
Arrogant Self-Worship: Fearful Worship 
Malachi 3:13-4:6 / February 2, 2019 

 
Sovereign Love (1:1-5)  
Holy Living (1:6-14) 
Truthful Instruction (2:1-9)  

Faithful Relationships (2:10-16)  
Humble Repentance (2:17-3:6)  
Gracious Generosity (3:7-12)  

Fearful Worship (3:13-4:6)  

 
Lord’s Truth: 
 “Your words have been hard against me, says the LORD.  
 
Israel’s Complaint: 
 But you say, ‘How have we spoken against you?’  
 
Lord’s Judgment: 

You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God.  
1. What is the profit of our keeping his charge or of walking as in mourning before the LORD of hosts?  
2. And now we call the arrogant blessed.   
3. Evildoers not only prosper but they put God to the test and they escape.’”  

 
Israel’s Repentance: 
 Then those who feared the LORD spoke with one another.  
 
Lord’s Mercy: 

The LORD paid attention and heard them, and a book of remembrance was written before him of those who 
feared the LORD and esteemed his name.  

1. “They shall be mine, says the LORD of hosts, in the day when I make up my treasured possession, and  
2. I will spare them as a man spares his son who serves him.  
3. Then once more you shall see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between one who 

serves God and one who does not serve him. 
 
Lord’s Promise: 

1. “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble.  
2. The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the LORD of hosts,  
3. so that it will leave them neither root nor branch.  

 
1. But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings.  
2. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall.  
3. And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when I 

act, says the LORD of hosts. 
 
Lord’s Charge: 

1. “Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and rules that I commanded him at Horeb for all 
Israel. 

2. “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes.  
 

3. And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come 
and strike the land with a decree of utter destruction.” 

 



The Fulfillment of Malachi in the Coming of Jesus 
 
Zechariah and the Birth of John the Baptist: 

Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was on 
duty, according to the custom of the priesthood, he was chosen by lot to 
enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense. And the whole multitude 
of the people were praying outside at the hour of incense. And there 
appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the 
altar of incense. And Zechariah was troubled when he saw him, and fear 
fell upon him. But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for 
your prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, 
and you shall call his name John. And you will have joy and gladness, and 
many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great before the Lord. And he 
must not drink wine or strong drink, and he will be filled with the Holy 
Spirit, even from his mother's womb. And he will turn many of the 
children of Israel to the Lord their God, and he will go before him in the 
spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the 
children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready 
for the Lord a people prepared.” (Luke 1:8-17 ESV) 

 
John the Baptist Points to Jesus 

As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their 
hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Christ, John answered 
them all, saying, “I baptize you with water, but he who is mightier than I 
is coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his 
hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, 
but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” (Luke 3:15-17) 

 
Jesus Explains The Identity of John the Baptist 

Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent 
word by his disciples and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, 
or shall we look for another?” And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell 
John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight and the lame 
walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, 
and the poor have good news preached to them. And blessed is the one 
who is not offended by me.” 

 
As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: 
“What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the 
wind? What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? 
Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings' houses. What then did 
you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 
This is he of whom it is written, 
 
“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your 
way before you.’ 
 
Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one 
greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of 
heaven is greater than he. From the days of John the Baptist until now 
the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by 
force. For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, and if 
you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. He who has ears 
to hear, let him hear. 
 
“But to what shall I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in 
the marketplaces and calling to their playmates, “‘We played the flute 
for you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.’ 
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a 
demon.’ The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look at 
him! A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet 
wisdom is justified by her deeds.” (Matthew 11:2-19 ESV) 

 
Jesus’ Identify 

And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. 
And on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 
And they told him, “John the Baptist; and others say, Elijah; and others, 
one of the prophets.” And he asked them, “But who do you say that I 
am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Christ.” And he strictly charged 
them to tell no one about him. (Mark 8:27-30 ESV) 

Jesus, Moses, and Elijah:  
Now about eight days after these sayings he took with him Peter and 
John and James and went up on the mountain to pray. And as he was 
praying, the appearance of his face was altered, and his clothing became 
dazzling white. And behold, two men were talking with him, Moses and 
Elijah, who appeared in glory and spoke of his departure, which he was 
about to accomplish at Jerusalem. Now Peter and those who were with 
him were heavy with sleep, but when they became fully awake they saw 
his glory and the two men who stood with him. And as the men were 
parting from him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good that we are 
here. Let us make three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one 
for Elijah”—not knowing what he said. As he was saying these things, a 
cloud came and overshadowed them, and they were afraid as they 
entered the cloud. And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is my 
Son, my Chosen One; listen to him!” And when the voice had spoken, 
Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and told no one in those 
days anything of what they had seen. (Luke 9:28-36 ESV) 

 
Jesus and Elijah and the Cross:  

Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the 
ninth hour. And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, 
saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?” And some of the bystanders, hearing it, said, “This 
man is calling Elijah.” And one of them at once ran and took a sponge, 
filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink. 
But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save 
him.” And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his 
spirit. (Matthew 27:45-50 ESV) 

 
Moses and Elijah in Revelation: 

These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before 
the Lord of the earth. And if anyone would harm them, fire pours from 
their mouth and consumes their foes. If anyone would harm them, this is 
how he is doomed to be killed. They have the power to shut the sky, that 
no rain may fall during the days of their prophesying, and they have 
power over the waters to turn them into blood and to strike the earth 
with every kind of plague, as often as they desire. And when they have 
finished their testimony, the beast that rises from the bottomless pit will 
make war on them and conquer them and kill them, and their dead 
bodies will lie in the street of the great city that symbolically is called 
Sodom and Egypt, where their Lord was crucified. For three and a half 
days some from the peoples and tribes and languages and nations will 
gaze at their dead bodies and refuse to let them be placed in a tomb, and 
those who dwell on the earth will rejoice over them and make merry and 
exchange presents, because these two prophets had been a torment to 
those who dwell on the earth. But after the three and a half days a 
breath of life from God entered them, and they stood up on their feet, 
and great fear fell on those who saw them. Then they heard a loud voice 
from heaven saying to them, “Come up here!” And they went up to 
heaven in a cloud, and their enemies watched them. And at that hour 
there was a great earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell. Seven 
thousand people were killed in the earthquake, and the rest were 
terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven. (Revelation 11:4-13 ESV) 


