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Forgiveness and Grace: Psalm 51  / November 30, 2019 
 

1. Bathsheba: David’s Sexual Theft      (2 Samuel 11:1-5) 
2. Uriah: David’s Cover-Up     (2 Samuel 11:6-27) 
 
3.  NATHAN: DAVID’S REPENTANCE   (2 Samuel 12:1-15a) 
 
 Nathan Confronts David with Understandable Truth 

 And the LORD sent Nathan to David. He came to him and said to him,  
• “There were two men in a certain city, the one rich and the other poor.  
• The rich man had very many flocks and herds, but  
• the poor man had nothing but one little ewe lamb, which he had bought. And he brought it up, and it grew up with him and with his 

children. It used to eat of his morsel and drink from his cup and lie in his arms, and it was like a daughter to him.  
• Now there came a traveler to the rich man, and he was unwilling to take one of his own flock or herd to prepare for the guest who 

had come to him, but  
• he took the poor man's lamb and prepared it for the man who had come to him.”  

 
 David Responds with Righteous Truth 

Then David's anger was greatly kindled against the man, and he said to Nathan,  
• “As the LORD lives, the man who has done this deserves to die, and  
• he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because  
• he did this thing, and because he had no pity.” 

 
 Nathan Confronts David With Loving-kindness Truth 

Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘ 
• I anointed you king over Israel, and  
• I delivered you out of the hand of Saul. And  
• I gave you your master's house and  
• your master's wives into your arms and  
• gave you the house of Israel and of Judah.  
• And if this were too little, I would add to you as much more.  

 
Nathan Confronts David With Holy Truth 

Why have you despised the word of the LORD, to do what is evil in his sight?  
• You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and  
• have taken his wife to be your wife and  
• have killed him with the sword of the Ammonites.  

 
Nathan Confronts David With Consequential Truth 

• Now therefore the sword shall never depart from your house, because you have despised me and have taken the wife of Uriah the 
Hittite to be your wife.’ Thus says the LORD, ‘Behold, I will raise up evil against you out of your own house.  

• And I will take your wives before your eyes and give them to your neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in the sight of this sun. 
For you did it secretly, but I will do this thing before all Israel and before the sun.’”  

 
 Nathan Hears David’s Confessional Truth 

 David said to Nathan,  
• “I have sinned against the LORD.”  

Saul’s False Confession 
Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned, for I have transgressed the commandment of the LORD and your words, because I feared the people and 
obeyed their voice. Now therefore, please pardon my sin and return with me that I may bow before the LORD.” (1 Samuel 15:24-25) 
Then he said, “I have sinned; yet honor me now before the elders of my people and before Israel, and return with me, that I may bow before the 
LORD your God.” (I Samuel 15:30) 

 
Nathan Confronts David with Forgiving Truth 

And Nathan said to David,  
• “The LORD also has put away your sin; you shall not die.  

 
Nathan Confronts David with Consequential Truth 

• Nevertheless, because by this deed you have utterly scorned the LORD, the child who is born to you shall die.” Then Nathan went to 
his house. 
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4.  TWO INFANTS: DAVID’S DEATH AND NEW LIFE   (2 Samuel 12:15b-25) 
 

 The First Born: Death 
And the LORD afflicted the child that Uriah's wife bore to David, and he became sick.  

• David therefore sought God on behalf of the child.  
• And David fasted and went in and lay all night on the ground.  
• And the elders of his house stood beside him, to raise him from the ground, but he would not, nor did he eat food with them.   

 
On the seventh day the child died.  

 
And the servants of David were afraid to tell him that the child was dead, for they said,  

• “Behold, while the child was yet alive, we spoke to him, and he did not listen to us. How then can we say to him the child is dead? 
He may do himself some harm.”  

 
But when David saw that his servants were whispering together, David understood that the child was dead. And David said to his servants, “Is 
the child dead?” They said, “He is dead.”  

• Then David arose from the earth and  
• washed and anointed himself and  
• changed his clothes.  
• And he went into the house of the LORD and worshiped.  
• He then went to his own house.  
• And when he asked, they set food before him, and he ate. Then his servants said to him, “What is this thing that you have done? 

You fasted and wept for the child while he was alive; but when the child died, you arose and ate food.” He said, “While the child 
was still alive, I fasted and wept, for I said, ‘Who knows whether the LORD will be gracious to me, that the child may live?’ But now 
he is dead. Why should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I shall go to him, but he will not return to me.” 

 
 The Second Born: Life 

• Then David comforted his wife, Bathsheba, and  
• went in to her and lay with her, and  
• she bore a son, and  
• he called his name Solomon.  
• And the LORD loved him and sent a message by Nathan the prophet.  
• So he called his name Jedidiah, because of the LORD. 

 
 

Psalm of Forgiveness and Grace: Psalm 51 
 

1. PLEAD FOR GOD’S HOLINESS AND MERCY  (1-2) 
 
Have mercy on me, O God, / according to your steadfast love; 
according to your abundant mercy / blot out my transgressions. 
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, / and cleanse me from my sin! 
 

