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God’s Presence in the Midst of Abandonment: Psalm 60 / 2 Samuel 8:1-14 
November 16 2019 

 
 
God’s Holy Anger: The Nation of Israel Since the Death of Saul 

 
1. Now the Philistines were fighting against Israel, and the men of Israel fled before the Philistines and fell slain on Mount Gilboa.  
 
2. And the Philistines overtook Saul and his sons, and the Philistines struck down Jonathan and Abinadab and Malchi-shua, the 

sons of Saul. The battle pressed hard against Saul, and the archers found him, and he was badly wounded by the archers.  
 
3. Then Saul said to his armor-bearer, “Draw your sword, and thrust me through with it, lest these uncircumcised come and thrust 

me through, and mistreat me.” But his armor-bearer would not, for he feared greatly.  
 
4. Therefore Saul took his own sword and fell upon it.  
 
5. And when his armor-bearer saw that Saul was dead, he also fell upon his sword and died with him. Thus Saul died, and his three 

sons, and his armor-bearer, and all his men, on the same day together.  
 
6. And when the men of Israel who were on the other side of the valley and those beyond the Jordan saw that the men of Israel 

had fled and that Saul and his sons were dead, they abandoned their cities and fled. And the Philistines came and lived in them. 
(1 Samuel 31:1-7) 

 
7. And the men of Judah came, and there they anointed David king over the house of Judah. (2 Samuel 2:4) But Abner the son of 

Ner, commander of Saul’s army, took Ish-bosheth the son of Saul and brought him over to Mahanaim, and he made him king 
over Gildead and the Ashurites and Jezreel and Ephraim and Benjamin and all Israel. Ish-bosheth, Saul’s son, was forty years old 
when he began to reign over Israel, and he reigned two years. But the house of Judah followed David. (2 Samuel 2:8-11) 

 
8. There was a long war between the house of Saul and the house of David. And David grew stronger and stronger, while the 

house of Saul became weaker and weaker. (2 Samuel 3:1) 
 
9. When they came into the house, as he lay on his bed in his bedroom, they struck him and put him to death and beheaded him. 

They took his head and went by the way of the Arabah all night, and brought the head of Ish-bosheth to David at Hebron. (2 
Samuel 4:7-8a) 

 
 
 
 

Psalm 60 
 

To the choirmaster: according to Shushan Eduth. A Miktam of David; for instruction; when he strove with Aram-naharaim and with 
Aram-zobah, and when Joab on his return struck down twelve thousand of Edom in the Valley of Salt. 
 
1. I Declare God’s Abandonment of me, yet I will  (60:1-3) 

O God, you have rejected us, broken our defenses; / you have been angry; oh, restore us. 
You have made the land to quake; you have torn it open; / repair its breaches, for it totters. 
You have made your people see hard things; / you have given us wine to drink that made us stagger. 

 
Abortion:    rejected 
War:     Broken our defenses 
Prodigal Child:   Angry 
Earthquake:   Land to quake 
Worn-out Clothing:  torn it open 
Eye-witness of trauma: See hard things 
Intoxication:   wine to drink to make us stagger 
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2. Trust God’s Protection and Provision because  (60:4) 
You have set up a banner for those who fear you, / that they may flee to it from the bow. Selah 
That your beloved ones may be delivered, / give salvation by your right hand and answer us! 

 
 Song of Solomon 2:3-6: As an apple tree among the trees of the forest, so is my beloved among the young men. With great delight I sat in 
 his shadow, and his fruit was sweet to my taste. He brought me to the banqueting house, and his banner over me was love.  Sustain me 
 with raisins; refresh me with apples, for I am sick with love. His left hand is under my head, and his right hand embraces me! 

 
3. God has the Authority and Power, so I will  (60:5-8) 

God has spoken in his holiness: / “With exultation I will divide up Shechem / and portion out the Vale of 
Succoth. 
Gilead is mine; Manasseh is mine; / Ephraim is my helmet; / Judah is my scepter. 
Moab is my washbasin; / upon Edom I cast my shoe; / over Philistia I shout in triumph.” 

 
West to East 

• DIVISION:  Shechem     (Tribe of Manasseh, west of the Jordan River)          
• PORTION: Vale of Succoth   (Tribe of Gad, east of the Jordan River)          
• POSSESSION: Gilead     (Tribe of Manasseh, east of the Jordan River)           
• POSSESSION: Manasseh    (Half tribe west of the Jordan River; Half tribe east of the Jordan River) 

 
North to South 

• HELMET:  Ephraim     (Often referred to the Northern Kingdom)           
• SCEPTER:  Judah     (Referred to as the Southern Kingdom)  

 
East to West 

• WASHBASIN: Moab     (Enemy of Israel located east of the Dead Sea and south of the tribe of Reuben)    
• SHOE:  Edom     (Enemy of Israel located southeast of the Dead Sea and south of Edom)      
• SHOUT:  Philistia     Enemy of Israel located west of the tribe of Judah and east of the Mediterranean Sea)   

 
4. Plea for God’s Protection and Provision, trusting the  (60:9-11) 

Who will bring me to the fortified city? / Who will lead me to Edom? 
Have you not rejected us, O God? / You do not go forth, O God, with our armies. 
Oh, grant us help against the foe, / for vain is the salvation of man! 

