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A	  BIBLICAL	  OVERVIEW	  OF	  GOD’S	  POWER	  IN	  THE	  CHURCH:	  	  
GOD	  BEGINS	  WITH	  A… 

	  
 “It is wonderful to be a Christian, but I am such a small person, so limited in talents,” writes the late Francis Schaeffer, 
reflecting on an all too common belief held by the church. Yet, the wonder of being a Christian is how God can take our 
smallness and powerfully work his purposes. We will walk with God—from the first days of creation to the church’s last 
days—to witness how he empowered his people to love. We will focus on practical ways how God can use your “limited 
talents” to accomplish his wonderful will. 	  
	  
Then Moses answered, “But behold, they will not believe me or listen to my voice, for they will say, ‘The LORD did not 
appear to you.’” The LORD said to him, “What is that in your hand?” He said, “A staff.” And he said, “Throw it on the 
ground.” So he threw it on the ground, and it became a serpent, and Moses ran from it. But the LORD said to Moses, “Put 
out your hand and catch it by the tail”—so he put out his hand and caught it, and it became a staff in his hand—“that they 
may believe that the LORD, the God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has 
appeared to you.” (Exodus 4:1-5 ESV) 

	  
Thus says the LORD, “By this you shall know that I am the LORD: behold, with the staff that is in my hand I will strike the 
water that is in the Nile, and it shall turn into blood. (Exodus 7:17 ESV) 
	  
The LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry to me? Tell the people of Israel to go forward. Lift up your staff, and stretch out 
your hand over the sea and divide it, that the people of Israel may go through the sea on dry ground.  (Exodus 14:15-16 
ESV) 

	  
CHAPTER	  1:	  COUPLE	  

(GENESIS	  1-‐5)	  
	  

ADAM	  &	  EVE:	  	  Taste	  and	  enjoy	  the	  love	  of	  God	  (TREE	  LIFE)	  OR	  Taste	  the	  lusts	  of	  the	  flesh	  (KNOWLEDGE	  TREE)	  
	   	   	   	   	  

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. For by it the people of old 
received their commendation.  
 
Creation: By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not 
made out of things that are visible.   
Abel: By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was commended as 
righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts. And through his faith, though he died, he still speaks.  
Enoch: By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, and he was not found, because God had taken 
him. Now before he was taken he was commended as having pleased God. And without faith it is impossible to 
please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek 
him.  (Hebrews 11:1-6 ESV)	  

	  
CHAPTER	  2:	  FAMILY	  

(GENESIS	  6-‐11)	  
	  

NOAH:	  Build	  a	  refuge	  of	  safety	  from	  the	  coming	  judgment	  (GOPHER	  WOOD),	  OR	  Build	  temporary	  memorials	  to	  	  
	   self	  	  (STONE	  BRICKS).	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

Noah: By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for 
the saving of his household. By this he condemned the world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes 
by faith.  (Hebrews 11:7 ESV)	  



	   2	  

CHAPTER	  3:	  TRIBE	  
(GENESIS	  12-‐50)	  

	  

ABRAHAM:	  Produce	  works	  of	  faith	  (BARREN	  WOMB),	  	  OR	  	  Produce	  works	  of	  the	  flesh	  (FERTILE	  WOMB)	   	  
	   	   	   	   	  

Abraham: By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance. 
And he went out, not knowing where he was going.  
By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him 
of the same promise. For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God.  
	  
Sarah: By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered him 
faithful who had promised. Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as the 
stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.  These all died in faith, not having 
received the things promised, but having seen them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they 
were strangers and exiles on the earth. For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. If they 
had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, 
they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has 
prepared for them a city.   
	  
Abraham: By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises was in the act 
of offering up his only son, of whom it was said, “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” He considered that 
God was able even to raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him back.  
Isaac: By faith Isaac invoked future blessings on Jacob and Esau.  
	  
Jacob: By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, bowing in worship over the head of his staff.  
	  
Joseph: By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, made mention of the exodus of the Israelites and gave directions 
concerning his bones.  (Hebrews 11:8-22 ESV) 

 

	  
CHAPTER	  4:	  	  PEOPLE 

(EXODUS	  TO	  RUTH)	  
	  
MOSES:	  Follow	  the	  Great	  Shepherd	  	  (WOODEN	  STAFF),	  OR	  Follow	  the	  wisdom	  of	  men	  (METAL	  KNIFE)	  
	   	   	   	   	   	  

Moses: By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents, because they saw that the child 
was beautiful, and they were not afraid of the king's edict.  
	  
Moses:	  By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, choosing rather to 
be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. He considered the reproach of Christ 
greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward.  
	  
Moses:	  By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of the king, for he endured as seeing him who is invisible.  
	  
Moses:	  By faith he kept the Passover and sprinkled the blood, so that the Destroyer of the firstborn might not touch 
them.   
	  
