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Baptism of Jesus: Fulfillment of God’s Righteousness as God’s Son 
Matthew 3:1-23 / January 18, 2020 

JOHN THE BAPTIST 

1. JOHN’S MESSAGE: The Prophets’ Message of Repentance of  Sins (3:1-4)

In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea,
• “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
• For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, “The voice of one crying in the

wilderness:
• ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.’”

o Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
o Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,/ and cry to her
o that her warfare is ended, /  that her iniquity is pardoned,
o that she has received from the Lord's hand / double for all her sins.

o A voice cries:
o “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; / make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
o Every valley shall be lifted up, / and every mountain and hill be made low; 
o the uneven ground shall become level, / and the rough places a plain.
o And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, / and all flesh shall see it together, / for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 

o A voice says, “Cry!” /  And I said, “What shall I cry?”
o All flesh is grass, / and all its beauty[d] is like the flower of the field.
o The grass withers, the flower fades / when the breath of the Lord blows on it; / surely the people are grass.
o The grass withers, the flower fades, / but the word of our God will stand forever. (Isaiah 40:1-8)

Isaiah 40-48: Repentance and Forgiveness  

A). The Good News for Jerusalem: Forgiveness 40:1-31 
B). God, superior to the idols, is raising up one from the east 41:1-20 

C) God’s challenge to the idols: Can they tell the future? 41:21-42:17 
D) God’s call to Israel to repentance 42:18-43:7 

C1) God’s challenge to the idols: Can they tell the future as he can? 43:8-45:19 
B1) God, superior to the idols, is calling a bird of prey from the east 45:20-46:13 

A1) Bad News for Babylon: Punishment 47:1-48:22  

2. JOHN’S POSITION: A Prophet in the line of Elijah and Samuel (3:4)

Now John wore a garment of camel's hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild
honey.

Elijah and John the Baptist: Foreshadowing Jesus 

He said to them, “What kind of man was he who came to meet you and told you these things?” They answered him, “He 
wore a garment of hair, with a belt of leather about his waist.” And he said, “It is Elijah the Tishbite.”;    (2 Kings 1:7-8) 

“For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when tall the arrogant and tall evildoers will be stubble. The day 
that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. But for 
you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves 
from the stall. And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when 
I act, says the LORD of hosts.  
“Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and rules that I commanded him at Horeb for all Israel.  
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“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes. And he will turn the 
hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with a 
decree of utter destruction.” (Malachi 4:1-6) 

And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Tell no one the vision, until the Son of Man is 
raised from the dead.” And the disciples asked him, “Then why do the scribes say that first Elijah must come?” He 
answered,  
“Elijah does come, and he will restore all things. But I tell you that Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize 
him, but did to him whatever they pleased. So also the Son of Man will certainly suffer at their hands.” Then the 
disciples understood that he was speaking to them of John the Baptist. (Matthew 17:9-13) 

Samuel and John the Baptist: Foreshadowing Jesus 

I Samuel SAMUEL 
“I have asked for him from the Lord” 

JOHN THE BAPTIST 
“The Lord graciously gave” 

Luke 

1:5 Barren Mother Barren Mother 1:7 
1:9-18 Hannah’s Revelation in the Tabernacle Zechariah’s Revelation in the Temple 1:8-14 
1:21-28 Dedicated to the Lord Dedicated to the Lord 1:15-17 
2:1-10 Hannah’s Prayer Zechariah’s Prayer 1:67-79 
2:26 Growth of the Child Growth of the Child 1:80 
3:1 God’s Word was Rare God’s Word was Rare 1:17/ Mal 4:5  
3:10-15 Message of Judgment/Repentance Message of Judgment/Repentance 3:3 
7:3-14 Preparation for the Ark Preparation for Jesus 3:4-6 

3. JOHN’S RESULTS: True and False Repentance (3:5-6) 

Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan 
• were going out to him, and
• they were baptized by him in the river Jordan,
• confessing their sins.

False Repentance (3:7-10) 

But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them,  
• Hypocrisy:     “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  
• No Works of Faith:  Bear fruit in keeping with repentance.  
• Human Tradition:   And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell 

you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 
• Self-Righteousness:  Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not

bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 

JESUS 

1. JESUS’ MISSION: Forgiveness and Judgment  (3:11-12)

“I baptize you with water for repentance,
• but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry.
• He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.
• His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn,

but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
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Baptism of the Holy Spirt and Fire 

Isaiah Ezekiel Joel 
1. There shall come forth a shoot from

the stump of Jesse, and a branch from
his roots shall bear fruit. 

2. And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest
upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the Spirit of counsel
and might, the Spirit of knowledge and
the fear of the LORD. 

3. And his delight shall be in the fear of the
LORD. 

4. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
or decide disputes by what his ears
hear, 

5. but with righteousness he shall judge 
the poor, and decide with equity for the
meek of the earth; 

6. and he shall strike the earth with the
rod of his mouth, and with the breath of
his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

7. Righteousness shall be the belt of his
waist, and faithfulness the belt of his 
loins. (Isaiah 11:1-5) 

1. I will sprinkle clean water on you, and
you shall be clean from all your
uncleannesses, and from all your idols
I will cleanse you. 

