him terribly, it came out, and the boy was like a corpse, so that most of 
them said, “He is dead.” But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose. and gave him back to 
his father. And all were astonished at the majesty of God 

Disciples	  Ask	  Why	  The	  Could	  Not	  Heal	  the	  Demon-‐Possessed	  Boy	  
And when he had entered the house, his disciples asked him privately, “Why could we not cast it out?” And he 
said to them, “This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer.” He said to them, “Because of your little 
faith. For truly, I say to you, if you have faith like a grain of mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move 
from here to there,’ and it will move, and nothing will be impossible for you.” 
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MOSES	  AND	  THE	  GOLDEN	  CALF: When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the 
people gathered themselves together to Aaron and said to him, “Up, make us gods who shall go before us. As for this 
Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.”  
 
And the LORD said to Moses, “Go down, for your people, whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt, have 
corrupted themselves. They have turned aside quickly out of the way that I commanded them. They have made for 
themselves a golden calf and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who 
brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’” And the LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, and behold, it is a 
stiff-necked people. Now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume 
them, in order that I may make a great nation of you.” 
 
But Moses implored the LORD his God and said, “O LORD, why does your wrath burn hot against your people, 
whom you have brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? Why should the 
Egyptians say, ‘With evil intent did he bring them out, to kill them in the mountains and to consume them from 
the face of the earth’? Turn from your burning anger and relent from this disaster against your people. Remember 
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, to whom you swore by your own self, and said to them, ‘I will multiply your 
offspring as the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your offspring, and they shall inherit 
it forever.’” And the LORD relented from the disaster that he had spoken of bringing on his people. (Exodus 32:1-14 
ESV) 

	  
Hearing	  Test	  2:	  Suffering	  Over	  Miracles	  

	  
But while they were all marveling at everything he was doing, Jesus said to his disciples, “Let these words sink 
into your ears: The Son of Man is about to be delivered into the hands of men.” But they did not understand 
this saying, and it was concealed from them, so that they might not perceive it. And they were afraid to ask 
him about this saying. (Luke 9:43b-45 ESV) 
 
 

HEALING	  OF	  A	  BLIND	  MAN: And they came to Bethsaida. And some people brought to him a blind man and begged 
him to touch him. And he took the blind man by the hand and led him out of the village, and when he had spit on his 
eyes and laid his hands on him, he asked him, “Do you see anything?” And he looked up and said, “I see people, but 
they look like trees, walking.”  
Then Jesus laid his hands on his eyes again; and he opened his eyes, his sight was restored, and he saw everything 
clearly. And he sent him to his home, saying, “Do not even enter the village.” 
 
And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and the chief 
priests and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again. And he said this plainly. And Peter took him aside 
and began to rebuke him. But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For 
you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.” (Mark 8:22-33 ESV) 

 
Hearing	  Test	  3:	  Humility	  Over	  Greatness	  

	  
An argument arose among them as to which of them was the greatest. But Jesus, knowing the reasoning of 
their hearts, took a child and put him by his side and said to them, “Whoever receives this child in my name 
receives me, and whoever receives me receives him who sent me. For he who is least among you all is the one 
who is great.” (Luke 9: 46-48 ESV) 
 

JESUS,	  THE	  CHILD: Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. ,,, 
 
“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with 
us). (Matthew 1:18-25 ESV) 
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They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:“ ‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of 
Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my 
people Israel.’” 
  
This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.”  
 
Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: “A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud 
lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 
  
And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, so that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, that he 
would be called a Nazarene. (Matthew 2 ESV) 

	  
Hearing	  Test	  4:	  Diversity	  Over	  Elitism	  	  	  

	  
John answered, “Master, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, 
because he does not follow with us.” But Jesus said to him, “Do not stop him, for the one who is not against 
you is for you.” (Luke 9:49-50 ESV) 
 

JOSHUA:	  Now two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, and the Spirit rested 
on them. They were among those registered, but they had not gone out to the tent, and so they prophesied in the 
camp. And a young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” And Joshua the son 
of Nun, the assistant of Moses from his youth, said, “My lord Moses, stop them.” But Moses said to him, “Are you 
jealous for my sake? Would that all the LORD's people were prophets, that the LORD would put his Spirit on 
them!” And Moses and the elders of Israel returned to the camp. (Numbers	  11:26-‐30	  ESV) 

	  
Hearing	  Test	  5:	  Patience	  Over	  Revenge	  

	  
When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. And he sent messengers 
ahead of him, who went and entered a village of the Samaritans, to make preparations for him. But the people 
did not receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. And when his disciples James and John saw it, 
they said, “Lord, do you want us to tell fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” But he turned 
and rebuked them. And they went on to another village. (Luke 9:51-56 ESV) 
 

