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FROM BROKENNESS TO HEALING: PURSUE HOLY LIVING    Ezra 4:1-24 
 

 
Holiness of God: Judgment  

 
       Dates King of Assyria Events With Northern / Southern Kingdom 
 

1. 858-824 BC: Shalmaneser Exacted tribute from King Jehu 
2. 811-783 BC: Adad-nirari Exacted tribute from King Jehoash    (2 Kings 13:25) 
3. 745-727 BC Tiglath-pileser Invaded the land exacted tribute       (2 Kings 15-16) 
4. 727-722 BC: Shalmaneser V Exacted tribute form King Hoshea: Took NK into exile (2 Kings 17-18) 

5. 722-705 BC: Sargon II  Took credit for invasion and exile   (2 Kings 17:6) 
6. 705-681 BC  Sennacherib Invaded Judah    (2 Kings 18-19) 
7. 681-669 BC  Esarhaddon Exacted tribute from King Manasseh of Judah  (2 Kings 19:37 2 Kings 17:24-33) 

8. 669-627 BC Ashurbanipal Exacted tribute 
9. 605 BC  Nebuchadnezzaar 1st Wave of Jews Deported to Babylon   (2 Kings 24-25) 
10. 597 BC  Nebuchadnezzaar 2nd Wave of Jews Deported to Babylon/ Jerusalem Captured 
11. 586 BC  Nebuchadnezzaar 3rd Wave of Jews Deported to Babylon / Jerusalem Destroyed 

 

Holiness of God: Praise   
 

And when the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the LORD, the priests in their vestments came forward with 
trumpets, and the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with cymbals, to praise the LORD, according to the directions of David 
king of Israel. And they sang responsively, praising and giving thanks to the LORD,   
 
“For he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever toward Israel.”  
And all the people shouted with a great shout when they praised the LORD, because the foundation of the house of 
the LORD was laid. But many of the priests and Levites and heads of fathers' houses, old men who had seen the first house, 
wept with a loud voice when they saw the foundation of this house being laid, though many shouted aloud for joy, so 
that the people could not distinguish the sound of the joyful shout from the sound of the people's weeping, for the people 
shouted with a great shout, and the sound was heard far away.  (Ezra 3:10-13 ESV) 

 
So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of 
God, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the 
whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you also are being built together 
into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.  (Ephesians 2:19-22 ESV) 
 

 

1. UNEXPECTED OPPOSITION TO HOLY LIVING   (4:1-2)      536 BC 
 

Now when the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard that the returned exiles were building a temple to the 
LORD, the God of Israel, they approached Zerubbabel and the heads of fathers' houses and said to them, “Let us 
build with you, for we worship your God as you do, and we have been sacrificing to him ever since the days of 
Esarhaddon king of Assyria who brought us here.”  

 
Who Are These Adversaries?  681-669 BC 

(2 Kings 17:24-41 ESV) 

 

POLYTHEISM: And the king of Assyria brought people from Babylon, Cuthah, Avva, Hamath, and Sepharvaim, 
and placed them in the cities of Samaria instead of the people of Israel. And they took possession of Samaria and lived 
in its cities. And at the beginning of their dwelling there, they did not fear the LORD.  
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THEISM: Therefore the LORD sent lions among them, which killed some of them. So the king of Assyria was told, 
“The nations that you have carried away and placed in the cities of Samaria do not know the law of the god of the land. 
Therefore he has sent lions among them, and behold, they are killing them, because they do not know the law of the 
god of the land.” Then the king of Assyria commanded, “Send there one of the priests whom you carried away from 
there, and let him go and dwell there and teach them the law of the god of the land.” So one of the priests whom 
they had carried away from Samaria came and lived in Bethel and taught them how they should fear the LORD.    
 
RELIGIOUS AND SPIRITUAL PLURALISM: But every nation still made gods of its own and put them in the 
shrines of the high places that the Samaritans had made, every nation in the cities in which they lived. The men of 
Babylon made Succoth-benoth, the men of Cuth made Nergal, the men of Hamath made Ashima, and the Avvites 
made Nibhaz and Tartak; and the Sepharvites burned their children in the fire to Adrammelech and Anammelech, 
the gods of Sepharvaim.  
 