2. And I will give you a new heart, and a
new spirit I will put within you. 

3. And I will remove the heart of stone 
from your flesh and give you a heart of 
flesh. 

4. And I will put my Spirit within you, and 
cause you to walk in my statutes and
be careful to obey my rules. 

5. You shall dwell in the land that I gave
to your fathers, and you shall be my
people, and I will be your God. 

6. And I will deliver you from all your
uncleannesses. 

7. And I will summon the grain and make 
it abundant and lay no famine upon
you. I will make the fruit of the tree 
and the increase of the field abundant,
that you may never again suffer the
disgrace of famine among the nations.
(Ezekiel 36:25-30) 

1. “And it shall come to pass afterward,
that I will pour out my Spirit on all
flesh; 

2. your sons and your daughters shall
prophesy, 

3. your old men shall dream dreams,
4. and your young men shall see visions.
5. Even on the male and female servants

in those days I will pour out my Spirit. 
6. “And I will show wonders in the

heavens and on the earth, blood and 
fire and columns of smoke. 

7. The sun shall be turned to darkness,
and the moon to blood, before the
great and awesome day of the LORD
comes. 

8. And it shall come to pass that
everyone who calls on the name of the 
LORD shall be saved. For in Mount
Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be 
those who escape, as the LORD has
said, and among the survivors shall be
those whom the LORD calls. (Joel 2:28-
32) 

Acts 2 
When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place.  And suddenly there came from heaven a sound 
like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. And divided tongues as of fire appeared 
to them and rested on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

Incarnation “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works and wonders and 
signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know—  

Crucifixion this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands 
of lawless men.   

Resurrection God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it. 
This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses.  

Ascension Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he 
has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing.Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that 
God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” Now when they heard this they were cut to 
the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 

Repentance And Peter said to them, “Repent and  
Baptism be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 

Forgiveness for the forgiveness of your sins, and 
Holy Spirit you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, 

everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” (Acts 2) 

2. JESUS’ BAPTISM: Fulfillment of the Righteousness of God (3:13-15)

• Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him.
• John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”
• But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he

consented.

Righteousness of Jesus: Holiness and Perfection in the book of Matthew 

1. But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 3:15
2. “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.   5:6
3. “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  5:10
4. For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.

5:20 
5. “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by them, for then you will have no reward from

your Father who is in heaven.  6:1 
6. But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.    6:33
7. For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed

him. And even when you saw it, you did not afterward change your minds and believe him.      21:32 
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Righteousness of God: Salvation of Jesus in the Book of Romans 

But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 
the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe.  
Justification For there is no distinction:  for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a 

gift, 
Redemption through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
Propitiation whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's 

righteousness,  
Forbearance because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. It was to show his righteousness at the present 

time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. (Romans 3:21-26) 

3. JESUS’ ANOINTING: The Son of God   (3:16-17)

And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold,
1. the heavens were opened to him, and
2. he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him;
3. and behold, a voice from heaven said,
4. “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”

Jesus’ Baptism: Fulfillment of God’s Creation 

1. HEAVENS: In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.  
2. SPIRIT: The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of  

God was hovering over the face of the waters. 
3. VOICE: And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.  
4. WELL-PLEASED:  And God saw that the light was good. (Genesis 1:1-3) 

Psalm 2: Jesus, the Son of God 

A) Frightening counsel of the Kings of the Nations to plot against God      (2:1-3) 
Why do the nations rage / and the peoples plot in vain? 
The kings of the earth set themselves, / and the rulers take counsel together, / against the LORD and against his Anointed, saying,
“Let us burst their bonds apart / and cast away their cords from us.” 

B) God declares his appointment of a king (2:4-6) 
He who sits in the heavens laughs; / the Lord holds them in derision. 
Then he will speak to them in his wrath, / and terrify them in his fury, saying, 
“As for me, I have set my King / on Zion, my holy hill.” 

B1)   God declares His king to be His Son (2:7-9) 
I will tell of the decree: 
The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; / today I have begotten you. 
Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, / and the ends of the earth your possession. 
You shall break them with a rod of iron / and dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel.” 

A1)  Joyful counsel for the Kings of the nations to serve God (2:10-12) 
Now therefore, O kings, be wise; / be warned, O rulers of the earth. 
Serve the LORD with fear, / and rejoice with trembling. 
Kiss the Son, / lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, / for his wrath is quickly kindled. 
Blessed are all who take refuge in him. 

Anointing of David by Samuel: Foreshadowing the Anointing of Jesus by John the Baptist 

When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD's anointed is before him.” But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do 
not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him. For the LORD sees not as man sees: man 
looks on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab and made him pass before 
Samuel. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the 
LORD chosen this one.” And Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not 
chosen these.” Then Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but behold, he 
is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and get him, for we will not sit down till he comes here.” And he sent and 
brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had beautiful eyes and was handsome. And the LORD said, “Arise, anoint him, for this is he.” 
Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers. And the Spirit of the LORD rushed upon David 
from that day forward. And Samuel rose up and went to Ramah. (I Samuel 16:6-13) 


