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The Birth of Jesus Christ: The Fulfillment of God’s Covenant  
Matthew 1:18-2:23 / January 4, 2020 

 
 
SCENE I: NEWS OF MARY’S PREGNANCY  (1:18-25 ESV)      ISAIAH 7:14 

 
Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, 
before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being 
a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered these things, 
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying,  
 

GOD SPEAKS 1: 
“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from 
the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from 
their sins.”  

 
GOD SPEAKS 2: 

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:  “Behold, the virgin shall conceive 
and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us).  

 
When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her 
not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.   
 

Jesus’ Fulfillment of the Old Testament Scriptures 
 

1. Jesus’ virgin birth All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call 
his name Immanuel” (Matthew 1:22-23) 

2. Jesus’ departure to  Egypt This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” (2:15) 
3. Herod’s murder of the 

children 
Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: “A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping 
for her children; she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” (2:17-18) 

4. Jesus’ return to Nazareth  And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, so that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, that he would be called a 
Nazarene. (2:23) 

5. Jesus’ move to land of the 
Gentiles 

And leaving Nazareth he went and lived in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali,  so that what was spoken by the 
prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: “The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the 
Gentiles—the people dwelling in darkness have seen a great light, and for those dwelling in the region and shadow of death, on them a light 
has dawned.” (4:14-16) 

6. Jesus’ healings and 
casting out demons 

That evening they brought to him many who were oppressed by demons, and he cast out the spirits with a word and healed all who were sick. 
This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah: “He took our illnesses and bore our diseases.” (8:16-17) 

7. Jesus’ ministry to the 
Gentiles 

Jesus, aware of this, withdrew from there. And many followed him, and he healed them all  and ordered them not to make him known. This 
was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah: “Behold, my servant whom I have chosen, my beloved with whom my soul is well 
pleased. I will put my Spirit upon him, and he will proclaim justice to the Gentiles. He will not quarrel or cry aloud, nor will anyone hear his 
voice in the streets; a bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not quench, until he brings justice to victory; and in his 
name the Gentiles will hope.” (12:15-21) 

8. Jesus’ teaching of 
parables 

All these things Jesus said to the crowds in parables; indeed, he said nothing to them without a parable. This was to fulfill what was spoken 
by the prophet: “I will open my mouth in parables; I will utter what has been hidden since the foundation of the world.” (13:34-35) 

9. Jesus’ entrance into 
Jerusalem on a donkey 

This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying, “Say to the daughter of Zion,‘Behold, your king is coming to you, humble, 
and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’” (21:4-5) 

10. Jesus’ betrayer, Judas, 
and his burial ground 

Therefore that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day. Then was fulfilled what had been spoken by the prophet Jeremiah, saying, 
“And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of him on whom a price had been set by some of the sons of Israel, and they gave them for 
the potter's field, as the Lord directed me.” (27:8-10) 

 
SCENE II: VISIT OF THE MAGI  (2:1-12 ESV)    MICAH 5:2 

 
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east 
came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose 
and have come to worship him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 
and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be 
born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:   
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GOD SPEAKS 3: 
 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for 
from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’”  

 
Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. And 
he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring 
me word, that I too may come and worship him.”  
 
After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went 
before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced 
exceedingly with great joy. And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell 
down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and 
myrrh.  
 

GOD SPEAKS 4: 
And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.  
  

BOOK OF MICAH 

 

A) Coming defeat and destruction              1:1-16 

B) Corruption of the people              2:1-13 

 C) Corruption of the leaders             3:1-12 

  D) Glorious future restoration under God’s own strong and righteous rule 4:1-5:15 

 C1) Corruption of leaders             6:1-16 

B1) Corruption of the people              7:1-7 

  A1) Future reversal of defeat and destruction           7:8-20 

 
 
SCENE III: FLIGHT TO EGYPT  (2:13-15 ESV)    HOSEA 11:1 

 
Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said,  
 

GOD SPEAKS 5: 
 “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is 
about to search for the child, to destroy him.”  

 
And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt and remained there until the 
death of Herod.  
 

GOD SPEAKS 6: 
This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.”   

