
Seven Oracles of Jesus to the Seven Churches: Second Oracle to Smyrna 
Revelation 2:8-11 

 
Background: Roman Emperor: Domitian 81-96 AD 
 
“He [Domitian] was a madman, blind to the true meaning of his position, who used the arena for collecting charges of high treason, 
who felt himself slighted and scorned if we failed to pay homage to his gladiators, taking any criticism of them to himself and seeing 
insults to his own godhead and divinity; who deemed himself the equal of the gods yet raised his gladiators to his equal.” (In 
Panegyricus (33.4), Pliny the Younger (ca. AD 61–113) wrote a tribute to Emperor Trajan) 
“For he even insisted upon being regarded as a god [theos] and took vast pride in being called ‘master’ [despotus] and god [theos]. 
These titles were used not merely in speech but also in written documents” (Dio Cassius, in his Roman History, wrote: Cary 1995: 
349). 

 
Angel:   “And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write:  
 
Author: ‘The words of the first and the last, who died and came to life. 
 
Assertion:  “‘I know  
 
Approval: your tribulation and  

your poverty (but you are rich) and  
the slander of those who say that they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.  

 
Tribulation 

● TRIBULATION UNDERMINES FAITH IN CHRIST: As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears 
the word and immediately receives it with joy, yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when 
tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away. (Matthew 13:20-21) 

● TRIBULATION IS PROMISED FOR BELIEVERS: “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to death, 
and you will be hated by all nations for my name's sake. And then many will fall away and betray one another and hate 
one another. And many false prophets will arise and lead many astray. And because lawlessness will be increased, the 
love of many will grow cold. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom will be 
proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. (Matthew 24:9-14) 

● TRIBULATION PRECEDES THE COMING OF JESUS: “So when you see the abomination of desolation spoken of by 
the prophet Daniel, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand), then let those who are in Judea flee to the 
mountains. Let the one who is on the housetop not go down to take what is in his house, and let the one who is in the 
field not turn back to take his cloak. And alas for women who are pregnant and for those who are nursing infants in 
those days! Pray that your flight may not be in winter or on a Sabbath. For then there will be great tribulation, such as 
has not been from the beginning of the world until now, no, and never will be. And if those days had not been cut 
short, no human being would be saved. But for the sake of the elect those days will be cut short. Then if anyone says to 
you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There he is!’ do not believe it. For false christs and false prophets will arise and 
perform great signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect. See, I have told you beforehand. So, if 
they say to you, ‘Look, he is in the wilderness,’ do not go out. If they say, ‘Look, he is in the inner rooms,’ do not believe 
it. For as the lightning comes from the east and shines as far as the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 
Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will gather. “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun 
will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of 
the heavens will be shaken. Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the tribes of 
the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and 
great glory. And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the 
four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.  (Matthew 24:15-31) 

● TRIBULATION COMES FROM THE WORLD: I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the 
world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” John 16:33 

● TRIBULATION IS CENTRAL TO SALVATION: And they were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was 
walking ahead of them. And they were amazed, and those who followed were afraid. And taking the twelve again, he 
began to tell them what was to happen to him, saying, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be 
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delivered over to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him to death and deliver him over to the 
Gentiles. And they will mock him and spit on him, and flog him and kill him. And after three days he will rise.” (Mark 
10:32-34) 

● TRIBULATION PRECEDES ENTERING THE KINGDOM OF GOD: But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and 
having persuaded the crowds, they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing that he was dead. But when 
the disciples gathered about him, he rose up and entered the city, and on the next day he went on with Barnabas to 
Derbe.  When they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to 
Iconium and to Antioch, strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying 
that through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God. And when they had appointed elders for them in 
every church, with prayer and fasting they committed them to the Lord in whom they had believed. (Acts 14:19-23) 

● TRIBULATION IS DEFEATED BY THE LOVE OF CHRIST: Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it is written, “For your sake we 
are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things 
present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  (Romans 8:35-39) 

● TRIBULATION REQUIRES JOYFUL ENDURANCE: Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 
Romans 12:12 

Poverty 
 

● JESUS’ GOSPEL TO THE POOR:  “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at 
liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.” (Luke 4:18-19) 

