
God’s Scandalously Fair Judgment: The Other Side of God’s Scandalously Unfair Grace
Nahum 1

Assyria… Assyrian King Dates Passage
1 Exacts tribute from Jehu, king of Israel. SHALMANESER III 858-824 2 Kings 

2 Exacts tribute from Jehoash, king of Israel and attacks Damascus. ADAD-NIRARI III 811-783 2 Kings 13

3 Repents in the city of Nineveh during the ministry of Jonah  ASHUR-DAYAN III
ASHUR-NIRARI V

772-755
754-745

2 Kings 14: 
23-29; Jonah

4 Receives payment from King Menahem, king of Israel. TIGLATH-PHILESER III 744-742 2 Kings 15:17-
20

5 Captures the northern part of Israel (Galilee) under Pekah, king of 
Israel.

733-732 2 Kings 15:29-
30

6 Defeats the Northern Kingdom and Syria and prevents an attack on 
Jerusalem under Judah’s King Ahaz.

733-732 2 Kings 16:5-9

7 Receives tribute from Hoshea, king of Israel, and then captures 
Samaria. 

SHALMANESER V 727-722 2 Kings 17:1-
5; 18:9-12 

8 Captures Samaria and destroys the Northern Kingdom as a judgment 
upon Israel and as a warning to Judah. 

SARGON II 721 2 Kings 17:6; 
17:7-23

9 Brings foreigners into Israel to mix with the Jews. 721-705 2 Kings 17:24-
41

1
0

Attacks Judah and receives tribute from Hezekiah, king of Judah. SENNACHERIB 701 2 Kings 18:13-
16

1
1

Attacks Jerusalem but 180,000 soldiers die by angels of God. 701 2 Kings 18:17-
19:36

1
2

Rebuilds Nineveh as capital of the Assyrian Empire 700

“It was Sennacherib who made Nineveh a truly magnificent city (c. 700 BC). He laid out new streets and squares and built within it the South
West Palace, or "palace without a rival", the plan of which has been mostly recovered and has overall dimensions of about 503 by 242 meters
(1,650 ft × 794 ft). It comprised at least 80 rooms, many of which were lined with sculptures. A large number of  cuneiform tablets were found
in the palace. The solid foundation was made out of limestone blocks and mud bricks; it was 22 meters (72  ft) tall. In total, the foundation is
made of roughly 2,680,000 cubic meters (3,505,308 cu yd) of brick (approximately 160 million bricks). The walls on top, made out of mud
brick, were an additional 20 meters (66 ft) tall.”

“Some of the principal doorways were flanked by colossal stone lamassu door figures weighing up to 30,000 kilograms (30 t); these were
winged Mesopotamian lions[14] or bulls, with human heads. These were transported 50 kilometers (31 mi) from quarries at Balatai, and they
had  to  be  lifted  up  20  meters  (66 ft)  once  they  arrived  at  the  site,  presumably  by  a  ramp.  There  are  also  3,000  meters  (9,843 ft)  of
stone Assyrian palace reliefs, that include pictorial records documenting every construction step including carving the statues and transporting
them on a barge. One picture shows 44 men towing a colossal statue. The carving shows three men directing the operation while standing on
the Colossus. Once the statues arrived at their destination, the final carving was done. Most of the statues weigh between 9,000 and 27,000
kilograms (19,842 and 59,525 lb).[15]”

“The stone carvings in the walls include many battle scenes, impalings and scenes showing Sennacherib's men parading the spoils of war
before him. The inscriptions boasted of his conquests: he wrote of Babylon: "Its inhabitants, young and old, I did not spare, and with their
corpses I filled the streets of the city." A full and characteristic  set shows the campaign leading up to the siege of Lachish in 701; it is the
"finest" from the reign of Sennacherib, and now in the British Museum.[16] He later wrote about a battle in Lachish: "And Hezekiah of Judah
who had not submitted to my yoke...him I shut up in Jerusalem his royal city like a caged bird. Earthworks I threw up against him, and anyone
coming out of his city gate I made pay for his crime. His cities which I had plundered I had cut off from his land." [17]

