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Rejection of the Kingdom--Acceptance of the Suffering Servant 
Matthew 12:1-21 / April 18, 2020 

 
Rejection of the Kingdom: 11:2-12:50 

Cycle One 
#1 Rejection by the crowds of John the Baptist and Jesus     11:2-19 
#2 Rejection by the Galilean towns of Jesus        11:20-24 
#1 Offer of Jesus’ rest from the Father         11:25-30 

 
Cycle Two 

#3 Rejection by the Pharisees of Jesus eating on the Sabbath    12:1-8 
#4 Rejection by the Pharisees of Jesus healing on the Sabbath   12:9-14 
#2 Offer of Jesus’ hope to the Gentiles         12:15-21 

 
Cycle Three 

#5 Rejection by the Pharisees of Jesus casting out demons    12:22-37 
#6 Rejection by the Pharisees of Jesus’ miracles       12:38-45 
#3 Offer of Jesus’ family relationships for obedience to the Father   12:46-50   

 
 
OPPOSITION #3: REJECTION BY THE PHARISEES OF JESUS EATING ON THE SABBATH (12:1-8) 
 
Pharisee’s Objections to the Sabbath  

At that time Jesus went through the grainfields on the Sabbath. His disciples were hungry, and they began to 
pluck heads of grain and to eat.  
But when the Pharisees saw it, they said to him, “Look, your disciples are doing what is not lawful to do on 
the Sabbath.”  

 
Mishnah: Jewish Prohibitions to Work on the Sabbath 

The primary labors are forty less one:  
1. sowing,  
2. plowing,  
3. reaping,  
4. binding sheaves,  
5. threshing,  
6. winnowing,  
7. selecting,  
8. grinding,  
9. sifting,  
10. kneading,  
11. baking,  
12. shearing wool,  
13. bleaching,  
14. hackling,  

15. dyeing,  
16. spinning,  
17. weaving,  
18. the making of 

two loops,  
19. weaving two 

threads,  
20. dividing two 

threads,  
21. tying and  
22. untying,  
23. sewing two 

stitches,  

24. tearing in order 
to sew two 
stitches,  

25. capturing a deer,  
26. slaughtering, or  
27. flaying, or  
28. salting it,  
29. curing its hide,  
30. scraping it [of its 

hair],  
31. cutting it up,  
32. writing two 

letters,  

33. erasing in order 
to write two 
letters [over the 
erasure],  

34. building,  
35. tearing down,  
36. extinguishing,  
37. kindling,  
38. striking with a 

hammer, [and]  
39. carrying out from 

one domain to 
another,  

 
These are the forty primary labors less one. (Mishnah Shabbat 7) 

 
Jesus Explains the Sabbath: The Holy Bread and David 

He said to them,  
• “Have you not read what David did when he was hungry, and those who were with him:  
• how he entered the house of God and ate the bread of the Presence,  
• which it was not lawful for him to eat nor for those who were with him, but only for the priests?   
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David Flees From Saul 

Then David came to Nob, to Ahimelech the priest. And Ahimelech came to meet David, trembling, and said to him, “Why are 
you alone, and no one with you?” And David said to Ahimelech the priest, “The king has charged me with a matter and said to 
me, ‘Let no one know anything of the matter about which I send you, and with which I have charged you.’ I have made an 
appointment with the young men for such and such a place. Now then, what do you have on hand? Give me five loaves of 
bread, or whatever is here.” And the priest answered David, “I have no common bread on hand, but there is holy bread—if 
the young men have kept themselves from women.” And David answered the priest, “Truly women have been kept from us as 
always when I go on an expedition. The vessels of the young men are holy even when it is an ordinary journey. How much 
more today will their vessels be holy?” So the priest gave him the holy bread, for there was no bread there but the bread of 
the Presence, which is removed from before the LORD, to be replaced by hot bread on the day it is taken away. (I Samuel 
21:1-6) 

 
Jesus Explains the Sabbath: The Temple 

Or have you not read in the Law how on the Sabbath the priests in the temple profane the Sabbath and are 
guiltless?   

 
Priests Work on the Sabbath 

“On the Sabbath day, two male lambs a year old without blemish, and two tenths of an ephah of fine flour for a grain offering, 
mixed with oil, and its drink offering:  this is the burnt offering of every Sabbath, besides the regular burnt offering and its 
drink offering. (Numbers 28:9-10) 

 
I tell you, something greater than the temple is here.  

 
Jesus: The Greater Temple 

So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these things?” Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and 
in three days I will raise it up.” The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will you raise it up in 
three days?” But he was speaking about the temple of his body. When therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples 
remembered that he had said this, and they believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. (John 2:18-22) 
 

And if you had known what this means, ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice,’ you would not have condemned the 
guiltless.  

 
Hosea 

• “Come, let us return to the LORD; / for he has torn us, that he may heal us; / he has struck us down, and he will bind us 
up. 

