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THE FALL OF THE GREAT BABYLON:  
The Judgment and Fall of Human Kingdoms 

Revelation 18 
 
  

1)  THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF JUDGMENT ON THE GREAT BABYLON: The Fall of Human Kingdoms (18:1-3) 
 
 The Messenger of the Judgment: An Angel from Heaven  

• After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven,  
• having great authority, and  
• the earth was made bright with his glory. And  
• he called out with a mighty voice,  

 
 The Message of the judgment: The Fall of the Great Babylon 

• “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great!  
• She has become a dwelling place for demons, a haunt for every unclean spirit,  
• a haunt for every unclean bird, a haunt for every unclean and detestable beast.  

 
The Fall of the Historical Kingdom of Babylon 

The oracle concerning the wilderness of the sea. 
As whirlwinds in the Negeb sweep on, it comes from the wilderness, from a terrible land. 
A stern vision is told to me; the traitor betrays, and the destroyer destroys….. 
Then he who saw cried out “Upon a watchtower I stand, O Lord, continually by day, 
and at my post I am stationed  whole nights. 
And behold, here come riders, horsemen in pairs!” 
And he answered, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon; 
and all the carved images of her gods he has shattered to the ground.” 
O my threshed and winnowed one, what I have heard from the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, I announce to you. (Isaiah 21:1-10) 

 
Behold, I am stirring up the Medes against them, who have no regard for silver and do not delight in gold. 
Their bows will slaughter the young men;  they will have no mercy on the fruit of the womb;  their eyes will not pity children. 
And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms  the splendor and pomp of the Chaldeans, 
will be like Sodom and Gomorrah when God overthrew them. 
It will never be inhabited  or lived in for all generations; 
no Arab will pitch his tent there; no shepherds will make their flocks lie down there. 
But wild animals will lie down there,  and their houses will be full of howling creatures; 
there ostriches will dwell,  and there wild goats will dance. 
 Hyenas will cry in its towers, and jackals in the pleasant palaces; 
its time is close at hand and its days will not be prolonged. (Isaiah 13:17-22) 

 
 The Motivation of the Judgment: Immorality and Materialism 

• For all nations have drunk the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality, and  
• the kings of the earth have committed immorality with her, and  
• the merchants of the earth have grown rich from the power of her luxurious living.”  

 
Nations Drink the Wine of Sexual Immorality 

Then after seventy years are completed, I will punish the king of Babylon and that nation, the land of the Chaldeans, for their 
iniquity, declares the LORD, making the land an everlasting waste. I will bring upon that land all the words that I have uttered 
against it, everything written in this book, which Jeremiah prophesied against all the nations. For many nations and great kings shall 
make slaves even of them, and I will recompense them according to their deeds and the work of their hands.” 

Thus the LORD, the God of Israel, said to me: “Take from my hand this cup of the wine of wrath, and make all the nations to 
whom I send you drink it. They shall drink and stagger and be crazed because of the sword that I am sending among them.” 

So I took the cup from the LORD's hand, and made all the nations to whom the LORD sent me drink it: Jerusalem and the cities of 
Judah, its kings and officials, to make them a desolation and a waste, a hissing and a curse, as at this day; Pharaoh king of Egypt, his 
servants, his officials, all his people, and all the mixed tribes among them; all the kings of the land of Uz and all the kings of the land 
of the Philistines (Ashkelon, Gaza, Ekron, and the remnant of Ashdod); Edom, Moab, and the sons of Ammon; all the kings of Tyre, 
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all the kings of Sidon, and the kings of the coastland across the sea; Dedan, Tema, Buz, and all who cut the corners of their hair; all 
the kings of Arabia and all the kings of the mixed tribes who dwell in the desert;  all the kings of Zimri, all the kings of Elam, and all 
the kings of Media; all the kings of the north, far and near, one after another, and all the kingdoms of the world that are on the 
face of the earth. And after them the king of Babylon shall drink. (Jeremiah 25:12-16) 

