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Acceptance of the Kingdom: Jesus is Misunderstood 
Matthew 13:54-14:12 / May 23, 2020 

 

A)  Birth of the Kingdom        Narrative 1  1:1-4:25   
B)   Blessings of the Kingdom      Teaching 1  5:1-7:29   
C)    Authority of the Kingdom     Narrative 2  8:1-9:34   
D)     Mission of the Kingdom    Teaching 2  9:35-11:1  
E)      Rejection of the Kingdom   Narrative 3  11:2-12:50  
F)       Parables of the Kingdom  Teaching 3  13:1-53   
E1)      Acceptance of the Kingdom  Narrative 4  13:54-17:27  
D1)     Community of the Kingdom   Teaching 4  18:1-35   
C1)    Authority of the Kingdom     Narrative 5  19:1-22:46  
B1)   Warnings of the Kingdom      Teaching 5  23:1-25:46  
A1)  New Birth of the Kingdom       Narrative 6  26:1-28:20   

 
Matthew 13:53-17:27: Who Jesus Is 

1. JESUS IS MISUNDERSTOOD           13:53-14:12 
2. JESUS CALLS DISCIPLES TO LIVE AND WALK IN THE POWER OF GOD  14:13-36  
3. JESUS TRIUMPHS OVER TRADITIONS OF MEN       15:1-20 
4. JESUS DISPLAYS COMPASSION FOR THE UNFORGOTTEN     15:21-39 
5. JESUS FULFILLS THE SIGN OF JONAH         16:1-12 
6. JESUS IDENTIFIED AS THE MESSIAH          16:13-28   
7. JESUS IS SUPERIOR TO THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS       17:1-27 

 
THE ACCEPTANCE OF JESUS’ HOME TOWN:  

THERE WAS… 
 

1. Astonishment at Jesus’ Life    (13:53-54)     
  And when Jesus had finished these parables, he went away from there, and coming to his hometown he 

taught them in their synagogue, so that they were astonished, and said, “Where did this man get this 
wisdom and these mighty works?   

 

2. Recognition of Jesus’ Humanity   (13:55-56a)   
Is not this the carpenter's son?  Is not his mother called Mary? And are not his brothers James and Joseph 
and Simon and Judas? And are not all his sisters with us?    

 

3. Hatred at Jesus’ Deity    (13:56b-58)           
Where then did this man get all these things?” And they took offense at him. But Jesus said to them, “A 
prophet is not without honor except in his hometown and in his own household.” And he did not do 
many mighty works there, because of their unbelief.  

 
C. S. Lewis: The Dilemma  of Jesus’ Claims 

“I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say about Him: I’m ready to accept Jesus as a 
great moral teacher, but I don’t accept his claim to be God. That is the one thing we must not say. A man who was merely a man and 
said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic — on the level with the man who 
says he is a poached egg — or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of 
God, or else a madman or something worse. You can shut him up for a fool, you can spit at him and kill him as a demon or you can 
fall at his feet and call him Lord and God, but let us not come with any patronizing nonsense about his being a great human teacher. 
He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to.”      C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 
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THE ACCEPTANCE OF HEROD THE TETRARCH:  
THERE WAS… 

 
1. Spiritualization of Evil   (14:1-2) 

At that time Herod the tetrarch heard about the fame of Jesus, and he said to his servants, “This is John 
the Baptist. He has been raised from the dead; that is why these miraculous powers are at work in him.”  

 

 
 

Herod Antipas and Herod Philip I:  From Josephus in Antiquities    (93-94 AD) 
 

1. Herod Antipas and Herod Philip I 
About this time Aretas (the king of Arabia Petres) and Herod had a quarrel on the account following: Herod the tetrarch had, 
married the daughter of Aretas, and had lived with her a great while; but when he was once at Rome, he lodged with Herod, (Philip 
I) who was his brother indeed, but not by the same mother; for this Herod was the son of the high priest Sireoh’s daughter.  

 
2. Herod Antipas Falls in Love with Herodias: Wife of Herod Philip I and Niece of Herod Antipas 

However, he fell in love with Herodias, this last Herod’s wife, who was the daughter of Aristobulus their brother, and the sister of 
Agrippa the Great.  

 
3. Herod Antipas’ Divorce from King Aretas’ Daughter 

This man ventured to talk to her about a marriage between them; which address, when she admitted, an agreement was made for 
her to change her habitation, and come to him as soon as he should return from Rome: one article of this marriage also was this, 
that he should divorce Aretas’s daughter.  
 

4. Herod Antipas’s Wife Discovers the Plot to Divorce Her and Marry Herodias 
So Antipus, when he had made this agreement, sailed to Rome; but when he had done there the business he went about, and was 
returned again, his wife having discovered the agreement he had made with Herodias, and having learned it before he had notice of 
her knowledge of the whole design, she desired him to send her to Macherus, which is a place in the borders of the dominions of 
Aretas and Herod, without informing him of any of her intentions.  

