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Acceptance of Jesus: Jesus Triumphs over the Traditions of Men 
Matthew 15:1-20 / June 6, 2020 
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3. JESUS TRIUMPHS OVER TRADITIONS OF MEN       15:1-20 
4. JESUS DISPLAYS COMPASSION FOR THE UNFORGOTTEN     15:21-39 
5. JESUS FULFILLS THE SIGN OF JONAH         16:1-12 
6. JESUS IDENTIFIED AS THE MESSIAH          16:13-28   
7. JESUS IS SUPERIOR TO THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS       17:1-27 

 
Introduction to 15:1-20 

 
  When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them and healed their sick. Now when it was 

evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a desolate place, and the day is now over; send the crowds away to go into 
the villages and buy food for themselves.”  

 But Jesus said, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.”  
 They said to him, “We have only five loaves here and two fish.”  
 And he said, “Bring them here to me.”  
 Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass, and taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and 

said a blessing. Then he broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds.  
 And they all ate and were satisfied.  
 And they took up twelve baskets full of the broken pieces left over.  
 And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children. 

 
PHARISEES  

(15:1-2) 
 
CRITICISM:    Then Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus from Jerusalem and said, “Why do your disciples break 

 the tradition of the elders? For they do not wash their hands when they eat.”  
 

Washing of Hands by the Priests 
 The LORD said to Moses, “You shall also make a basin of bronze, with its stand of bronze, for washing. You shall put it 

between the tent of meeting and the altar, and you shall put water in it, with which Aaron and his sons shall wash their 
hands and their feet. When they go into the tent of meeting, or when they come near the altar to minister, to burn a food 
offering to the LORD, they shall wash with water, so that they may not die.  They shall wash their hands and their feet, so 
that they may not die. It shall be a statute forever to them, even to him and to his offspring throughout their generations.” 
Exodus 30:17-21 

 
The Institutionalization of the Church: The Church as an Organization not an Organism  

Getz, Gene A. Sharpening the Focus of the Church. Victor Books, 1984. 
 

1. The organization becomes more important than the 
people who make up the organization. 

2. Individuals begin to function in the organization more 
like cogs in a machine. 

3. Individuality and creativity are lost in the structural mass. 
4. The atmosphere in the organization becomes 

threatening, rather than open and free; people are often 
afraid to ask uncomfortable questions. 

5. The structural arrangements in the organization have 
become rigid and inflexible. 

6. People are serving the organization more than the 
objectives from which the organization was brought into 
existence. 

7. Communication often breaks down, particularly because 
of a repressive atmosphere and lots of red tape. 

8. In order to survive in a cold structure, people develop 
their own special interests within the organization, 
creating competitive departments and divisions.  

9. Morale degenerates; people lose their initiative; they 
become discouraged and often critical of the 
organization and of others in the organization—
particularly its leaders. 

10. As the organization gets bigger and as time passes, the 
process of institutionalization often speeds up. A 
hierarchy of leadership develops, increasing the 
problems of communication from the top to the bottom 
and the bottom to the top. People toward the bottom, or 
even in the middle of the organization structure, feel 
more and more as if they really don’t count in the 
organization.
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JESUS  
(15:3-11) 

 
ARGUMENT 1: He answered them, “And why do you break the commandment of God for the sake of your 

 tradition?  
 

Evidence A:  For God commanded, ‘Honor your father and your mother,’ and,   
 

1. “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your God is giving you. (Exodus 
20:12) 

2. And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to them, You shall be 
holy, for I the LORD your God am holy. Every one of you shall revere his mother and his father, and you shall keep my 
Sabbaths: I am the LORD your God. (Leviticus 19:1-3)  

3. “‘Honor your father and your mother, as the LORD your God commanded you, that your days may be long, and that it may 
go well with you in the land that the LORD your God is giving you. (Deuteronomy 5:16) 

4. “If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who will not obey the voice of his father or the voice of his mother, and, 
though they discipline him, will not listen to them, 19 then his father and his mother shall take hold of him and bring him 
out to the elders of his city at the gate of the place where he lives, 20 and they shall say to the elders of his city, ‘This our 
son is stubborn and rebellious; he will not obey our voice; he is a glutton and a drunkard.’ 21 Then all the men of the city 
shall stone him to death with stones. So you shall purge the evil from your midst, and all Israel shall hear, and fear. 
(Deuteronomy 21:18-21) 

5. My son, keep your father's commandment, / and forsake not your mother's teaching. / Bind them on your heart always; / 
tie them around your neck. / When you walk, they will lead you; / when you lie down, they will watch over you; / and 
when you awake, they will talk with you. (Proverbs 6:20-23) 

6. Whoever robs his father or his mother / and says, “That is no transgression,” / is a companion to a man who destroys. 
(Proverbs 28:24) 

7. There are those who curse their fathers / and do not bless their mothers. (Proverbs 30:11) 
 
Evidence B:  ‘Whoever reviles father or mother must surely die.’  