They also feared the LORD and appointed from among themselves all sorts of people as priests of the high places, 
who sacrificed for them in the shrines of the high places. So they feared the LORD but also served their own gods, 
after the manner of the nations from among whom they had been carried away.  To this day they do according to the 
former manner. They do not fear the LORD, and they do not follow the statutes or the rules or the law or the 
commandment that the LORD commanded the children of Jacob, whom he named Israel.  
 
CALL FOR HOLY LIVING: The LORD made a covenant with them and commanded them, “You shall not fear 
other gods or bow yourselves to them or serve them or sacrifice to them, but you shall fear the LORD, who brought 
you out of the land of Egypt with great power and with an outstretched arm. You shall bow yourselves to him, and to 
him you shall sacrifice. And the statutes and the rules and the law and the commandment that he wrote for you, you 
shall always be careful to do. You shall not fear other gods, and you shall not forget the covenant that I have made with 
you. You shall not fear other gods, but you shall fear the LORD your God, and he will deliver you out of the hand of 
all your enemies.” However, they would not listen, but they did according to their former manner.  So these nations 
feared the LORD and also served their carved images. Their children did likewise, and their children's children—as 
their fathers did, so they do to this day.  
 

 
 

 
 

2. COMMITMENT TO HOLY LIVING   (EZRA 4:3)  
 

But Zerubbabel, Jeshua, and the rest of the heads of fathers' houses in Israel said to them, “You have nothing to 
do with us in building a house to our God; but we alone will build to the LORD, the God of Israel, as King 
Cyrus the king of Persia has commanded us.”   
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Reason for Captivity     (2 Kings 17:7-18 ESV) 

 
IDOLATRY: And this occurred because the people of Israel had sinned against the LORD their God, who had 
brought them up out of the land of Egypt from under the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and had feared other gods 
and walked in the customs of the nations whom the LORD drove out before the people of Israel, and in the customs 
that the kings of Israel had practiced.  
 

SINS: And the people of Israel did secretly against the LORD their God things that were not right. They built for 
themselves high places in all their towns, from watchtower to fortified city. They set up for themselves pillars and 
Asherim on every high hill and under every green tree, and there they made offerings on all the high places, as the 
nations did whom the LORD carried away before them. And they did wicked things, provoking the LORD to anger, 
and they served idols, of which the LORD had said to them, “You shall not do this.”  
 

REPENT: Yet the LORD warned Israel and Judah by every prophet and every seer, saying, “Turn from your evil ways 
and keep my commandments and my statutes, in accordance with all the Law that I commanded your fathers, and that 
I sent to you by my servants the prophets.”   
 

DISOBEDIENCE: But they would not listen, but were stubborn, as their fathers had been, who did not believe in the 
LORD their God. They despised his statutes and his covenant that he made with their fathers and the warnings that he 
gave them. They went after false idols and became false, and they followed the nations that were around them, 
concerning whom the LORD had commanded them that they should not do like them. And they abandoned all the 
commandments of the LORD their God, and made for themselves metal images of two calves; and they made an 
Asherah and worshiped all the host of heaven and served Baal. And they burned their sons and their daughters as 
offerings and used divination and omens and sold themselves to do evil in the sight of the LORD, provoking him to 
anger.  
JUDGEMENT: Therefore the LORD was very angry with Israel and removed them out of his sight. None was left but 
the tribe of Judah only.   

 

3. OPPOSITION TO HOLY LIVING FROM WITHIN THE CHURCH  (4:4-5)   536-520 BC 

 
Then the people of the land discouraged the people of Judah and made them afraid to build and bribed 
counselors against them to frustrate their purpose, all the days of Cyrus king of Persia, even until the reign of 
Darius king of Persia.    

 

4. OPPOSITION TO HOLY LIVING FROM OUTSIDE OF THE CHURCH  (4:6)    486-464 BC 

 
And in the reign of Ahasuerus, in the beginning of his reign, they wrote an accusation against the inhabitants of 
Judah and Jerusalem.  

