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Jesus and Satan in the Wilderness: Jesus’ Fulfillment of God’s Authority 
Matthew 4:1-11 / January 25, 2020 

 
 
Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And after fasting forty days and 
forty nights, he was hungry.  
 

Wilderness 
 

Hagar Angel found her Gen 16:7 
Joseph Thrown into a well Gen 37:22 
Moses Kept his flock Ex 3:1 
Aaron Met Moses Ex 4:27 
Moses God led Israel Ex 13:18 
David Tending sheep I Sam 17:28 
David Fled Saul in Ziph I Sam 23:14 

David Fled Saul in Maon I Sam 23:24 
David Fled Saul in Engedi I Sam 24:1 
David Death of Samuel; Paran I Sam 25:1 
Elijah Asked to die I Kig 19:4-5 
Job Children died Job 1:19 
Isaiah John Baptist Isaiah 40:3 
John Saw a woman Rev 17:3

 
Forty 

 

Noah 40 days rain Gen 7:4 
Jacob 40 days embalming Gen 50:2-3 
Moses 40 days on Mt. fasting Ex 24:18 
Spies 40 days spying the land Num 13:25 
Israel 40 years in wilderness Num 14:34 
Joshua 40 years old as spy Joshua 14:7 
Othniel 40 years of rest in the land Jud 3:10-11 
Deborah 40 years of rest in the land Jud 5:31 

Gideon 40 years of rest in the land Judges 8:28 
Philistines 40 years of rule over Israel Judges 13:1 
Goliath 40 days taunted Israel I Sam 17:16 
David 40  year reign I Kings 2:11 
Solomon 40  year reign I Kings 11:42 
Elijah 40 days of strength I Kings 19:8 
Jonah 40 days before destruction Jonah 3:4 
Jesus 40 days after the resurrection  Acts 1:3

 

Testing and Satan 
 

Adam:  The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it. And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You 
may surely eat of every tree of the garden,  but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you 
shall surely die.” (Genesis 2:15-17) 
 He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?”  
And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat 
of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’”  
But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” (Genesis 3:1-5) 
 

Job: Then Satan answered the LORD and said, “Does Job fear God for no reason? Have you not put a hedge around him and his house and all that 
he has, on every side? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land. But stretch out your hand and 
touch all that he has, and he will curse you to your face.” And the LORD said to Satan, “Behold, all that he has is in your hand. Only against 
him do not stretch out your hand.” So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD. (Job 1:9-12) 

 
David: Then Satan stood against Israel and incited David to number Israel. So David said to Joab and the commanders of the army, “Go, number 

Israel, from Beersheba to Dan, and bring me a report, that I may know their number.”  But Joab said, “May the LORD add to his people a 
hundred times as many as they are! Are they not, my lord the king, all of them my lord's servants? Why then should my lord require this? Why 
should it be a cause of guilt for Israel?”  (I Chronicles 21:1-3) 

 
Judas: Then Satan entered into Judas called Iscariot, who was of the number of the twelve. He went away and conferred with the chief priests and 

officers how he might betray him to them. (Luke 22:3-4) 
 
Peter: And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.”  But he turned and said 

to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.” 
(Matthew 16:22-23) 
“Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat, 32 but I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. 
And when you have turned again, strengthen your brothers.” (Luke 22:31-32) 

 
Ananias: But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back for yourself part of the proceeds of the land? 

(Acts 5:3) 
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Smyrna: Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and for ten days 
you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life. (Revelation 2:10) 

 
Satan: And they marched up over the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, but fire came down from 

heaven and consumed them, and the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and the false 
prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. (Revelation 20:9-10) 

 
 

Matthew 4:1-11 
 
1. Self-preservation: Your need for your physical needs to be met 

And the tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become 
loaves of bread.”  

 
Trust God to Provide Because of What He Has Done 

But he answered, “It is written, “‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the 
mouth of God.’”  (Deut 8:3) 

 
 
 
2. Spiritual-preservation: Your need for God to prove himself to you regularly 

Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple and said to him, “If you 
are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, “‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ 
and “‘On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.’”  

 
He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. 
I will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my fortress, / my God, in whom I trust.” 
For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler / and from the deadly pestilence. 
He will cover you with his pinions, / and under his wings you will find refuge; / his faithfulness is a shield and buckler. 
You will not fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow that flies by day, 
nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness, / nor the destruction that wastes at noonday. 
A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at your right hand, / but it will not come near you. 
You will only look with your eyes / and see the recompense of the wicked. 
Because you have made the LORD your dwelling place— / the Most High, who is my refuge— 
no evil shall be allowed to befall you, / no plague come near your tent. 
For he will command his angels concerning you / to guard you in all your ways. 
On their hands they will bear you up, / lest you strike your foot against a stone. 
You will tread on the lion and the adder; / the young lion and the serpent you will trample underfoot. 
“Because he holds fast to me in love, I will deliver him; / I will protect him, because he knows my name. 
When he calls to me, I will answer him; / I will be with him in trouble; / I will rescue him and honor him. 
With long life I will satisfy him / and show him my salvation.” (Psalm 91) 

 
 

Don’t test God to prove His existence Because of What God Will Do 
Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’”  (Deut 6:16) 

 
3. Social-preservation: Your need for applause and acceptance of others 

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their 
glory. And he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.”  