Moses:	  By faith the people crossed the Red Sea as on dry land, but the Egyptians, when they attempted to do the same,  
were drowned.  (Hebrews 11:23-29 ESV) 
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JOSHUA:	  Celebrate	  the	  provisions	  of	  God	  (RAM’S	  HORN),	  OR	  Hoard	  the	  gifts	  of	  God	  (MILITARY	  SWORDS)	  
 

Joshua: By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they had been encircled for seven days.  
	  
Rahab: By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because she had given a friendly 
welcome to the spies.   
 
Gideon,	   Barak,	   Samson,	   Jephthah: And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, 
Samson, Jephthah,… (Hebrews 11:30-32 ESV) 

	  
	  

CHAPTER	  5:	  KINGDOM	  
(I	  SAMUEL	  TO	  MALACHI)	  

	  

DAVID:	  Engage	  in	  spiritual	  warfare	  with	  an	  obedient	  heart	  (SINGULAR	  STONE),	  OR	  Fight	  with	  a	  sacrificial	  hand	  	  
(KING’S	  ARMOR)	  
	  
JONAH:	  Share	  the	  grace	  of	  God	  with	  the	  unlovable	  (GREAT	  FISH),	  OR	  flee	  out	  of	  anger	  (CARGO	  SHIP)	  
	  
DANIEL:	  Live	  holy	  lives	  in	  the	  midst	  of	  an	  unholy	  culture	  (VEGETARIAN	  DIET),	  OR,	  indulge	  in	  the	  pleasures	  of	  the	  
world	  	  (KING’S	  DIET)	  
	  
ZERUBBABEL:	  Work	  to	  restore	  broken	  and	  shattered	  lives	  (KING’S	  PROCLAMATION),	  OR	  work	  for	  personal	  gain	  
(ENEMY’S	  LETTERS)	  
 

David,	   Samuel,	   Prophets: And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, 
Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets—who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained 
promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong 
out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women received back their dead by resurrection. 
Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they might rise again to a better life. Others suffered mocking and 
flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword. 
They went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated—of whom the world was not worthy—
wandering about in deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.  And all these, though commended 
through their faith, did not receive what was promised, since God had provided something better for us, that apart from 
us they should not be made perfect.  (Hebrews 11:32-40 ESV) 

 

	  
CHAPTER	  6:	  	  JESUS	  

(MATTHEW	  TO	  JOHN)	  
 
JESUS:	  Desire	  the	  shame	  of	  the	  cross	  (CRIMINAL’S	  CROSS),	  OR	  seek	  the	  applause	  of	  others	  (PRAISING	  CROWD)	  

	  
Jesus: Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin 
which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at 
the right hand of the throne of God.  (Hebrews 12:1-2 ESV) 
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CHAPTER	  7:	  	  CHURCH	  
(ACTS	  TO	  REVELATION)	  

 
PETER:	  Proclaim	  the	  unity	  of	  the	  Spirit	  (MULTIPLE	  LANGUAGES),	  OR	  speak	  words	  of	  divisiveness	  	  (REBUKING	  DENIAL)	  

	  
PAUL:	  Bring	  the	  good	  news	  of	  the	  gospel	  to	  the	  world	  (BLINDING	  LIGHT),	  OR	  destroy	  the	  work	  of	  God	  (ACCUSING	  
LETTERS)	  
 

Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may not grow weary or 
fainthearted. In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. And have 
you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons?  “My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, 
nor be weary when reproved by him. For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he 
receives.” It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there whom his 
father does not discipline? If you are left without discipline, in which all have participated, then you are illegitimate 
children and not sons. Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we 
not much more be subject to the Father of spirits and live? For they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best 
to them, but he disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness. For the moment all discipline seems 
painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by 
it.  
 
Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees, and make straight paths for your feet, so that 
what is lame may not be put out of joint but rather be healed. Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness 
without which no one will see the Lord. See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that no “root of 
bitterness” springs up and causes trouble, and by it many become defiled;  
 
that no one is sexually immoral or unholy like Esau, who sold his birthright for a single meal. For you know that 
afterward, when he desired to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no chance to repent, though he 
sought it with tears.  
 
For you have not come to what may be touched, a blazing fire and darkness and gloom and a tempest and the sound 
of a trumpet and a voice whose words made the hearers beg that no further messages be spoken to them. For they 
could not endure the order that was given, “If even a beast touches the mountain, it shall be stoned.” Indeed, so 
terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.” But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of 
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, and to the assembly of the 
firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 
and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood 
of Abel.  See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. For if they did not escape when they refused him who 
warned them on earth, much less will we escape if we reject him who warns from heaven. At that time his voice 
shook the earth, but now he has promised, “Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens.” 
This phrase, “Yet once more,” indicates the removal of things that are shaken—that is, things that have been made—
in order that the things that cannot be shaken may remain. Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that 
cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, for our God is a 
consuming fire.  (Hebrews 12:3-29 ESV) 

 
 
	  