 
Tyre Judged for Luxuries Living 

The word of the LORD came to me: “Now you, son of man, raise a lamentation over Tyre, and say to Tyre, who dwells at the 
entrances to the sea, merchant of the peoples to many coastlands, thus says the Lord GOD: 
“O Tyre, you have said,‘I am perfect in beauty.’ 
Your borders are in the heart of the seas; your builders made perfect your beauty. 
They made all your planks of fir trees from Senir; 
they took a cedar from Lebanon to make a mast for you. 
Of oaks of Bashan they made your oars; they made your deck of pines 
from the coasts of Cyprus, inlaid with ivory. 
Of fine embroidered linen from Egypt was your sail, 
serving as your banner; blue and purple from the coasts of Elishah was your awning. (Ezekiel 27:1-7) 

 
 
2)  THE CALL TO ESCAPE THE JUDGMENT OF THE GREAT BABYLON: The Holiness of God’s Kingdom (18:4-8) 
  
 The Call to Escape Judgment 

• Then I heard another voice from heaven saying,  
• “Come out of her, my people,  
• lest you take part in her sins, lest you share in her plagues;  

 
SODOM AND GOMORRAH: For we are about to destroy this place, because the outcry against its people has become great before 
the LORD, and the LORD has sent us to destroy it.” So Lot went out and said to his sons-in-law, who were to marry his daughters, 
“Up! Get out of this place, for the LORD is about to destroy the city.” But he seemed to his sons-in-law to be jesting. (Genesis 19:13-
15) 

 
CHURCH: So flee youthful passions and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace, along with those who call on the Lord from a 
pure heart. Have nothing to do with foolish, ignorant controversies; you know that they breed quarrels. And the Lord's servant must 
not be quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able to teach, patiently enduring evil, correcting his opponents with gentleness. God may 
perhaps grant them repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth, and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare 
of the devil, after being captured by him to do his will. (2 Timothy 2:22-26) 

 
 The Reason to Escape Judgment 

• for her sins are heaped high as heaven, and  
• God has remembered her iniquities.  

 
JUDGMENT OF ISRAEL: Thus says the LORD concerning this people: “They have loved to wander thus; they have not restrained their 
feet; therefore the LORD does not accept them; now he will remember their iniquity and punish their sins.” The LORD said to me: 
“Do not pray for the welfare of this people. Though they fast, I will not hear their cry, and though they offer burnt offering and grain 
offering, I will not accept them. But I will consume them by the sword, by famine, and by pestilence.” (Jeremiah 14:10-12) 

 
 The Promise of Judgment 

• Pay her back as she herself has paid back others, and  
• repay her double for her deeds;  
• mix a double portion for her in the cup she mixed.  

 
JUDGMENT OF BABYLON: “Summon archers against Babylon, all those who bend the bow. Encamp around her; let no one escape. 
Repay her according to her deeds; do to her according to all that she has done. For she has proudly defied the LORD, the Holy One 
of Israel.  Therefore her young men shall fall in her squares, and all her soldiers shall be destroyed on that day, declares the LORD. 
(Jeremiah 50:29-30) 
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 The Purpose of Judgment 
• As she glorified herself and lived in luxury,  
• so give her a like measure of torment and mourning,  
• since in her heart she says, ‘I sit as a queen, I am no widow, and mourning I shall never see.’  

 
JUDGMENT AGAINST THE PROUD: For the LORD of hosts has a day against all that is proud and lofty, against all that is lifted up—and 
it shall be brought low; against all the cedars of Lebanon, lofty and lifted up; and against all the oaks of Bashan; against all the lofty 
mountains, and against all the uplifted hills; against every high tower, and against every fortified wall; against all the ships of 
Tarshish, and against all the beautiful craft. And the haughtiness of man shall be humbled, and the lofty pride of men shall be 
brought low, and the LORD alone will be exalted in that day. (Isaiah 2:12-19) 

 
 The Consequences of Judgment 

• For this reason her plagues will come in a single day, death and mourning and famine, and  
• she will be burned up with fire;  
• for mighty is the Lord God who has judged her.” 

