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Psalm 52 and I Samuel 22:1-23 
October 26, 2019 

 
 
Oppression of David by Saul Continues 
 
1. David flees to a cave 

 David departed from there and escaped to the cave of Adullam.  
 
2. David is joined by others being oppressed 

And when his brothers and all his father's house heard it, they went down there to him. And everyone who was in distress, and everyone 
who was in debt, and everyone who was bitter in soul, gathered to him. And he became commander over them. And there were with him 
about four hundred men. 

 
3. David’s family is being oppressed  

And David went from there to Mizpeh of Moab. And he said to the king of Moab, “Please let my father and my mother stay with you, till I 
know what God will do for me.” And he left them with the king of Moab, and they stayed with him all the time that David was in the 
stronghold.   

 
4. David flees to the forest 

Then the prophet Gad said to David, “Do not remain in the stronghold; depart, and go into the land of Judah.”  
So David departed and went into the forest of Hereth. 

 
5. David is discovered by Saul 

Now Saul heard that David was discovered, and the men who were with him. Saul was sitting at Gibeah under the tamarisk tree on the 
height with his spear in his hand, and all his servants were standing about him.  

 
6. David is slandered by Saul 

And Saul said to his servants who stood about him, “Hear now, people of Benjamin; will the son of Jesse give every one of you fields and 
vineyards, will he make you all commanders of thousands and commanders of hundreds, that all of you have conspired against me? No 
one discloses to me when my son makes a covenant with the son of Jesse. None of you is sorry for me or discloses to me that my son has 
stirred up my servant against me, to lie in wait, as at this day.”  

 
7. David’s location is revealed to Saul by Doeg 

Then answered Doeg the Edomite, who stood by the servants of Saul, “I saw the son of Jesse coming to Nob, to Ahimelech the son of 
Ahitub, and he inquired of the LORD for him and gave him provisions and gave him the sword of Goliath the Philistine.” 

 
8. David’s meeting with Ahimelech leads Saul to order the death of the priests 

Then the king sent to summon Ahimelech the priest, the son of Ahitub, and all his father's house, the priests who were at Nob, and all of 
them came to the king. And Saul said, “Hear now, son of Ahitub.”  
And he answered, “Here I am, my lord.”  
And Saul said to him, “Why have you conspired against me, you and the son of Jesse, in that you have given him bread and a sword and 
have inquired of God for him, so that he has risen against me, to lie in wait, as at this day?”  
Then Ahimelech answered the king, “And who among all your servants is so faithful as David, who is the king's son-in-law, and captain 
over your bodyguard, and honored in your house? Is today the first time that I have inquired of God for him? No! Let not the king impute 
anything to his servant or to all the house of my father, for your servant has known nothing of all this, much or little.”  
And the king said, “You shall surely die, Ahimelech, you and all your father's house.”  
And the king said to the guard who stood about him, “Turn and kill the priests of the LORD, because their hand also is with David, and 
they knew that he fled and did not disclose it to me.”  
But the servants of the king would not put out their hand to strike the priests of the LORD. Then the king said to Doeg, 
“You turn and strike the priests.”  
And Doeg the Edomite turned and struck down the priests, and he killed on that day eighty-five persons who wore the linen ephod. And 
Nob, the city of the priests, he put to the sword; both man and woman, child and infant, ox, donkey and sheep, he put to the sword. 

 
9. David mourns over the slaughter of the priests 

But one of the sons of Ahimelech the son of Ahitub, named Abiathar, escaped and fled after David. And Abiathar told David that Saul had 
killed the priests of the LORD. And David said to Abiathar,  

“I knew on that day, when Doeg the Edomite was there, that he would surely tell Saul. I have occasioned the death of all the persons 
of your father's house. Stay with me; do not be afraid, for he who seeks my life seeks your life. With me you shall be in safekeeping.” 
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Psalm 52 
To the choirmaster. A Maskil of David, when Doeg, the Edomite, came and told Saul, “David has come to the house of Ahimelech.” 

 
THE EVIL OF OPPRESSORS, ABUSERS, NARCISSISTS, AND PREDATORS         52:1-4 
 

Why do you boast of evil, O mighty man? / The steadfast love of God endures all the day. 
Your tongue plots destruction, / like a sharp razor, you worker of deceit. 
You love evil more than good, / and lying more than speaking what is right. Selah 
You love all words that devour, / O deceitful tongue. 

