
 1 

Acceptance of Jesus: Compassion for the Unforgotten 
Matthew 15: 21-39 / June 13, 2020 

 
1. JESUS IS THE FULFILLMENT OF JOHN THE BAPTIST      13:53-14:12 
2. JESUS CALLS DISCIPLES TO LIVE AND WALK IN THE POWER OF GOD  14:13-36  
3. JESUS TRIUMPHS OVER TRADITIONS OF MEN       15:1-20 
4. JESUS DISPLAYS COMPASSION FOR THE UNFORGOTTEN     15:21-39 
5. JESUS FULFILLS THE SIGN OF JONAH         16:1-12 
6. JESUS IDENTIFIED AS THE MESSIAH          16:13-28   
7. JESUS IS SUPERIOR TO THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS       17:1-27 

 
Galilee from theologian Frederick Bruner: 
Galilee was not just geographically far from Jerusalem; it was considered spiritually and politically far, too. Galilee was the most pagan of the 
Jewish provinces, located as it was at the northernmost tier of Palestine. This distance from Zion was not only geographic; Galileans were 
considered by Judaeans to sit rather loosely to the law and to be less biblically pure than those in or near Jerusalem. 
Judean Pharisees, in particular, were less than impressed with Galilean observance of the fine points of Jewish religious observance. While 
praised for their passionate identification with Judaism and the Jewish people, their ignorance in law and disinterest in study was an almost 
never ending source of fuel for Judean snobbery. The Jerusalem Talmud records the despair of the great First Century sage, Yohanan ben 
Zakkai, at having been asked no more than two questions about Jewish law during his 18-year posting in the Galilee: “O Galilee, O Galilee, in 
the end you shall be filled with wrongdoers!” (Shabbat 16:7, 15d).   https://www.travelujah.com/stories/who-were-galileans-days-jesus  

 
Miracle 1: Power Over Spiritual World: Gentile Woman  15:21-31     
 
FIRST ENCOUNTER  (15:21-24) 

WOMAN:  And Jesus went away from there and withdrew to the district of Tyre and Sidon. And behold, a  
   Canaanite woman from that region came out and was crying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of  
   David; my daughter is severely oppressed by a demon.”  
   But he did not answer her a word.  
DISCIPLES:  And his disciples came and begged him, saying, “Send her away, for she is crying out after us.”  
JESUS:   He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”  

 
Tyre and Sidon: Greater than Bethsaida and Chorazin 

Greater Than Jewish Towns: “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works done in you had been done in Tyre 
and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes.  But I tell you, it will be more bearable on the day of judgment for 
Tyre and Sidon than for you. (Matthew 11:21-22) 

 
Healings in Tyre and Sidon: And he came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his disciples and a great 
multitude of people from all Judea and Jerusalem and the seacoast of Tyre and Sidon, who came to hear him and to be healed of their 
diseases. And those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured.  And all the crowd sought to touch him, for power came out 
from him and healed them all. (Luke 6:17-19) 

 
Canaanite Woman: From the Land of Canaan 

Canaan Cursed: And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father and told his two brothers outside. Then Shem and 
Japheth took a garment, laid it on both their shoulders, and walked backward and covered the nakedness of their father. Their faces were 
turned backward, and they did not see their father's nakedness. When Noah awoke from his wine and knew what his youngest son had 
done to him,  he said, “Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants shall he be to his brothers.” (Genesis 9:22-25) 
 
Canaan Promised to Abraham: When they came to the land of Canaan, Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the 
oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this 
land.” So he built there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. From there he moved to the hill country on the east of Bethel 
and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. And there he built an altar to the LORD and called upon the name of the 
LORD. And Abram journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb. (Genesis 12:5-9) 
 
Circumcision: The Sign of the Covenant: This is my covenant, which you shall keep, between me and you and your offspring after you: 
Every male among you shall be circumcised. You shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant 
between me and you. (Genesis 17:10-11) 
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Uncircumcised Cut Off From the Covenant:  Any uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin shall be cut off 
from his people; he has broken my covenant.” (Genesis 17:14) 

 
Lost Sheep of Israel 

These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, “Go nowhere among the Gentiles and enter no town of the Samaritans, but go rather to 
the lost sheep of the house of Israel. And proclaim as you go, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ Heal the sick, raise the dead, 
cleanse lepers, cast out demons. You received without paying; give without pay. (Matthew 10:5-8) 

 
SECOND ENCOUNTER: (15:25-26) 

WOMAN:  But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.”  
JESUS:   And he answered, “It is not right to take the children's bread and throw it to the dogs.”  

 
Joseph: Rejects Feeding Jacob and his Brothers 

Now Joseph was governor over the land. He was the one who sold to all the people of the land. And Joseph's brothers came and bowed 
themselves before him with their faces to the ground.  Joseph saw his brothers and recognized them, but he treated them like strangers 
and spoke roughly to them. “Where do you come from?” he said. They said, “From the land of Canaan, to buy food.”  And Joseph 
recognized his brothers, but they did not recognize him. And Joseph remembered the dreams that he had dreamed of them. And he said 
to them, “You are spies; you have come to see the nakedness of the land.” They said to him, “No, my lord, your servants have come to 
buy food.  We are all sons of one man. We are honest men. Your servants have never been spies.” (Genesis 42:6-11) 
 

THIRD ENCOUNTER:  (15:27-28) 
WOMAN:  She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters' table.”  
JESUS:   Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you as you desire.”  
    
