
Jesus Has Won the Battle 
Nahum 2:1-3:1 

 

A) VIVID DESCRIPTION OF THE ATTACK UPON NINEVEH  (2:1-10 ESV) 

a) The scatterer has come up against you. / Man the ramparts; / watch the road; / 
dress for battle; / collect all your strength. / 
For the Lord is restoring the majesty of Jacob / as the majesty of Israel, / 
for plunderers have plundered them / and ruined their branches.  

 
b)   The shield of his mighty men is red; / his soldiers are clothed in scarlet. / 

The chariots come with flashing metal /on the day he musters them; / the cypress spears are brandished. / 
The chariots race madly through the streets; / they rush to and fro through the squares; / 
they gleam like torches; / they dart like lightning. / 

 
c)  He remembers his officers; / they stumble as they go, / 

they hasten to the wall; / the siege tower is set up. / 
 

d) The river gates are opened; / the palace melts away; / 
 

c1) its mistress is stripped; she is carried off, / her slave girls lamenting, / 
moaning like doves / and beating their breasts. / 
Nineveh is like a pool / whose waters run away. / 
“Halt! Halt!” they cry, / but none turns back. / 

 
b1) Plunder the silver, / plunder the gold! / 
     There is no end of the treasure / or of the wealth of all precious things. / 

 
a1) Desolate! Desolation and ruin! / Hearts melt and knees tremble; / 

anguish is in all loins; / all faces grow pale! / 
 

Attack and Onslaught of Nineveh   2:1-5 
 
● The scatterer has come up against you. /  
● Man the ramparts; / watch the road; /dress for battle; / collect all your strength. / 
 
● For the Lord is restoring the majesty of Jacob / as the majesty of Israel, / 
● for plunderers have plundered them / and ruined their branches. / 
 
 
● Soldiers:  The shield of his mighty men is red; / his soldiers are clothed in scarlet. / 
● Chariots: The chariots come with flashing metal /on the day he musters them; /  
● Weapons: the cypress spears are brandished. / 
● Chariots: The chariots race madly through the streets; / they rush to and fro through the squares; /they gleam 

like torches; / they dart like lightning. / 
● Soldiers: He remembers his officers; / they stumble as they go, /they hasten to the wall; / the siege tower is 

set up. / 
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Mocking of Failing Defenses   2:6-10 
 

● Flood: The river gates are opened; / the palace melts away; / 
● Captivity: its mistress is stripped; she is carried off, / her slave girls lamenting, /moaning like doves / and 

beating their breasts. / 
● Retreat: Nineveh is like a pool / whose waters run away. / “Halt! Halt!” they cry, / but none turns back. / 
● Plunder: Plunder the silver, / plunder the gold! / There is no end of the treasure / or of the wealth of all 

precious things. / 
● Death: :Desolate! Desolation and ruin! / Hearts melt and knees tremble; /anguish is in all loins; / all faces 

grow pale! / 
 

Analogy of the Defeat    2:11-12 
 

● Where is the lions' den, / the feeding place of the young lions, /  
● where the lion and lioness went, / where his cubs were, with none to disturb? /  
● The lion tore enough for his cubs / and strangled prey for his lionesses; / 
● he filled his caves with prey / and his dens with torn flesh. / 
 

The Lord’s Judgment on Nineveh   2:13-3:1 
 

● Fire: Behold, I am against you, declares the Lord of hosts, and I will burn your chariots in smoke,  
● Sword: and the sword shall devour your young lions.  
● Cut Off: I will cut off your prey from the earth, and the voice of your messengers shall no longer be heard. 
● Judgment: Woe to the bloody city, / all full of lies and plunder— / no end to the prey! / 
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IMAGERY OF THE LION: Assyria 

 
THE WICKED 
Why, O LORD, do you stand far away? / Why do you hide yourself in times of trouble? 
In arrogance the wicked hotly pursue the poor; / let them be caught in the schemes that they have devised. 
For the wicked boasts of the desires of his soul, / and the one greedy for gain curses and renounces the LORD. 
In the pride of his face the wicked does not seek him; / all his thoughts are, “There is no God.” 
His ways prosper at all times; / your judgments are on high, out of his sight; / as for all his foes, he puffs at them. 
He says in his heart, “I shall not be moved; /  throughout all generations I shall not meet adversity.” 
His mouth is filled with cursing and deceit and oppression; / under his tongue are mischief and iniquity. 
He sits in ambush in the villages; / in chiding places he murders the innocent. 
His eyes stealthily watch for the helpless; / he lurks in ambush like a lion in his thicket;  
he lurks that he may seize the poor; / he seizes the poor when he draws him into his net. 
The helpless are crushed, sink down, / and fall by his might. 
He says in his heart, “God has forgotten, / he has hidden his face, he will never see it.”  (Psalm 10:1-11 ESV) 
 