 
5. Herodias Informs Her Father, King Aretas, of the Divorce 

Accordingly Herod sent her thither, as thinking his wife had not perceived any thing; now she had sent a good while before to 
Macherus, which was subject to her father and so all things necessary for her journey were made ready for her by the general of 
Aretas’s army; and by that means she soon came into Arabia, under the conduct of the several generals, who carried her from one 
to another successively; and she soon came to her father, and told him of Herod’s intentions.  

 
6. King Aretas Goes to War and Defeats Herod Antipas 

So Aretas made this the first occasion of his enmity between him and Herod, who had also some quarrel with him about their limits 
at the country of Gamalitis. So they raised armies on both sides, and prepared for war, and sent their generals to fight instead of 
themselves; and when they had joined battle, all Herod’s army was destroyed by the treachery of some fugitives, who, though they 
were of the tetrarchy of Philip, joined with Aretas’s army. So Herod wrote about these affairs to Tiberius, who being very angry at 
the attempt made by Aretas, wrote to Vitellius to make war upon him, and either to take him alive, and bring him to him in bonds, 
or to kill him, and send him his head. This was the charge that Tiberius gave to the president of Syria. 

 

Herod the Great

Mariamne II

Herod Antipas

Daughter of King Aretas

Herod Philip I
Herodias

Then Herod (The Great), when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, 
became furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in 
all that region who were two years old or under, according to the time that he 
had ascertained from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the 
prophet Jeremiah:  “A voice was heard in Ramah, / weeping and loud 
lamentation, / Rachel weeping for her children; / she refused to be 
comforted, because they are no more.” (Matt 2:16-18) 
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7. Herod’s Defeat is Believed by the Jews to Be God’s Judgment For Killing John the Baptist 

Now some of the Jews thought that the destruction of Herod’s army came from God, and that very justly, as a punishment of what 
he did against John, that was called the Baptist: for Herod slew him,  
 

8. John the Baptist 
who was a good man, and commanded the Jews to exercise virtue, both as to righteousness towards one another, and piety towards 
God, and so to come to baptism; for that the washing [with water] would be acceptable to him, if they made use of it, not in order to 
the putting away [or the remission] of some sins [only], but for the purification of the body; supposing still that the soul was 
thoroughly purified beforehand by righteousness.  

 
9. Herod Antipas’ Murder of John the Baptist 

Now when [many] others came in crowds about him, for they were very greatly moved [or pleased] by hearing his words, Herod, 
who feared lest the great influence John had over the people might put it into his power and inclination to raise a rebellion, (for they 
seemed ready to do any thing he should advise,) thought it best, by putting him to death, to prevent any mischief he might cause, 
and not bring himself into difficulties, by sparing a man who might make him repent of it when it would be too late. Accordingly he 
was sent a prisoner, out of Herod’s suspicious temper, to Macherus, the castle I before mentioned, and was there put to death.  
 

10. God’s Punishment Upon Herod Antipas for Killing John the Baptist 
Now the Jews had an opinion that the destruction of this army was sent as a punishment upon Herod, and a mark of God’s 
displeasure to him. (Josephus. Antiquities of the Jews, 18.109-119) 

 

2. An Attempt to Silence the Criticism      (4:3-4) 
For Herod had seized John and bound him and put him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother 
Philip's wife, because John had been saying to him, “It is not lawful for you to have her.”  

 
Leviticus: Law Against Sexual Relationships within the Family 

 
Parents: “None of you shall approach any one of his close relatives to uncover nakedness. I am the LORD. You shall not uncover the 
nakedness of your father, which is the nakedness of your mother; she is your mother, you shall not uncover her nakedness. You shall 
not uncover the nakedness of your father's wife; it is your father's nakedness. (Lev 18:6-8) 
 
Sister: You shall not uncover the nakedness of your sister, your father's daughter or your mother's daughter, whether brought up in 
the family or in another home. (Lev 18:9) 
 
Granddaughter: You shall not uncover the nakedness of your son's daughter or of your daughter's daughter, for their nakedness is 
your own nakedness. (Lev 18:10) 
 
Half-Sister: You shall not uncover the nakedness of your father's wife's daughter, brought up in your father's family, since she is 
your sister. (Lev 18:11) 
 
Aunt and Uncle: You shall not uncover the nakedness of your father's sister; she is your father's relative. 13 You shall not uncover 
the nakedness of your mother's sister, for she is your mother's relative. You shall not uncover the nakedness of your father's 
brother, that is, you shall not approach his wife; she is your aunt. (Lev 18:12-14) 
 
Daughter-in-law: You shall not uncover the nakedness of your daughter-in-law; she is your son's wife, you shall not uncover her 
nakedness. (Lev 18:15) 
 
Sister-in-law: You shall not uncover the nakedness of your brother's wife; it is your brother's nakedness. (Lev 18:16) 
 
Mother and Daughter: You shall not uncover the nakedness of a woman and of her daughter, and you shall not take her son's 
daughter or her daughter's daughter to uncover her nakedness; they are relatives; it is depravity. (Lev 18:17) 
 
Two Sisters:  And you shall not take a woman as a rival wife to her sister, uncovering her nakedness while her sister is still alive. 
(Leviticus 18:18) 
 

 
 
 



 4 

3. An Appeasement Out of Fear of the People   (14:5) 
And though he wanted to put him to death, he feared the people, because they held him to be a prophet.  