 
Book of Hosea 

 
A) Israel is God’s wayward wife, but he will cause her to return home                     1:1-3:5 

B) Condemnation of Israel’s spiritual prostitution and idolatry       4:1-5:7 

  C) Condemnation for political faithlessness and corruption and empty sacrifices   5:8-6:11a 

   D) Israel has not returned to God though he has called her to return     6:11b-7:16 

  C1) Condemnation for political faithlessness and corruption and empty sacrifices  8:1-9:7b 

 B1) Condemnation of Israel’s spiritual prostitution and idolatry        9:7c-10:15 

A1) Israel is God’s wayward son, and God invites him to return        11:1-14:9 
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SCENE IV: MURDER OF THE INFANTS BY KING HEROD   (2:16-18 ESV)    JEREMIAH 31:5 

 
Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he sent and killed all 
the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old or under, according to the time 
that he had ascertained from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah:   
 

GOD SPEAKS 7: 
 “A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she 
refused to be comforted, because they are no more.”  
 

Book of Jeremiah 

 

A Oracles against Judah: Coming Invasion and Disaster from the North     (1-12) 

B  Judah’s Exile and Suffering Predicted           (13-20) 

C   Dated Message of Judgment about Specific Kings and Groups    (21-29) 

D    Messages of Hope             (30-33) 

C1   Dated Message of Judgment about Specific Kings and Groups    (34-35) 

B1  Judah’s Fall and Exile               (36-45) 

A1 Oracles against the Nations: Coming Invasion and Disaster from the North   (46-51) 

Conclusion: Fall of Jerusalem               (52) 

 
 
SCENE V: RETURN TO NAZARETH  (2:19-23 ESV)     UNNAMED PROPHET 

 
But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying,  
 

GOD SPEAKS 8: 
 “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the child's life 
are dead.”  

 
And he rose and took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel.  
 

GOD SPEAKS 9: 
But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go 
there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee.  

 
GOD SPEAKS 10: 

And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, so that what was spoken by the prophets might be 
fulfilled, that he would be called a Nazarene.  (Matthew 2 ESV) 

 
God Speaks Ten Times: Parallels in Creation and the Law 

 
Creation Law 

1. And God said, “Let there be light,” (1:3) 
2. And God said, “Let there be an expanse in themidst of the waters, and let it 

separate the waters from the waters.” (1:7) 
3. And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one 

place, and let the dry land appear.” (1:9) 
4. And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit 

trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind, on the 
earth.” (1:11) 

5. And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the 
day from the night. And let them be for signs and for seasons, and for days and 
years, and let them be lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the 
earth.” (1:14-15) 

6. And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and let 
birds fly above the earth across the expanse of the heavens.” (1:20) 

And God spoke all these words, saying, “I am the LORD your God, who brought 
you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 
1. “You shall have no other gods before me. 
2.  “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything 

that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water 
under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the 
LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the 
children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, but 
showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my 
commandments. 

3. “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD 
will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain. 

4. “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor, and 
do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. 
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7. And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their 
kinds—livestock and creeping things and beasts of the earth according to their 
kinds.” (1:24) 

8. Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over 
the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on 
the earth.” (1:26) 

9. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, 
and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and 
over every living thing that moves on the earth.” (1:28) 

10. And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the 
face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in tis fruit. You shall have them for 
food. And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to 
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have 
given every green plant for food.” (1:29-30) 

 

On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your 
male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who 
is within your gates. For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the 
sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the 
LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. 

5. “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land 
that the LORD your God is giving you. 

6. “You shall not murder. 
7. “You shall not commit adultery. 
8. “You shall not steal. 
9. “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
10. “You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your 

neighbor's wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his 
donkey, or anything that is your neighbor's.” 

 
The Five Birth Events of Jesus: A Parallel to the Five Historical Events of the Nation of Israel 

 

FIVE HISTORICAL BIRTH EVENTS OF JESUS FIVE HISTORICAL EVENTS OF THE NATION OF ISRAEL 
Isaiah 7:14 Jesus is born of a virgin Birth of the Nation of Israel  Genesis 

Micah 5:2 Jesus is born in the city of David as King and Shepherd  Establishment of the Kingdom 
of Israel  

I &2  Samuel; 1 &2 Kings; Isaiah; Hosea; Joel; Amos; 
Obadiah; Jonah Micah; Nahum; Habakkuk; Zephaniah; 
Psalms; Proverbs; Ecclesiastes; Song of Solomon 

Hosea 11:1 Jesus flees and returns from Egypt Exodus of Israel from Egypt  Exodus; Leviticus; Numbers; Deuteronomy; Joshua; Judges; 
Ruth 

Jeremiah 
31:15 

Herod murders the infants Captivity of Israel in Babylon Jeremiah; Lamentations; Ezekiel; Daniel; Job 

Unnamed 
Prophet 
(Isaiah 49:7) 

Jesus returns to his home in Nazareth Restoration of Israel from 
Captivity 

I &2 Chronicles; Ezra; Nehemiah; Esther; Haggai; Zechariah; 
Malachi 

 

 


