
The Beginning of the End: The Book of Revelation
1:1-11 (ESV)

The First Coming of Jesus: Book of John

Eternal Creator: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with 
God.  All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life was 
the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. (Jn 1:1-4)

Human Savior: And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. (John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me 
ranks before me, because he was before me.’”) For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. For the law was given 
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he 
has made him known. (Jn 1:14-18)

What Jesus Did: Seven Signs
1. Jesus turned water into wine at a wedding in Cana, witnessed by his mother, Mary. (Jn 2:11)
2. Jesus healed a dying son of a Gentile official in Capernaum.  (Jn 4:53-54)
3. Jesus heals a Jewish invalid of 38 years at the Sheep gate in Jerusalem.  (Jn 5:7-9)
4. Jesus feeds 5000 east of the Sea of Galilee.   (Jn 6:11-14)
5. Jesus walks on the water during the night on the Sea of Galilee, witnessed by the 12 apostles.  (Jn 6:19-21)
6. Jesus heals a Jewish a man born blind, a beggar, on the Sabbath.  (Jn 9: 6-7)
7. Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead after four days at Bethany.  (Jn 11:41-44)

What Jesus Taught: Seven “I Am”
1. Jesus said, “I am the bread of Life  (Jn 6:35)
2. Jesus said, “I am the light of the world  (Jn 8:12)
3. Jesus said, “I am the door of the sheep (Jn 10:7,9)
4. Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd” (Jn 10:11,14)
5. Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life” (Jn 11:25)
6. Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life” (Jn 14:6)
7. Jesus said, “I am the true vine” (Jn 15:1)

Who Testified about Jesus: Seven Witnesses
1. John the Baptist (Jn 5:32-36)
2. Jesus’ Words (Jn 5:36)
3. God the Father (Jn 5:37-38)
4. The Scriptures (Jn 5:39, 45-47)
5. Jesus (Jn 3:11,32)
6. Holy Spirit (Jn 14:26; 15:26)
7. Disciples (Jn 15:27)

Who Misunderstood Jesus: Ten Explanations
1. Jesus tells the Jewish leaders he will raise up the temple in three days (Jn 2:18-22)
2. Jesus tells a Pharisee unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God (Jn 3:3)
3. Jesus tells a Samaritan woman whoever drinks of his water will never be thirsty again  (Jn 4:13)
4. Jesus tells the twelve apostles he has food to eat they do not know about  (Jn 4:32)
5. Jesus tells the Jews to eat his flesh, the bread of life, to live forever  (Jn 6:50-51)
6. Jesus tells the Pharisees’ officers that Jesus is going to him who sent him and he can’t be found (Jn 7:33-34)
7. Jesus tells the Pharisees he is from above and they can’t find him when he goes away (Jn 8:21-22)
8. Jesus tells the Jews they are enslaved but can become free if they abide in Jesus’ words  (Jn 8:31-33)
9. Jesus tells the Pharisees he existed before Abraham did  (Jn 8:58)
10. Jesus tells his twelve apostles that Lazarus was asleep and Jesus must go and awaken him  (Jn 11:11-12)
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How Jesus taught: Symbols

1. Word: Jesus (Jn 1:1)
2. Light: True knowledge of God (Jn 1:4-5)
3. Darkness: Life without God (Jn 1:5)
4. Lamb: Jesus’ sacrificial body (Jn 1:29)
5. Dove: Holy Spirit (Jn 1:32)
6. Temple: Christ’s physical body (Jn 2:19-22)
7. Birth: Spiritual birth   (Jn 3:3-8)
8. Wind: Holy Spirit (Jn 3:8)
9. Bridegroom: Jesus (Jn 3:29)
10. Bride: Church (Jn 3:29)
11. Water: Indwelling of Holy Spirit (Jn 4:7-15)
12. Spirit and Truth Worship (Jn 4:24)
13. Food: The will of God (Jn 4:31-34)
14. White fields: Conversions to Jesus (Jn 4:35)
15. Son: Jesus’ relationship to God (Jn 5:19)
16. Bread: Life and death of Jesus(Jn 6:32-51)
17. Flesh / Blood: Jesus’ death (Jn 6:53-56)
18. Rivers of water: Eternal life (Jn 7:38)

