
The Battle and the War Belong to the Lord
Nahum 3:8-19

Part 1: Thebes, though strong, fell (8-10)

a) Are you better than Thebes / that sat by the Nile,
with water around her, / her rampart a sea, / and water her wall?

b) Cush was her strength; / Egypt too, and that without limit; / Put and the Libyans were her helpers.

The sons of Ham: Cush, Egypt, Put, and Canaan. The sons of Cush: Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, and Sabteca. The sons of 
Raamah: Sheba and Dedan.  Cush fathered Nimrod; he was the first on earth to be a mighty man. He was a mighty hunter 
before the LORD. Therefore it is said, “Like Nimrod a mighty hunter before the LORD.” The beginning of his kingdom was 
Babel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar. From that land he went into Assyria and built Nineveh, Rehoboth-Ir, 
Calah, and Resen between Nineveh and Calah; that is the great city. Egypt fathered Ludim, Anamim, Lehabim, Naphtuhim, 
Pathrusim, Casluhim (from whom the Philistines came), and Caphtorim. (Genesis 10:6-14 ESV)

c) Yet she became an exile; / she went into captivity; (664 BC)

d) her infants were dashed in pieces / at the head of every street;
for her honored men lots were cast, / and all her great men were bound in chains.

Part 2: Nineveh, like Thebes, will fall (11-13)

e) You also will be drunken; / you will go into hiding;
you will seek a refuge from the enemy.

f) All your fortresses are like fig trees / with first-ripe figs—
if shaken they fall / into the mouth of the eater.

g) Behold, your troops / are women in your midst.
The gates of your land / are wide open to your enemies; / fire has devoured your bars.



Part 1: End of Nineveh: The Locust plague of the earth (14-17)

a) Draw water for the siege; / strengthen your forts;
go into the clay; / tread the mortar; / take hold of the brick mold!

b) There will the fire devour you; / the sword will cut you off. / It will devour you like the locust.
Multiply yourselves like the locust; / multiply like the grasshopper!

c) You increased your merchants / more than the stars of the heavens. / The locust spreads its wings and flies 
away.

d) Your princes are like grasshoppers, / your scribes like clouds of locusts
settling on the fences / in a day of cold—
when the sun rises, they fly away; / no one knows where they are.

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the land of Egypt for the locusts, so that they may come upon the land of 
Egypt and eat every plant in the land, all that the hail has left.” So Moses stretched out his staff over the land of Egypt, and the LORD 
brought an east wind upon the land all that day and all that night. When it was morning, the east wind had brought the locusts. The 
locusts came up over all the land of Egypt and settled on the whole country of Egypt, such a dense swarm of locusts as had never been 
before, nor ever will be again. They covered the face of the whole land, so that the land was darkened, and they ate all the plants in the 
land and all the fruit of the trees that the hail had left. Not a green thing remained, neither tree nor plant of the field, through all the land 
of Egypt. Then Pharaoh hastily called Moses and Aaron and said, “I have sinned against the LORD your God, and against you. Now 
therefore, forgive my sin, please, only this once, and plead with the LORD your God only to remove this death from me.” So he went out 
from Pharaoh and pleaded with the LORD. And the LORD turned the wind into a very strong west wind, which lifted the locusts and drove 
them into the Red Sea. Not a single locust was left in all the country of Egypt. But the LORD hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he did not let 
the people of Israel go. (Exodus 10:12-20 ESV)

Part 2: End of Nineveh (18-19)

e) Your shepherds are asleep, / O king of Assyria; / your nobles slumber.
Your people dare scattered on the mountains / with none to gather them.

f) There is no easing your hurt; / your wound is grievous.

g) All who hear the news about you / clap their hands over you.
For upon whom has not come / your unceasing evil?

YOUR PAST
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love he 
predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, 
according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious 
grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. In him we have 
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all 
wisdom and insight making known to us the mystery of his will, 
according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan for 
the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and 
things on earth. In him we have obtained an inheritance, having 
been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all 
things according to the counsel of his will, so that we who were the 
first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. In him you 
also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, 
and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who 
is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, 
to the praise of his glory. (Ephesians 1:3-14 ESV)

YOUR FUTURE
I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom 
of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. Behold! I 
tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised 
imperishable, and we shall be changed. For this perishable body 
must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on 
immortality. When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the 
mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that 
is written:
“Death is swallowed up in victory.”
“O death, where is your victory?
O death, where is your sting?”
The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks 
be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

YOUR PRESENT
Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your 
labor is not in vain. (I Corinthians 15 ESV)