 

5. OPPOSITION TO HOLY LIVING FROM OUTSIDE OF THE CHURCH(4:7-23) 464-445 BC 

 
THE AUTHORS OF THE LETTER  (4:7-11a) 

 

In the days of Artaxerxes, Bishlam and Mithredath and Tabeel and the rest of their associates wrote to Artaxerxes 
king of Persia. The letter was written in Aramaic and translated. Rehum the commander and Shimshai the scribe 
wrote a letter against Jerusalem to Artaxerxes the king as follows: Rehum the commander, Shimshai the scribe, 
and the rest of their associates, the judges, the governors, the officials, the Persians, the men of Erech, the 
Babylonians, the men of Susa, that is, the Elamites, and the rest of the nations whom the great and noble 
Osnappar deported and settled in the cities of Samaria and in the rest of the province Beyond the River. (This is 
a copy of the letter that they sent.)  
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THE REQUEST OF THE LETTER (4:11b-16) 
 

GREETING:  “To Artaxerxes the king: Your servants, the men of the province Beyond the River, send greeting.  
PROBLEM:  And now be it known to the king that the Jews who came up from you to us have gone to 

Jerusalem. They are rebuilding that rebellious and wicked city. They are finishing the walls and 
repairing the foundations.  

CHARGE:  Now be it known to the king that if this city is rebuilt and the walls finished, they will not pay 
tribute, custom, or toll, and the royal revenue will be impaired.  

REQUEST:  Now because we eat the salt of the palace and it is not fitting for us to witness the king's dishonor, 
therefore we send and inform the king, in order that search may be made in the book of the records 
of your fathers. You will find in the book of the records and learn that this city is a rebellious city, 
hurtful to kings and provinces, and that sedition was stirred up in it from of old. That was why this 
city was laid waste.  

RESULT:   We make known to the king that if this city is rebuilt and its walls finished, you will then have no 
possession in the province Beyond the River.”   

 
Example of a Report: “Therefore thus says the LORD concerning the king of Assyria: He shall not come 
into this city or shoot an arrow there, or come before it with a shield or cast up a siege mound against it. By 
the way that he came, by the same he shall return, and he shall not come into this city, declares the LORD. 
For I will defend this city to save it, for my own sake and for the sake of my servant David.”  And that night 
the angel of the LORD went out and struck down 185,000 in the camp of the Assyrians. And when people 
arose early in the morning, behold, these were all dead bodies. Then Sennacherib king of Assyria departed 
and went home and lived at Nineveh. And as he was worshiping in the house of Nisroch his god, 
Adrammelech and Sharezer, his sons, struck him down with the sword and escaped into the land of Ararat. 
And Esarhaddon his son reigned in his place.  (2 Kings 19:20-37 ESV) 

 

THE REPLY TO THE LETTER  (4:17-22) 
 

GREETING:  The king sent an answer: “To Rehum the commander and Shimshai the scribe and the rest of 
their associates who live in Samaria and in the rest of the province Beyond the River, greeting.  

CHARGE: And now the letter that you sent to us has been plainly read before me. And I made a decree, and 
search has been made, and it has been found that this city from of old has risen against kings, and 
that rebellion and sedition have been made in it. And mighty kings have been over Jerusalem, who 
ruled over the whole province Beyond the River, to whom tribute, custom, and toll were paid.  

VERDICT:  Therefore make a decree that these men be made to cease, and that this city be not rebuilt, until a 
decree is made by me.  

URGENCY:    And take care not to be slack in this matter. Why should damage grow to the hurt of the king?”    
 

THE RESULT OF THE LETTER  (4:23) 
 

Then, when the copy of King Artaxerxes' letter was read before Rehum and Shimshai the scribe and their 
associates, they went in haste to the Jews at Jerusalem and by force and power made them cease.  

 
 

6. COMPROMISE TO HOLY LIVING     (4:24)        536-520 BC  

 
Then the work on the house of God that is in Jerusalem stopped, and it ceased until the second year of the reign 
of Darius king of Persia.   

 
 