 
1. “Whoever strikes his father or his mother shall be put to death. 
2. “Whoever steals a man and sells him, and anyone found in possession of him, shall be put to death. 
3. “Whoever curses his father or his mother shall be put to death. (Exodus 21:15-17) 
4. The eye that mocks a father / and scorns to obey a mother / will be picked out by the ravens of the valley / and eaten by 

the vultures. (Proverbs 30:17) 
5. “‘Cursed be anyone who dishonors his father or his mother.’ And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’ (Deuteronomy 27:16) 

 
Loophole:  But you say, ‘If anyone tells his father or his mother, “What you would have gained     

   from me is  given to God,” he need not honor his father.’   
 

 “If the vow is an animal that may be offered as an offering to the LORD, all of it that he gives to the LORD is holy. He shall 
not exchange it or make a substitute for it, good for bad, or bad for good; and if he does in fact substitute one animal for 
another, then both it and the substitute shall be holy. (Leviticus 27:9-10) 

 
Result:   So for the sake of your tradition you have made void the word of God.  

 
ARGUMENT 2: You hypocrites!  

 
Evidence A:   Well did Isaiah prophesy of you, when he said: “‘This people honors me with their lips,/ but their 

 heart is far from me;  
 
Evidence B:  in vain do they worship me, / teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’”  

 
1. And the Lord said: 
2. “Because this people draw near with their mouth / and honor me with their lips, / while their hearts are far from me, 
3. and their fear of me is a commandment taught by men, 
4. therefore, behold, I will again / do wonderful things with this people, / with wonder upon wonder; 
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5. and the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, / and the discernment of their discerning men shall be hidden.” 
6. Ah, you who hide deep from the LORD your counsel, / whose deeds are in the dark, / and who say, “Who sees us? Who 

knows us?” 
7. You turn things upside down! 
8. Shall the potter be regarded as the clay, 
9. that the thing made should say of its maker, / “He did not make me”; 
10. or the thing formed say of him who formed it, / “He has no understanding”? 
11. Is it not yet a very little while / until Lebanon shall be turned into a fruitful field, / and the fruitful field shall be regarded as 

a forest? 
12. In that day the deaf shall hear / the words of a book, 
13. and out of their gloom and darkness / the eyes of the blind shall see. 
14. The meek shall obtain fresh joy in the LORD, / and the poor among mankind shall exult in the Holy One of Israel. 
15. For the ruthless shall come to nothing / and the scoffer cease, / and all who watch to do evil shall be cut off, 
16. who by a word make a man out to be an offender, / and lay a snare for him who reproves in the gate, / and with an empty 

plea turn aside him who is in the right. (Isaiah 29:13-21) 
 

Explanation:  And he called the people to him and said to them, “Hear and understand: it is not what goes into 
 the mouth that defiles a person, but what comes out  of the mouth; this defiles a person.”  

 
DISCIPLES  

(15:12) 
 

QUESTION 1: Then the disciples came and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees were offended when 
 they heard this saying?”   

 
JESUS  

(15:13-14) 
 

Explanation A: He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be rooted up.   
 

The word that Jeremiah the prophet spoke to Baruch the son of Neriah, when he wrote these words in a book at the 
dictation of Jeremiah, in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah: “Thus says the LORD, the God of 
Israel, to you, O Baruch:  You said, ‘Woe is me! For the LORD has added sorrow to my pain. I am weary with my groaning, 
and I find no rest.’ Thus shall you say to him, Thus says the LORD: Behold, what I have built I am breaking down, and 
what I have planted I am plucking up—that is, the whole land. And do you seek great things for yourself? Seek them not, 
for behold, I am bringing disaster upon all flesh, declares the LORD. But I will give you your life as a prize of war in all places 
to which you may go.” (Jeremiah 45:1-5) 
 
