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Parables of the Kingdom: Christians Co-exist with Non-Christians  
Matthew 13:24-43 / May 9 

 
Cycle One  (13:1-23) 

• Presentation of the Parable of the Soils (#1)          (13:1-9) 
• Purpose of the Parables               (13:10-16) 
• Explanation of the Parable (Soil)             (13:18-23) 

 
Cycle Two (13:24-43) 

• Presentation of the Parable of Weeds (#2), Mustard Seed (#3), Leaven (#4)  (13:24-33) 
• Purpose of the Parables              (13:34-35) 
• Explanation of the Parable (Weeds)            (13:36-43) 

 
Cycle Three (13:44-52) 

• Presentation of the Parable of Treasure (#5), Pearl (#6), Net (#7)     (13:44-48) 
• Explanation of the Parable (Net)             (13:49-50) 
• Purpose of the Parables               (13:51-52) 

 
Cycle Two (13:24-43) 

 
A)  PRESENTATION OF THE PARABLES   (13:24-33) 
 

1. The Parable of the Weeds   (13:24-30) 
He put another parable before them, saying,  
 
Sowing of Seeds and Weeds:  “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his 
field, but while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away. So 
when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared also. (v. 24-26) 
 
Origin of the Weeds: And the servants of the master of the house came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not 
sow good seed in your field? How then does it have weeds?’  
He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’  
 
Life of the Weeds: So the servants said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’  
But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with them. Let both grow together 
until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, (v. 27-30a) 
 
Final Harvest: “Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but  
gather the wheat into my barn.”’” (v. 30b) 
 

And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, has sent 
his angel to show his servants what must soon take place.” 
“And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.” 
I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard and saw them, I fell down to worship at the feet of 
the angel who showed them to me, but he said to me, “You must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your 
brothers the prophets, and with those who keep the words of this book. Worship God.” 
And he said to me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is near. Let the evildoer still do 
evil, and the filthy still be filthy, and the righteous still do right, and the holy still be holy.” (Revelation 22:6-11) 
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2. The Parable of the Mustard Seed   (13:31-32) 
He put another parable before them, saying,  
“The kingdom of heaven is like a grain of mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his field.  
It is the smallest of all seeds, but when it has grown it is larger than all the garden plants and becomes a tree, 
so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 

 
3. The Parable of the Leaven   (13:33) 

He told them another parable.  
“The kingdom of heaven is like leaven that a woman took and hid in three measures of flour, till it was all 
leavened.” 
 

The Parables of the Mustard Seed and Leaven: Birth of the Church in Israel 
 
1 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, 

before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. (Matthew 1:18) 
12  And he called to him his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to 

heal every disease and every affliction. (Matthew 10:1) 
72  After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them on ahead of him, two by two, into every town 

and place where he himself was about to go. (Luke 10:1) 
120 In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in all about 120) (Acts 1:12-15) 
3,000 So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls. 

(Acts 2:41) 
5,000  But many of those who had heard the word believed, and the number of the men came to about five thousand. 

(Acts 4:4) 
 

The Parables of the Mustard Seed and Leaven: Birth of the Church in Europe 
 
And they went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in 
Asia. And when they had come up to Mysia, they attempted to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them. 
So, passing by Mysia, they went down to Troas. And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was 
standing there, urging him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” And when Paul had seen the vision, 
immediately we sought to go on into Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them. (Acts 
16:6-10) 
 

TRAIT LYDIA SLAVE GIRL ROMAN SOLDIER 
Gender Female Female Male 
Status Single with Children Single with. No family Married with children 
Age Older Young Old 
Social/Economic Wealthy Poor Middle Class 
Ethnicity Asian African European 
Religious View God-Fearer Occult Moralist 

 
What is the significance of these three people as the founding members of the church in Europe? 

 
"The history of Christianity is inseparable from the history of Western culture and of Western society. For almost a score of 
centuries Christian beliefs, principles, and ideals have colored the thoughts and feelings of Western man. The traditions and 
practices have left an indelible impress not only on developments of purely religious interest, but on virtually the total 
endeavor of man.”  
 