● WIDOW’S POVERTY OF GENEROSITY:  Jesus looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the offering box, and 
he saw a poor widow put in two small copper coins. 3 And he said, “Truly, I tell you, this poor widow has put in more 
than all of them. For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live 
on.” (Luke 21:1-4) 

● CHURCH’S POVERTY OF GENEROSITY: We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given 
among the churches of Macedonia, for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty 
have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. (2 Corinthians 8:1-2) 

● POVERTY OF JESUS: For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he 
became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. (2 Corinthians 8:9) 

 
Slander 

 
▪ JESUS SLANDERED:  Then the whole company of them arose and brought him before Pilate. 2 And they began to 

accuse him, saying, “We found this man misleading our nation and forbidding us to give tribute to Caesar, and saying 
that he himself is Christ, a king.” (Luke 23:1-2) 

▪ APOSTLES SLANDERED: We are fools for Christ's sake, but you are wise in Christ. We are weak, but you are strong. 
You are held in honor, but we in disrepute. To the present hour we hunger and thirst, we are poorly dressed and 
buffeted and homeless, and we labor, working with our own hands. When reviled, we bless; when persecuted, we 
endure;  when slandered, we entreat. We have become, and are still, like the scum of the world, the refuse of all 
things. (I Corinthians 4:10-13) 

▪ APOSTLES SLANDERED:  We put no obstacle in anyone's way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as 
servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: by great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, 
imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger;  by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, 
genuine love;  by truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for 
the left;  through honor and dishonor, through slander and praise. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; as 
unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold, we live; as punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always 
rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, yet possessing everything. (2 Corinthians 6:3-10) 

● CHURCH SLANDERED: So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and 
members of the household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the 
cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you 
also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. (Ephesians 2:19-22) 
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Action: Do not fear what you are about to suffer.  
Behold, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and for ten days 
you will have tribulation.  
Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life.  

 
Satan and Temptation 

Job: Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came among them. 
The LORD said to Satan, “From where have you come?” Satan answered the LORD and said, “From going to and fro 
on the earth, and from walking up and down on it.”  And the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant 
Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away from 
evil?” Then Satan answered the LORD and said, “Does Job fear God for no reason?  Have you not put a hedge 
around him and his house and all that he has, on every side? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his 
possessions have increased in the land. But stretch out your hand and touch all that he has, and he will curse you 
to your face.” And the LORD said to Satan, “Behold, all that he has is in your hand. Only against him do not stretch 
out your hand.” So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD. (Job 1:6-12) 

 
Jesus: Matthew 4:1-10 
Peter: Matthew 16:23 
Hearers of the Word: Mark 4:15 
Jewish Woman with a disabling spirit Luke 13:10-17 
Peter: Luke 22:31 
Judas: John 13:27 
Jewish Leaders: John 8:44 
Ananias: Acts 5:3 

Elymas the magician: Acts 13:9 
Recent Convert: I Timothy 3:6 

Unrepentant Believer: I Corinthians 5:5 
Married couple: I Corinthians 7:5 
Paul’s thorn in the flesh: 2 Corinthians 12:7 
Man of Lawlessness: 2 Thessalonians 2:9 

Hymenaeus and Alexander: I Timothy 1:20 
 

Examples of Prison Terms 
 
Joseph Pharaoh (Gen 39:20-23) 
Sampson  Philistines (Judges 16:21) 
Jeremiah King of Babylon (Jer 37:15-16) 
John the Baptist King Herod  (Matt 11:2) 
Barabbas  Pilate (Mat 27:16) 
Apostles   High Priest (Acts 5:17-18) 
Believers Saul (Paul) (Acts 8:3) 

Peter Herod (Acts 12:1-5) 
Paul and Silas  Romans (Acts 16:22-23) 
Paul Romans (Acts 23:18) 
Paul  Felix, Roman governor (Acts 24:27) 
Paul   Romans (Acts 28:17) 
Satan   God (Revelation 20:7) 
 

 

Admonition: He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.  
 
Assurance: The one who conquers will not be hurt by the second death.’ 
 

▪ Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first resurrection! Over such the second death has no power, 
but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they will reign with him for a thousand years. Revelation 
20:6 

▪ Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second Death, the lake of fire.  Revelation 
20:14 

▪ But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, 
idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second 
death.”  Revelation 21:8 
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