
 
Seven Oracles of Jesus to the Seven Churches: Third Oracle to Pergamum 

Revelation 2:12-17 
 
Angel:  “And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write:  
 
Author: ‘The words of him who has the sharp two-edged sword. 
 
Assertion: “‘I know  
 
Approval: where you dwell, where Satan's throne is.  

Yet you hold fast my name, and  
you did not deny my faith even in the days of Antipas my faithful witness, who was 

killed  among you, where Satan dwells.  
 

The False and True Martyr 
 
ANANIAS: But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira,          
sold a piece of property, and with his wife's knowledge he           
kept back for himself some of the proceeds and brought          
only a part of it and laid it at the apostles' feet. But Peter              
said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the            
Holy Spirit and to keep back for yourself part of the           
proceeds of the land? While it remained unsold, did it not           
remain your own? And after it was sold, was it not at your             
disposal? Why is it that you have contrived this deed in your            
heart? You have not lied to man but to God.” When Ananias            
heard these words, he fell down and breathed his last. And           
great fear came upon all who heard of it. The young men            
rose and wrapped him up and carried him out and buried           
him. (Acts 5:1-6) 

 

STEPHEN: Now when they heard these things they were         
enraged, and they ground their teeth at him. But he, full of            
the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God,            
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. And he said,            
“Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man           
standing at the right hand of God.” But they cried out with a             
loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at          
him. Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And             
the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a           
young man named Saul. And as they were stoning Stephen,          
he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” And falling to           
his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold             
this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell            
asleep. (Acts 7:54-60) 

 
 

Martyrs in the Book of Revelation 
When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word of God and for the witness 

they had borne. They cried out with a loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you will judge 
and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” Then they were each given a white robe and told to rest a 
little longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their brothers should be complete, who were to be killed as 
they themselves had been. (Revelation 6:9-11) 

 
Here is a call for the endurance of the saints, those who keep the commandments of God and their faith in Jesus. And I heard a 

voice from heaven saying, “Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.” “Blessed indeed,” says 
the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow them!” (Revelation 14:12-13) 

 
Action: But I have a few things against you: you have some there who hold the teaching of Balaam, 
who  taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, so that they might eat 
food  sacrificed to idols and practice sexual immorality.  

So also you have some who hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 
 

  
Balaam and Balak 
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a. Balak’s Request for Balaam to Curse Israel For Money: Come now, curse this people for me, since they are too mighty 
for me. Perhaps I shall be able to defeat them and drive them from the land, for I know that he whom you bless is blessed, and 
he whom you curse is cursed.” So the elders of Moab and the elders of Midian departed with the fees for divination in their 
hand. And they came to Balaam and gave him Balak's message. (Numbers 22:6-7) 

b. God’s Anger with Balaam for Going to Balak: But God's anger was kindled because he went, and the angel of the LORD 
took his stand in the way as his adversary. Now he was riding on the donkey, and his two servants were with him. And the 
donkey saw the angel of the LORD standing in the road, with a drawn sword in his hand. And the donkey turned aside out of 
the road and went into the field. And Balaam struck the donkey, to turn her into the road. Then the angel of the LORD stood in 
a narrow path between the vineyards, with a wall on either side. And when the donkey saw the angel of the LORD, she pushed 
against the wall and pressed Balaam's foot against the wall. So he struck her again. Then the angel of the LORD went ahead and 
stood in a narrow place, where there was no way to turn either to the right or to the left. When the donkey saw the angel of 
the LORD, she lay down under Balaam. And Balaam's anger was kindled, and he struck the donkey with his staff. Then the LORD 
opened the mouth of the donkey, and she said to Balaam, “What have I done to you, that you have struck me these three 
times?” And Balaam said to the donkey, “Because you have made a fool of me. I wish I had a sword in my hand, for then I 
would kill you.” And the donkey said to Balaam, “Am I not your donkey, on which you have ridden all your life long to this day? 
Is it my habit to treat you this way?” And he said, “No.” 

 
Then the LORD opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angel of the LORD standing in the way, with his drawn sword in his hand. And he 

bowed down and fell on his face. And the angel of the LORD said to him, “Why have you struck your donkey these three times? 
Behold, I have come out to oppose you because your way is perverse before me. The donkey saw me and turned aside before 
me these three times. If she had not turned aside from me, surely just now I would have killed you and let her live.” Then 
Balaam said to the angel of the LORD, “I have sinned, for I did not know that you stood in the road against me. Now therefore, if 
it is evil in your sight, I will turn back.” And the angel of the LORD said to Balaam, “Go with the men, but speak only the word 
that I tell you.” So Balaam went on with the princes of Balak. (Numbers 22:22-35) 

 
c. Balaam Speaks What the Lord Puts In His Mouth: And he answered and said, “Must I not take care to speak what the 

