
Who Is Jesus: The Ascended Jesus 
Revelation 1:12-19 

 
Who Is Jesus Before the Ascension? 

And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. And on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say 
that I am?”  

1. And they told him, “John the Baptist;  
2. and others say, Elijah;  
3. and others, one of the prophets.”  

And he asked them, “But who do you say that I am?”  
4. Peter answered him, “You are the Christ.”  

And he strictly charged them to tell no one about him. 
 

1. And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and  
2. be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and  
3. be killed, and  
4. after three days rise again.  

And he said this plainly.  
And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.  
But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said,  
“Get behind me, Satan! For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.” 

 
Before the Ascension, Jesus was 

1. A Baby: Shepherds (Luke 2:16) 
2. A Sinner: John the Baptist (Luke 3:21-22) 
3. Capable of Sinning: Devil (Luke 4:1-2) 
4. Madman: Hometown of Nazareth  (Luke 4:29-30) 
5. Holy One of God: Demons  (Luke 4:33-34) 
6. Healer: Leper (Luke 5:12) 
7. Forgiver of Sins Paralytic (Luke 5:24-25) 
8. Blasphemer: Religious Leaders (Luke 5:21) 
9. Law Breaker: Religious Leaders (Luke 6:2, 11) 
10. A Man with Authority Roman centurion (Luke 7:6-7) 
11. Not a Prophet: Pharisee (Luke 7:39) 
12. Questioned about his identify John the Baptist (Luke 7:19) 
13. Worthy of an anointing A woman, a sinner (Luke 7:37) 
14. A Deliver of demons Mary Magdalene (Luke 8:2) 
15. Demonic: People of Garasenes (Luke 8:37) 
16. Crazy: Townspeople (Luke 8:53) 
17. Satanic: Religious Leaders (Luke 11:15,16) 
18. Missional Twelve apostles (Luke 9:6)  
19. Perplexing: Herod (Luke 9:7) 
20. The Christ: Peter (Luke 9:20) 
21. The Son of God, the chosen one: God (Luke 9:35) 
22. A Breaker of tradition Pharisee (Luke 11:38) 
23. Insulting Lawyer (Luke 11:45)  
24. A threat Religious leaders: (Luke 11:53-54) 
25. Denied three times: Peter (Luke 22:34) 
26. Betrayed by a kiss Judas (Luke 22:48) 
27. Mocked: Religious leaders (Luke 22:63-65) 
28. Accused and Mocked: Chief Priests and Scribes (Luke 23:10-11) 
29. Condemned as a murder: Pilate (Luke 23:25) 
30. An Innocent man Roman centurion (Luke 23:47) 
31. Dead: Women at the tomb (Luke 24:5) 
32. Unrecognizable: Two on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24:16) 
33. A Spirit Apostles (Luke 24:37) 
34. Worthy of worship Apostles (Luke 24:52) 
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WHO IS JESUS? HIS APPEARANCE AFTER THE ACCESSION 
 
Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning I saw seven golden lampstands, and in the 
midst of the lampstands  
 
Day One of Creation: And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And God saw that the light was good. And God 

separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening 
and there was morning, the first day. (Genesis 1:3-5 ESV) 

Day Four of Creation: And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night. And let 
them be for signs and for seasons, and for days and years, and let them be lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light 
upon the earth.” And it was so. And God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to 
rule the night—and the stars. And God set them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, to rule over the 
day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening 
and there was morning, the fourth day. (Genesis 1:14-19 ESV) 

 
Sun, Moon, Light, Lamp, Night, Star: And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its 

lamp is the Lamb.  By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it,  and its gates will 
never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. (Revelation 21:23-25 ESV) “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to 
you about these things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.” (Revelation 
22:16 ESV) 

 
Lamp 
 
Worship: I Samuel 3:3 
Guidance: Psalm 119:105 
Presence of God: 2 Samuel 7:16, 29 
Proclamation: John 5:35; Matthew 6:22; Zechariah 4:2 
Illumination: Zephaniah 1:12; Luke 15:8 
Life: Job 18:6 
Domestic Life: Jeremiah 25:10  
Churches: Revelation 1:20 

 
 

1. one like a son of man,      (85x in the gospels) 
 

● But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he then said to the paralytic—“Rise, 
pick up your bed and go home.” (Matthew 9:6) 

● For the Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath.” (Matthew 12:8) 
● For just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and 

three nights in the heart of the earth. (Matthew 12:40) 
● The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, and 

throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. (Matthew 13:41) 
● For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay each person according 

to what he has done. Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste death until they see the Son of 
Man coming in his kingdom.” (Matthew 16:27-28) 