“This has been manifest in art and literature, science and law, politics and economics, and, as well, in love and war. Even 
those who have contested its claims and rejected its tenets have been affected by what they opposed. Whatever our 
beliefs, all of us today are inevitable heirs to this abundant legacy; and it is impossible to understand the cultural heritage 
that sustains and conditions our lives without considering the contributions of Christianity." (Britannica Encyclopedia) 
 
 



 3 

B)  PURPOSE OF PARABLES   (13:34-35) 
 

All these things Jesus said to the crowds in parables; indeed, he said nothing to them without a parable. This was 
to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet: “I will open my mouth in parables; I will utter what has been hidden 
since the foundation of the world.” 

 
Spoken by the Prophet: Psalm 78 

Teaching of the Parables (1-4) 
Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; / incline your ears to the words of my mouth! 
I will open my mouth in a parable; / I will utter dark sayings from of old, 
things that we have heard and known, / that our fathers have told us. 
We will not hide them from their children,  / but tell to the coming generation 
the glorious deeds of the LORD, and his might, / and the wonders that he has done. 

 
Teaching for the Future Generation (5-8) 

He established a testimony in Jacob / and appointed a law in Israel, 
which he commanded our fathers / to teach to their children, 
that the next generation might know them, / the children yet unborn, 
and arise and tell them to their children, / so that they should set their hope in God 
and not forget the works of God, / but keep his commandments; 
and that they should not be like their fathers, / a stubborn and rebellious generation, 
a generation whose heart was not steadfast, / whose spirit was not faithful to God. 

 
Israel’s Rebellion   (9-11) 
• The Ephraimites, armed with the bow, / turned back on the day of battle. 
• They did not keep God's covenant, / but refused to walk according to his law. 
• They forgot his works / and the wonders that he had shown them.  
 

God’s Salvation    (12-16) 
• In the sight of their fathers he performed wonders / in the land of Egypt, in the fields of Zoan. 
• He divided the sea and let them pass through it, / and made the waters stand like a heap. 
• In the daytime he led them with a cloud, / and all the night with a fiery light. 
• He split rocks in the wilderness / and gave them drink abundantly as from the deep. 
• He made streams come out of the rock / and caused  waters to flow down like rivers. 

 
Israel’s Rebellion  (17-20) 
• Yet they sinned still more against him, / rebelling against the Most High in the desert. 
• They tested God in their heart by demanding the food they craved. 
• They spoke against God, saying, / “Can God spread a table in the wilderness? 
• He struck the rock so that water gushed out / and streams overflowed. 
• Can he also give bread / or provide meat for his people?”  

 
God’s Judgment  (21-22) 
• Therefore, when the LORD heard, he was full of wrath; / a fire was kindled against Jacob; / his anger rose against Israel, 
• because they did not believe in God /and did not trust his saving power.  

 
God’s Salvation  (23-29) 
• Yet he commanded the skies above / and opened the doors of heaven, 
• and he rained down on them manna to eat / and gave them the grain of heaven. 
• Man ate of the bread of the angels; / he sent them food in abundance. 
• He caused the east wind to blow in the heavens, / and by his power he led out the south wind; 
• he rained meat on them like dust, / winged birds like the sand of the seas; 
• he let them fall in the midst of their camp, / all around their dwellings. 
• And they ate and were well filled, / for he gave them what they craved.  

 
Israel’s Rebellion. (30-32) 
• But before they had satisfied their craving, / while the food was still in their mouths, 
• the anger of God rose against them, / and he killed the strongest of them / and laid low the young men of Israel.   (Numbers 11:31-34) 
• In spite of all this, they still sinned;  / despite his wonders, they did not believe. 
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God’s Judgment  (33-34) 
• So he made their days vanish like a breath, / and their years in terror. 
• When he killed them, they sought him; / they repented and sought God earnestly. 

 
Israel’s Rebellion  (35-37) 
• They remembered that God was their rock, / the Most High God their redeemer. 
• But they flattered him with their mouths; / they lied to him with their tongues. 
• Their heart was not steadfast toward him; / they were not faithful to his covenant.  
 

God’s Salvation  (38-39) 
• Yet he, being compassionate, / atoned for their iniquity / and did not destroy them; 
• he restrained his anger often / and did not stir up all his wrath. 
• He remembered that they were but flesh, / a wind that passes and comes not again.  