 
5. Promise of God’s Protection and Provision (60:12) 

With God we shall do valiantly; / it is he who will tread down our foes. 
 

 
God Will Tread Down Our Foes 

 
David Anointed King 

Then all the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron and said, “Behold, we are your bone and flesh. In times past, when Saul was king over us, 
it was you who led out and brought in Israel. And the Lord said to you, “You shall be shepherd of my people Israel, and you shall be prince over 
Israel. So all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron and King David made a covenant with them at Hebron before the Lord, and they 
anointed David king over Israel. David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years. (2 Samuel 5:1-4) 

 
David Strengthens Jerusalem, the capital of Israel 

And David lived in the stronghold and called it the city of David. And David built the city all around from the Millo inward. And David became 
greater and greater, for the Lord, the God of hosts, was with him. (2 Samuel 5:9-10) 
 

David Defeats the Philistines 
And David did as the Lord commanded him, and struck own the Philistines from Geba to Bezer. David again gathers all the chose men of Israel, 
thirty thousand.  

 
David Brings the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem 

And David arose and went with all the people who were with him from Baale-judah to bring up from there the ark of God, which is called by 
the name of the Lord of hosts who sits enthroned on the cherubim. (2 Samuel 5:25-6:2) 
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David Brings Rest to Israel 
Now when the king lived in his house and the Lord had given him rest from all his surrounding enemies, ( 2 Samuel 7:1) 
 

David Desires to Build the Temple 
the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent.” And Nathan said to the king, 
“Go, do all that is in your heart, for the Lord is with you.” (2 Samuel 7:2-3) 
 

David is Promised God’s Protection and Provision  
But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan, “Go and tell my servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord: Would you build me a house to 
dwell in?”… “And I have been with you wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from before you. And I will make you a great 
name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. (2 Samuel 7:1-10) 
 

David is Promised the Building of the Temple 
“When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I 
will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be to him a father, 
and he shall be to me a son. When he commits iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of men, but my 
steadfast love will not depart from him as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from before you.  (2 Samuel 7:12-15) 
 

David is Promised an Eternal Kingdom 
And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever. (2 Samuel 7:16) 

 
David Defeats the Enemies in the West (8:1) 

After this David defeated the Philistines and subdued them, and David took Metheg-ammah out of the hand of the Philistines.  
 
David Defeats the Enemies in the East (8:2) 

And he defeated Moab and he measured them with a line, making them lie down on the ground. Two lines he measured to be put to death, 
and one full line to be spared. And the Moabites became servants to David and brought tribute. 

 
David Defeats the Enemies in the North (8:3-12) 

David also defeated Hadadezer the son of Rehob, king of Zobah, as he went to restore his power at the river Euphrates. And David took from 
him 1,700 horsemen, and 20,000 foot soldiers. And David hamstrung all the chariot horses but left enough for 100 chariots. And when the 
Syrians of Damascus came to help Hadadezer king of Zobah, David struck down 22,000 men of the Syrians. Then David put garrisons in Aram of 
Damascus, and the Syrians became servants to David and brought tribute. And the LORD gave victory to David wherever he went.  And David 
took the shields of gold that were carried by the servants of Ha dadezer and brought them to Jerusalem. And from Betah and from Berothai, 
cities of Hadadezer, King David took very much bronze.When Toi king of Hamath heard that David had defeated the whole army of Hadadezer, 
Toi sent his son Joram to King David, to ask about his health and to bless him because he had fought against Hadadezer and defeated him, for 
Hadadezer had often been at war with Toi. And Joram brought with him articles of silver, of gold, and of bronze. These also King David 
dedicated to the LORD, together with the silver and gold that he dedicated from all the nations he subdued, from Edom, Moab, the 
Ammonites, the Philistines, Amalek, and from the spoil of Hadadezer the son of Rehob, king of Zobah. 

 
David Defeats the Enemies in the South (8:13-14) 

And David made a name for himself when he returned from striking down 18,000 Edomites in the Valley of Salt. Then he put garrisons in 
Edom; throughout all Edom he put garrisons, and all the Edomites became David's servants. And the LORD gave victory to David wherever he 
went. (2 Samuel 8:1-14) 

 