 
An Model of Deception: Saul the Oppressor, Abuser, Predator 

1. The birth of Saul’s oppression of David: A Threat to Saul’s Power      18:7-9 
2. Saul’s first attempt to murder David            18:10-11 
3. Saul’s first attempt to cover-up the murder of David by placing David over the army  18:12-15 
4. Saul’s first attempt to deceive David by offering his daughter in marriage    18:17-19 

Saul’s Words:  Then Saul said to David, “Here is my elder daughter Merab. I will give her to you for a wife. Only be valiant for  
    me and fight the LORD's battles.”  
Saul’s Thoughts: For Saul thought, “Let not my hand be against him, but let the hand of the Philistines be against him.”   
David’s Words  And David said to Saul, “Who am I, and who are my relatives, my father's clan in Israel, that I should be son-in- 
    law to the king?” 

    Saul’s Action:  But at the time when Merab, Saul's daughter, should have been given to David, she was given to Adriel the   
       Meholathite for a wife. 

5. Saul deceives David again by offering his other daughter in marriage   18:20-30 
Saul’s Thoughts: Now Saul's daughter Michal loved David. And they told Saul, and the thing pleased him. Saul thought, “Let me  
    give her to him, that she may be a snare for him and that the hand of the Philistines may be against him.”  
Saul’s Words:  Therefore Saul said to David a second time, “You shall now be my son-in-law.”  
Saul’s Words:  And Saul commanded his servants, “Speak to David in private and say, ‘Behold, the king has delight in you, and  
    all his servants love you. Now then become the king's son-in-law.’”  
    And Saul's servants spoke those words in the ears of David. And David said,  

 David’s Words  “Does it seem to you a little thing to become the king's son-in-law, since I am a poor man and have no    
     reputation?”  

Servant’s Words: And the servants of Saul told him, “Thus and so did David speak.”  
Saul’s Words:  Then Saul said, “Thus shall you say to David, ‘The king desires no bride-price except a hundred foreskins of the  
    Philistines, that he may be avenged of the king's enemies.’”  
Saul’s Thoughts: Now Saul thought to make David fall by the hand of the Philistines. 

6. Saul lies to Jonathan    19:1-7 
Saul’s Words:  And Saul spoke to Jonathan his son and to all his servants, that they should kill David.  
Jonathan’s Words: And Jonathan spoke well of David to Saul his father and said to him, “Let not the king sin against his servant   
    David, because he has not sinned against you, and because his deeds have brought good to you. For he took his  
    life in his hand and he struck down the Philistine, and the LORD worked a great salvation for all Israel. You saw it, 
    and rejoiced. Why then will you sin against innocent blood by killing David without cause?”  
Saul’s Words:  And Saul listened to the voice of Jonathan. Saul swore, “As the LORD lives, he shall not be put to death.”  

7. Saul attempts to kill David a second time    19:8-10 
8. Saul blames Michal and views himself as a victim  19:14-17 

     And when Saul sent messengers to take David, she said, “He is sick.”  
 Saul’s Words:  Then Saul sent the messengers to see David, saying, “Bring him up to me in the bed, that I may kill him.”   
     And when the messengers came in, behold, the image was in the bed, with the pillow of goats' hair at its head.  
      Saul said to Michal, “Why have you deceived me thus and let my enemy go, so that he has escaped?”  
 Michal’s Words: And Michal answered Saul, “He said to me, ‘Let me go. Why should I kill you?’” 

9. Saul prophesizes before Samuel     19:23-24 
10. Saul attempts to kill Jonathon     20:30-34 

Saul’s Words:  Then Saul's anger was kindled against Jonathan, and he said to him, “You son of a perverse, rebellious woman,  
    do I not know that you have chosen the son of Jesse to your own shame, and to the shame of your mother's  
    nakedness? For as long as the son of Jesse lives on the earth, neither you nor your kingdom shall be established.  
    Therefore send and bring him to me, for he shall surely die.”  
Jonathan’s Words: Then Jonathan answered Saul his father, “Why should he be put to death? What has he done?”  
Saul’s Actions: But Saul hurled his spear at him to strike him. So Jonathan knew that his father was determined to put David to  
    death. And Jonathan rose from the table in fierce anger and ate no food the second day of the month, for he was 
    grieved for David, because his father had disgraced him. 
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Suffering and the Heart of God: How Trauma Destroys and Christ Restores 

Diane Langberg    https://vimeo.com/365071832 
 

What is Abuse? 
 

• Vulnerable means “to wound”     Whenever power is used in a way that wounds the vulnerable and exploits trust, abuse has 
occurred. 

 
• Abuse means “to use wrongly”    When a person with power uses another for his or her own ends, discards or destroys 

another, abuse has occurred. The shepherd has used the sheep for food.  
 

• “Words, status, knowledge, position and emotion are used in concert to feed off of vulnerable lambs. How utterly unlike 
our Lord, who died to feed us.  

 
How does abuse by the clergy happen?    

 
• Deception. 

 
• Abuse of power requires deadening ones ability to discern good and evil. Truth and lies over time become confused or in 

fact, even reversed. Self-deception works in concert with temptation, and we convince ourselves of the rightness of actions 
that are in fact wrong. We use deception to say that external circumstances justify reactions.  