ELIJAH	  AND	  THE	  PROPHETS	  OF	  BAAL: And at the time of the offering of the oblation, Elijah the prophet came near 
and said, “O LORD, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that you are God in Israel, and that I 
am your servant, and that I have done all these things at your word. Answer me, O LORD, answer me, that this people 
may know that you, O LORD, are God, and that you have turned their hearts back.” Then the fire of the LORD fell 
and consumed the burnt offering and the wood and the stones and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the 
trench. And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces and said, “The LORD, he is God; the LORD, he is 
God.” And Elijah said to them, “Seize the prophets of Baal; let not one of them escape.” And they seized them. And 
Elijah brought them down to the brook Kishon and slaughtered them there. (1 Kings 18:36-40 ESV) 

 
ELIJAH	  AND	  THE	  THREE	  SETS	  OF	  FIFTY	  MEN: Then the king sent to him a captain of fifty men with his fifty. He went 
up to Elijah, who was sitting on the top of a hill, and said to him, “O man of God, the king says, ‘Come down.’” But 
Elijah answered the captain of fifty, “If I am a man of God, let fire come down from heaven and consume you and 
your fifty.” Then fire came down from heaven and consumed him and his fifty. Again the king sent to him another 
captain of fifty men with his fifty. And he answered and said to him, “O man of God, this is the king's order, ‘Come 
down quickly!’” But Elijah answered them, “If I am a man of God, let fire come down from heaven and consume you 
and your fifty.” Then the fire of God came down from heaven and consumed him and his fifty. Again the king sent 
the captain of a third fifty with his fifty. And the third captain of fifty went up and came and fell on his knees before 
Elijah and entreated him, “O man of God, please let my life, and the life of these fifty servants of yours, be precious in 
your sight. Behold, fire came down from heaven and consumed the two former captains of fifty men with their 
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fifties, but now let my life be precious in your sight.” Then the angel of the LORD said to Elijah, “Go down with 
him; do not be afraid of him.” So he arose and went down with him to the king and said to him, “Thus says the 
LORD, ‘Because you have sent messengers to inquire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron—is it because there is no God in 
Israel to inquire of his word?—therefore you shall not come down from the bed to which you have gone up, but you 
shall surely die.’” (2 Kings 1:9-16 ESV) 

	  
Hearing	  Test	  6:	  Mundane	  Over	  the	  Spectacular	  

	  
As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” And Jesus said 
to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 
(Luke 9:57-58 ESV) 
 

JESUS	  AND	  THE	  BREAD	  OF	  LIFE: When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when 
did you come here?” Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you are seeking me, not because you saw signs, 
but because you ate your fill of the loaves. Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures to 
eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you. For on him God the Father has set his seal.”  
 
After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him. So Jesus said to the Twelve, “Do you 
want to go away as well?” Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, 
and we have believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of God.” Jesus answered them, “Did I not 
choose you, the Twelve? And yet one of you is a devil.” He spoke of Judas the son of Simon Iscariot, for he, one of the 
Twelve, was going to betray him. (John 6:25-71 ESV) 

 
Hearing	  Test	  7:	  Kingdom	  Over	  Family	  

 
To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” And Jesus said to 
him, “Leave the dead to bury their own dead. But as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” (Luke 
9:59-60 ESV) 
 

JOSEPH	  BURIES	  HIS	  FATHER: Then Joseph fell on his father's face and wept over him and kissed him. And Joseph 
commanded his servants the physicians to embalm his father. So the physicians embalmed Israel. Forty days were 
required for it, for that is how many are required for embalming. And the Egyptians wept for him seventy days. 
And when the days of weeping for him were past, Joseph spoke to the household of Pharaoh, saying, “If now I have 
found favor in your eyes, please speak in the ears of Pharaoh, saying, ‘My father made me swear, saying, “I am about to 
die: in my tomb that I hewed out for myself in the land of Canaan, there shall you bury me.” Now therefore, let me 
please go up and bury my father. Then I will return.’”  
And Pharaoh answered, “Go up, and bury your father, as he made you swear.”  (Genesis 50:1-14 ESV) 

 
Hearing	  Test	  8:	  Future	  Over	  the	  Past	  

 
Yet another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but let me first say farewell to those at my home.” Jesus said to 
him, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” (Luke 9:61-62 
ESV) 
 

THE	  CALL	  OF	  ELISHA: So he departed from there and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was plowing with twelve 
yoke of oxen in front of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by him and cast his cloak upon him. And he 
left the oxen and ran after Elijah and said, “Let me kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow you.”  
And he said to him, “Go back again, for what have I done to you?”  
And he returned from following him and took the yoke of oxen and sacrificed them and boiled their flesh with the 
yokes of the oxen and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he arose and went after Elijah and assisted him. (1 
Kings 19:19-21 ESV) 

 