● And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Tell no one the vision, until the Son of Man is 
raised from the dead.” (Matthew 17:9) 

● Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, in the new world, when the Son of Man will sit on his glorious throne, you who have 
followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. (Matthew 19:28) 

● “See, we are going up to Jerusalem. And the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and scribes, and they will 
condemn him to death and deliver him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified, and he will be raised 
on the third day.” (Matthew 20:18-19) 

● even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (Matthew 20:28)  
● Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the 

Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 31 And he will send out his angels with a loud 
trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. (Matthew 24:30-31) 
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● Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of 
Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.” Then the high priest tore his robes and said, “He has uttered blasphemy. What 
further witnesses do we need? You have now heard his blasphemy. (Matthew 26:64-65) 

● “Blessed are you when people hate you and when they exclude you and revile you and spurn your name as evil, on account 
of the Son of Man!  Rejoice in that day, and leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in heaven; for so their fathers did 
to the prophets. (Luke 6:22-23) 

● And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but the one who blasphemes against the Holy 
Spirit will not be forgiven. (Luke 12:10) 

● No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man.  And as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. (John 
3:13-15) 

● Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you. 
For on him God the Father has set his seal.” (John 6:27) 

● So Jesus said to them, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am he, and that I do nothing on 
my own authority, but speak just as the Father taught me. (John 8:28) 

● And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” (Acts 7:56) 

 
2. clothed with a long robe and  

 
● These are the garments that they shall make: a breastpiece, an ephod, a robe, a coat of checker work, a turban, and a sash. 

They shall make holy garments for Aaron your brother and his sons to serve me as priests.  They shall receive gold, blue 
and purple and scarlet yarns, and fine twined linen.  (Exodus 28:4) 

● But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on 
his feet. And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he 
was lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate. (Luke 15:22-24) 

● and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness. (4:24) 
● Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. For we do not wrestle 

against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present 
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. (Ephesians 6:11-12) 

● Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for 
“God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” (I Peter 5:5) 

 
3. with a golden sash around his chest.  

 
● They also made the coats, woven of fine linen, for Aaron and his sons, and the turban of fine linen, and the caps of fine 

linen, and the linen undergarments of fine twined linen,  and the sash of fine twined linen and of blue and purple and 
scarlet yarns, embroidered with needlework, as the LORD had commanded Moses.   (Exodus 39:27-29) 

 
4. The hairs of his head were white, like white wool, like snow.  
 

● Outdoors the sword shall bereave, / and indoors terror, for young man and woman alike, / the nursing child with the man 
of gray hairs. Deuteronomy 32:25;  

● So even to old age and gray hairs, / O God, do not forsake me, until I proclaim your might to another generation, / your 
power to all those to come. Psalm 71:18 

● even to your old age I am he, / and to gray hairs I will carry you. I have made, and I will bear; / I will carry and will save. 
Isaiah 46:4 

 
5. His eyes were like a flame of fire,  
 

● “I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy 
to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing 
floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” (Matthew 3:11-12 ESV) 

● “The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of light, but if your eye is bad, your 
whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness! (Matthew 6:23 ESV) 

● When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like 
a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. And divided tongues as of fire appeared to 
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them and rested on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as 
the Spirit gave them utterance. (Acts 2:1-4) 

 

6. his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and  
 

● Then he said, “Do not come near; take your sandals off your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” 
And he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his 
face, for he was afraid to look at God. (Exodus 3:5-6) 

● And great crowds came to him, bringing with them the lame, the blind, the crippled, the mute, and many others, and they 
put them at his feet, and he healed them, (Matthew 15:30) 

● “‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet”’? (Matthew 22:23) 
● And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. 

(Matthew 28:9) 
● But immediately a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit heard of him and came and fell down at his feet. 

Now the woman was a Gentile, a Syrophoenician by birth. And she begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 
(Mark 7:25-26) 

● And behold, a woman of the city, who was a sinner, when she learned that he was reclining at table in the Pharisee's house, 
brought an alabaster flask of ointment,  and standing behind him at his feet, weeping, she began to wet his feet with her 
tears and wiped them with the hair of her head and kissed his feet and anointed them with the ointment. (Luke 7:37-38) 

● Then people went out to see what had happened, and they came to Jesus and found the man from whom the demons had 
gone, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind, and they were afraid. (Luke 8:35) 

● And she had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet and listened to his teaching. (Luke 10:39) 
● Peter said to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with 

me.” (John 13:8) 
● And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at the head and one at the feet. (John 

20:12) 
● that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places,  far 

above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in 
the one to come. And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church,  which is his body, 
the fullness of him who fills all in all. (Ephesians 1:20-23 ESV) 

 
7. his voice was like the roar of many waters.  
 