19. Door: Path to eternal life (Jn 10:1-9)
20. Shepherd: Jesus’ care of his people(Jn 10:11-18)
21. Wolf: Devil (Jn 10:12-13)
22. Sheep: Believers in Jesus   (Jn 10:16)
23. Sleep: Death (Jn 11:13-14)
24. Donkey: Humility (Jn 12:14-15)
25. Grain of wheat: Death of Jesus (Jn 12:24-26)
26. Vine: Jesus and the  church (Jn 15:1-11)
27. Vinedresser: God   (Jn 15:1)
28. Branches: Believers & non-believers(Jn 15:1-11)
29. World: Non-believers (Jn 15:18)
30. Helper: Holy Spirit (Jn 14:16)
31. Ruler of World: Satan (Jn 14:30)
32. Cup: God’s wrath toward sin  (Jn 18:11)
33. Breath: Holy Spirit on the disciples   (Jn 20:22)
34. Feed my sheep: Evangelize and disciple others (Jn 

21:17)

Why Jesus Came: Three Beliefs
 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written so 
that 

1. you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
2. the Son of God, and 
3. that by believing you may have life in his name. (20:30-31) 

What John Did: Three Beliefs
This is the disciple who 

1. is bearing witness about these things, and 
2. who has written these things, and 
3. we know that his testimony is true. (21:24) 

The Second Coming of Jesus: The Book of Revelation (1:1-4a)

1. What is this book?   

The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his servants the things that must soon take

place. 

I must go on boasting. Though there is nothing to be gained by it, I will go on to visions and revelations of the Lord. I know a
man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven—whether in the body or out of the body I do not 
know, God knows. And I know that this man was caught up into paradise—whether in the body or out of the body I do not 
know, God knows— and he heard things that cannot be told, which man may not utter. On behalf of this man I will boast, 
but on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses though if I should wish to boast, I would not be a fool, for I 
would be speaking the truth; but I refrain from it, so that no one may think more of me than he sees in me or hears from 
me. So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a thorn was given me 
in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited. Three times I pleaded with the Lord 
about this, that it should leave me. But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. For 
the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am 
weak, then I am strong. (2 Corinthians 12:1-10)

This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which 
you are also suffering— since indeed God considers it just to repay with affliction those who afflict you, and to grant relief 
to you who are afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire,
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inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will 
suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might, when he 
comes on that day to be glorified in his saints, and to be marveled at among all who have believed, because our testimony 
to you was believed. To this end we always pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of his calling and may fulfill 
every resolve for good and every work of faith by his power, so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and 
you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. (2 Thessalonians 1:5-12)

For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.
For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was subjected to futility, not
willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption
and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. For we know that the whole creation has been groaning
together in the pains of childbirth until now. And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the
Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. For in this hope we were
saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait
for it with patience. (Romans 8:18-25)

2. Who is the author?  

The revelation of  Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his servants the things that must soon

take place. 

1. Jesus Christ  1:1
2. Faithful witness  1:5
3. First Begotten of the Dead  1:5
4. Prince of the Kings of the Earth  1:5
5. Alpha and Omega  1:8-13
6. First and Last  1:8
7. Son of Man  1:13
8. He who lives and was Dead  1:13
9. He who holds the seven stars 2:1
10. He who walks among the golden lampstands 2:1
11. He who has the sharp sword 2:12
12. Son of God  2:18
13. He who searches the hearts 2:23
14. He who has the seven Sprits 3:1
15. He who has the seven stars 3:1
16. He who is holy and true 3:7
17. He who has the key of David 3:7
18. He who opens 3:7

19. He who shuts 3:7
20. The Amen 3:14
21. Faithful and True Witness 3:14
22. Beginning of Creation 3:14
23. Lord 4:11
24. Lion of the Tribe of Judah 5:5
25. Root of David  5:5
26. Lamb who has been slain 5:6,7
27. Lamb  7:9,10; 8:1
28. Lord of Lords 17:14
29. King of Kings 17:14
30. Faithful and True 19:11
31. Rider of the White Horse  19:11
32. Word of God  19:13-16
33. Christ  20:4
34. Lord God of Holy Prophets  22:6
35. Beginning and the End  22:13
36. Bright and Morning Star  22:16

37. 3.  Who is the audience? 

