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Acceptance of the Kingdom: Jesus Reveals His Nature 
Matthew 17:1-13 / July 11, 2020 

 
 
And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and John his brother, and led them up a high mountain by 
themselves. (17:1) 

 
Garden of Eden on a Mountain 

You were in Eden, the garden of God; / every precious stone was your covering, / sardius, topaz, and diamond, / beryl, onyx, and jasper, / 
sapphire, emerald, and carbuncle; / and crafted in gold were your settings / and your engravings. / On the day that you were created / 
they were prepared. / You were an anointed guardian cherub. / I placed you; you were on the holy mountain of God; / in the midst of the 
stones of fire you walked. (Ezekiel 28:13-14) 

 
Abraham and Isaac on a Mountain 

After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, 
whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 
(Genesis 22:1-2) 

 
Moses and the Burning Bush on the Mountain 

Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian, and he led his flock to the west side of the wilderness 
and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. (Exodus 3:1) 

 
Moses on the Mountain of God 

Then he said to Moses, “Come up to the LORD, you and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel, and worship from 
afar. Moses alone shall come near to the LORD, but the others shall not come near, and the people shall not come up with him.” (Exodus 
24:1) 
 

Elijah on the Mountain of God  
And he arose and ate and drank, and went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb, the mount of God. 
The Lord Speaks to Elijah There he came to a cave and lodged in it. And behold, the word of the LORD came to him, and he said to him, 
“What are you doing here, Elijah?” He said, “I have been very jealous for the LORD, the God of hosts. For the people of Israel have 
forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword, and I, even I only, am left, and they seek my 
life, to take it away.” And he said, “Go out and stand on the mount before the LORD.” (I Kings 19:8-11) 

 
Jesus Encounters God on the Mountain 

Confronts Satan:  Matt 4:8   Prays:  Matt14:23  Teach: Matt 5:1  Ascended into Heaven:  Acts 1:10-12 
 

Mount Zion and God’s Presence 
But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, 
and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made 
perfect,  and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. 
(Hebrews 12:22-24) 
 

And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became white as light. (17:2) 
 

Moses’ Transfigured Face 
When Moses came down from Mount Sinai, with the two tablets of the testimony in his hand as he came down from the mountain, Moses 
did not know that the skin of his face shone because he had been talking with God.  Aaron and all the people of Israel saw Moses, and 
behold, the skin of his face shone, and they were afraid to come near him. But Moses called to them, and Aaron and all the leaders of the 
congregation returned to him, and Moses talked with them. Afterward all the people of Israel came near, and he commanded them all 
that the LORD had spoken with him in Mount Sinai.  And when Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil over his face. 
Whenever Moses went in before the LORD to speak with him, he would remove the veil, until he came out. And when he came out and 
told the people of Israel what he was commanded, the people of Israel would see the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses' face was 
shining. And Moses would put the veil over his face again, until he went in to speak with him. (Exodus 34:29-35) 
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And behold, there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. (17:3) 
 

Moses and Elijah: Two Witness at the End Times 
They have the power to shut the sky, that no rain may fall during the days of their prophesying, and they have power over the waters to 
turn them into blood and to strike the earth with every kind of plague, as often as they desire. (Revelation 11:6) 
 

And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish, I will make three tents here, one for you and 
one for Moses and one for Elijah.” (17:4) 

 
Feast of Booths 

Then everyone who survives of all the nations that have come against Jerusalem shall go up year after year to worship the King, the LORD 
of hosts, and to keep the Feast of Booths. (Zechariah 14:16) 
 

He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my 
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” (17:5) 

 
Cloud: God’s Glory 

CLOUD LEADS ISRAEL IN THE WILDERNESS: And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead them along the way, and by 
night in a pillar of fire to give them light, that they might travel by day and by night. The pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night 
did not depart from before the people. (Exodus 13:21-22) 

 
CLOUD REVEALED ON THE MOUNTAIN: Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. The glory of the LORD 
dwelt on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days. And on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the midst of the cloud. Now the 
appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. Moses 
entered the cloud and went up on the mountain. And Moses was on the mountain forty days and forty nights. (Exodus 24:15-18) 
 
CLOUD COVERED THE TABERNACLE: Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. And 
Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 
Throughout all their journeys, whenever the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the people of Israel would set out.  But if the 
cloud was not taken up, then they did not set out till the day that it was taken up.  For the cloud of the LORD was on the tabernacle by day, 
and fire was in it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel throughout all their journeys. (Exodus 40:34-38) 
 
JESUS ACENDS ON A CLOUD: He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him 
out of their sight. (Acts 1:7-9) 
 
JESUS WILL COME ON A CLOUD: Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and all 
tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen. “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was 
and who is to come, the Almighty.” (Revelation 1:7-8) 

 
Voice from Heaven: Word of God 

VOICE FROM THE CLOUD ON THE MOUNTAIN: The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and wait there, that I may give 
you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have written for their instruction.” So Moses rose with his assistant 
Joshua, and Moses went up into the mountain of God. And he said to the elders, “Wait here for us until we return to you. And behold, 
Aaron and Hur are with you. Whoever has a dispute, let him go to them.” Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered 
the mountain. (Exodus 24:12-15) 