 
Give applause and acceptance to God Because of  Who God Is 

Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, “‘You shall worship the Lord your God and him 
only shall you serve.’” (Deut 6:13) 

 
Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him. 
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TEMPTATIONS OF JESUS 
LOCATION TEST SATAN JESUS EXPLANATION MATTHEW 4 GENESIS 3 I JOHN 2 PRINCIPLES 

Wilderness Physical 
Survival 

Eat Don’t Eat Live by God’s Word Eat when  
you turn the stones 

into bread 

Eat the fruit 
because it is 

good for 
food 

Cravings of 
the Sinful 

Man 

FAITH 

Trust God for 

what He has Done 

Temple Spiritual 
Security 

Jump Don’t Jump Don’t Test God Angels will protect 
you when you jump 

You will not 
die, but it is 
pleasing to 

the Eye 

Lust of the 
Eyes 

HOPE 

Hope in God for 

what He will Do 

Mountain Social 
Significance 

Bow Don’t Bow Worship and Serve 
God 

All the kingdoms 
will be given to you 
when you worship 

Satan 

You will be 
like God, 
filled with 
wisdom 

Boasting of 
what we 

have and do 

LOVE 

Worship God for 

Who He Is 

 

 
DEUTERONOMY 6-8 (ESV) 

 
HOPE: Don’t Jump, But Trust God for What He Will Do 

 “Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the rules—that the LORD your God commanded me to teach you, that you may do them in the land to which you are 
going over, to possess it, that you may fear the LORD your God, you and your son and your son's son, by keeping all his statutes and his commandments, which I 
command you, all the days of your life, and that your days may be long. Hear therefore, O Israel, and be careful to do them, that it may go well with you, and that you 
may multiply greatly, as the LORD, the God of your fathers, has promised you, in a land flowing with milk and honey. (6:1-3) 
 

LOVE: Don’t Bow, But Worship God for Who He Is 
 “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. And 
these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and 
when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You 
shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. (6:4-9) 
 

HOPE: Don’t Jump, But Trust God for What He Will Do 
 “And when the LORD your God brings you into the land that he swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give you—with great and good cities 
that you did not build, and houses full of all good things that you did not fill, and cisterns that you did not dig, and vineyards and olive trees that you did not plant—and 
when you eat and are full, then take care lest you forget the LORD, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. (6:10-12 
 

LOVE: Don’t Bow, But Worship God for Who He Is 
It is the LORD your God you shall fear. Him you shall serve and by his name you shall swear. You shall not go after other gods, the gods of the peoples who are 
around you—for the LORD your God in your midst is a jealous God—lest the anger of the LORD your God be kindled against you, and he destroy you from off the face 
of the earth.  (6:13-15)  
 

HOPE: Don’t Jump, But Trust God for What He Will Do 
“You shall not put the LORD your God to the test, as you tested him at Massah. (Exodus 17:7: testing)  You shall diligently keep the commandments of the LORD your 
God, and his testimonies and his statutes, which he has commanded you. And you shall do what is right and good in the sight of the LORD, that it may go well with you, 
and that you may go in and take possession of the good land that the LORD swore to give to your fathers by thrusting out all your enemies from before you, as the 
LORD has promised.  (6:16-19) 
 

FAITH:  Don’t Eat, But Trust God for What He Has Done 
 “When your son asks you in time to come, ‘What is the meaning of the testimonies and the statutes and the rules that the LORD our God has commanded you?’ then 
you shall say to your son, ‘We were Pharaoh's slaves in Egypt. And the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand. And the LORD showed signs and wonders, 
great and grievous, against Egypt and against Pharaoh and all his household, before our eyes. And he brought us out from there, that he might bring us in and give us 
the land that he swore to give to our fathers. And the LORD commanded us to do all these statutes, to fear the LORD our God, for our good always, that he might 
preserve us alive, as we are this day. And it will be righteousness for us, if we are careful to do all this commandment before the LORD our God, as he has commanded 
us.’ (6:20-25) 
 

HOPE: Don’t Jump, But Trust God for What He Will Do 
 “When the LORD your God brings you into the land that you are entering to take possession of it, and clears away many nations before you, the Hittites, the Girgashites, 
the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, seven nations more numerous and mightier than you, and when the LORD your God gives 
them over to you, and you defeat them, then you must devote them to complete destruction. You shall make no covenant with them and show no mercy to them. You shall 
not intermarry with them, giving your daughters to their sons or taking their daughters for your sons, for they would turn away your sons from following me, to serve 
other gods. Then the anger of the LORD would be kindled against you, and he would destroy you quickly. But thus shall you deal with them: you shall break down their 
altars and dash in pieces their pillars and chop down their Asherim and burn their carved images with fire.  (7:1-5) 
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LOVE: Don’t Bow, But Worship God for Who He Is 
“For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you to be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on 
the face of the earth. It was not because you were more in number than any other people that the LORD set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all 
peoples, but it is because the LORD loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to your fathers, that the LORD has brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed 
you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. Know therefore that the LORD your God is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant and 
steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations, and repays to their face those who hate him, by destroying them. He will 
not be slack with one who hates him. He will repay him to his face. You shall therefore be careful to do the commandment and the statutes and the rules that I command 
you today.  (7:6-11)  
 