 
• Domestic violence: I hit her because she… which is in direct opposition to what the scriptures teach. The scripture says what 

comes out of us, comes from our own heart. Not the person standing in front of us.  
 

• Self-deception works as a narcotic. It numbs us to the damage and danger of our choices, and if we engage in such 
deception long enough, we will over time lose our taste for good and our power to loth evil.  

 
• We silence the voice of God and our response of holy fear to that voice. 

 
• Once we begin by removing our taste for good and our power to hate evil, we habituate that which causes death and 

deception can eventually become a way of life and evil easily practiced by an increasingly dead soul, that becomes 
presumptuous, planning, and actively participating in evil.  

 
• Having deceived ourselves, it is not hard to deceive others. We use our status, our knowledge, our skills, to cover who we 

really are and present ourselves as being for others, certainly not an abuser of others. And we think that a brilliant preacher 
surely can’t possibly be an abuser. A preacher’s teaching may be absolutely orthodox, and the man be false.  

 
• We deceive ourselves because we want what they give externally.  

 
 
GOD’S PUNISHMENT OF OPPRESSORS, ABUSERS, NARCISSISTS, AND PREDATORS     (52:5) 

But God will break you down forever; / he will snatch and tear you from your tent; / he will uproot you 
from the land of the living. Selah   

 
BREAK DOWN: Then Gideon the son of Joash returned from the battle by the ascent of Heres. And he captured a young man of Succoth 
and questioned him. And he wrote down for him the officials and elders of Succoth, seventy-seven men. And he came to the men of 
Succoth and said, “Behold Zebah and Zalmunna, about whom you taunted me, saying, ‘Are the hands of Zebah and Zalmunna already in 
your hand, that we should give bread to your men who are exhausted?’” And he took the elders of the city, and he took thorns of the 
wilderness and briers and with them taught the men of Succoth a lesson. And he broke down the tower of Penuel and killed the men of 
the city. (Judges 8:13-17) 
 
SNATCH AND TEAR FROM: And as the LORD took delight in doing you good and multiplying you, so the LORD will take delight in bringing 
ruin upon you and destroying you. And you shall be plucked off the land that you are entering to take possession of it. (Deut 28:63) 
 

https://vimeo.com/365071832
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UPROOT FROM THE LAND: “Therefore do not pray for this people, or lift up a cry or prayer on their behalf, for I will not listen when they 
call to me in the time of their trouble. What right has my beloved in my house, when she has done many vile deeds? Can even sacrificial 
flesh avert your doom? Can you then exult? The LORD once called you ‘a green olive tree, beautiful with good fruit.’ But with the roar of a 
great tempest he will set fire to it, and its branches will be consumed. The LORD of hosts, who planted you, has decreed disaster against 
you, because of the evil that the house of Israel and the house of Judah have done, provoking me to anger by making offerings to Baal.” 
The LORD made it known to me and I knew; / then you showed me their deeds. 
But I was like a gentle lamb / led to the slaughter. 
I did not know it was against me / they devised schemes, saying, 
“Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, / let us cut him off from the land of the living, / that his name be remembered no more.” 
But, O LORD of hosts, who judges righteously, / who tests the heart and the mind, 
let me see your vengeance upon them, / for to you have I committed my cause. (Jeremiah 11:14-20) 

 
  AHIMELECH’s DEATH: Foreshadowing Saul’s Judgment    (Great grandson of Eli): Samuel and Eli 

And there came a man of God to Eli and said to him, …. Behold, the days are coming when I will cut off your strength and the 
strength of your father’s house, so that there will not be an old man in your house. Then in distress you will look with envious eye on 
all the prosperity that shall be bestowed on Israel, and there shall not be an old man in your house forever. The only one of you 
whom I shall not cut off from my altar shall be spared to weep his eyes out to grieve his heart, and all the descendants of your house 
shall die by the sword of men. And this that shall come upon your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, shall be the sign to you: both of 
them shall die on the same day. And I will raise up for myself a faithful priest, who shall do according to what is in my heart and in 
my mind. And I will build him a sure house, and he shall go in and out before my anointed forever. And everyone who is left in your 
house shall come to implore him for a piece of silver or a loaf of bread and shall say, “Please put me in one of the priests’ places, that 
I may eat a morsel of bread.”’” (I Samuel 2:27-36) 
And to Abiathar the priest the king said,  

“Go to Anathoth, to your estate, for you deserve death. But I will not at this time put you to death, because you carried the ark 
of the Lord GOD before David my father, and because you shared in all my father's affliction.”  