LORD puts in my mouth?” (Numbers 23:21) 
 

d. God’s Judgments on Israel for Idolatry : While Israel lived in Shittim, the people began to whore with the daughters of 
Moab. These invited the people to the sacrifices of their gods, and the people ate and bowed down to their gods. So Israel 
yoked himself to Baal of Peor. And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel.  And the LORD said to Moses, “Take all the 
chiefs of the people and hang them in the sun before the LORD, that the fierce anger of the LORD may turn away from Israel.” 
And Moses said to the judges of Israel, “Each of you kill those of his men who have yoked themselves to Baal of Peor.” 
(Numbers 25:1-5) 

 
e. Balaam Killed by the Sword: They killed the kings of Midian with the rest of their slain, Evi, Rekem, Zur, Hur, and Reba, the 

five kings of Midian. And they also killed Balaam the son of Beor with the sword. (Numbers 31 :8) 

 
f. Balaam’s Advice to Lead Israel to Sin: Moses and Eleazar the priest and all the chiefs of the congregation went to meet 

them outside the camp. And Moses was angry with the officers of the army, the commanders of thousands and the 
commanders of hundreds, who had come from service in the war. Moses said to them, “Have you let all the women live? 
Behold, these, on Balaam's advice, caused the people of Israel to act treacherously against the LORD in the incident of Peor, 
and so the plague came among the congregation of the LORD. Now therefore, kill every male among the little ones, and kill 
every woman who has known man by lying with him. (Numbers 31:13-17) 

 
The Church in Corinth: Sexual Immorality  

I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people— not at all meaning the sexually immoral of this world, or the greedy and 
swindlers, or idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the world.  But now I am writing to you not to associate with anyone 
who bears the name of brother if he is guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindler—not even 
to eat with such a one. For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Is it not those inside the church whom you are to judge?  God 
judges those outside. “Purge the evil person from among you.” (I Corinthians 5:9-13) 

 
The Church in Corinth: Idolatry 

Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they did. Do not be idolaters as some of them were; as it is 
written, “The people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play.”  We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them 
did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did and were destroyed by 
serpents, nor grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed by the Destroyer. Now these things happened to them as an 
example, but they were written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come.  Therefore let anyone who thinks 
that he stands take heed lest he fall.  No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not 
let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to 
endure it. Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. I speak as to sensible people; judge for yourselves what I say. The cup of 
blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a participation in the body of 
Christ?  Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread. Consider the people of 
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Israel: are not those who eat the sacrifices participants in the altar?  What do I imply then? That food offered to idols is anything, or 
that an idol is anything?  No, I imply that what pagans sacrifice they offer to demons and not to God. I do not want you to be 
participants with demons. You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons. You cannot partake of the table of the Lord 
and the table of demons.  Shall we provoke the Lord to jealousy? Are we stronger than he? (I Corinthians 10:6-22) 

 

Therefore repent.  
If not, I will come to you soon and war against them with the sword of my mouth.  

 
The Sword of Jesus’ Mouth to the Religious Leaders (Luke 11:39-54) 

 
WOE: 1: ACTIONS OVER THE HEART: And the Lord said to him, “Now you Pharisees cleanse the outside of the cup and of the dish, but inside 

you are full of greed and wickedness. You fools! Did not he who made the outside make the inside also? But give as alms those 
things that are within, and behold, everything is clean for you. 

 
WOE 2: PROCEDURES OVER PEOPLE: “But woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint and rue and every herb, and neglect justice and the love of 

God. These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others.  
 
WOE 3: APPLAUSE OVER APPROVAL: Woe to you Pharisees! For you love the best seat in the synagogues and greetings in the marketplaces.  

 
WOE 4: COVER-UPS OVER OPENNESS: Woe to you! For you are like unmarked graves, and people walk over them without knowing it.” 

 
WOE 5: AUTHORITY OVER SERVICE: One of the lawyers answered him, “Teacher, in saying these things you insult us also.”  
And he said, “Woe to you lawyers also! For you load people with burdens hard to bear, and you yourselves do not touch the burdens with one of 

your fingers.  
 
WOE 6: ACCOLADES OVER REPENTANCE: Woe to you! For you build the tombs of the prophets whom your fathers killed. So you are witnesses 

and you consent to the deeds of your fathers, for they killed them, and you build their tombs. Therefore also the Wisdom of God 
said, ‘I will send them prophets and apostles, some of whom they will kill and persecute,’ so that the blood of all the prophets, shed 
from the foundation of the world, may be charged against this generation, from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who 
perished between the altar and the sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, it will be required of this generation. 

 
WOE 7: WOLVES OVER SHEPHERDS: Woe to you lawyers! For you have taken away the key of knowledge. You did not enter yourselves, and 

you hindered those who were entering.” 
 

Admonition: He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.  
 
Assurance: To the one who conquers I will give some of the hidden manna, and  

I will give him a white stone, with a new name written on the stone that no one 
knows except  the one who receives it.’ 
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