   And her daughter was healed instantly. 

 

Types of Faith in Matthew 
Un-Faith:   

• Jews: And they took offense at him. But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his hometown and in his 
own household.” And he did not do many mighty works there, because of their unbelief. 13:57-58 

 
Salvation-Faith:  

• Paralytic And behold, some people brought to him a paralytic, lying on a bed. And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the 
paralytic,  “Take heart, my son; your sins are forgiven.” 9:2 

• Woman with Blood Disorder   Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, “Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well.” And 
instantly  the woman was made well. (9:22) 

• Two Blind Men:   When he entered the house, the blind men came to him, and Jesus said to them, “Do you believe that I am 
able to do this?” They said to him, “Yes, Lord.” Then he touched their eyes, saying, “According to your faith be it done to you.” 
(9:28-29) 

• Canaanite Woman:   Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you as you desire.” And her 
daughter was  healed instantly. (15:28) 

• Fig Tree:   When the disciples saw it, they marveled, saying, “How did the fig tree wither at once?” And Jesus answered them, 
“Truly, I say to you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what has been done to the fig tree, but even if you 
say to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown into the sea,’ it will happen. And whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive, if 
you have faith.” (21:20-22) 

Little-Faith: 
• Peter: Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” 

And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son  of 
God.” (14:31-32)   

Great-Faith: 
• Roman Centurion:  When Jesus heard this, he marveled and said to those who followed him, “Truly, I tell you, with no one in 

Israel have I found such faith. 8:10 
• Canaanite Woman:  Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you as you desire.” And her 

daughter was healed instantly. 15:28 
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Miracle 2: Power Over the Physical World: Gentile and Jewish Crowds 15:29-31 
 
Jesus went on from there and walked beside the Sea of Galilee. And he went up on the mountain and sat 
down there.  
And great crowds came to him, bringing with them the lame, the blind, the crippled, the mute, and many 
others, and they put them at his feet, and he healed them, so that the crowd wondered, when they saw 
 the mute speaking,         (Matthew 9:32-33; 11:5; 12:22) 
the crippled healthy,         (Matthew 18:8)  
the lame walking, and         (Matthew 11:5; 18:8; 21:14) 

the blind seeing.          (Matthew 9:27-28; 11:5; 12:22; 20:30-34; 21:14) 

And they glorified the God of Israel. 
 

Healings: Signs of the Messiah 
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; / the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus; 
it shall blossom abundantly / and rejoice with joy and singing. 
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, / the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
They shall see the glory of the LORD, / the majesty of our God. 
Strengthen the weak hands, / and make firm the feeble knees. 
Say to those who have an anxious heart, / “Be strong; fear not! 
Behold, your God / will come with vengeance, 
with the recompense of God. / He will come and save you.” 
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, / and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
 then shall the lame man leap like a deer, / and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. 
For waters break forth in the wilderness, / and streams in the desert; 
the burning sand shall become a pool, / and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, / the grass shall become reeds and rushes.  (Isaiah 35:1-7) 

 
Greater Than Jewish Towns 

“Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have 
repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes.  But I tell you, it will be more bearable on the day of judgment for Tyre and Sidon than for you. 
(Matthew 11:21-22) 

 
Miracle 3: Power Over the Natural World: Gentile Crowds  15:32-39    
 

Then Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I have compassion on the crowd because they have been with 
me now three days and have nothing to eat. And I am unwilling to send them away hungry, lest they faint on 
the way.”  

Compassion 
Crowds—Sent out Apostles  Matthew 9:36 
Crowds—Healed the sick  Matthew 14:14 
Crowds—Feeds 4000   Matthew 15:32 

 
Mother of dead son   Luke 7:13 
Samaritan and half dead man  Luke 10:33 
Father of prodigal son   Luke 15:20 

 
And the disciples said to him, “Where are we to get enough bread in such a desolate place to feed so great a 
crowd?”  
And Jesus said to them, “How many loaves do you have?”  
They said, “Seven, and a few small fish.”  

1. And directing the crowd to sit down on the ground,   
2. he took the seven loaves and the fish, and  
3. having given thanks  
4. he broke them and  
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5. gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds.  
And they all ate and were satisfied.  
And they took up seven baskets full of the broken pieces left over.  
Those who ate were four thousand men, besides women and children.  
And after sending away the crowds, he got into the boat and went to the region of Magadan. 

 
Joseph: Feeds Israel and Egypt 

So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to me, please.” And they came near. And he said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold 
into Egypt. And now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves because you sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve 
life. For the famine has been in the land these two years, and there are yet five years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest.  
And God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who 
sent me here, but God. He has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry and go 
up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; do not tarry.  You shall 
dwell in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children's children, and your flocks, your herds, 
and all that you have. There I will provide for you, for there are yet five years of famine to come, so that you and your household, and all 
that you have, do not come to poverty.’  And now your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see, that it is my mouth that 
speaks to you.  You must tell my father of all my honor in Egypt, and of all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.”   
 
Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin's neck and wept, and Benjamin wept upon his neck. And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon 
them. After that his brothers talked with him. (Genesis 45:4-15) 

 