“At this time, the total area of Nineveh comprised about 7 square kilometers (1,730 acres), and fifteen great gates penetrated its walls. An
elaborate system of eighteen canals brought water from the hills to Nineveh, and several sections of a magnificently constructed aqueduct
erected  by  Sennacherib  were  discovered  at Jerwan,  about  65  kilometers  (40 mi)  distant.[18] The  enclosed  area  had  more  than  100,000
inhabitants (maybe closer to 150,000), about twice as many as Babylon at the time, placing it among the largest settlements worldwide. Some
scholars  believe  that  the  garden  which  Sennacherib  built  next  to  his  palace,  with  its  associated  irrigation  works,  comprised  the

original Hanging Gardens of Babylon.[19]”

13 Captures the city of Babylon SENNACHERIB 689

14 Has its king murdered by his two sons. 681 2 Kings 19: 
36-37
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Exacts tribute from Manasseh of Judah ESAR-HADDEN 680-
669

2 Kings 
19:37
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Rebuilds the city of Babylon
“Rebuilds Babylon  Great king, mighty monarch,  lord of all,  king of the land of Assur,
ruler  of  Babylon,  faithful  shepherd,  beloved of  Marduk,  lord of  lords,  dutiful  leader,
loved  by  Marduk’s  Consort  Zurpanitum,  humble,  obedient,  full  of  praise  for  their
strength and awestruck from his earliest days in the presence of their divine greatness
[am I, Esarhaddon]. When in the reign of an earlier king there were ill omens, the city
offended its gods and was destroyed at their command. It was me, Esarhaddon, whom
they chose to restore everything to its rightful  place, to calm their anger, to assuage
their wrath. You, Marduk, entrusted the protection of the land of Assur to me. The Gods
of Babylon meanwhile told me to rebuild their shrines and renew the proper religious
observances of their palace, Esagila. I called up all my workmen and conscripted all the
people of Babylonia. I set them to work, digging up the ground and carrying the earth
away in baskets” (Kerrigan, 34).  http://www.ancient.eu/Esarhaddon/ 

680-
670

1
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Attacks and defeats Egypt south to the city of Memphis. 673-
671

1
8

Completes campaign against Egypt and captures Thebes. ASHURBANIPAL 664-
663

Ezra 4:10

1
9

Exacts tribute 669-
627

2
0

 NAHUM PROPHESIZES THE TOTAL DESTRUCTION OF NINEVEH AND THE ASSYRIANS 660-
650

Nahum

2
1

Breaks apart as Medes, Persians, Babylonians, Cimmerians, Scythians, 
and Chaldeans burn and sack the Assyrian cities.

627

2
2

Experiences the destruction of Ninevah, Ahsur, and Kalhu. 
“In  612 BCE,  Ashur,  Kalhu,  and Nineveh were destroyed in  the great  conflagrations
which swept the land. Ashurbanipal’s library was buried beneath the burning walls of his
palace and was lost to history for over 2,000 years. Their discovery, however, changed
the  way  people  in  the  modern  day  understood  culture  and  the  past.  Prior  to  the
discovery  of  Ashurbanipal’s  library,  the Bible  was considered the oldest  book  in the
world and the stories it contained were thought to have no precedent. Excavations in

ASSUR-ETIL-ILANI 612
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the 19th century  CE by Sir  Austen Henry  Layard,  Hormuzd Rassam, and translations
made by George Smith brought to light a world which no one up until that time was
aware of.  Ashurbanipal’s  empire fell  and the territories he conquered went on to be
conquered by others and then by still others, but his library endured and, as he claimed
himself,  turned  out  to  be  his  greatest  accomplishment”.
http://www.ancient.eu/Ashurbanipal/ 

Nahum 1:1-10 ESV

An oracle concerning Nineveh. The book of the vision of Nahum of Elkosh. (1:1 ESV)