38. The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his servants the things that must soon

take place. 

39.

40. 4.  Why was It written? 

41. The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his servants the things that must soon

take place. 

42.
1. Write therefore the things that you have seen, those that are and those that are to take place after this. 1:19
2. And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, has

sent his angel to show his servants what must soon take place.” 22:6
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3. “And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.”22:7
4. And he said to me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is near. 22:10
5. “Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay each one for what he has done. 22:12
6. He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 22:20
43.

44. 5.  How was it written?  

45. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, who bore witness to the word of God and

to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw. 

46.

47. 6.  What should be done with it? 

48. Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and

(blessed) who keep what is written in it, for the time is near.
49.
1. Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is

written in it, for the time is near. (1:3)
2. And I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.” “Blessed

indeed,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow them!” 14:13
3. (“Behold, I am coming like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays awake, keeping his garments on, that he may not go

about naked and be seen exposed!”) 16:15
4. And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he

said to me, “These are the true words of God.” 19:9
5. Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first resurrection! Over such the second death has no power, but they

will be priests of God and of Christ, and they will reign with him for a thousand years.  20:6
6. “And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.”  22:7
7. Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life and that they may enter the

city by the gates. 22:14
50.

51. 7.   To whom received it?

52. John to the seven churches that are in Asia:

53.

54. The Author: Jesus Christ   (1:4b-8)

55. 3 Persons of the Trinity

1. Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and 

2. from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and 

3. from Jesus Christ 

56.

57. 3 Titles of Jesus

1. the faithful witness, 

2. the firstborn of the dead, and 

3. the ruler of kings on earth.

58.

59. 3 Works of Jesus

1. To him who loves us and 

2. has freed us from our sins by his blood and
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3. made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, 

60.

61. 3 Reasons to Worship 

1. to him be glory and 

2. dominion 

3. forever and ever. Amen. 

62.

63. 3 Promises of Return

1. Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and 

2. every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and 

3. all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen.

64.
 Mount of Transfiguration: He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the

cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” (Matt 17:5)
 End Times: “And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of nations in perplexity because of

the roaring of the sea and the waves, people fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on the world. For the
powers of the heavens will be shaken. And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.
28 Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing
near.” (Luke 21:25-28)

 High Priest: “Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?”  And Jesus said, “I am, and you will see the Son of Man seated at
the right hand of Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven.”   (Mark 14:61-62)

 Ascension of Jesus: And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out
of their sight. And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, and said,
“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in
the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” (Acts 1:9-11)

 Nation of Israel:   or I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed 
through the sea, and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, (I Corinthians 10:1-2)

 The Church:  For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and
with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.  Then we who are alive, who are left, will be
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. (I Thess.
4:16-17)
65.

66. 3 Characters of Jesus

1. “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, 

2. “who is and who was and who is to come, 

3. the Almighty.”

67.
 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.” (1:8)
 And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the

spring of the water of life without payment.  (21:6)
 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.”  (22:13)

68.

69. The Transcriber:  John (1:9-10)

70. 3 Shared Experiences of John

71. I, John, your brother and partner in 
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1. the tribulation and 

2. the kingdom and 

3. the patient endurance that are in Jesus, 

72. 3 Characteristics of the Letter

1. was on the island called Patmos 

2. on account of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 

3. I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet saying, 

73.
 At once I was in the Spirit, and behold, a throne stood in heaven, with one seated on the throne. 4:2
 And he carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness, and I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was full of 

blasphemous names, and it had seven heads and ten horns. 17:3
 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of 

heaven from God, 21:10

74.

75. The Recipients: Seven Asian Churches (1:11)

76.

77. “Write what you see in a book and send it to the seven churches, 

1. to Ephesus and 

2. to Smyrna and 

3. to Pergamum and 

4. to Thyatira and 

5. to Sardis and 

6. to Philadelphia and 

7. to Laodicea
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