 
Israel’s Rebellion   (40-43) 
• How often they rebelled against him in the wilderness / and grieved him in the desert! 
• They tested God again and again / and provoked the Holy One of Israel. 
• They did not remember his power / or the day when he redeemed them from the foe, 
• when he performed his signs in Egypt / and his marvels in the fields of Zoan.  

 
God’s Judgement   (44-51) 
• He turned their rivers to blood, / so that they could not drink of their streams. 
• He sent among them swarms of flies, which devoured them, / and frogs, which destroyed them. 
• He gave their crops to the destroying locust / and the fruit of their labor to the locust. 
• He destroyed their vines with hail / and their sycamores with frost. 
• He gave over their cattle to the hail / and their flocks to thunderbolts. 
• He let loose on them his burning anger, / wrath, indignation, and distress, / a company of destroying angels. 
• He made a path for his anger; / he did not spare them from death, /but gave their lives over to the plague. 
• He struck down every firstborn in Egypt, / the firstfruits of their strength in the tents of Ham. 

 
God’s Salvation   (52-55) 
• Then he led out his people like sheep / and guided them in the wilderness like a flock. 
• He led them in safety, so that they were not afraid, / but the sea overwhelmed their enemies.  
• And he brought them to his holy land, / to the mountain which his right hand had won. 
• He drove out nations before them; / he apportioned them for a possession / and settled the tribes of Israel in their tents.  

 
Israel’s Rebellion   (56-58) 
• Yet they tested and rebelled against the Most High God / and did not keep his testimonies, 
• but turned away and acted treacherously like their fathers; / they twisted like a deceitful bow. 
• For they provoked him to anger with their high places; / they moved him to jealousy with their idols.  

 
God’s Judgment   (59-66) 
• When God heard, he was full of wrath, / and he utterly rejected Israel. 
• He forsook his dwelling at Shiloh,  / the tent where he dwelt among mankind, 
• and delivered his power to captivity, / his glory to the hand of the foe. 
• He gave his people over to the sword / and vented his wrath on his heritage. 
• Fire devoured their young men, / and their young women had no marriage song. 
• Their priests fell by the sword, / and their widows made no lamentation. (I Samuel 4) 
• Then the Lord awoke as from sleep, / like a strong man shouting because of wine. 
• And he put his adversaries to rout; / he put them to everlasting shame.  

 
God’s Salvation   (67-72) 
• He rejected the tent of Joseph; / he did not choose the tribe of Ephraim, 
• but he chose the tribe of Judah, / Mount Zion, which he loves. 
• He built his sanctuary like the high heavens, / like the earth, which he has founded forever. 
• He chose David his servant / and took him from the sheepfolds; 
• from following the nursing ewes he brought him / to shepherd Jacob his people, / Israel his inheritance. 
• With upright heart he shepherded them / and guided them with his skillful hand. (67-72) 
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A1)   EXPLANATION OF THE PARABLE OF THE WEEDS AND THE WHEAT: FINAL JUDGEMENT   (13:36-43) 
 

Weeds: Crowd     
Then he left the crowds and went into the house.   

 
Wheat: Disciples    

And his disciples came to him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.”  
 
Good and Evil Coexist  

He answered,  
 

1. “The one who sows the good seed is    the Son of Man.      
 

“I saw in the night visions, 
and behold, with the clouds of heaven / there came one like a son of man, 
and he came to the Ancient of Days / and was presented before him. 
And to him was given dominion / and glory and a kingdom, 
that all peoples, nations, and languages / should serve him; 
his dominion is an everlasting dominion, / which shall not pass away, 
and his kingdom one / that shall not be destroyed. (Daniel 7:13-14) 

 
2. The field is          the world, and       

 
Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house to the land that I will show you. And I 
will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless 
you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” (Genesis 12:1-3) 

 
3. the good seed is         the sons of the kingdom.    
4. The weeds are          the sons of the evil one, and    

 
Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God 
appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed abides in him; and he 
cannot keep on sinning, because he has been born of God. By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the children 
of the devil: whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does not love his brother. (I John 3:8-10) 

 
5. the enemy who sowed them is     the devil.        