● “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, “The 
voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.’” (Matthew 3:2-3) 

● And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and 
he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is 
my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” (Matthew 3:16-17) 

● He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my 
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” (Matthew 17:5) 

● And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit. (Matthew 27:50) 
● Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice  and come out, those who 

have done good to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment. (John 5:28-29) 
● My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no 

one will snatch them out of my hand. (John 10:27-28) 
● When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.”  The man who had died came out, his 

hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 
(John 11:43-44) 

● “Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? But for this purpose I have come to this 
hour.  Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven: “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The crowd 
that stood there and heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.”  Jesus answered, “This 
voice has come for your sake, not mine. (John 12:27-30) 

 
 
8. In his right hand he held seven stars,  
 

● “‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet”’? (Matthew 22:44) 
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● Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of 
Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.” (Matthew 26:64) 

● Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has 
poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing. (Acts 2:33) 

● But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. And 
he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” (Acts 7:55-56) 

 
● But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, 

do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. (Matthew 1:20) 
● Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him. (Matthew 4:11) 
● The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, and 

throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. (Matthew 13:41-42) 
● “See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels always see the face of my 

Father who is in heaven. (Matthew 18:10) 
● And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of 

heaven to the other. (Matthew 24:31) 
● And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back the 

stone and sat on it.  His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. (Matthew 28:2-3) 

 
9. from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and  
 

● And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, / or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, / and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, / and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, / and faithfulness the belt of his loins. (Isaiah 11:3-5 ESV) 
● For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of 

joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. And no creature is hidden from his sight, but 
all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account. Hebrews 4:12-13 

● In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; and take 
the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, praying at all times in the Spirit, with all 
prayer and supplication. (Ephesians 6:16-18) 

 
10. his face was like the sun shining in full strength. 
 

● Now about eight days after these sayings he took with him Peter and John and James and went up on the mountain to pray. 
And as he was praying, the appearance of his face was altered, and his clothing became dazzling white. And behold, two 
men were talking with him, Moses and Elijah, who appeared in glory and spoke of his departure, which he was about to 
accomplish at Jerusalem. Now Peter and those who were with him were heavy with sleep, but when they became fully 
awake they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. And as the men were parting from him, Peter said to Jesus, 
“Master, it is good that we are here. Let us make three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah”—not 
knowing what he said. As he was saying these things, a cloud came and overshadowed them, and they were afraid as they 
entered the cloud. And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, my Chosen One; listen to him!” And when 
the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and told no one in those days anything of what they had 
seen. (Luke 9:28-36 ESV) 

 
WHO IS JESUS? HIS MESSAGE AFTER THE ACCESSION 

 

1. “Fear not,  
 

● Angel to Joseph to take Mary as his wife (Mt 1:20) 
● Jesus to disciples about the opposition of the religious leaders (Mt 10:26) 
● Jesus to disciples about those who persecute (Mt 10:28) 
● Jesus to Peter, James, and John on the mount of transfiguration (Mt 17:7) 
● Jesus to the synagogue ruler concerning his daughter’s death (Mk 5:36) 
● Angels to the shepherds about the birth of Jesus (Lk 2:10) 
● Jesus to his disciples about being given the kingdom (Lk 12:32) 

5 



● God to the nation of Israel about Jesus entering Jerusalem on a donkey (Jn 12:15) 

 
2. I am the first and the last, and  (Preexistence of Jesus) 
 

● In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All 
things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. (Jn 1:1-3) 

● He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, 
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for 
him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. (Colossians 1:15-17) 

 
3. the living one.  (Incarnation of Jesus) 
 

● And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full 
of grace and truth. (John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks 
before me, because he was before me.’”) For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. For the law was 
given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the 
Father's side, he has made him known. (John 1:14-18) 

 
4. I died, and  (Crucifixion of Jesus) 
 

● For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to 
Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For the 
foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. (I Corinthians 1:22-25) 

 
5. behold I am alive  (Resurrection of Jesus) 
 

● But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, 
made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— and raised us up with him and seated us with him in 
the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. (Ephesians 2:4-7) 

 
6. forevermore, and  (Ascension of Jesus) 
 

● But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, 
made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— and raised us up with him and seated us with him in 
the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. (Ephesians 2:4-7) 

 

 
7. I have the keys of Death and Hades. Write therefore the things that you have seen, those that are and those that 

are to take place after this.  
(Glorification of Jesus) 

 
● For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen 

asleep. For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, 
will not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with 
the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are 
alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be 
with the Lord. (I Thessalonians 4:14-17) 

 

6 