A) YAHWEH, LIKE A TERRIBLE FORCE OF NATURE, AVENGES HIS ENEMIES BUT IS GOOD TO THOSE WHO TRUST HIM (1:2-10 ESV)1

a) Yahweh’s Vengeance upon his Enemies and Adversaries
The Lord is a jealous and avenging God; / the Lord is avenging and wrathful; /
the Lord takes vengeance on his adversaries / and keeps wrath for his enemies. /

GENTILES: For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their 
unrighteousness suppress the truth. For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. For
his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the 
world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. For although they knew God, they did not honor him as 
God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise,
they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and 
creeping things. (Romans 1:18-22 ESV)

JEWS: What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already charged that all, both Jews and Greeks, are 
under sin, as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for God. All have turned aside; 
together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one.” “Their throat is an open grave; they use their tongues
to deceive.” “The venom of asps is under their lips.” “Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.” “Their feet are swift to shed 
blood; in their paths are ruin and misery, and the way of peace they have not known.” “There is no fear of God before their 
eyes.” (Romans 3:9-18 ESV)

b) Yahweh’s Tempering Quality of Patience

      The Lord is slow to anger and great in power, / and the Lord will by no means clear the guilty. /

GOD TO MOSES: “The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and 
faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear 
the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and the children's children, to the third and the fourth generation.”
(Exodus 34:6-7 ESV)

JONAH TO GOD: That is why I made haste to flee to Tarshish; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to 
anger and abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from disaster. (Jonah 4:2)

GOD TO US: But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets 
bear witness to it— the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: for fall 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, 
because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that 
he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. (Romans 3:21-26 ESV)

c) Yahweh’s Scorching Arrival: Drought
      His way is in whirlwind and storm, / and the clouds are the dust of his feet. /
      He rebukes the sea and makes it dry; / he dries up all the rivers; /

1 The Literary Structure of the Old Testament: A Commentary on Genesis – Malachi. David A. Dorsey. Page 302.
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      Bashan and Carmel wither; / the bloom of Lebanon withers. /

JONAH: But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the plant, so that it withered.  When the 
sun rose, God appointed a scorching feast wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint. And he 
asked that he might die and said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” (Jonah 4:7-8 ESV)

ELIJAH: Now Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the LORD, the God of Israel, lives, before whom I stand, 
there shall be neither dew nor rain these years, except by my word.” And the word of the LORD came to him:  “Depart from 
here and turn eastward and hide yourself by the brook Cherith, which is east of the Jordan. You shall drink from the brook, and 
I have commanded the ravens to feed you there.” So he went and did according to the word of the LORD. He went and lived by 
the brook Cherith that is east of the Jordan.  And the ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning, and bread and meat 
in the evening, and he drank from the brook.  And after a while the brook dried up, because there was no rain in the land. (1 
Kings 17:1-7 ESV)

SAMARITAN WOMAN: A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.”  (For his disciples had 
gone away into the city to buy food.)  The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a 
woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.)  Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it
is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” The woman 
said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? Are you 
greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” Jesus said to 
her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be 
thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become min him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” The woman said to
him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.” (John 4:7-15 ESV)

d) Yahweh’s Arrival Like a Worldwide Earthquake
The mountains quake before him; / the hills melt; /
the earth heaves before him, / the world and all who dwell in it. /

MOSES: On the morning of the third day there were thunders and lightnings and a thick cloud on the mountain and a very loud 
trumpet blast, so that all the people in the camp trembled. Then Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet God, and 
they took their stand at the foot of the mountain. Now Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke because the LORD had descended 
on it in fire. The smoke of it went up like the smoke of a kiln, and the whole mountain trembled greatly.  And as the sound of 
the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God answered him in thunder. The LORD came down on Mount Sinai, 
to the top of the mountain. And the LORD called Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up. (Exodus 19:16-20 ESV)

RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD: And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth 
shook, and the rocks were split. The tombs also were opened. And many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were 
raised, and coming out of the tombs after his resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many. When the 
centurion and those who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were filled 
with awe and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!” (Matthew 27:51-54 ESV)