 
Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had made. 
He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” And the woman said to the serpent, “We 
may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, 
neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that when you eat 
of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” (Genesis 3:1-5) 

 
6. The harvest is          the end of the age, and    
7. the reapers are         angels.   

 
Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and seated on the cloud one like a son of man, with a golden crown on his head, and a sharp 
sickle in his hand. And another angel came out of the temple, calling with a loud voice to him who sat on the cloud, “Put in your sickle, 
and reap, for the hour to reap has come, for the harvest of the earth is fully ripe.” So he who sat on the cloud swung his sickle across the 
earth, and the earth was reaped. 
Then another angel came out of the temple in heaven, and he too had a sharp sickle. And another angel came out from the altar, the 
angel who has authority over the fire, and he called with a loud voice to the one who had the sharp sickle, “Put in your sickle and gather 
the clusters from the vine of the earth, for its grapes are ripe.” So the angel swung his sickle across the earth and gathered the grape 
harvest of the earth and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God.  And the winepress was trodden outside the city, and 
blood flowed from the winepress, as high as a horse's bridle, for 1,600 stadia. (Revelation 14:14-20)      
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Final Judgment    
Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the end of the age.  

 
1. The Son of Man will send his angels, and   

 
Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and seated on the cloud one like a son of man, with a golden crown on his head, and a sharp 
sickle in his hand. And another angel came out of the temple, calling with a loud voice to him who sat on the cloud, “Put in your sickle, 
and reap, for the hour to reap has come, for the harvest of the earth is fully ripe.” So he who sat on the cloud swung his sickle across the 
earth, and the earth was reaped. (Revelation 14:14-16) 
        

2. they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, and throw them into the fiery 
furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.   

 
“I will utterly sweep away everything / from the face of the earth,” declares the LORD. 
“I will sweep away man and beast; / I will sweep away the birds of the heavens / and the fish of the sea, 
and the rubble with the wicked. / I will cut off mankind / from the face of the earth,” declares the LORD. 
“I will stretch out my hand against Judah / and against all the inhabitants of Jerusalem; 
and I will cut off from this place the remnant of Baal / and the name of the idolatrous priests along with the priests, 
those who bow down on the roofs / to the host of the heavens, 
those who bow down and swear to the LORD / and yet swear by Milcom, 
those who have turned back from following the LORD, / who do not seek the LORD or inquire of him.” (Zephaniah 1:2-6) 
       

3. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.  
 

“At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who has charge of your people. And there shall be a time of trouble, such as never has 
been since there was a nation till that time. But at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone whose name shall be found 
written in the book. And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and 
everlasting contempt. And those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky above; and those who turn many to 
righteousness, like the stars forever and ever. But you, Daniel, shut up the words and seal the book, until the time of the end. Many shall 
run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase.” (Daniel 12:1-4) 

                
Exhortation    

He who has ears, let him hear. 
 

Church Ears to Hear Conquers 
Ephesus He who has an ear, let him hear 

what the Spirit says to the churches. 
To the one who conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of life, which is in the 
paradise of God.’ (Revelation 2:7) 

Smyra He who has an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit says to the churches. 

The one who conquers will not be hurt by the second death.’ (Revelation 2:11) 

Pergamum He who has an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit says to the churches. 

To the one who conquers I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give 
him a white stone, with a new name written on the stone that no one knows 
except the one who receives it.’ (Revelation 2:17) 

Thyatira He who has an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit says to the 
churches.’ 

The one who conquers and who keeps my works until the end, to him I will give 
authority over the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron, as when 
earthen pots are broken in pieces, even as I myself have received authority from 
my Father. And I will give him the morning star. (Revelation 2:26-29) 

Sardis He who has an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit says to the 
churches.’ 

The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white garments, and I will never 
blot his name out of the book of life. I will confess his name before my Father 
and before his angels (Revelation 3:5-6) 

Philadelphia He who has an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit says to the 
churches.’ 

The one who conquers, I will make him a pillar in the temple of my God. Never 
shall he go out of it, and I will write on him the name of my God, and the name 
of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down from my God out 
of heaven, and my own new name. (Revelation 3:12-13) 

Laodicea He who has an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit says to the 
churches.’” 

The one who conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on my throne, as I also 
conquered and sat down with my Father on his throne. (Revelation 3:21-22) 

 