IMAGERY OF THE LION: The Lord 
JUDAH 
 “Judah, your brothers shall praise you; / your hand shall be on the neck of your enemies; / your father's sons shall bow down before you. 
Judah is a lion's cub; / from the prey, my son, you have gone up. 
He stooped down; he crouched as a lion / and as a lioness; who dares rouse him? 
The scepter shall not depart from Judah, / nor the ruler's staff from between his feet, 
until tribute comes to him; / and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples. 
Binding his foal to the vine / and his donkey's colt to the choice vine, 
he has washed his garments in wine / and his vesture in the blood of grapes. 
His eyes are darker than wine, / and his teeth whiter than milk. (Genesis 49:8-12 ESV) 
 
DAVID 
When the words that David spoke were heard, they repeated them before Saul, and he sent for him. And David said to Saul, “Let no 
man's heart fail because of him. Your servant will go and fight with this Philistine.” And Saul said to David, “You are not able to go against 
this Philistine to fight with him, for you are but a youth, and he has been a man of war from his youth.” But David said to Saul, “Your 
servant used to keep sheep for his father. And when there came a lion, or a bear, and took a lamb from the flock, I went after him and 
struck him and delivered it out of his mouth. And if he arose against me, I caught him by his beard and struck him and killed him.  Your 
servant has struck down both lions and bears, and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be like one of them, for he has defied the armies 
of the living God.” And David said, “The LORD who delivered me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear will deliver me 
from the hand of this Philistine.” And Saul said to David, “Go, and the LORD be with you!” (I Samuel 17:31-37 ESV) 
 
SAMARIA 
And the king of Assyria brought people from Babylon, Cuthah, Avva, Hamath, and Sepharvaim, and placed them in the cities 
of Samaria instead of the people of Israel. And they took possession of Samaria and lived in its cities.  And at the beginning of 
their dwelling there, they did not fear the LORD. Therefore the LORD sent lions among them, which killed some of them. 
So the king of Assyria was told, “The nations that you have carried away and placed in the cities of Samaria do not know the 
law of the god of the land. Therefore he has sent lions among them, and behold, they are killing them, because they do not 
know the law of the god of the land.” (2 Kings 17:24-28 ESV) 
 
DANIEL 
Then Daniel said to the king, “O king, live forever! My God sent his angel and shut the lions' mouths, and they have not 
harmed me, because I was found blameless before him; and also before you, O king, I have done no harm.”  Then the king 
was exceedingly glad, and commanded that Daniel be taken up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no 
kind of harm was found on him, because he had trusted in his God. And the king commanded, and those men who had 
maliciously accused Daniel were brought and cast into the den of lions—they, their children, and their wives. And before they 
reached the bottom of the den, the lions overpowered them and broke all their bones in pieces. (Daniel 6:21-24 ESV) 
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JESUS 
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
Why are you so far from saving me, from the words of my groaning? 
O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer, / and by night, but I find no rest. 
Yet you are holy, / enthroned on the praises of Israel. 
In you our fathers trusted; / they trusted, and you delivered them. 
To you they cried and were rescued; / in you they trusted and were not put to shame. 
But I am a worm and not a man, / scorned by mankind and despised by the people. 
All who see me mock me; / they make mouths at me; they wag their heads; 
“He trusts in the LORD; let him deliver him; / let him rescue him, for he delights in him!” 
Yet you are he who took me from the womb; / you made me trust you at my mother's breasts. 
On you was I cast from my birth, / and from my mother's womb you have been my God. 
Be not far from me, / for trouble is near, / and there is none to help. 
Many bulls encompass me; / strong bulls of Bashan surround me; 
they open wide their mouths at me, / like a ravening and roaring lion. 
I am poured out like water, / and all my bones are tout of joint; / 
my heart is like wax; / it is melted within my breast; 
my strength is dried up like a potsherd, / and my tongue sticks to my jaws; /you lay me in the dust of death. 
For dogs encompass me; / a company of evildoers encircles me; /they have pierced my hands and feet— 
I can count all my bones— / they stare and gloat over me; 
they divide my garments among them, / and for my clothing they cast lots. 
But you, O LORD, do not be far off! / O you my help, come quickly to my aid! 
Deliver my soul from the sword, / my precious life from the power of the dog! 
Save me from the mouth of the lion! / You have rescued me from the horns of the wild oxen! 
I will tell of your name to my brothers; / in the midst of the congregation I will praise you: 
You who fear the LORD, praise him! / All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him, /and stand in awe of him, all you offspring of 
Israel! (Psalm 22 ESV) 
 
PAUL 
Alexander the coppersmith did me great harm; the Lord will repay him according to his deeds. Beware of him yourself, for he 
strongly opposed our message. At my first defense no one came to stand by me, but all deserted me. May it not be charged 
against them! But the Lord stood by me and strengthened me, so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed 
and all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion's mouth. The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed and 
bring me safely into his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen. (2 Timothy 4:14-18 ESV) 
 
PETER 
Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God 
so that at the proper time he may exalt you, casting all your 
anxieties on him, because he cares for you. Be sober-minded; 
be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a 
roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. Resist him, firm in 
your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being 
experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. And 
after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who 
has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself 
restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you.  To him be 
the dominion forever and ever. Amen. (I Peter 5:6-11 ESV) 
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