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ABSOLUTE TRUTH, NOT RELATIVE TRUTH 
Malachi 2:17-3:6 / January 19, 2019 

 
God’s Problem: Israel Wearies the Lord 
  

You have wearied the LORD with your words.  
 
Israel’s Complaint: We Have Not Wearied the Lord 
  

But you say, “How have we wearied him?”  
 
God’s Reply: Israel Believes Truth is Relative and God is Unjust  
 

1. By saying, “Everyone who does evil is good in the sight of the LORD, and he delights in them.”  
2. Or by asking, “Where is the God of justice?”  

 
God’s Promise: God Will Send A Messenger to Prepare 
 

1. “Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me.   (Isaiah 40:3; 57:14; 62:10) 
2. And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple;    (Luke 2:22-38; 2:41-52) 
3. and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts.  

 
God’s Purpose of the Messenger: Repentance  
 

But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears?   (Isa 3:14; 13:5; 66:15; Mal 4:6)  
1. For he is like a refiner's fire      (Bronze Altar / Gen 15:17; Ex 3:2; 19:18; Isa 10:16; 66:16; Amos 5:6) 
2. and like fullers' soap.        (Water Basin / Jer 2:2; Ex 19:10, 14; Isa 7:3; Psalm 51:2,7 
3. He will sit as a refiner and  
4. purifier of silver, and  
5. he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in 

righteousness to the LORD.      (Romans 12:1-3)  
 
God’s Outcome: God’s Justice and Fairness 
 

Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem  
1. will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years.  
      (Abel: Gen 4:1-4; Noah: Gen 8:20-17; Melchizedek: Gen 14:18-21; Abraham: 15:12-20; Isaac: 22:1-19) 
2. Also, God will be just and bring justice through acceptable sacrifice. God is now just with us because of 

Jesus’ sacrifice.   (Hebrews 9:11-28) 
 
“Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness 1- 
1. against the sorcerers,                     (Ex 22:18) 
2. against the adulterers,                    (Ex 20:14) 
3. against those who swear falsely,                 (Ex 20:16) 
4. against those who oppress the hired worker in his wages,            (Deut 24:14) 
5. the widow and                      (Jer 7:6) 
6. the fatherless,                      (James 1:26-27) 
7. against those who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me, says the LORD of hosts.  (Jer 7:6) 

 
“For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. 
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Samuel and John the Baptist:  
The First and Last Prophets of the Kingdom of Israel Leading Up To The Kingdom of Heaven 

 
THEIR NAMES 
 

SAMUEL:  “I have asked for him from the Lord” 
JOHN:   “The Lord graciously gave”  

 
THEIR BIRTHS 
 

SAMUEL: the LORD had closed her womb. (1 Samuel 1:3-6) 
JOHN:  Elizabeth was barren, and both were advanced in years.  (Luke 1:5-7) 

 
PARENT’S ANSWERED PRAYERS 

 
SAMUEL: Then Eli answered, “Go in peace, and the God of Israel grant your petition that you have made to him.” (1 Sam 
                       1:12-18) 
JOHN:   But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth 
   will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. (Luke 1:8-23) 

 
PARENT’S JOY IN BIRTH 

 
SAMUEL:  Then the woman went her way and ate, and her face was no longer sad.  (1 Samuel 1:12-18) 
JOHN:  And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great before the Lord. (Luke 
   1:8-23)  

 
THEIR DEDICATIONS TO THE LORD 

 
SAMUEL:  And when she had weaned him, she took him up with her, along with a three-year-old bull, an ephah of flour, and  
   a skin of wine, and she brought him to the house of the LORD at Shiloh. (1 Samuel 1:24-28) 
JOHN:     And on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child…. “No; he shall be called John.” (Luke 1:57-66) 
 
SAMUEL: Therefore I have lent him to the LORD. (1 Samuel 1:24-28) 
JOHN:  “What then will this child be?” For the hand of the Lord was with him.  (Luke 1:57-66) 

 
PARENTS’ PRAYERS OF PRAISE 

 
SAMUEL:     And Hannah prayed and said, (1 Samuel 2:1-10) 
JOHN:     And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying, Luke 1:67-79) 

 
HORN OF SALVATION 

 
SAMUEL: “My heart exults in the LORD; my horn is exalted in the LORD. (1 Samuel 2:1-10) 
JOHN:  Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his people and has raised up a horn of salvation 
   for us in the house of his servant David, Luke 1:67-79) 

 
SAVED FROM ENEMIES 

 
SAMUEL:  My mouth derides my enemies, because I rejoice in your salvation. (1 Samuel 2:1-10) 
JOHN:  we should be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us;  Luke 1:67-79) 

 
KNOWLEDGE OF GOD 

 
SAMUEL: for the LORD is a God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed. (1 Samuel 2:1-10) 
JOHN:  for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, to give knowledge of salvation to his people in the forgiveness 
   of their sins, Luke 1:67-79) 
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LIGHT OUT OF DARKNESS 

 
SAMUEL: “He will guard the feet of his faithful ones, but the wicked shall be cut off in darkness, for not by might shall a man 

   prevail. (1 Samuel 2:1-10) 
JOHN:  the sunrise shall visit us from on high to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide 
  our feet into the way of peace. (Luke 1:67-79) 

 
THEIR GROWTH 

 
SAMUEL:     Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor with the LORD and also with man.  (1 Sam   
   2:26) 
JOHN:      And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day of his public appearance 
        to Israel. (Luke 1:80)   

 
ABSENCE OF GOD’S WORD  

 
SAMUEL: the word of the LORD was rare in those days; there was no frequent vision.  (1 Samuel 3:1) 
JOHN:  he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, (Luke 1:16-17) (Micah 4) 

 
THEIR MESSAGES OF JUDGMENT AND REPENTANCE  

 
SAMUEL: Then the LORD said to Samuel, “Behold, I am about to do a thing in Israel at which the two ears of everyone who  
   hears it will tingle. On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to  
   end. And I declare to him that I am about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his  
   sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. (1 Samuel 3:10-18) 
JOHN:  And he went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 
   As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet,  “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare  
   the  way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore  
   that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”   (Luke 3:1-17) 

 
THEIR PREPARATION FOR THE PRESENCE OF GOD 

 
SAMUEL: And Samuel said to all the house of Israel, “If you are returning to the LORD with all your heart, then put away the  
  foreign gods and the Ashtaroth from among you and direct your heart to the LORD and serve him only, and he will 
   deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines.” So the people of Israel put away the Baals and the Ashtaroth,  
  they served the LORD only. (1 Samuel 7:1-11) 
JOHN:  Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the heavens 
   Were opened, and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form, like a dove; and a voice came from heaven,  
  “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”  (Luke 3:20-22) 

 
THE LAMB OF GOD 

 
SAMUEL:  So Samuel took a nursing lamb and offered it as a whole burnt offering to the LORD. (1 Samuel 7:1-11) 
JOHN:  The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
   world!  (John 1:29-34) 

 
 

 