 
Pilate Fears the Crowd: Release a Prisoner 

Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any one prisoner whom they wanted. And they 
had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. So when they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want 
me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” For he knew that it was out of envy that they had 
delivered him up. Besides, while he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do 
with that righteous man, for I have suffered much because of him today in a dream.” Now the chief priests and the 
elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. The governor again said to them, “Which of the two 
do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus 
who is called Christ?” They all said, “Let him be crucified!” And he said, “Why? What evil has he done?” But they 
shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!” (Matthew 27:15-23) 
 

Jesus: Do Not Fear the People—Fear God 
“So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be known. What I tell 
you in the dark, say in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops. And do not fear those who 
kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows 
sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. But even the hairs of your head 
are all numbered. Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows. So everyone who acknowledges me 
before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, but whoever denies me before men, I also will 
deny before my Father who is in heaven. (Matthew 10:26-33) 

 

4. A Perverted Flaunting of Authority     (14:6-7) 
But when Herod's birthday came, the daughter of Herodias danced before the company and pleased 
Herod, so that he promised with an oath to give her whatever she might ask.  

 
Pilate’s Authority 

When Pilate heard this statement, he was even more afraid. He entered his headquarters again and said to Jesus, 
“Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him no answer.  
So Pilate said to him, “You will not speak to me? Do you not know that I have authority to release you and authority to 
crucify you?”  
Jesus answered him, “You would have no authority over me at all unless it had been given you from above. Therefore 
he who delivered me over to you has the greater sin.” (John 19:8-11) 

 
5. An Arrogance of “Saving Face”     (14:8-11) 

Prompted by her mother, she said, “Give me the head of John the Baptist here on a platter.” And the king 
was sorry, but because of his oaths and his guests he commanded it to be given. He sent and had John 
beheaded in the prison, and his head was brought on a platter and given to the girl, and she brought it to 
her mother.  
 

Pilate: “Saving Face” 
So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took water and washed his 
hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man's blood; see to it yourselves.” And all the people answered, 
“His blood be on us and on our children!” Then he released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, delivered 
him to be crucified. (Matthew 27:24-26) 
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6. A False Public Contrition   (14:12) 
And his disciples came and took the body and buried it, and they went and told Jesus. 

 
Pilate Gives the Body of Jesus to Joseph 

After these things Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that 
he might take away the body of Jesus, and Pilate gave him permission. So he came and took away his body. Nicodemus 
also, who earlier had come to Jesus by night, came bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds in 
weight. So they took the body of Jesus and bound it in linen cloths with the spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews. 
Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet 
been laid. So because of the Jewish day of Preparation, since the tomb was close at hand, they laid Jesus there. (John 
19:38-42) 

 
CONCLUSION: Jesus Withdrawals to a Desolate Place   (14:13a) 

Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a desolate place by himself.  
 

Acceptance of the Kingdom: The Desolate Place 
Jesus Stands Before Herod Who had Murdered John the Baptist 

• When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. And when he learned that he belonged to Herod's 
jurisdiction, he sent him over to Herod, who was himself in Jerusalem at that time.   

• When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he had long desired to see him, because he had heard about him, and he was 
hoping to see some sign done by him. So he questioned him at some length, but he made no answer.  

• The chief priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently accusing him.  
• And Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked him.  
• Then, arraying him in splendid clothing, he sent him back to Pilate.   
• And Herod and Pilate became friends with each other that very day, for before this they had been at enmity with each 

other.  (Luke 23:6-12) 
 

Acceptance of the Kingdom: The Hope 
John the Baptist: Greatest Born of a Woman 

• Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist.  
• Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.  
• From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by force.  
• For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. He 

who has ears to hear, let him hear. (Matthew 11:11-15) 

 
John the Baptist and Elijah: Foreshadowing of Heaven 

• When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask what I shall do for you, before I am taken from you.” And Elisha said, 
“Please let there be a double portion of your spirit on me.” And he said, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as 
I am being taken from you, it shall be so for you, but if you do not see me, it shall not be so.”   

• And as they still went on and talked, behold, chariots of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them.  
• And Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.  
• And Elisha saw it and he cried, “My father, my father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” And he saw him no more. 

(2 Kings 2:9-12) 
 
Jesus’ Ascension: Hope of Heaven 

§ So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” He said to 
them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority.  

§ But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”  

§ And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.  
§ And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, and said, “Men of 

Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the 
same way as you saw him go into heaven.” (Acts 1:6-11) 

 


