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Acceptance of the Kingdom: Jesus Reveals Himself to the Disciples 
Matthew 16:13-28 / June 27, 2020 

 
IDENTITY OF JESUS 

 
JESUS: 

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that 
the Son of Man is?”  

 
DISCIPLES:  

1. And they said, “Some say John the Baptist,   (Herod: Matthew 14:2) 
 

At that time Herod the tetrarch heard about the fame of Jesus, and he said to his servants, “This is John the Baptist. He 
has been raised from the dead; that is why these miraculous powers are at work in him.” (Matthew 14:1-2) 

 
2. others say Elijah, and          

 
And the LORD listened to the voice of Elijah. And the life of the child came into him again, and he revived. And Elijah took 
the child and brought him down from the upper chamber into the house and delivered him to his mother. And Elijah said, 
“See, your son lives.”  And the woman said to Elijah, “Now I know that you are a man of God, and that the word of the 
LORD in your mouth is truth.” (I Kings 17:22-24) 
 

3. others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”   
 

Now the word of the LORD came to me, saying, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I 
consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” (Jeremiah 1:4-5) 

   
JESUS:  

He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”  
 
PETER:  

Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”    
 
 

CHURCH OF JESUS 
 
JESUS:  

And Jesus answered him,  
 

1. “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah!   
 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in 
the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
blameless before him. (Ephesians 1:3-4) 

 
2. For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven.  

 
how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. When you read this, you can 
perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations as 
it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow 
heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. (Ephesians 3:3-6) 
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3. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and   
 

So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the 
household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone,  
in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you also are being 
built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. (Ephesians 2:19-22) 

 
4. the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.   

 
For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic 
powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.  Therefore take up the 
whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. 
(Ephesians 6:12-13) 

5. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and   
 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in 
all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” (Acts 1:8) 

 
6. whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be 

loosed in heaven.”      (Acts 2:37-41) 
 

Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what 
shall we do?” And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your 
children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” And with many other words 
he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation.” So those who 
received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls. (Acts 2:37-41) 

 
Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ. 

 
 

SALVATION OF JESUS 
 
JESUS:  

From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that  
1. he must go to Jerusalem and  
2. suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and  
3. be killed, and  
4. on the third day be raised.  

 
Suffering Servant: Isaiah 

1. Behold, my servant shall act wisely; / he shall be high and lifted up, / and shall be exalted. 
2. As many were astonished at you— / his appearance was so marred, beyond human semblance, / and his form beyond that of the 

children of mankind— 
3. so shall he sprinkle many nations. / Kings shall shut their mouths because of him, 
4. for that which has not been told them they see, / and that which they have not heard they understand. 
5. Who has believed what he has heard from us? / And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 
6. For he grew up before him like a young plant, / and like a root out of dry ground; 
7. he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, / and no beauty that we should desire him. 
8. He was despised and rejected by men, / a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; 
9. and as one from whom men hide their faces / he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
10. Surely he has borne our griefs / and carried our sorrows; 
11. yet we esteemed him stricken, / smitten by God, and afflicted. 
12. But he was pierced for our transgressions; / he was crushed for our iniquities; 
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13. upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, / and with his wounds we are healed. 
14. All we like sheep have gone astray; / we have turned—every one—to his own way; 
15. and the LORD has laid on him / the iniquity of us all. 
16. He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, / yet he opened not his mouth; 
17. like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, / and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, / so he opened not his mouth. 
18. By oppression and judgment he was taken away; / and as for his generation, who considered 
19. that he was cut off out of the land of the living, / stricken for the transgression of my people? 
20. And they made his grave with the wicked / and with a rich man in his death, 
21. although he had done no violence, / and there was no deceit in his mouth. 
22. Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; / he has put him to grief; 
23. when his soul makes an offering for guilt, / he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; 
24. the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 
25. Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; 
26. by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, / make many to be accounted righteous, / and he shall bear their iniquities. 
27. Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, / and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, 
28. because he poured out his soul to death / and was numbered with the transgressors; 
29. yet he bore the sin of many, / and makes intercession for the transgressors. (Isaiah 52:13-53:12) 

 
PETER:  

And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never 
happen to you.”  
 

 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to 
stand against the schemes of the devil.  For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
places. (Ephesians 6:10-12) 

 
JESUS:  

But he turned and said to Peter,  
1. “Get behind me, Satan!  
2. You are a hindrance to me.  
3. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.” 

 
He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” And the woman said to the 
serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden,  but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is 
in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not 
surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and 
evil.” (Genesis 3:1b-5) 

 
DISCIPLESHIP OF JESUS 

 
JESUS:  

Then Jesus told his disciples,  
 
Surrender Your Life for Death:  
“If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.  
For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.  

 
Abraham: Example of Discipleship 

 
When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in order and 
bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the 
knife to slaughter his son.  
But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.”  He said, 
“Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld 
your son, your only son, from me.”  



 4 

And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And 
Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son.  So Abraham called the name of 
that place, “The LORD will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided.” (Genesis 
22:9-14) 

 
Surrender the Temporary for Eternal 
For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul?  
Or what shall a man give in return for his soul?  

 
Rich Man and Lazarus 

 
“There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every day.  
And at his gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich 
man's table. Moreover, even the dogs came and licked his sores. The poor man died and was carried by the angels to 
Abraham's side.  
The rich man also died and was buried, and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far off and 
Lazarus at his side. And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in 
water and cool my tongue, for I am in anguish in this flame.’  
But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that you in your lifetime received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner bad 
things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in anguish. And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has 
been fixed, in order that those who would pass from here to you may not be able, and none may cross from there to us.’ 
And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father's house—for I have five brothers—so that he may warn 
them, lest they also come into this place of torment.’   
But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.’  
And he said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’  
 He said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone should rise from 
the dead.’” (Luke 16:19-31) 

 
Surrender the Present for the Future 
For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay each 
person according to what he has done.  
Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste death until they see the Son of Man 
coming in his kingdom.” 

 
Jesus’ Ascension: Preview of Jesus’ Return  

 
And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, and said, “Men of 
Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same 
way as you saw him go into heaven.” (Acts 1:10-11) 