 
THE PRIDE OF BABYLON: Now therefore hear this, you lover of pleasures, who sit securely, who say in your heart, 
“I am, and there is no one besides me; I shall not sit as a widow or know the loss of children”: 
These two things shall come to you in a moment, in one day; 
the loss of children and widowhood shall come upon you in full measure, 
in spite of your many sorceries and the great power of your enchantments. 
You felt secure in your wickedness; you said, “No one sees me”; 
your wisdom and your knowledge led you astray, and you said in your heart, 
“I am, and there is no one besides me.” 
But evil shall come upon you, which you will not know how to charm away; 
disaster shall fall upon you, for which you will not be able to atone; 
and ruin shall come upon you suddenly, of which you know nothing. (Isaiah 47:8-11) 

 
 

3)  THE LAMENTS OVER GOD’S JUDGMENT: The Political, Economic, and Work Force of Human Kingdoms (18:9-19) 
 
 The Kings’ Lament: The Political World 

• And the kings of the earth, who committed sexual immorality and lived in luxury with her,  
• will weep and wail over her when they see the smoke of her burning.  
• They will stand far off, in fear of her torment, and say,  
• “Alas! Alas! You great city, you mighty city, Babylon! For in a single hour your judgment has come”  

 
 
 The Merchants’ Lament: The Economic World 

• And the merchants of the earth  
• weep and mourn for her,  
• since no one buys their cargo anymore,  
 
• PRECIOUS METALS AND STONES:  cargo of gold, silver, jewels, pearls,  
• LUXURIOUS FABRICS:     fine linen, purple cloth, silk, scarlet cloth,  
• EXPENSIVE MATERIALS:   all kinds of scented wood, all kinds of articles of ivory, all kinds of   

        articles of costly wood, bronze, iron and marble,  
• EXOTIC SPICES AND PERFUMES: cinnamon, spice, incense, myrrh, frankincense,  
• VALUABLE FOODS:    wine, oil, fine flour, wheat,  
• DIVERSE WORK ANIMALS:   cattle and sheep, horses and chariots, and  
• NUMEROUS WORKERS:   slaves, that is, human souls.  
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• “The fruit for which your soul longed has gone from you, and all your delicacies and your splendors are 
lost to you, never to be found again!”  

• The merchants of these wares, who gained wealth from her, will stand far off, in fear of her torment, 
weeping and mourning aloud,  

 
• “Alas, alas, for the great city that was clothed in fine linen, in purple and scarlet, adorned with gold, with 

jewels, and with pearls! For in a single hour all this wealth has been laid waste.”  
 
 The Shipmasters’ Lament: The Work Force World 

• And all shipmasters and seafaring men, sailors and all whose trade is on the sea,  
• stood far off and cried out as they saw the smoke of her burning, “What city was like the great city?”  
• And they threw dust on their heads as they wept and mourned, crying out,  
• “Alas, alas, for the great city where all who had ships at sea grew rich by her wealth! For in a single hour 

she has been laid waste.”  
 

Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.”  But he said to him, “Man, who 
made me a judge or arbitrator over you?” And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one's 
life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man produced 
plentifully, and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear 
down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have 
ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.”’ But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, 
and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward 
God.” (Luke 12:13-21) 

 
 
4)  THE WORSHIP OVER GOD’S JUDGMENT: The Citizens of God’s Kingdom (18:20) 

• “Rejoice over her, O heaven, and  
• you saints and  
• apostles and prophets,  
• for God has given judgment for you against her!”  

 
 
5)  THE JUDGMENT OF THE GREAT BABYLON: The Fall of Human Kingdoms (18:21-24) 
 
 The Results of the Destruction 

• Then a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it into the sea, saying,  
• “So will Babylon the great city be thrown down with violence, and will be found no more; and  
• the sound of harpists and musicians, of flute players and trumpeters, will be heard in you no more, and  
• a craftsman of any craft will be found in you no more, and  
• the sound of the mill will be heard in you no more, and  
• the light of a lamp will shine in you no more, and  
• the voice of bridegroom and bride will be heard in you no more,  
 

 
 The Reasons for the Destruction 

• ASTRONOMICAL MATERIALISM:  for your merchants were the great ones of the earth, and  
• DECEPTIVE IMMORALITY:    all nations were deceived by your sorcery. And  
• DEVALUATING LIFE:     in her was found the blood of prophets and of saints, and of all who   

        have been slain on earth.”  
 
 