Let me sing for my beloved / my love song concerning his vineyard: 
My beloved had a vineyard / on a very fertile hill. 
He dug it and cleared it of stones, / and planted it with choice vines; 
he built a watchtower in the midst of it, / and hewed out a wine vat in it; 
and he looked for it to yield grapes, / but it yielded wild grapes. 
And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem / and men of Judah, 
judge between me and my vineyard. 
What more was there to do for my vineyard, / that I have not done in it? 
When I looked for it to yield grapes, / why did it yield wild grapes? 
And now I will tell you / what I will do to my vineyard. 
I will remove its hedge, / and it shall be devoured; 
I will break down its wall, / and it shall be trampled down. 
 I will make it a waste; / it shall not be pruned or hoed, / and briers and thorns shall grow up;  
I will also command the clouds / that they rain no rain upon it. 
For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts / is the house of Israel, 
and the men of Judah / are his pleasant planting; 
and he looked for justice, / but behold, bloodshed; 
for righteousness, / but behold, an outcry! (Isaiah 5:1-7) 

 
Explanation B: Let them alone; they are blind guides. And if the blind lead the blind, both will fall into a pit.”  
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Thus says God, the LORD, / who created the heavens and stretched them out, / who spread out the earth and what comes 
from it, 
who gives breath to the people on it / and spirit to those who walk in it: 
I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; / I will take you by the hand and keep you; 
I will give you as a covenant for the people, / a light for the nations, / to open the eyes that are blind, 
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, / from the prison those who sit in darkness. (Isaiah 42:5-7) 

 
But if you call yourself a Jew and rely on the law and boast in God 1and know his will and approve what is excellent, 
because you are instructed from the law; and if you are sure that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those who 
are in darkness, an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of children, having in the law the embodiment of knowledge and 
truth— you then who teach others, do you not teach yourself? While you preach against stealing, do you steal? You who 
say that one must not commit adultery, do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? You who 
boast in the law dishonor God by breaking the law. For, as it is written, “The name of God is blasphemed among the 
Gentiles because of you.” For circumcision indeed is of value if you obey the law, but if you break the law, your 
circumcision becomes uncircumcision. So, if a man who is uncircumcised keeps the precepts of the law, will not his 
uncircumcision be regarded as circumcision? Then he who is physically uncircumcised but keeps the law will condemn you 
who have the written code and circumcision but break the law. For no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly, nor is 
circumcision outward and physical. But a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of the heart, by the Spirit, not 
by the letter. His praise is not from man but from God. (Romans 2:17-29) 

 
PETER  
(15:15) 

 
QUESTION 2: But Peter said to him, “Explain the parable to us.”  
 

JESUS  
(15:16-17) 

 
Explanation A: And he said, “Are you also still without understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into  

 the mouth passes into the stomach and is expelled?  
 

Clean and Unclean Animals 
And the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying to them, “Speak to the people of Israel, saying, These are the living things 
that you may eat among all the animals that are on the earth.  Whatever parts the hoof and is cloven-footed and chews 
the cud, among the animals, you may eat. Nevertheless, among those that chew the cud or part the hoof, you shall not eat 
these: The camel, because it chews the cud but does not part the hoof, is unclean to you. And the rock badger, because it 
chews the cud but does not part the hoof, is unclean to you. And the hare, because it chews the cud but does not part the 
hoof, is unclean to you. And the pig, because it parts the hoof and is cloven-footed but does not chew the cud, is unclean 
to you. You shall not eat any of their flesh, and you shall not touch their carcasses; they are unclean to you. (Leviticus 11:1-
8) 
 

Peter: All Animals are Clean 
The next day, as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on the housetop about the sixth hour 
to pray. And he became hungry and wanted something to eat, but while they were preparing it, he fell into a trance  and 
saw the heavens opened and something like a great sheet descending, being let down by its four corners upon the earth.  
In it were all kinds of animals and reptiles and birds of the air. And there came a voice to him: “Rise, Peter; kill and eat.” 
But Peter said, “By no means, Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is common or unclean.”  And the voice came to 
him again a second time, “What God has made clean, do not call common.” This happened three times, and the thing was 
taken up at once to heaven. (Acts 10:9-16) 

 
Explanation B: But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this defiles a person. For out   
    of the heart come  

1. evil thoughts,  
2. murder,  
3. adultery,  
4. sexual immorality,  
5. theft,  
6. false witness,  
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7. slander.  
These are what defile a person.  
But to eat with unwashed hands does not defile anyone.” 

 
Fulfillment of the Law in Jesus  

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to 
Fulfill them. For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from 
The Law until all is accomplished. Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments 
and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them 
and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness 
exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. (Matthew 5:17-20) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