 Physical Washing 
 Creation:   Genesis 2:6 
 Flood:   Genesis 613 
 Angels / Abraham  Gen 18:4 
 Bathsheba:  2 Samuel 11:2 
 David:    2 Samuel 12:20 
 Ruth:    Ruth 3:3 
  

Ceremonial Washing  
Animal sacrifices:  Exodus 29:17 
Priestly garments:  Leviticus 6:27 
Priest’s hands and feet: Exodus 30:1-21 
Contact with the dead: Leviticus 11:25 
Leprosy:    Lev 13:53-59 
Bodily discharges:  Leviticus 15 
  

 
Spiritual Washing 
Jesus and Peter: John 13:8-20 
Holy Spirit:  I Cor 6:11; Titus 3:5 
Baptism:   I Peter 3:20-22 
Great Multitude: Revelation 7:14; 22:14 

2. RECOGNIZE YOUR NEED FOR GOD’S HOLINESS AND MERCY   (3-6) 
 
the presence of sin:  For I know my transgressions, / and my sin is ever before me. 
the victim of sin:    Against you, you only, have I sinned / and done what is evil in your sight, 
the judgment of sin:    so that you may be justified in your words / and blameless in your judgment. 
the source of sin:    Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, / and in sin did my mother conceive me. 
the confession of sin:   Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being, / and you teach me wisdom in the  
      secret heart. 
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3. PLEAD FOR GOD’S COVER-UP OF YOUR SINS     (7-9) 
 

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; / wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
 Let me hear joy and gladness; / let the bones that you have broken rejoice. 
Hide your face from my sins, / and blot out all my iniquities. 
 

Passover Lamb: Hyssop 
• Then Moses called all the elders of Israel and said to them,  
• “Go and select lambs for yourselves according to your clans, and kill the Passover lamb.  
• Take a bunch of hyssop and dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and touch the lintel and the two doorposts with the blood that is 

in the basin.  
• None of you shall go out of the door of his house until the morning.  
• For the LORD will pass through to strike the Egyptians, and when he sees the blood on the lintel and on the two doorposts, the LORD 

will pass over the door and will not allow the destroyer to enter your houses to strike you. (Exodus 12:21-23) 
 

Tabernacle: Hyssop 
• Therefore not even the first covenant was inaugurated without blood. For when every commandment of the law had been declared 

by Moses to all the people, he took the blood of calves and goats, with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both the 
book itself and all the people, saying,  

• “This is the blood of the covenant that God commanded for you.”  
• And in the same way he sprinkled with the blood both the tent and all the vessels used in worship.  
• Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins. 

(Hebrews 9:18-22) 
 
4. PLEAD FOR THE RESTORATION OF YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD    (10-12)  
    

Create in me a clean heart, O God, / and renew a right spirit within me. 
 Cast me not away from your presence, / and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, / and uphold me with a willing spirit. 

 
CREATE: Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. (2 Cor 5:7) 
 
RENEW: Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is 
the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. (Romans 12:2) 
 
CAST NOT AWAY: All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast out. For I have come down 
from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me. (John 6:37-38) 
 
TAKE NOT: In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the 
promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. (Ephesians 
1:13-14) 

 
RESTORE: And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself 
restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. (I Peter 5:10) 
 
UPHOLD: Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to 
us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. He is the radiance of the glory of God 
and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat 
down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, (Hebrews 1:1-3) 

 
5. PROCLAIM GOD’S HOLINESS AND MERCY   (13-15) 
 

Then I will teach transgressors your ways, / and sinners will return to you. 
Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, / O God of my salvation, / and my tongue will sing aloud of 
your righteousness. 

O Lord, open my lips, / and my mouth will declare your praise. 
 



 4 

Teaching Transgressors: Ministry of Reconciliation  
The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and  

• gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses 
against them, and  

• entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.  
• Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ,  
• God making his appeal through us.  
• We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.  
• For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. (2 Corinthians 

5:17-21) 
 
6. OFFER SACRIFICES OF A BROKEN AND CONTRITE HEART  (16-19) 
 

For you will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it; / you will not be pleased with a burnt offering. 
The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; / a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 
 

Saul: No Broken Spirit 
• “Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, / as in obeying the voice of the LORD? 
• Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, / and to listen than the fat of rams. 
• For rebellion is as the sin of divination, / and presumption is as iniquity and idolatry. 
• Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, / he has also rejected you from being king.” (1 Sam 15:22-23) 

 
Judah and Israel: No Broken Spirit 

• What shall I do with you, O Ephraim? / What shall I do with you, O Judah? 
• Your love is like a morning cloud, / like the dew that goes early away. 
• Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets; / I have slain them by the words of my mouth, / and my judgment goes forth as the 

light. 
• For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, / the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.  
• But like Adam they transgressed the covenant; / there they dealt faithlessly with me. (Hosea 6:4-7) 

 
Pharisees: No Broken Spirit 

And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and were reclining with Jesus and his disciples. 
And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” But when he 
heard it, he said,  

• “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.  
• Go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’  
• For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” (Matthew 9:10-13) 

 
Scribe: Broken Spirit 

And the scribe said to him,  
• “You are right, Teacher. You have truly said that he is one, and there is no other besides him.  
• And to love him with all the heart and with all the understanding and with all the strength, and  
• to love one’s neighbor as oneself, is much more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.”  

And when Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” And after that no one dared to 
ask him any more questions. (Mark 12:32-34) 

 
 
Do good to Zion in your good pleasure; / build up the walls of Jerusalem; 
then will you delight in right sacrifices, / in burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings; / then bulls will be 
offered on your altar.    
 

Right Sacrifices 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God,  

• to present your bodies as a living sacrifice,  
• holy and acceptable to God,  
• which is your spiritual worship.  
• Do not be conformed to this world, but  
• be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing  
• you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. (Romans 12:1-2) 