 
Voice from Heaven: Listen to a Prophet Like Moses 

VOICE FROM THE MOUNTAIN: LISTEN TO THE PROPHET: “The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, 
from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen—  just as you desired of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly, when 
you said, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God or see this great fire any more, lest I die.’ And the LORD said to me, ‘They 
are right in what they have spoken.  I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I will put my words in his 
mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him. And whoever will not listen to my words that he shall speak in my name, I 
myself will require it of him.  But the prophet who presumes to speak a word in my name that I have not commanded him to speak, or 
who speaks in the name of other gods, that same prophet shall die.’ And if you say in your heart, ‘How may we know the word that the 
LORD has not spoken?’—  when a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the word does not come to pass or come true, that is a word 
that the LORD has not spoken; the prophet has spoken it presumptuously. You need not be afraid of him. (Deuteronomy 18:15-22) 
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When the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were terrified. But Jesus came and touched them, saying, 
“Rise, and have no fear.” And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only. (17:6-8) 
 

Fear Not 
ABRAHAM: After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be 
very great.” (Genesis 15:1) 
 
HAGAR: And God heard the voice of the boy, and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven and said to her, “What troubles you, 
Hagar? Fear not, for God has heard the voice of the boy where he is. (Genesis 21:17) 
 
ISSAC: And the LORD appeared to him the same night and said, “I am the God of Abraham your father. Fear not, for I am with you and will 
bless you and multiply your offspring for my servant Abraham's sake.” So he built an altar there and called upon the name of the LORD and 
pitched his tent there. And there Isaac's servants dug a well. (Genesis 26:24-25) 
 
RACHEL: And when her labor was at its hardest, the midwife said to her, “Do not fear, for you have another son.” And as her soul was 
departing (for she was dying), she called his name Ben-oni; but his father called him Benjamin. So Rachel died, and she was buried on the 
way to Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem), and Jacob set up a pillar over her tomb. It is the pillar of Rachel's tomb, which is there to this day. 
(Genesis 35:17-20) 

 
And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Tell no one the vision, until the Son of 
Man is raised from the dead.” (17:9) 
 
And the disciples asked him, “Then why do the scribes say that first Elijah must come?”  (17:10) 

 
He answered,  
1. “Elijah does come, and he will restore all things.  

 
In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 3 For 
this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way 
of the Lord; make his paths straight.’” (Matthew 3:1-3) 
 

2. But I tell you that Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize him, but did to him whatever they pleased.  
 
“I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to 
carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor 
and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” (Matthew 3:11-12) 
 

3. So also the Son of Man will certainly suffer at their hands.” (17:11-12) 
 
JESUS BAPTIZED: But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he 
consented. And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to 
him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him;  and behold, a voice from heaven said, 
“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” (Matthew 3:15-17) 
 
BAPTISIM OF DEATH: What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? By no means! How can we 
who died to sin still live in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. (Romans 6:1-4) 

 
Then the disciples understood that he was speaking to them of John the Baptist. (17:13) 
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The Transfiguration and the Cross: Contrast in Nature 
 

Transfiguration Cross 
Peter, James, John DISCIPLES FLED: But all this has taken place that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.” 

Then all the disciples left him and fled. (Matthew 26:56) And Peter remembered the saying of Jesus, 
“Before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly. 
(Matthew 26:75) 

 
Private and Secret PUBLIC: And all the people answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” Then he released 

for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, delivered him to be crucified. (Matthew 27:25-26) 
 

Bright Clothes and Face CLOTHES TORN; FACE BEATEN: Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor's 
headquarters, and they gathered the whole battalion before him. And they stripped him and put a 
scarlet robe on him, and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed 
in his right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!”  And 
they spit on him and took the reed and struck him on the head. And when they had mocked him, 
they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him and led him away to crucify him. 

 
My Son: Listen to Him MOCKING SIGN: And over his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the 

King of the Jews.” (Matthew 27:37) 
 

Moses and Elijah TWO THIEVES: Then two robbers were crucified with him, one on the right and one on the left. And 
those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads and saying, “You who would destroy the 
temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the 
cross.”  So also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked him, saying, “He saved others; 
he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down now from the cross, and we will 
believe in him.  He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he desires him. For he said, ‘I am the 
Son of God.’” And the robbers who were crucified with him also reviled him in the same way. 
(Matthew 27:38-44) 

 
Cloud DARKNESS: Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. 

(Matthew 27:45) 
 

Voice SILENCE: And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema 
sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” (Matthew 27:46) 

 
Elijah CALLING ELIJAH: And some of the bystanders, hearing it, said, “This man is calling Elijah.”  And one 

of them at once ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed and gave it to 
him to drink.  But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” And Jesus 
cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit. (Matthew 27:47-50) 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