HOPE: Don’t Jump, But Trust God for What He Will Do 
“And because you listen to these rules and keep and do them, the LORD your God will keep with you the covenant and the steadfast love that he swore to your fathers. 
He will love you, bless you, and multiply you. He will also bless the fruit of your womb and the fruit of your ground, your grain and your wine and your oil, the increase 
of your herds and the young of your flock, in the land that he swore to your fathers to give you. You shall be blessed above all peoples. There shall not be male or female 
barren among you or among your livestock. And the LORD will take away from you all sickness, and none of the evil diseases of Egypt, which you knew, will he inflict 
on you, but he will lay them on all who hate you. And you shall consume all the peoples that the LORD your God will give over to you. Your eye shall not pity them, 
neither shall you serve their gods, for that would be a snare to you.  (7:12-16)  
 

FAITH:  Don’t Eat, But Trust God for What He Has Done 
“If you say in your heart, ‘These nations are greater than I. How can I dispossess them?’ you shall not be afraid of them but you shall remember what the LORD your 
God did to Pharaoh and to all Egypt, the great trials that your eyes saw, the signs, the wonders, the mighty hand, and the outstretched arm, by which the LORD your 
God brought you out. (7:17-19a) 

HOPE: Don’t Jump, But Trust God for What He Will Do 
So will the LORD your God do to all the peoples of whom you are afraid. Moreover, the LORD your God will send hornets among them, until those who are left and 
hide themselves from you are destroyed. You shall not be in dread of them, for the LORD your God is in your midst, a great and awesome God. The LORD your God 
will clear away these nations before you little by little. You may not make an end of them at once, lest the wild beasts grow too numerous for you. But the LORD your 
God will give them over to you and throw them into great confusion, until they are destroyed. And he will give their kings into your hand, and you shall make their name 
perish from under heaven. No one shall be able to stand against you until you have destroyed them. The carved images of their gods you shall burn with fire. You shall 
not covet the silver or the gold that is on them or take it for yourselves, lest you be ensnared by it, for it is an abomination to the LORD your God. And you shall not 
bring an abominable thing into your house and become devoted to destruction like it. You shall utterly detest and abhor it, for it is devoted to destruction.  (7:19b-26) 
 

FAITH:  Don’t Eat, But Trust God for What He Has Done 
 “The whole commandment that I command you today you shall be careful to do, that you may live and multiply, and go in and possess the land that the LORD swore to 
give to your fathers. And you shall remember the whole way that the LORD your God has led you these forty years in the wilderness, that he might humble you, testing 
you to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep his commandments or not. And he humbled you and let you hunger and fed you with manna, which you did 
not know, nor did your fathers know, that he might make you know that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word that comes from the mouth of 
the LORD. Your clothing did not wear out on you and your foot did not swell these forty years. Know then in your heart that, as a man disciplines his son, the LORD 
your God disciplines you. So you shall keep the commandments of the LORD your God by walking in his ways and by fearing him. (8:1-6) 
 

HOPE: Don’t Jump, But Trust God for What He Will Do 
For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and springs, flowing out in the valleys and hills, a land of wheat and 
barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, a land in which you will eat bread without scarcity, in which you will lack nothing, a 
land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills you can dig copper. And you shall eat and be full, and you shall bless the LORD your God for the good land he has 
given you. (8:7-10) 
 

FAITH: Don’t Eat, But Trust God for What He Has Done 
“Take care lest you forget the LORD your God by not keeping his commandments and his rules and his statutes, which I command you today, lest, when you have eaten 
and are full and have built good houses and live in them, and when your herds and flocks multiply and your silver and gold is multiplied and all that you have is 
multiplied, then your heart be lifted up, and you forget the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, who led you through 
the great and terrifying wilderness, with its fiery serpents and scorpions and thirsty ground where there was no water, who brought you water out of the flinty rock, who 
fed you in the wilderness with manna that your fathers did not know, that he might humble you and test you, to do you good in the end. (8:11-16) 
 

LOVE: Don’t Bow, But Worship God for Who He Is 
Beware lest you say in your heart, ‘My power and the might of my hand have gotten me this wealth.’ You shall remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you 
power to get wealth, that he may confirm his covenant that he swore to your fathers, as it is this day. And if you forget the LORD your God and go after other gods 
and serve them and worship them, I solemnly warn you today that you shall surely perish. Like the nations that the LORD makes to perish before you, so shall you 
perish, because you would not obey the voice of the LORD your God. (8:17-20) 