• After two days he will revive us; / on the third day he will raise us up, / that we may live before him. 
• Let us know; let us press on to know the LORD; / his going out is sure as the dawn; 
• he will come to us as the showers, / as the spring rains that water the earth.” 
• What shall I do with you, O Ephraim? / What shall I do with you, O Judah? 
• Your love is like a morning cloud, / like the dew that goes early away. 
• Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets; / I have slain them by the words of my mouth, / and my judgment goes 

forth as the light. 
• For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, / the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings. 
• But like Adam they transgressed the covenant; / there they dealt faithlessly with me. 
• Gilead is a city of evildoers, / tracked with blood. 
• As robbers lie in wait for a man, / so the priests band together; 
• they murder on the way to Shechem; / they commit villainy. 
• In the house of Israel I have seen a horrible thing; / Ephraim's whoredom is there; Israel is defiled. 
• For you also, O Judah, a harvest is appointed.  (Hosea  6:6) 

 
For the Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath.” 
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The Lord of Sabbath 
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. And on the seventh day God finished his work that he 
had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and made it 
holy, because on it God rested from all his work that he had done in creation.  (Genesis 2:1-3) 
 
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, 
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for 
him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. For in him all the fullness of God was 
pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the 
blood of his cross. (Colossians 1:15-20) 

 
OPPOSITION #4: REJECTION BY THE PHARISEES OF JESUS HEALING ON THE SABBATH    (12:9-14) 
 
He went on from there and entered their synagogue. And a man was there with a withered hand.  
 

Healing in the Synagogue 
And they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath he entered the synagogue and was teaching.  
And they were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one who had authority, and not as the scribes.  
And immediately there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit. And he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus 
of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God.”  
But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying out with a loud 
voice, came out of him. And they were all amazed, so that they questioned among themselves, saying, “What is this? A new 
teaching with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” And at once his fame spread everywhere 
throughout all the surrounding region of Galilee. (Mark 1:21-28) 

 
And they asked him, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?”—so that they might accuse him.  
 

And God spoke to Noah, saying: “Go forth from the ark” (Gen. 8:15). May our master instruct us whether one is permitted to 
place saliva upon an ailing eye on the Sabbath. R. Hiyya the son of Abba stated in the name of R. Levi: It is forbidden to place 
saliva on an ailing eye on the Sabbath, for that would be equivalent to healing on the Sabbath.14Cf. Shabbat 10b, Buber Tanhuma, 
Noah 13. Come and see that there is no ailment in all the world for which there is no cure. What is the cure for an act resulting 
from the evil inclination? Repentance. 
 
And when Abram was ninety years old and nine (Gen. 17:1). May it please our master to teach us whether a man is permitted to 
heal a wound on the Sabbath? Thus did our masters teach us: Whenever life is endangered, the Sabbath is superseded. For 
example, circumcision and its healing supersede the Sabbath.23 

 
He said to them,  
• “Which one of you who has a sheep, if it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will not take hold of it and lift it out?  
• Of how much more value is a man than a sheep!  
• So it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath.”  
 

The Laws of the Sheep 
“You shall not see your brother's ox or his sheep going astray and ignore them. You shall take them back to your brother. And if he 
does not live near you and you do not know who he is, you shall bring it home to your house, and it shall stay with you until your 
brother seeks it. Then you shall restore it to him. (Deut 22:1-2) 
“If a man steals an ox or a sheep, and kills it or sells it, he shall repay five oxen for an ox, and four sheep for a sheep. (Exodus 22:1) 

 
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
He makes me lie down in green pastures. / He leads me beside still waters. / He restores my soul. 
He leads me in paths of righteousness / for his name's sake.  
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, / I will fear no evil, 
for you are with me; / your rod and your staff, / they comfort me. (Psalm 23:1-4) 

file://Genesis.8.15
file://Shabbat.10b
file://Genesis.17.1
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• Then he said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.”  
• And the man stretched it out, and it was restored, healthy like the other.  
• But the Pharisees went out and conspired against him, how to destroy him. 
 

Opposition to Jesus Healing on the Sabbath 
Now he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. And behold, there was a woman who had had a disabling 
spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could not fully straighten herself. When Jesus saw her, he called her over and 
said to her, “Woman, you are freed from your disability.” And he laid his hands on her, and immediately she was made 
straight, and she glorified God.  
But the ruler of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, said to the people, “There are six days in 
which work ought to be done. Come on those days and be healed, and not on the Sabbath day.”  
Then the Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! Does not each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the 
manger and lead it away to water it?  
And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the 
Sabbath day?”  
As he said these things, all his adversaries were put to shame, and all the people rejoiced at all the glorious things that were 
done by him. (Luke 13:10-17) 