So Solomon expelled Abiathar from being priest to the LORD, thus fulfilling the word of the LORD that he had spoken concerning the 
house of Eli in Shiloh.  (I Kings 2:26-27) 

 
 
THE RIGHTEOUS WILL FEAR GOD, NOT OPPRESSORS, ABUSERS, NARCISSISTS, AND PREDATORS  (52:6-7) 
 

The righteous shall see and fear, / and shall laugh at him, saying, 
“See the man who would not make / God his refuge, 
but trusted in the abundance of his riches / and sought refuge in his own destruction!”   

 
THE LIFE OF THOSE WHO DO NOT FEAR GOD: Solomon’s Wisdom 

Ecclesiastes 2:1-11 
PLEASURE 
I said in my heart, “Come now, I will test you with pleasure; enjoy yourself.” But behold, this also was vanity. I said of laughter, “It is 
mad,” and of pleasure, “What use is it?”  
 
WINE 
I searched with my heart how to cheer my body with wine—my heart still guiding me with wisdom—and how to lay hold on folly, till I 
might see what was good for the children of man to do under heaven during the few days of their life.  
 
WEALTH 
I made great works. I built houses and planted vineyards for myself.  
I made myself gardens and parks, and planted in them all kinds of fruit trees.  
 I made myself pools from which to water the forest of growing trees.  
I bought male and female slaves, and had slaves who were born in my house.  
I had also great possessions of herds and flocks, more than any who had been before me in Jerusalem.  
I also gathered for myself silver and gold and the treasure of kings and provinces.  
I got singers, both men and women, and many concubines, the delight of the sons of man. 
So I became great and surpassed all who were before me in Jerusalem. Also my wisdom remained with me. And whatever my eyes 
desired I did not keep from them. I kept my heart from no pleasure, for my heart found pleasure in all my toil, and this was my reward for 
all my toil.  
Then I considered all that my hands had done and the toil I had expended in doing it, and behold, all was vanity and a striving after 
wind, and there was nothing to be gained under the sun. (Ecclesiastes 2:1-11) 
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THE RIGHTEOUS WILL TRUST GOD FOR HIS DELIVERANCE FROM OPPRESSORS, ABUSERS, NARCISSISTS, AND 
PREDATORS     (52:8-9) 
 

But I am like a green olive tree / in the house of God. 
I trust in the steadfast love of God / forever and ever. 
I will thank you forever, / because you have done it. 
I will wait for your name, for it is good, / in the presence of the godly.  
 

Olive Oil: A Picture of God’s Blessings, Favor, Mercy, Love 
 
For the LORD your God is bringing you into  

1. a good land,  
2. a land of brooks of water, of fountains and springs, flowing out in the valleys and hills, 
3. a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates,  
4. a land of olive trees and honey,  
5. a land in which you will eat bread without scarcity, in which you will lack nothing,  
6. a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills you can dig copper.  

And you shall eat and be full, and you shall bless the LORD your God for the good land he has given you. Deuteronomy 8:1-10 
 
 
 
Cooking    Deut 7:13 
Lamps    Ex 27:20-21 
Consecration of Priests   Lev 8:30 
Anointing of Prophet   Is 61:1;  
Anointing of King  I Sam 10:1 

Ointment for skin  Psalm 23:5 
Healing   Lev 14:1-18 
Lamps in temple I Ks 7:48-50 
Offerings   Ex 29:38-40 
Burial   Lk 23:52-56 

Key export  I Kings 5:25 
Messiah   Dan 9:25-26 
Holy Spirit symbol Ps 2:2 
Fragrance  Ex 30:22-33 
 

 
And I will grant authority to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260 days, clothed in sackcloth.” These are the two olive trees 
and the two lampstands that stand before the Lord of the earth. And if anyone would harm them, fire pours from their mouth and 
consumes their foes. If anyone would harm them, this is how he is doomed to be killed. (Revelation 11:3-5) 
 

 
 

Suffering and the Heart of God: How Trauma Destroys and Christ Restores 
Diane Langberg     https://vimeo.com/365071832 

 
• Speaking truth is considered a threat to the church. When God makes is really clear that his true church is to bring light into 

darkness: That means seeing what things really look like, and calling them by their right name.  
 

• “I believe that the voices of victims today, those who have been abused and crushed and silenced, are in fact the voice of 
our God to his people. They are the prophetic voice. We have silenced them, and God is using the mega-phone of the media 
to get our attention. Through the victims, he is turning on his light, exposing us, and pointing out the deep cancer within us, 
calling us to fidelity to him and him alone. Jesus said of the little ones, of such of people like this is my kingdom. Do we 
hear? If we are not attending to these, we are not building the kingdom of God.  

 
• By silencing victims, by rushing to protect our institutions, we are missing him.  

 
• He called us to see what evil power does to vulnerable people. And He has called us not to protect the wolves, not to 

silence the wounded lambs, and never send them away. If we do not obey him, we do not love him.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://vimeo.com/365071832