RESURRECTION OF JESUS: Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the 
other Mary went to see the tomb. And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven 
and came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. (Matthew 28:1-2 ESV)

c1) Yahweh’s Scorching Arrival: Fire
     Who can stand before his indignation? / Who can endure the heat of his anger? /
     His wrath is poured out like fire, / and the rocks are broken into pieces by him. /

ELIJAH: And he said, “Go out and stand on the mount before the LORD.” And behold, the LORD passed by, and a great and 
strong wind tore the mountains and broke in pieces the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. And after 
the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. And after the earthquake a DS but the LORD was not in the 
fire. And after the fire the sound of a low whisper. And when Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his cloak and went out and 
stood at the entrance of the cave. And behold, there came a voice to him and said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” (I Kings 
19:11-13 ESV)
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HOLY SPIRIT: When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. And suddenly there came from heaven a 
sound like a mighty rushing wind, and hit filled the entire house where they were sitting.  And divided tongues as of fire 
appeared to them and rested on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. (Acts 2:1-4 ESV)

b1) Yahweh’s Tempering Quality of Goodness
      The Lord is good, / a stronghold in the day of trouble; /
      he knows those who take refuge in him. / But with an overflowing flood /
      he will make a complete end of the adversaries, / and will pursue his enemies into darkness. /

GOOD NEWS: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent 
me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, (Luke 4:18 
ESV)

CASTING OUT OF DEMONS: They came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gerasenes. And when Jesus had 
stepped out of the boat, immediately there met him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit. He lived among the tombs. 
And no one could bind him anymore, not even with a chain, for he had often been bound with shackles and chains, but he 
wrenched the chains apart, and he broke the shackles in pieces. No one had the strength to subdue him. Night and day among 
the tombs and on the mountains he was always crying out and cutting himself with stones. And when he saw Jesus from afar, 
he ran and fell down before him. And crying out with a loud voice, he said, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the 
Most High God? I adjure you by God, do not torment me.” For he was saying to him, “Come out of the man, you unclean 
spirit!” And Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” He replied, “My name is Legion, for we are many.” And he begged him 
earnestly not to send them out of the country. Now a great herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside,  and they begged 
him, saying, “Send us to the pigs; let us enter them.” So he gave them permission. And the unclean spirits came out and 
entered the pigs; and the herd, numbering about two thousand, rushed down the steep bank into the sea and drowned in the 
sea. (Mark 5:1-13 ESV)

a1)  Yahweh’s Vengeance upon his Enemies and Adversaries
      What do you plot against the Lord? /He will make a complete end;/trouble will not rise up a second time./

For they are like entangled thorns, / like drunkards as they drink; / they are consumed like stubble fully dried. /

THORNS: But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, although a wild olive shoot, were grafted in among the others 
and now share in the nourishing root of the olive tree, do not be arrogant toward the branches. If you are, remember it is not 
you who support the root, but the root that supports you. Then you will say, “Branches were broken off so that I might be 
grafted in.”  That is true. They were broken off because of their unbelief, but you stand fast through faith. So do not become 
proud, but fear.  For if God did not spare the natural branches, neither will he spare you. Note then the kindness and the 
severity of God: severity toward those who have fallen, but God’s kindness to you, provided you continue in his kindness.  
Otherwise you too will be cut off. And even they, if they do not continue in their unbelief, will be grafted in, for God has the 
power to graft them in again.  For if you were cut from what is by nature a wild olive tree, and grafted, contrary to nature, into 
a cultivated olive tree, how much more will these, the natural branches, be grafted back into their own olive tree. (Romans 
11:7-24 ESV)

DRUNK: Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. And do not get drunk with wine, for that is 
debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making 
melody to the Lord with your heart, giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ. (Ephesians 5:17-21 ESV)

STUBBLE: “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and 
every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. Already you are clean because of the word that I have 
spoken to you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, 
unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, 
for apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the 
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. (John 15:1-6 ESV)
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