 
Opposition to Jesus 

Jesus healing of Roman centurion’s servant: When Jesus heard this, he marveled and said to those who followed him, “Truly, 
I tell you, with no one in Israel have I found such faith. I tell you, many will come from east and west and recline at table with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, while the sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness. In 
that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”  8:10-12 
Jesus forgiving and healing of the paralytic: And behold, some of the scribes said to themselves, “This man is blaspheming.”  
But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, “Why do you think evil in your hearts?  For which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are 
forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk’? But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he 
then said to the paralytic—“Rise, pick up your bed and go home.” And he rose and went home. 9:3-4 
Jesus eating with sinners: And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax 
collectors and sinners?” But when he heard it, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are 
sick. Go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” 9:11-
13 
Jesus casts out demons: But the Pharisees said, “He casts out demons by the prince of demons.” (9:34) 
Jesus sends out the apostles: “Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents and 
innocent as doves. Beware of men, for they will deliver you over to courts and flog you in their synagogues, (10:16-17) 
Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to 
death, and you will be hated by all for my name's sake. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. (10:21-22) 
“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. (10:34) 
John the Baptist: From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent 
take it by force. (11:12) 
Cities of Galilee: Then he began to denounce the cities where most of his mighty works had been done, because they did not 
repent. (11:20) 
Jesus not washing their hands: Then Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus from Jerusalem and said, 2 “Why do your disciples 
break the tradition of the elders? For they do not wash their hands when they eat.” (15:1-2) 
Jesus’ authority challenged: And when he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came up to him 
as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” (21:23) 
Jesus’ teaching attacked: Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle him in his words. (22:15-16) 
Jesus’ celebration of the Passover: Then the chief priests and the elders of the people gathered in the palace of the high 
priest, whose name was Caiaphas, and plotted together in order to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him. (26:3-4) 
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SALVATION #2: OFFER OF HOPE OF JESUS THE SUFFERING SERVANT TO THE GENTILES (12:15-21) 
 
Jesus, aware of this, withdrew from there.  

• And many followed him, and  
• he healed them all and  
• ordered them not to make him known.  

 
This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah: 
 
Chosen as God’s Holy Servant:  “Behold, my servant whom I have chosen, / my beloved with whom my soul is well  

pleased. 
Empowered by God for Gentiles: I will put my Spirit upon him, / and he will proclaim justice to the Gentiles. 
Brings Long Suffering:    He will not quarrel or cry aloud, / nor will anyone hear his voice in the streets; 
Pours Out Compassion:    a bruised reed he will not break, / and a smoldering wick he will not quench, 
Brings Justice to the Nations:   until he brings justice to victory; / and in his name the Gentiles will hope.” (Is 42:1-9) 

 
Isaiah: Hope to the Gentiles 

Behold my servant, whom I uphold, / my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
I have put my Spirit upon him; / he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, / or make it heard in the street; 
a bruised reed he will not break, / and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; / he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
He will not grow faint or be discouraged / till he has established justice in the earth; / and the coastlands wait for his law. 
Thus says God, the LORD, / who created the heavens and stretched them out, / who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
who gives breath to the people on it / and spirit to those who walk in it: 
“I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; / I will take you by the hand and keep you; 
I will give you as a covenant for the people, / a light for the nations, /  to open the eyes that are blind, 
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, / from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
I am the LORD; that is my name; / my glory I give to no other, / nor my praise to carved idols.  
Behold, the former things have come to pass, / and new things I now declare; 
before they spring forth / I tell you of them.”  (Isaiah 42:1-9) 

 
Jews Rejection of Jesus; Gentiles Acceptance of Jesus  

When they had appointed a day for him, they came to him at his lodging in greater numbers. From morning till evening he 
expounded to them, testifying to the kingdom of God and trying to convince them about Jesus both from the Law of Moses and 
from the Prophets.  
And some were convinced by what he said, but others disbelieved. And disagreeing among themselves, they departed after Paul 
had made one statement: “The Holy Spirit was right in saying to your fathers through Isaiah the prophet: 
“‘Go to this people, and say, 
“You will indeed hear but never understand, / and you will indeed see but never perceive.” 
 For this people's heart has grown dull, / and with their ears they can barely hear, / and their eyes they have closed; 
lest they should see with their eyes / and hear with their ears 
and understand with their heart / and turn, and I would heal them.’ 
Therefore let it be known to you that this salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles; they will listen.” (Acts 28:23-28) 

 
Gentiles’ Salvation Through the Jews 

So I ask, did they stumble in order that they might fall? By no means! Rather, through their trespass salvation has come to the 
Gentiles, so as to make Israel jealous. Now if their trespass means riches for the world, and if their failure means riches for the 
Gentiles, how much more will their full inclusion mean! 
Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry in order somehow to 
make my fellow Jews jealous, and thus save some of them.  For if their rejection means the reconciliation of the world, what will 
their acceptance mean but life from the dead? If the dough offered as firstfruits is holy, so is the whole lump, and if the root is 
holy, so are the branches. (Romans 11:11-16) 
 


